
N<Y:ES ON SAN JUAN MISSION 
BY KU.MEN JOBES 

~rom his Journal. 

Part I. Exploration. 
At tbs suggestion of Apostle ~rastus Snow, himself a pioneer 

statesman, colonizer and patriot, 1'hose prophetic vision pierced 

the future, the decision was reached of planting a colony some-

where in the neighborhood of the 11 :rour corners'' where the terri-

tories of Utah, Arizona. am New M:exio o and tb:I State of '-'olorado 

cornered together. ihis was at a Stake or .Uistrict ~anterence 

held at St. George in the latter part of the year 1878, and 

at a Stake Conference held at Parawan Iron Co. Utah about 27th 

day of ~eo. 1878. 

ihe CALL FROM PAROWAN 1878. 

A number of _young men were called to expore this part of 

the country with tl::at aim in view under the direction and lead-

ership of Silas s. Smith,(of Paragonah Iron Co. Utah) who proved 

to be a prodent, wise reeourceful man, particularly well equipped 

by nature and experience for a leader in that undertaking. 

COMPAlIT STARTED Apr. 15, 1879. 

Afte r a little more than three months :preparation, ea the 

16th day of A:p ril 1879, a start was ma de by the Iron Co. boys 

consisting of the following: From Paragoonah: ~ilas s. Smith,Llapt 

Silas s. Jr, John A. Jesse lJ: itephen A. am Albert Smith, 

all sons of the leader, 

7rom Cedar: ~obert ~u.llook, John c. Duncan, John Gower, 

Thomas ~laden, ~eorge Perry, ~eorge Urie, Ku.men J ones, tl .J. Niela n 

JamesL. ~avis and family. From Parowan: Harrison li. Harriman 

and family, George Hobbs, James ~ • ~eckar, Isaac Allan, Adelbe~t . 

McGregor , Hanson Dayles, F •h • Butt, Zachariah ~eoker, Nelson 

Dalley, John c. Dalton. Following up sometime later were John 
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~utter from Panguatch, Hamilton ~homton from Pinto ~red join-

ed the party on the San Juan •iver. 
... .11;he com~ny leaving Paragonah traveled up Little m.c:li RW '.£E • m 

Creek Canyon, down ~ear vreek, up the ievier thru Panguitch 

past Upper Canab thru Johnson 's past the north end of ~uckskin 

Mts, to Lee's Ferry on the Colorado liiver,crossing said river 

l4ay 1, and on the main Airzona road to Koancopy(afterwards named 

Tuby ~ity) company laying over at this point, sending ollt 

exploring party to find a way across the Navajo Reservation to 

the San Juan River(that being the objective point)_ This party 

was made up of the following Rob~rt Bullock, K. Jones, Nathan 

Tanner with Thales H. Haskell as interpreter. f his party 

follow•A up the Moancopy dash, out to Red Lakes, over Marshes 

Pass by the head of Lagoona Creek, by Kayenta, crossed the 

Chinalee about 35 miles from river and on to the San Juan river, 
in following/the main a northeasterly direction and coming on 

the river at the ~rawer ~ottom, about 4 miles below the mouth 

of McElmo 0reek and about the same distance above the Montezuma 

wash. 
Soon after pas s ing Chinalee vreek, one of the :party,Kuman 

Jones was set back, to bring up the company who had remained 

at Moancopy, where they had been royal ly treated by John w. Yowig 

and others of that village. 

C.AFT. SMITH' S LEADERSHIP SH OWN. 

It soon beca zoo appar ant that water was going to be the 

source of our greatest a.nxie ty and wherever we found a da m:p place, 

shovel s an d spade s etc. were so on brought out and. digging for 

water commenced, and a s a rule plenty of water wa s soon secured , 



which faot was easily used to our advantage with the quick-witted 

Navajoes, as they were told trat the watering places woulcl be 

theirs as soon as we passed on. ~his news was soon spread, and 

the Indians ahead were anxious and gave us a hearty welcome, 

oooasionally bringing a mutton out to ihow their appreciation. 

It may be added har·e that some ot the wa taring plaoed te'teloped 

by the company have been used until the present, as permanent wate11 

holes. An incident ooeuned, before reaching the Cp.inalee also 

showin.g the the tact ot our captain,. Upon pasai!}g a large 

oa_mp or village of ~ahutes, one of their number(an .old man after-

wards known among 1ne satte1·s he;re as Peeaga.ment) came bluster-

ing out and demanded j50-o.oo b.etore thji train would be allowed to 

proceed thru his country, fb:I o~pt~tn being the first team, a 

short stop was ma.de to try to pacify the - old fellow, a few mild 

explanations were attempted, the only effect being to cause the 

old man to press his demands in a higher key. Notlig this Smith 

ordered him out of the way and pr ooeeding a w. ort distance struok 

oamp tor dinner. fhe ~aptain quietly passed the word around oamp 

that it would be the right things to give the Indians a little 

something to eat, or other small gift av.oh as tobaooo, etc(Espec-

ially tb:l small children something to eat) but no one was to give 

the noisy old fellow anything or notice him in any way. The 

resu.l t soon ma.de the wisdom o:r this oour se apparent, as the 

Indians old and young were jolly ani friendly., and the old man 

was a psychological study, thoroughly whipped. ihe lesson seemed 

to last him all the rest of his 14.:te. 
Barring the above, our travels thru the Beservation were 

agreeable and pleasant on both sides; reaching the San JQan on 

the las t day of May and crossing the next day. 



During the following two months, explorilJ8 parties were out 

in all point of the compass and those w~o were left at camp were 

.m pt bu.sy ma.king roads, taking up claims, warking on a dam(that 

was being pu.t in the river ·bs a family named Jlitohell) whom we 

found on the river on our arrival, having come from Colorado the 

year previous. 

~ug. 13. 1879, Start for H0roe. Orders came from the Captain 

for a start to be nade for hane, by ~JY of Salina, ""oloze.do road 

or trail, a part of the company, 1nolu.d1ng the captain, remain-

ing on the river, awaiting n:ail of importance to the expedition, 

that was expected from Apostle ha.at~ Snow. 

A start was made and road-making was again the "order of 
.., 

businessu followillg the recapture wash about 25 miles, leaving 

Reoaptdre and following up Mustang Mesa to the foot of the 

~lue Mountains, thence going around east base of the Blue and mak.ig 

a camp at what afterwards became knowsn as th.e Carlisle Ranch, 

and ju.st recently purchased by Redd, ~erkins, Adams, ~alton, Co. 

At that date this was the most beautiful and p:romising location, 

that had been found since leaving Iron Co. Many tons of excell-

ant hay could have been cut. ~eer, sage hens, jack rabbits, 

cotton tails were plenti :tul. 

After the arrival of the captain and party, another start 

was made, and at this point, an opportunity was afforded us if 

finding out how mu.ch difference there may be e omet ime s in men I s 

opinions. The three scouts who had been ahead reported as follows: 

l. It would be practically IMPOSSIBLB to make any kind of a wagon 

road down Pa tar' s Hill. 

2. In one month there could be a way worked so that the eom:pany 

could s•t down the hill. 
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3. In five or six days a way could be worked so as to let u.s 

pass down the hill. 
Attar some oounseli.ng, it waa decided to tackle the ·'Peter's 

' 

Hill'~ proposition and next morning all hands went to work, and 

by night rooks were moved, trees were cut and a few dug-ways were 

made, so that the next day the Company not only passed down the 

hill but made 20 miles on the homeward Journey. 

Passing <'b,wn thru. Dry Va.11ey, the old Saline Trail was 

struck at Coyote Wash, Our rrute from this point passed thru 

little Grand Valley(where Moab now stands) drossing Grand and 

Greene Rivers, thru 6astle ialley, over the Mt. range and down 

Salina Canyon into Sevier 1alley, over the range into Beaver 

Valley and in to parowan valley, reaching our homes Sept. 16 and 

17th. 
DISTANCE TRAVELED .A'tfD R:&>ULTS. 

In direct travel the party had made 900 miles not counting 

side trips, explorations, etc., had made 275 miles of new road, 

had thoroughly explored the country and formed pleasant relations 

with all Indians and white men whom we met on the way, order and 

discipline(both military--pa:-tially-- and church) were maintained, 

as well as kim and friendly feelings which almost always pre-

vailed the whole camp all the way thru. Aeligious devotions 

were attended night am morning by the whole camp, or in groups 

when the camp was separaced for any purpose; observance of sabbath 

was maintained by resting and 11 cleaning u11 '' and for the benefit 

of those who maintained camp on the Biver, a Sunday School was 

organized, the Fourth 8.lld Twenty-fourth of Jujy were fittingly 

observed, with programs, sports etc., which we re participated 

in and royally enJoyed by all members of the camp as well as 

visitors from .Mi t chell's lanoh and straggling Indians who enjoyed 
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the artillery part of the program. 
ihe hwnble writer of these early incidents of the early 

history of the San Ju.an Mission, wishes right here with uncovered 

head, t ,o render honor and praise to the memory of Silas s. Smith, 

who so wisely and faithfully managed al'.Ji in suo1la quiet wise way 

acquitted himself in the responsible position that had been 

:Placed upon him by the Au.thorites of the ''Mormon11 church, proving 

very conclu.sively that no mistake bad been ma.de in his being 

call•& to that important poal:.tion. 

CHARACTER SKETCH OF SILAS S SMITH 

Silas s. Smith as I knew him as as I sized up anc old man 

from the beginning of our acquaintance(being myself but an in-

experienced uneducated back-woods young fellow) after fifty years, 

I find that my first impressions are fully justified. 

He was quiet, unassuming, careful and. resourceful. ~here 

was nothing flashy about him, but when the occasion required there 

was a real ue.n behind it all, :In case he knew he was right fear 

was the last thing he thoughi of, if he thought of it at all. 

His rich and full experience along so many lines prepared him 

to meet almost any problem and emergency. 
He had a good full understanding of the Gospel, well u:p on 

financial matters, practiced economy and thrift, was RU~ to the 

Church and loyal to the Authori tie a of the Church and State 

and country. He had filled places of responsibility in church 

and state, pas•e& thru the early Utah Indian troulles, thereby 

acquiring experience, that proved an asset to the ~an Ju.an 

pioneers, surrounded. on all sides as we were by Utes, l?ahutes, 

?iata~os etc. , not always friendly ard isola tad !rom all other 
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white settlements and it was soon discovered that tae outlaws 

and renegades£ from all I ndian tribes ma.de this their headquarters 

the very rough broken na~ure of so much of the conntry, offer-

ing an excellent hiding plaoe secure fro m pursuit. 

Our dealings and onntaot with the Indians, in our ear ly 

pioneering days followed the wise, friendly, fair policy intro-

duced by Silas s. Smith as the leading spirit, with ~hales H. 

Haskell as interpreter and contact man, both past masters in 

their places, with both of whom I enjoyed the most friendly assoc-

iation, and to whom I am indebted for the humble measure of 

success I at t ained in assisting in maintaining friendly relations 

with these descendants of the prophet ~ehi and other Dook of 

Mormon character. 

From Journal of Kuman Jones of .Blanding Utah. 
Copied by L. C.K. 
3/6/34 Mesa, Ariz. 
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