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 Bluff Fort and the Hole in the Rock expedition is a story for all times. It is a 
story that deserves and needs to be heard around the world. It is a story of         
miracles and undaunted faith. To be privileged to be part of the preservation of 
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  In 1879-80, pioneers built a wagon road in southeastern Utah near the Four Corners area. They 
were fulfilling an assignment from The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to establish a 
settlement and nurture peaceful relations with the Utes and the Navajos. Their journey turned into 
an ordeal of unparalleled difficulty as they spent six months blazing a route across some of the 
most broken and rugged terrain in North America. This trail went through the Hole-in-the-Rock, a 
crevice in the Colorado River gorge. 

 Upon their arrival in the San Juan area on April 6, 1880, they established a small community 
called Bluff City. Their first dwellings were one-room, log cabins. The cabins were built closely to 
each other to form the exterior walls of a fort in a hollow square. Security was achieved by everyone 
living in close proximity to each other. The fort consisted of an open square, outlined by forty to 
fifty cabins whose doors and windows all faced the center. A meetinghouse at the north end of the 
fort was used as the church and school, and became the center of all social activity. 

 Only one of the fort’s log cabins survived. It was home to Harriet and Joseph Barton and their 
eight children. It remains the only tangible reminder of early home life on the San Juan frontier. 
Corinne Roring and the Letty Jones Foundation acquired the cabin from Gary and Sharon Guymon 
and hired the removal of brush, weeds and tamarisk. During the first week of April 6-11, 1998, vol-
unteers from throughout the state convened at the cabin site. In one week’s time, one room of the 
cabin was restored and the other rooms were excavated and preserved. 

 As volunteers worked to preserve the cabin, a dream and vision of founder Corinne Roring was 
launched and extended far beyond the task at hand. Since that time, most of the Bluff City block 
associated with the Barton cabin and the Bluff Fort has been acquired. The property was cleared; a 
rip gut fence was built in 1998 in the southwest corner, and the Log Meetinghouse was recreated on 
the site in 2002. The meetinghouse was constructed as authentically as possible. Its size, shape and 
use of twisted cottonwood logs are the same as the original. 

 Next came a monument plaza, dedicated to the Hole-in the-Rock pioneers in 2005. Granite 
slabs held in place with rock columns display the engraved names of each pioneer family who came 
in those first years. Four years after the monument plaza was built, a statue of President John Tay-
lor was dedicated at the same location. John Taylor was the leader of the Church of Jesus Christ of  
Latter-day Saints who called the pioneers to settle the San Juan region.  

 Fourteen cabins were constructed in a square over a four year period from 2008 to 2011.        
Descendants of the original pioneers funded and built the cabins in a tremendous undertaking. The 
cabins are furnished with furniture and numerous antiques belonging to their forebearers. 

 A state road shed was purchased in 2003 and converted into a woodshop, mail receiving room, 
and eventually a state of the art kitchen. The Utah Navajo Development Council building was      
acquired in 2008 and used as the first visitors’ center. It was later used as the sewing and craft   
center. A one-room, former Relief Society building was restored in 2010, as a reminder of the    
charitable service of the local pioneer women. First class public restrooms were built in 2011. “Bus 
tours, youth groups, families and other tourists who visit Bluff Fort today now enjoy a convenience 
that was never imagined 140 plus years ago.” The restored Kumen Jones rock home, already onsite, 
and a bowery added to the completeness of the Fort in 2018. 

 The crowning gem of Bluff Fort was erected as an exact replica of the original trading post. A 
two-story, solid rock structure patterned after the 1890s San Juan Cooperative was built in 2013. 
Corinne Roring proudly called it the “Shining Star of Southeastern Utah.” A Ute tipi, a Navajo    
Hogan, a waterwheel (2016), and gold panning stream, 21 wagons, and other 1880 style museum  
pieces enhance the modern fort. Over the years, generous corporate and individual donations ena-
ble the Hole in the Rock Foundation to continue operating the Fort. 

 Finally, volunteer missionaries began manning the Fort as full-time caretakers in 2013. They are 
called by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints for periods of service varying from six 
months to two years, and more. They are assisted during the busy seasons by volunteers from  
nearby Blanding and Monticello, Utah, many of whom are descendants of the original pioneers. 

 Most importantly are the tens of thousands of visitors who come year-round to visit. They come 
from all 50 states, Washington DC, and 85 plus countries internationally. 

Bluff Fort Historic Site of the Hole in the Rock Pioneers 

1



�o�e�� �isto�� of Blu� Fo�t 

TITLE PAGE: BLUFF HISTORIC SITE, HOME OF THE HOLE IN THE ROCK PIONEERS. 

TABLE OF CONTENTS.  Page 2
Fo�e�o���  
����o�le��e�e�ts� 
Ti�eli�e� 
Co�i��e �o�i�� T�i�ute� 

CHAPTER ONE MIRACLE OF WHEN THE TIME IS RIGHT, IT WILL HAPPEN. Page 16
Co�i��e� �i�e a�� C�ai� �o�i��� 
Ba�to� Ca�i� ��ese��a�o� �� �a�o�t C�a�t�ee� 
�o� �ee���house �epli�a Co�st�u��o�� 
The �tate �oa� �he� �e�a�e �The Co��o� Ca�i��� the Woo�shop� �it�he� a�� �e�ei�i�� �oo�� 
�a�ue Ba�to� �i��ha��s ���ou�t of the �a�l� �ea�s of the �o�e�� Fo�t a�� the Fi�st �isito�s� Ce�te�� 
The Blu� Fo�t �io�ee� �o�u�e�t De�i�a�o� o� �p�il �� ����� 
�e��a� �a�o�s �oi� t�o Cultu�es a�� T�o Cou�t�ies ����-��� 
Ca�p ����ie ����� 
The Blu� �io�ee� Ce�ete��� �a�l� ��petus fo� the Fo�t De�elop�e�t� 

CHAPTER TWO MIRACLE OF MODERN CABIN BUILDING AT BLUFF FORT. Page 71
���� ���F� 
���� Ca�i� Buil�i�� Be�a�� 
����-�� �it�he� a�� �e�a��a Co�st�u��o�� 
�u�io Ca�i� �essa�es a�� �a�� �o�e�s� 
�o�e�so� �e�a�� Fou��a�o�� 
�oh� Ta�lo� �tatue De�i�a�o� ��to�e� ��� ����� 
�elief �o�iet� Buil�i�� �e�o�a�o� i� ����� 
Blu� Fo�t �est�oo�s ��o�i�e �ause That �ef�eshes� 

CHAPTER THREE MIRACLE OF THE SAN JUAN COOPERATIVE –GEM OF THE FORT.   Page 104
��to�e� ��� ������isto�i� Da� Fo� Blu� Fo�t Co-op ��ou����ea�i��� 
The Co-op Co�st�u��o�� �i��o� Cu���� ���a� Do�ate�� �ai���� Do�a�o�� De�i�a�o�� the �l� Blu� Co-op 
�to�e� 

CHAPTER FOUR MIRACLE OF VOLUNTEERS�                                                                                                 Page 121  
��t�o�u��o�� �a�� �o�e�s� ��a�t � �a�� plus Dell � ��le�e Ta�lo�� Di�� a�� Co��ie �a�o�s� Ca�i� �u�io 
�essa�es� Chu��h �isto�� Depa�t�e�t� Do� ���e�s� �l�e� �te�e� ��o� a�� �e�io� �e��i�e �issio�a�ies� �l�e� 
�e��a�� �� Cu��s ���� �l�e� ��le �� ���a�� Be��a�i� ���les� �oh� a�� B�a��o� Co�� �a�� a�� Ca�ol �ute�spau�h� 
�e�� a�� Che�ie �o�es� Da�i� �� a�� �oa��e Walto�� �a�� Coo� a�� ����     
�te�e�s� 

CHAPTER FIVE MIRACLE: WE CONTINUE TO DO HARD THINGS.       Page 145
Blu� Fo�t Di�e�to�s� F�a�� a�� �lai�e �o�le� Fall ���� to ����� Dale a�� Be�e�l� Bla��� ���� to ����� Bu��is a�� 
�a�a ��i��e� ���� to ��� �i� a�� �i��i ��� ���� to ��� Wa��e a�� Ci��� ���leto� ���� to ����� Dou� a�� �au�ie 
�o�ell ����� Will a�� �e��� �e�� ���� to ��� �a�� a�� �o�ie �as�usse� ���� to ��� B���e � �au�ie Fi�el� ����� 
Chapte� Fi�e p�o�i�es �es��ip�o�s of the �ate� �heel ��ea�o�� the �u�e� �o�es �o�e pa��al �esto�a�o�� the 
�o�e�� �uil�i��� the e�uip�e�t �ispla�� the ��ol�oa� ���a�p�e�t�� the �a� �ua� �ill �io�a�a �o�plete� �� 
�e��� �ll�e�� a�� �e��o� of the a���ipate� �a�o� � tea� of ho�ses �ispla�� 

APPENDIX.           Page 236
�a�l� Co-op photos� Co�e�e� �a�o� lo�o �esi��� ���F ���e�ti�e �issio�; Co�i��e �o�i�� ���� fi�esi�e; Bluff   
�e�ete�� �e�i�atio�; ���� S��� L��� ������� a�ti�le o� Bluff Fo�t �esto�atio�; ���� photo of �oseph Ba�to� Ca�i�;  
��olu�tee�s �a�te�� ��o�hu�e; ���ate� ae�ial photo��aph of the Fo�t; � Bluff Fo�t ��o�hu�es; ���� s�ale ��a�� 
i�� of pio�ee� �o�u�e�t a�� �e�i�atio� i��itatio�; ���� a�ti�le o� Fo�t �esto�atio�; ���� LDS ������ ���� a��� 
�le o� se�le�s of Blu�; ���� S�� ���� ������ a���les o� �o�u�e�t �e�i�a�o�; ��a�� � �to�e� �� �� �al �oh�� 
so�� ���� �ul� ��si��; Ta�e a �tep i�to �isto�� at Blu� Fo�t� i� ���� Wa�s to ��pe�ie��e �a� �ua� Cou�t�; �Faith 
to ��s�e� the Call�� �� �e��e� �� �olla��; �e�ial photo��aphs ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���� �� �a� �hu�� 
�a�; ���� Blu� �e�o�o�al �� �oseph Fiel�i�� ��Co��ie; �olu�tee� oppo�tu�i�es � �uali��a�o�s; ���� LDS 
������ ���� a���le ��pi�it of �la�e; ol� �isito� �e�te� sto���oa��; ��o�s of �tah �io�ee�s a��ual t�ip to Blu� 
Fo�t; ��plo�e�s� �ole i� the �o�� �outes �ap; ���� ���� ����� �epte��e� ���� a��ou��i�� the �oh� Ta�lo� 
�tatue �e�i�a�o� � othe� e�e�ts at the Fo�t; �oh� Ta�lo� �o�u�e�t �la�a �e�i�a�o� i��ita�o� � i��e�a��; 
�Faith Co��ue�s ��possi�le T�e��� LDS ������ ���� a���le; tal� �i�e� at the �oh� Ta�lo� �tatue �e�i�a�o� �� 
�a�� �a�e Woo��e�; Fi�e pa�e �es��ip�o� of ol� Blu� Fo�t; �issio�a�� a��o��o�a�o� si��; ���F ��o�hu�e 
up�ate o� Blu� Fo�t �esto�a�o�; ���� ���� �������� �������� �e�spape� a���le o� Blu� Fo�t ��ou����ea�i��; 
�What Does a Do�e�t Do � � � � a���le; The �o�� Woo� Boo� ��o�e�t� �� Cath� W�i�ht; ��a� �ua� �ill �e��eate� i� 
a Beau�ful Ca��i�� �� �e��� �ll�e�� �� Be�e�l� �o�ell Bla��; Blu� Fo�t �outh Co�fe�e��e ��o�hu�e; Blu� Fo�t 
au�io sto�ies; Co-op ��a�i�� � �e�i�a�o� i��ita�o�; ��si�e the �o-op- photos � �es��ip�o�; �e�ial photos of the 
�o�i�� a�� �e�s �ielso� ���F p�ope��es; Chu��h se��i�e �issio�a�� �e�o�� �oo� �o�e�s� ���� to ����; 
Chil��e��s Blu� Fo�t �io�ee� �u�t; Blu� Fo�t total �isito�s ����-����; C�ate�� full-si�e� ��e��lass ho�ses; T�ip 
���iso� sa�ple �e�ie�s of Blu� Fo�t �isto�i� �ite; �uest �e�iste� �o��e�ts; �hoto pa�es of Blu� Fo�t a�� 
su��ou��i�� s�e�es�  
BIBLIOGRAPHY. Page 326

2



Foreword  The story and legacy of the Hole in the Rock Pioneers will forever hold an important place in the settling of the Great Basin and beyond.  The faith, courage, and indomitable spirit of this group of pioneers remains vibrant in the letters and journals that they left behind.    Bluff Fort Visitors’ Center and the Hole in the Rock Foundation have given a place to share these amazing stories showing Jens Nielson’s rallying cry for the Saints by having plenty of �Stickie-ta-Tudy� through their determination and faith in God.  This group of ��� Mormon pioneers, blazed a trail across some of the most broken, difficult terrain. They forged a wagon road that even today amazes those who retrace the pioneers’ footsteps in the wilderness area of Southeastern Utah.    Their example of following a Prophet of God and �sticking� to the task shows their    indomitable pioneer spirit of settling the wild west of the late ��th Century.    Through their perseverance, the land was tamed, the economy flourished, and a more peaceful relationship was developed with neighboring Native American tribes.    Due to the vision of Corinne Roring and other descendant �Hole in the Rockers,� the time was right to recreate a canvas of cabins, historic buildings and additional exhibits that bring to life their �Stickie-ta-Tudy.�    Miracles were wrought with the help of a creative board of directors, and then an army of volunteers showing up at the Fort at just the right time.    Today, you can see the fruits of this all-volunteer group of modern-day pioneers who have shown their true spirit as logs were laid, vegetation planted, and historic buildings recreated. The spirit of the ����’s comes to life as you enter the stone Co-op Store and step back in time to engage yourself in the stories of faith, courage, determination, and faith in Jesus Christ.    We hope all that come will be changed for the better; that the stories come to life for you. We also hope you are able to gain just a little of their �Stickie-ta-Tudy� spirit when life’s challenges come your way. We truly feel that because of them, not only descendants, but all who come can increase their faith and determination to �Do Hard Things.�    We hope that as a result of our recording these efforts you will gain a greater belief in miracles and how you can be a helper in God’s Kingdom here on earth. Our deepest thanks go to all who gave their sweat and blood and a lot of financial backing to create this living legacy to the San Juan Pioneers.  We hope that people from all over the world will continue to come and feel the sacred-ness of Bluff Fort. Truly this ground was hallowed by the pioneers and again by all those who gave of their time and talents to restore and create this amazing center for learning.  Grant Taylor 
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TIMELINE OF MODERN BLUFF FORT HISTORIC SITE DEVELOPMENT  

The Hole In the Rock Foundation objective and mission is to preserve, per-
petuate, and promote the historical legacy of the Hole in the Rock/San 
Juan Mission Pioneers.  
The HIRF motto: The San Juan Pioneers accomplished the  impossible 
through unwavering commitment and devotion. 
1978 The highway through Bluff was diverted, no longer passing directly north of the 
old Bluff Fort site, but south of it instead. 
1994 A search was conducted in the Bluff Cemetery by asking old-timers to identify  
unmarked graves. 

1995  March 25, Corinne Roring directed a volunteer cleanup of Bluff Cemetery. 
1996 May, the covered wagon logo was approved for use on the Hole in the Rock trail. 
It was designed by Lamont Crabtree and used as a logo at Bluff Fort. 
1997 Corinne Roring successfully led a campaign to raise funds and purchase the Bluff 
Pioneer Cemetery. 250—300 people attended a dedication on October 11th. 
1997 Corinne Roring utilized the Letty Jones Foundation & other moneys to purchase 
the Barton Cabin from Gary and Sharon Guymon.  
1998 The Barton Cabin Restoration took place. After much time-consuming               
preliminary effort by Corinne Roring, a host of individuals came to help April 6-11th, 
including Graig Taylor, Lamont & Spencer Crabtree, Gary Guymon, Corinne & Craig 
Roring.  
 
1998 June, a ripgut cedar post fence was built on the southwest part of the Fort. Max 
Dalton was in charge and taught volunteers how to build it. 
 
2002 The construction of the Log Meeting house was accomplished. 
 
2003 Old state road shed was purchased by Corinne Roring. It was eventually            
remodeled into the Cowboy Cabin, a receiving room, a laundromat, a kitchen and a 
woodshop. 
 
2003 September 11, the historic San Juan River Swinging Bridge collapsed nearby. 
 
2005, Bishop H. David Burton came to Bluff Fort to dedicate the first portion of    
Monument Plaza. It was a cold, blustery April day and a crowd gathered for the       
dedication and then quickly left.   

2005 Larue Barton (later Kirkham) became involved in the Fort. 
2005 The board of directors for the Fort included Graig Taylor, Lamont Crabtree, 
Corinne Roring– president and official Fort gopher, Mike Roring and LaMar Helquist. 
Carl McKay in Provo, Utah was the accountant for the first few years and would come 
and help out once in a while at the fort. 
2006 The Hole-in-the-Rock Foundation was incorporated as a 501 (C) (3) and the Bluff 
properties were transferred from the Letty Jones Foundation to the newly established 
Hole-in-the-Rock Foundation run by a board of directors. 
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2006 Grant Taylor was invited by his brother Graig to become involved in the Fort. 
Grant became a substantial contributor in many ways to the cause. In 2013, Grant was 
quoted as stating “My eyesight is dim, but my vision is clear.” 

2006 Graig and Grant Taylor led a Sons of the Utah Pioneers tour which focused on the 
Hole in the Rock pioneers. The tour was impetus for several missionaries who later 
served at Bluff Fort because of their impressions. 

2007 The Hole in the Rock News featured an ad seeking individuals or families to help 
with ground planting and site maintenance, and early 1880-1890 pioneer memorabilia 
for display. Interested persons were to contact Corinne Roring in Monticello, Utah.   
Also, a volunteer interior commercial designer to design and help build the new        
interpretive center was sought, with L. Graig Taylor as the person to contact. 

2007 Karl and LaRue Barton purchased the Jens Nielson home. The first couple of 
years they came and stayed during the week, and then moved there full time in 2009. 
Karl and LaRue were on the board of directors for the fort. 

2007 October, the McConkie family came to Bluff; sprinkler system and trees planted. 

2007 10 acres of land west of Bluff was purchased for Camp Stickie and later on a well 
was drilled. 

2007 Eighteen German wagons were donated by Gunter Liebich. 

2007 Fun Fact: the first wedding was held in the restored Log Meeting house on Oct. 
27th, 2007. 

2008  HIRF purchased the “Kissing Hogan” (the UNDC or Utah Navajo Development 
Council building). 

2008 April 6, a fireside was given by Corinne Roring at Bluff Fort, commemorating the   
pioneers arrival in Bluff on April 6, 1880. 

2008 May, a wagon trip was made to Germany by the Graig and Grant Taylor to     
procure wagons.  

2008 May, the Hole in the Rock Foundation received a Federal Scenic By-ways grant of 
$486,000 to be used in building a replica of the original co-op store thanks to the      
efforts of Joe Hurst and Lynn Stevens. 

2008 July 1st- The first visitor center was opened in the double hogan building, known 
as the craft center. A video reenactment of the Hole in the Rock trek by Lamont     
Crabtree was featured on a DVD played on a TV monitor. Tri-Hurst Construction was 
hired to remodel it, including painting and put a bathroom in. They closed it in 
October for the winter. LaRue Barton was the HIRF secretary and helped to keep the 
Bluff Fort Welcome Center open. There were about 2,000 visitors that first year. 

2008 The Log Meetinghouse roof was sagging so a center post was added. 

 2008 Dec, the first generous Sorenson foundation grant was approved for $150,000. 
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2008 The HIRF newsletter advertised for volunteers. “Wanted: Enthusiastic couples or 
singles who desire a life-changing opportunity to share the true life experiences of the 
dedicated pioneers who founded Bluff in Southeastern Utah. Spend two weeks to six 
months volunteering as guides at the Bluff Fort Visitors’ Center. Show the site to     
tourists from around the world. Tell the stories of teamwork, sacrifice, cooperation and 
faith which allowed these stout-hearted people to ‘accomplish the seemingly               
impossible.’ If you desire, there are also opportunities to garden, quilt, make rugs, and 
assist with construction projects. This experience of service will touch your heart and 
help you appreciate and understand the challenges your own ancestors faced during 
the 1800’s.” 
 
2008 In October, three cabins had been completed, including the James and Lucinda 
Redd cabin, the Thales Haskell cabin, and the Amasa Barton blacksmith shop. 
 
2008 Fall, a Ute Teepee, walkway, and a dirt-covered Navajo hogan were planned     
according to a handwritten note intended for use in the Fall 2008 Fort newsletter. 
 
2008 October 18th, a fireside was given by Joseph Fielding McConkie in the Log            
Meetinghouse. 
 
2009, the Lemuel H. Redd Jr. cabin was built in April, George Hobbs cabin in May, 
and the Lymans (Platte, Walter, Joseph & Edward) and Perkins (Hyrum and Ben)   
cabins were built in June.  In October of 2009, unbelievably, three cabins went 
up: Frederick Jones cabin; Samuel Wood cabin; and Parley Butt cabin. All were         
finished in time for the dedication of the John Taylor monument Oct. 24. 2009. 
 
2009 the HIRF website debuted January 1st. The new site featured an extensive image 
gallery, detailed trail guides, video tours of Bluff Fort, and highlights of past service 
projects. 
 
2009 March through May, a Navajo hogan was built at Bluff Fort by Burand             
Construction of Monticello, Utah  at a cost of $10,481. Two older Navajo ladies           
approved its’ construction as being built in the old traditional way and could be          
accepted and blessed by a medicine man. The interior was decorated by a local Navajo 
lady Mary Lou Harvey. Further consultation came later with Casey and Cecilia Lee Boy. 
 
2009 New  kitchen –“The cooks at the fort are excited about having a kitchen in one of 
the truck bays in the old state road garage. There are two stoves, two refrigerators, and 
three sinks! When we say ‘cooks” we mean you who come with your families for a good 
time at the Fort. The kitchen doors open onto a wraparound patio with a new roof for 
shade. The new roof was built in two days by volunteers like Mike and Rob Atkinson 
who stopped to see the fort. They returned with hammers and gloves and worked 
alongside Neal Roberts, Ned Hall, Jack Muterspaugh, and Dale & Jennie Major and 
members of the Hobbs family. The heavy timbers and boards flew into place under Ron 
Snowden’s supervision.”  HIRF Newsletter, 2009 
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2009 October, sod was laid in front of the Cowboy Cabin and near the Kumen Jones 
home ruins. Professional sign painter Grant L. and Grant P. Taylor volunteered to do 
the job. Grant L. Taylor also painted all the Fort signs with the assistance of his brother 
Dell Taylor. 

2009 Some 500 descendants and San Juan County residents gathered Saturday,      
October 24th, under deep blue skies to join with Elder L. Tom Perry of the Quorum of 
the Twelve in dedicating a bronze statue of  John Taylor, the third president of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The statue was erected on the original site 
of the fort. Accompanying Elder Perry was Utah Gov. Gary R. Herbert, who paid    
homage to the political accomplishments of President Taylor. Beverley Sorenson and 
the Sorenson Legacy Foundation donated the money to build the statue and she        
unveiled it. After the dedication, Elder Perry, the Sorensons & others were treated to a 
trip to San Juan Hill where they were told the story of Bishop Jens Nielson’s ox dying. 
After they were served a lunch. 

2009 HIRF received generous donations from George & Delores Eccles Foundation, 
One Foundation, Inc., Redd Investment Corp., San Juan County Office of Tourism, 
Sorenson Legacy Foundation, and the Utah State Office of Museum Services as well as 
generous donations from individuals. 

2010 New restroom facilities were started at Bluff Fort by Hurst Construction and 
Redd Mechanical. Completed in 2011. 

2010 March, the Relief Society building was refurbished. 

2010 May- Charles Eugene Walton and Jens Nielson cabins were built. 

2010 June 3, The first ever Trek was hosted at Bluff Fort. Over 280 participants from 
the Blanding stake came. They performed service projects, trekked up and down San 
Juan Hill, square danced, ate and held a fireside over the period of a few days. 

2010 Ron & Lorraine Barton, Dennis & Lorraine Harvey, and Bill and Marilyn Moen 
came and spent all summer doing electrical work while camping in their trailers, all on 
the same little septic system. 

2010 Grant and Nina Taylor, and Karl and LaRue Barton went to a trade show in    
Denver to purchase items to sell at the fort. Prior to that, they had been selling a lot of             
T-shirts, books, candy sticks and similar items. 

2010 Steve Bronson was the Bluff Fort visitors’ center director. LaRue Barton worked 
at the Fort the previous three years and two years following Steve. 

2010 October 9-10, building rocks were cut into 7 inch thick slabs for the Co-op. 

2010 October 29-31, the Deckers joined forces to honor their ancestors (James,          
Cornelius, Nathaniel & Zachariah Sr. and Jr.) with a cabin building project. 

2011 LaRue Barton served at the Fort again. One missionary couple came during     
September and October. 
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2011 The fort went digital with its own Facebook page.  

2011 On the morning of April 21st, construction began on the Hanson Bayles cabin at 
the Bluff Fort.  

2011 The little cabins at the Fort now had electricity thanks to Ron Barton and all 
who assisted him. Fourteen cabins and a restroom facility had been erected in less 
than four years.  

2011 15,118 visitors from 29 countries and all 50 states visited the Fort from March 
to October. 

2011 The July Ensign Magazine contained two articles that highlighted the Hole in 
the Rock experience. Elder Jeffery R. Holland captured the emotion of Belle and     
Sanford Smith and the story of the “Last Wagon” in the article “Faith to Answer the 
Call” on page 48.  The second is an article by R. Val Johnson titled “Sand and Stone” 
on page 40. He highlighted the trekking of three stakes along the Hole in the Rock 
Trail in 2010.   

2011 Construction began on the Co-op visitors center. Ground breaking for the Co-op 
with Utah Governor Gary Herbert was October 12th.  

2012 Elder Steven E. Snow authorized calling Church service missionaries to serve at 
the Bluff Fort. The following year of 2013, twelve missionary couples came to serve at 
the Fort.   

2012 February 17, the Charles Redd Center for Western Studies at Brigham Young 
University sponsored a symposium entitled “Charlie Redd Symposium.” There were 
three presenters: Lamont Crabtree discussed the selection of a route for the trail, 
Doug Major talked about the decision to take the difficult route, and David Carpenter 
described life in Bluff. 

2012 September Dick Jacobs comes aboard with amazing electronics skills. Gary 
Cook wrote a script for a movie about the fort and introduced movie producer and 
director Alan Peterson to Bluff Fort. 
 
2013 “If These Walls Could Talk” was filmed in January, mostly in Cottonwood   
Canyon near Bluff. Alan Peterson was the director. It was filmed during a six-day  
period, other than a segment at the top of Hole in the Rock in June. Script by Gary 
Cook.  

2013 Ben and Mary McConkie Donaho donated an antique pump organ for use in the 
Bluff Fort Co-op & Jack Powers made repairs to it. 

2013-14 Frank and Elaine Rowley were Bluff Fort directors. They were called in late 
2012. 
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2013-2014 Bluff Fort HIRF (Hole-in-the Rock Foundation) Board Members - Corinne 
Roring –President, Grant Taylor, LaMar Helquist, Mike Roring, Lynn Stevens, Steve 
Jensen.  

2013 February, Gary Spears built room divisions, stairs and laid pine flooring upstairs. 
In March Jack Powers began installing interior cabinets at the Co-op. 
 
2013 April, Grant and Dell Taylor painted Co-op fixtures. May 1st, a ribbon cutting  
ceremony marked the official opening of the Co-op. June, ice cream machine was      
donated. June, pine flooring laid.  
  
2013 October 11, a spectacular copy of a painting by Farrell Collett entitled “The Hole 
in the Rock” was installed in the Bluff Fort Co-op prior to dedication. It was donated by 
Paul and Diane Redd. 

2013, the San Juan Cooperative building was completed and dedicated on October 
12th. Bishop Keith B. McMullin told Grant Taylor “to never get off your soap box about 
the Fort.” 
 
2013-2014, the Roring apartment complex and home was built to house missionaries 
and to provide a gathering place for the missionaries to hold socials such as Family 
Home Evening. During the winter, Vance Seeley added stones to the Co-op store. 

2014 Wooden barrels were ordered. 
 
2014 Elder Peter Evans of the First Council of 70 of the Church of Jesus Christ of      
Latter-day Saints visited the Fort. 
 
2014 Camp Stickie was built. 
 
2015 Gerald Lund and Corinne Roring gave missionary firesides. 
 
2015–16 Dale and Beverly Black Bluff Fort were directors, winter & summer. 

2015 Eagles nest office above second floor of co-op was constructed. 

2015 June 15, Corinne Roring age 87 passed away. She was the founder of Bluff        
Historic Fort and president of the Hole in the Rock Foundation. 

2015 Oct 10, Elder Steven E. Snow of the First Quorum of Seventy & Church Historian 
dedicated the monument to the second group of San Juan pioneers and gave a fireside. 

2015  Shop expansion was completed. An air conditioner was added. A policies and 
procedures handbook was developed. The highway cleanup was started. Showers and a 
water tank were added to Camp Stickie. 

2015- Board of Directors were LaMar Helquist, president, Mike Roring, vice president, 
Donna Jensen, Steve Jensen, Stuart Matheson, Lynn Stevens, and Grant Taylor. 

2016 Utah Senators Orrin Hatch and Mike Lee visited the fort on separate occasions. 
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2016 “Taj-Ma Cluck” or the “House of Chickens” coop was built. 

2016 A water wheel was built and installed. 

2017 Quote in missionary yearbook- Albert R. Lyman, the “Old Settler” stated that ‘no 
one enters the boundaries of the San Juan Mission by chance.’ He said that everyone 
who would come, would come to fulfill a foreordained purpose, no matter their race, 
profession, or religion. 

2016- Board of Directors were Lynn Stevens, president, Mike Roring, vice president, 
Donna Jensen, Stuart Matheson, Grant Taylor, and Jed Lyman. 

2016-17 Burnis and Lana Skinner served as Bluff Fort directors. 

2017 Utah Symphony Concert performed in Bluff at Camp Stickie.  

2017 Dick Jacobs built the new electronics to show all three Hole in the Rock movies in 
various languages in both the visitors center upstairs and in the log meeting house. 

2017 New countertop and cabinet additions in the Co-op were made by Jack Powers 
and his son. 

2017 The flagstone sidewalks were cemented in. They had been installed earlier by Boy 
Scouts in sand.  

2017 A new receiving room was built adjacent to the woodshop. 

2017 Repairs were made to the water wheel and gold panning pumps. 

2017–19 Jim & Vicki Orr were called as Bluff Fort directors. 

2018 Teepee, picnic tables & benches, and the hogan were updated. 

2018 Ruben Garnica designed and made new covers for the wagons and created the 
stained-glass windows in the Kumen Jones home. 

2018 The bowery was built. Elder Alan Pace, a retired commercial electrical contractor 
was able to share of his talents and skills on the pavilion and Kumen Jones home     
restoration. The Kumen Jones Home was completed, furnished and opened. 

2018 Visit of Elder Dieter F. Uchtdorf of the Council of the Twelve Apostles of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in December.  

2019 Two new displays were added with farm implements and the Holyoak wagon en-
campment. Farm implements were donated by Bluff resident Melvin Gaines. The dis-
plays were created by Leon Jones with help from the service missionaries. 

2019 The brochure display cabinet was built. 

Winter 2019-Summer 2021 Wayne and Cindy Embleton were Bluff Fort directors   
during the challenging Covid 19 epidemic which required adjustments in personal dis-
tancing, opening and closing the Co-op and Fort, etc. 

2019 Waterwheel bucket repairs were made using Trex wood. 
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2021 The Hole in the Rock Foundation successfully applied for grant money to         
remodel the Fort kitchen and add a new laundry. 

2021 September 25, dedication of the Kumen Jones home restoration. 

2021 Breakfast fundraiser was held for the Bluff Volunteer Fire Department, which 
had become an annual event. 

2021 Bluff Fort had an entry in the Founders Day Parade in Monticello. Service      
missionaries Parrishes and Embletons rode in an iron-tired buggy, with a Bluff Fort 
Visitor Center/Museum sign on it. Bluff Fort had entries several times prior to this in 
local parades in Blanding, too. 

2021 New state of the art kitchen and “Sweet Shoppe” addition was completed, and a 
new laundromat was built under the direction and workmanship of Fred May and 
Bruce Riches. 

2021 Elder LeGrand R. Curtis of the Seventy visited Bluff Fort & spoke to the service 
missionaries. He was director of Church historic sites. 

2021 Elder Mitchell A. Smith passed away early summer while serving a mission at the 
Bluff Fort Historic Site. 

2021 The waterwheel was repaired, and a new design was used. 

2021 October 22, senior service missionaries Dan Seegmiller and Ann McEuen were 
married in the Log Meetinghouse.  

 2021 November, HIRF purchased the Jens Nielson property from LaRue Kirkham. 
Property. The parcel of land included one of only three Bluff artesian wells. 

2021 –22 Will and Peggy Redd were directors. 

2022 Machine shop and storage room enclosed. 

2022 Building of Apartment #5 was started on the Jens Nielson property. 

2023 February, a Royal International RV was donated to HIRF by Ted and Jean      
Demars for use as missionary quarters. 

2022 Dump trailer was rebuilt and reinforced. 

2022 Purchase of a laser woodburning, computerized system allowed professional 
signs to be made using laser technology. 

2023 February, Jack and Lorie Rasmussen were called as directors to begin serving 
March 1st. 

2023 A concrete sidewalk leading to the kitchen and a concrete extension in front of 
kitchen patio was installed. Needed repairs were completed to wagon steps, staining 
and sealing of windows and door frames of co-op, and repairing and artwork done on 
photo-op display. All work was under the direction of Bill Hansen, missionary. 
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2023  Community outreach programs of the Fort involved Adopt-a-Highway,          
Fireman's’ Breakfast, and Friday Nights at the Fort. The missionaries also helped the 
city with planning for crowds coming to watch the solar eclipse. There was a one-day 
record of 453 visitors on the Fort to watch the eclipse. Later, the Fort missionaries 
helped serve a free Thanksgiving meal at Twin Rocks Café with several hundred in    
attendance. 

2024  January- the Bluff Fort missionaries were assigned to the New Mexico         
Farmington Mission as fulltime missionaries. The designation of service missionaries 
would no longer apply to incoming senior missionaries. 

2024 January 26th, Bryce and Laurie Fifield were called as Bluff Fort Fort directors to 
begin serving March 1st. 

2024 Several new, commercially made signs were installed around the Fort. They were 
researched by Leon Jones and designed by Lamont Crabtree. Most were descriptions 
of the cabin occupants. 

2024 March, the San Juan Cooperative roof was re-shingled. 

2024 April, a cement sidewalk and patio were installed at apartment #5. 

2024 June, a beautiful video presentation was placed in the Relief Society building 
honoring the legacy of the pioneer women of Bluff. 

2024 A fully harnessed team of life-sized, horse statues was attached to a covered  
wagon on the Fort.  

 
God does not begin by asking us about our ability, but only about our availability 

and if we then prove our dependability, He will increase our capability!  
-Neal A. Maxwell 
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Corinne Nielson Roring Tribute 
This is a tribute to our mother written by Corinne’s children: John, Janie, and Mike. We 

recognize our mother as one of the key founders and developers of the restored Bluff Fort. She 
was a visionary and passionate about Bluff from the time she was a very young girl. She never 
let it go.  

It started when she organized and raised money to save the Bluff Cemetery. Then the 
opportunity to purchase the Barton cabin from Gary Guymon presented itself. With Gary’s 
generous support Mom made the purchase with funds from her personal account and from the 
Letty Jones Heritage Foundation of which she was the trustee. Mom told Mike that she had just 
bought us a family cabin. Then took him for a ride to Bluff to see the tree-covered, dirt-covered, 
and Tamarac-covered Barton cabin. Next came the log meeting house, the Cowboy Cabin, the 
craft center, the hogan, the individual cabins, the blacksmith’s shop, the woodwork shop, the 
Kumen Jones home, and the crowning jewel of it all, the Co-op Store.   

No one will ever know how much time and money she invested in the Fort. She said the Fort 
was our inheritance. For this, we are honored. For her, it wasn’t a sacrifice. She considered it 
her calling. She wanted the amazing history of the Hole-in-the-Rock adventure and Bluff 
settlement to be preserved and shared. Mom said, “The Fort must go on. Like the old Jens said, 
‘We must go on whether we can or not. And if you have plenty of Stick-ity-tu-ity we cannot 
fail.’ If our children learn just those two things, then this Fort has been worth it.” Mom always 
said, “When the time is right, it will happen.”   

Miracles happened over and over again. Mom involved all of her family in this dream, 
including grandchildren, and especially Mike and his son Craig. She wore out the road between 
Monticello and Bluff, often loaded down with needed supplies. She was there for every cabin 
building, every celebration, every feeding of volunteers, and every drip line set. Mom loved 
greeting and helping every missionary she could. She was ALWAYS there working for the 
benefit of the Fort. The Fort was her life.   

It was not in our mother’s nature to take credit or be in the spotlight. She just wanted this 
important history preserved so future generations would know of the sacrifice made by these 
incredible pioneers. She was smart and savvy. She served on other foundation boards and knew 
how they should operate. Mom was blessed with a keen business mind which helped in the 
creation of the foundation with a board of directors that still exists today.  

 We will be forever grateful to all who served with her and who will serve in the future. If 
we couldn’t find our mother, we knew she was in Bluff staying in the Cowboy Cabin. She was 
often found working by herself cleaning up and walking around the Fort. We recognize many, 
many other individuals who contributed tremendously so this dream could become a reality.  

Mom never stopped. She finally had the opportunity to build a home across the street from 
the Co-op, along with some apartments for her beloved missionaries. She just had to have a 
place of her own in Bluff. In her later life, she would stay in Bluff to watch over what was 
happening in this place she loved.  
We thank all the directors and missionaries who “watched” over our mother. We knew when 
she was alone in Bluff, she was in the hands of earthly guardian angels. Thank you for being 
there. Bluff was a sacred place to her. We still feel her Spirit there and know she is watching 
over her beloved Fort. 
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The original Bluff Fort San Juan Cooperative.  Charles Goodman photo. 

The repli�a of the Bluff Fort San Juan Cooperative ����.  Ted Hill photo. 

15



������ ������� �� ���� ����  

 

“T ���� ��� ����� ��������� ����� �� �������� ������ ������ ��� ���� ��        
����������� ������� �� ���� �� ������� ����������� ���� ����� ��� ������� 

�� ��������� ���� �� � ����� �� ������ �������� ���� ��������� ��������� ������ 
�� �� ����� ��������� �� ���� ������ ��� ����� �������� �� ����� ��������� ���� 
��� ����� �� ��� ���� �� � ������ ������� ��� ����� �� ��� ������ ������� ����    
��������� ���� � ��������� ������� ���� ��������� �� ���� ��� ���� ����� ������� 

CHAPTER ONE  
Miracle of When 
the time is right, 
it will happen.Corinne Roring Quote 

16



Modern Bluff Fort 

T �e �dea o� �e-��ea��� Bluff �o�t �e�a� ��t� �o����e ��elso� �o����. �s a �ou�� 
���l s�e �a�e to Bluff ��t� �e� �a�e�ts to ��s�t �ela��es a�d to de�o�ate ��a�es o� 

�e�o��al �a�. ��e� �ust �a���ed to �o���� �o����� �o����e �a�ted to �u� t�e old Bluff 
���ool ��e� �t �a�e u� �o� sale �� t�e ea�l� s. �t �ad �alle� ��to d�s�e�a��. ��e ����e �as 
o�l� ������ s�e sa�d� �ut �ou �ould �u� a �o�e �� Bla�d��� o� �o���ello �o� less t�a� t�at.  

�o����e s �at�e�� �lo�d ��elso�� too� �e� u� to a �luff o�e�loo���� Bluff ��t�. ��e�e �e told 
�e� s�e �eeded to �a�e su�e t�at t�e sto�� o� t�e �ole �� t�e �o�� ��o�ee�s �as               
�e�e��e�ed. �e�s ��elso� �as �e� ��eat-��a�d�at�e� a�d s�e �ad al�a�s lo�ed to �ea� t�e 
sto��es o� ��s a�d ot�e� s �a�t� a�d �ou�a�e. ��e �e�t �e� e�e o� Bluff a�d �a�ted �o� t�e ��e 
to �e ����t. 

�o����e s �at�e� told �e� ��e� s�e �as �ust �ou�� t�at �e �a�ted to �e�u�ld t�e �o�t� so 
t�e seed �o� �e� d�ea� �as �la�ted t�e�. �e o��ed t�e �elds to t�e east o� Bluff a�d s�e 
s�e�t �e� �out� �� Bluff� so�e��es �la���� �� t�e ��e��a�e o� t�e �o-o� �u�ld��� ��t�       
�o�ot�� Bu� �u�st.

��e sa�d t�at t�e sto�� o� t�e �ole-�� t�e �o�� ��o�ee�s �ust �e ��ese��ed a�d told so all 
�e�e�a�o�s �a� ��o� o� t�e�� �al�a�t sa�����e a�d o�ed�e��e. ��e o�e� �uoted �e� �a��s� 
��a�d�at�e�� �� �e �a�e �le�t� o� �����e-ta-tud�� �e �a��ot �a�l. ���s �as �e� �a�t�a a�d �as 
e��edded ��to �e� �e�� soul. �� �e� o�� �o�ds� �e� ��a�d�a ��o� t�e ot�e� s�de o� t�e �e�l 
�us�ed �e� to do t��s �o��� a�d ��o�a�l� �el�ed �a�� ���a�les �a��e�. ��e�e �a�e �ee� so 
�a�� ���a�les �� t�e �esto�a�o� a�d �u�ld��� u� o� Bluff �o�t� t�at t�e�e �s �o dou�t t�at t�e 
�a�d o� t�e �o�d �ad �ee� �� t��s ��o�e�t ��o� t�e �e�������.  

�o����e late� ��ote � �a�e �ee� �ossessed ��t� Bluff �o�t �o� so �a�� �ea�s� a�d �o� to 
see t��s l��le �o��e� �e�o���� t�e s������ sta� o� sout�easte�� �ta� �s e������ a�d            
�o�de��ul. �o� t�at � �a�e a �la�e o� �� o�� to sta�� �t �s �a�d to lea�e o� sta� a�a� ��o� 
Bluff.

Corinne and John Roring. Corinne Roring photos.

Corinne Roring.
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 �� ���� �o�i��e �o�i�� �e�ated the �e�i��i��s o� the �o�t ��o� he� pe�spe���e�  �he� � 
�as a tee�a�e�� �� s���e�s a��a�s i����ded �idi�� the �ai� t���� to ���� �ith �o�oth� ��� 
����st� a�d spe�di�� da�s at he� ho�e the�e. ��e�� da� �e d �a�� o�e� �e�ete�� hi�� to the 
o�d s�i��i�� ho�e� a�d the� e�p�o�e the ���� hi��s a�d �isit peop�e.  
 �� the �a�to� �a�i� �i�ed a ��ai�t �i��e �o�a� �a�ed ��s. �app�e�. �e� h�s�a�d had �o�e 
to ���� i� the oi� �oo�� �ea�s �e�o�e. �e �e�e a��a�s �e��o�e i� he� �o�� �a�i� �ith the 
��s�i� �ei�i��s pa�e��ed ��o� the �ai��ate� that ��o��ht �ed di�t do�� ��o� the �oo�op. 
 �i�e �o�ed o� a�d too� its to�� o� the o�d �a�to� �a�i� a�d the ���e� �o�es ho�se �e�t 
doo�. �he ���sh a�d �eeds a�d �a�a�is� ��e� so ta�� that o��� a s�a�� po��o� o� the �a�i� 
�o��d �e see�. �� �a�t� �ost o� the ��o�� see�ed to ��o� �ots o� �eeds a�d �ait si�e�t�� �o� a 
p��pose. �o se�io�s a���it� see�ed to o���� the�e �o� �ea�s. �t �as �ei�� p�ese��ed� �ai���.  
 �he si�e�t pe�se�e�a��e o� the o�d �a�to� �a�i� �as �e�a�ded �he� �a�� a�d �ha�o�     
����a� a���i�ed ��� �edito�s �ote ��st ���� o� the to�� ��o�� �ith the ai� o� p�ese��i�� the 
site o� the o�d ���� �o�t. �e�t� � e�te�ed the sto��� a���i�i�� ��o� �a�� a�d �ha�o� the �a�to� 
�a�i� �ot. �i�a��� �a�e the �o�s ��o� �p �o�th� ��ai� �a��o�� �a�a� �e���ist a�d �a�o�t   
��a�t�ee �ho he�ped �esto�e the �a�i�. �� the ��e the p�o�e�t �as �o�p�eted� �o�p�ete �ith 
si��s a�d a pi�t��e ����e�� �oa�d� the ��o�p had a���i�ed a �e�e� o� �o�t �esto�a�o�� ��ai� 
said �o� �hat �o�i��e� ��d � �ep�ied� �he �o� �ee��� ho�se o� �o��se.  
 �his p�o�ed to �e a �i��e� �o� tha� �e had a���ipated. �he�e �o��d �e ��d the �o�o��
�ood �o�s� �et a�o�e the �o�e� to p��� it a�� to�ethe�� �a�� ����a� s���ested �si�� dead 
�o�o��oods ��o� the o�d i��i�a�o� dit�h �ea� ��a�di��� ��t hea�� ���e� e��ip�e�t a�d   
e�pe��se �e�e �e�essa�� to �o�e the�. �a�id �i��e��e� a ��eat- ��eat ��a�dso� o� �ishop 
�e�s �ie�se� �as p�epa�ed �o� the ��de�ta�i��. �e ��t� sa�ed� a�d ha��ed the hea�� �o�s to 
����. �e �epeated this ope�a�o� �o�� ��es. �he �e�t �ha��e��e �as ��i�di�� �ith ��oo�ed 
�o�s. � �a�adia� o�d ��e�� �ho had ��st happe�ed to �e �isi��� the a�ea� ��e� �a�i�         
�o�st����o�. ��o� a si���e pi�t��e� the ��eat o�d �ee���ho�se �as �e�o�st���ted �i�ht do�� 
to the di�t �oo� a�d the �e��. �hat had o�i�i�a��� �ost the se��e�s �ost�� ��e a�d �a�o�� �ost 
�s �������. �e had �esto�ed the �a�i� a�d �e��i�t a �ee��� ho�se� ��t �hat a�o�t the ea��� 
���� �o�t i�ha�ita�ts the�se��es� 
 �o� �o��d �e p�ese��e the sto�� o� o�� hea�t� pio�ee� a��esto�s �ho �a�e i� ����� i� 
���� a ��a�ite �o���e�t to ho�o� the �o�e i� the �o�� t�e��e�s �as ��i�t. �t �as dedi�ated 
�� ��� ��esidi�� �ishop �. �a�id ���to� a�id so�e o� the �o�st �eathe� � d e�e� e�pe�ie��ed 
i� ����. �t �a�e �s a� added app�e�ia�o� �o� the e�e�e�ts the pio�ee�s e�d��ed. �he         
�o���e�t �as ��i�t tota��� ��o� do�a�o�s ��o� ��ie�ds a�d des�e�da�ts. �i�e the�� it is   
so�id a�d �ea�����. ����s �o�es� �o��a� �ie�so�� �i�e �a��ida� a�d thei� �i�es spea�headed 
that d�i�e. 
 �he �e�t �o�t p�o�e�t �i�� �e o�� �i��est ��de�ta�i�� �et�to �e��i�d the sto�e ���� �o-op 
sto�e as a� i�te�p�e��e site a�d �isito�s �e�te�. �t is a���ipated that this �i�� �ost ha�� a �i��io� 
do��a�s. �ast �ea� ������ ����� �isito�s si��ed i� at the �i��e �o�t� a�d �a�� i�di�ated a desi�e 
�o� added histo�i�a� p�ese��a�o� a�d histo�� o� the a�ea. �e �i�� �eet that �e��est. 
 ��o� the �e�� �e�i��i�� the �o�t d�ea� has �ee� �ha��e��i��� e��i��� a�d s�a�� as the 
a�o��t o� �o�e� �eeded ��e� �a��e� a�d �a��e�. �he� the �ee�i�� �o��d �o�e� do��t �o���� 
�eep p�a��i��� a�d �he� the ��e is �i�ht� it �i�� happe�. �his ���� �o�t is �ea�t to �e. �o�e 
�isit the �o�t a�d �ea����� ����. ���e the �ed sa�d �ets i� �o�� ��ood� �o� �i�� �et��� a�ai� 
a�d a�ai�. � ��a�a�tee it. ��o��i�e �. �o�i��� �o�e-i� the �o�� �e�s �o���e �� ����e� ����� 
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�o�i��e �o�i�� a�d �e� ��a�dso� ��ai� s�e�� �ea�l� e�e�� �i���da� o� �is �o� ��e ��s� �� 
�ea�s o� �is li�e �o��i�� o� ��e �o��� ��e �a��o� �a�i� �as �idde� i� �a�a�is�� ��as� a�d 
�o��ds o� �lo�� sa�d� ��e �oo� �as �ea�l� �olla�sed ��o� ��e �ei��� o� �ea�� sa�d� �� �as 
�el� ��a� ��e �oo� �o�ld �a�e i� �o�e ��a� i� al�ead� �as i� a� ad�l� �o� o� i�� ��ai� �as li��� 
�ei��� e�o��� ��a� �e �as desi��a�ed �o �o o� �o� o� ��e �a�i� ��e�e �e loaded sa�d a�d 
di��� o�e ����e� a� a ��e a�d �a�ded i� �o �o�i��e do�� �elo�� �o �e lea��ed �o� �o �o�� 
�a�d e�e� a� ��e �o��� a�e o� si�� �e �a��ied ����e� a�e� ����e� o� ��e �oo�� �o�i��e said 
��ai� �as so e��a�s�ed e�e�� da�� ��a� s�e �o�ld ����� a�d �e� �i� s�o�e�ed o�� �eed 

�i� a�d ��e� �a�� ��es �ad �o �a��� �i� a�d ��� �i� i� �ed� ��e� ��e �oo� �as s�a�ili�ed 
a�d �e� di�� �la�ed o� i�� ��ai� �o� �a�� �� o�e �o�e ��e �o �la�e lo�al �li� �o�e� seeds
o� ��e �oo� �o ��o� �s�o�� o� �a�e ���� 

��ai� s �a��e� �i�e said ��a� ��e� ��e �o� �ee����o�se �as �ei�� ��il�� ��el�e �ea� old 
��ai� �o�ld so�e��es s�a� �� ���l �o�� i� ��e �o��i��� ����� e��a�ded �e�al s�ee�s �o� 
�se i� ad�e�i�� ��e e��e�io� �o�� �o i�� �is �a�ds �e�e ��� a�d �leedi�� ��� �e s���� �i�� i� 
as lo�� as �e �o�ld� ��ai� le� �is �a�� a� ��e �o�� also� 

Joseph Barton Cabin  
before restoration. 
Corinne Roring told her 
family to come to Bluff 
for the weekend. She 
had purchased a cabin. 
Bring your shovels!

she exclaimed. Corinne Roring photos.
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�o�e�� ��s�o�� o� ���� �o�� 

 �s ��e �o�� �e�e�o��e�� ��o��esse� �o����e ��o�e �� �s ��� �o see ��e �o�� ������� ���� 
��o�e��s ��� �eo��e �o���� ��o� ��� �o�����es. ���� � �o� �� �s see��� ��e e�e�� �� ��s o� ��e 
��s��o�s. ��e �o�� ��s � �es���� � ����ose� ����e�e�s ��e ������ o�� �o��e� ��� ��e �o�� 
����e�s. �e� o��� ��s���o����e�� ��s� �o� ��e� ��� ��e ��� s����s� � �o� o��.  

���� o� ��e ������es ���� ����e�e� �� ��e �e�e�o��e�� o� ��e �o�� o�����e� �e���se o�  
����������s ��� ������es ��o �e���e ������e�� ���o��e�. ���o�� ������ee �s o�e o� ��ose 
�e�������e ����������s. �e ��e��e� � �o���e�� �e������� ��e ����o� �����. 
  ��e �o��o���� �7 ���es ��o���e �� e��e��e�� ����o���� �es�����o� ���� �e���� �o ��e   
����o� ����� e����e�  

 �� ���o�� ������ee.  

Installing a rip-gut fence at the  
southwest corner of Bluff Fort.        
Leon Jones and Max Dalton were 
some of  the fence builders. Max was 
in charge. Corinne Roring photos. 
A rip-gut fence was envisioned early 
on by Corinne Roring . It was        
constructed in June ���� on Bluff 
Fort s south and southwestern 
boundaries. 

�he Bluff Fort rip gut fence in ����.  Ron Bateman photo. 
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-  

interviews of Corinne Roring in 
2013, Graig Taylor in 2019, and Gary Guymon in 2019, records 

All photos are by Lamont Crabtree unless otherwise noted. Compiled May 2022 - Revised February 2024 

The Barton Cabin Preservation and 
 

When visiting the Bluff Fort Historic Site, one walks on ground made sacred by the trials, 
conviction, and faith of those who made great sacrifices to reach this place and make it their 
home. Visitors from near and very distant lands have commented on the special feeling they 
have felt here. The difficulties encountered by the pioneers, as they blazed their path to Bluff, 
are unmatched in the annals of pioneering history as are many of the trials faced in making a 
home in such a barren land. 
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B����� C���� ��������� ������� ����e�s �ho li�ed i� the �a�to� �a�i� 

 ���� - �io�ee�s �e�a� ��ildi�� �a�i�s o� the �l�� Fo�t �lo��. 
����� - �io�ee�s �o�ed o�to desi��ated to�� lots. Joseph �a�to��s lot �as o� the SW �o��e� of the fo�t �lo��. 
����� - Joseph �a�to� �as iss�ed a �ho�esteadi��� ��a�t deed fo� his lot. �lo�� �� �ot � 
����� - �o��a� A. �a�to� �Joseph�s so�� a���i�ed the p�ope�t�. 
����� - Joseph F. �a�to� �ea���i�ed the p�ope�t�. 
����� - �a�l S. �a�to� �Joseph�s oldest so�� a���i�ed the p�ope�t�. Joseph had 

died i� ����. ���� - J�lia ��� �Je�s �ielso��s da��hte�� a���i�ed the p�ope�t� 
a�d i��ediatel� sold it. 

����� - Adel�e�t ��el� Raplee 
����� - Ha��iet ��t�a� Raplee �Adel�e�t Raplee�s �ife� i�he�ited the p�ope�t� at his passi��. 
����� - �a�id ��t�a� �ille� �Ha��iet Raplee�s so�� i�he�ited the p�ope�t� at his �othe��s passi��. 
����� - F�a��es �illie �ille� ��a�id�s �ife� i�he�ited the p�ope�t� at he� h�s�a�d�s passi��. 

���� - Al�e�t �. Wat�i�s a���i�ed the p�ope�t�. Al�e�t o��ed�ope�ated the Wat�i�s �as Sta�o� i� 
��o�o� �tah. �� ���� - The Ca�te� �il Co. p���hased �ost of the �lo��. 
���� - H. �o� Wat�i�s �so� of Al�e�t �. Wat�i�s� p���hased �ot �� �� a�d ¾ of �ot �. ���� - ���est C.     
Wat�i�s i�he�ited p�ope�t� at the passi�� of his ��othe� H. �o� Wat�i�s. 
���� - ���i� R. ����o� p���hased �ots �� �� a�d ��� of �ot � as �ell as ��� a��es i� the Co�o��ood Ca��o� 

�o�th of �l�� f�o� �.C. Wat�i�s. 
���� - �a�� a�d Sha�o� ����o� p���hased lot � a�d � a�d ��� of �ot � f�o� �a���s fathe� ���i�. 

 ���� - �e�� Jo�es Fo��da�o� a���i�ed �ot � ��a�to� 
�a�i� � the so�th�est �o��e� of the �lo���.  
 ���� - �e�� Jo�es Fo��da�o� a���i�ed �ot � ����e� 
Jo�es �o��e�� � ��� of �ot �. 
 ���� - The Hole i� the Ro�� Fo��da�o� �as          
i��o�po�ated. The p�ope�t� �as t�a�sfe��ed f�o� the 
�e�� Jo�es Fo��da�o� to the Hole i� the Ro��           
Fo��da�o�. 

Guymon Property Purchase 

A o�i�i�al site of the pio�ee�s� �o-op - �o� the site of the R.S.
��ildi�� 
B state hi�h�a� shed - �o� the shop a�d �it�he� 
C ho�a� ��ildi�� - �o� the ��a� �e�te� 

Present Histo�i� Site �o��da�� 
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���������s������������������ 

 

1975 - The Barton Cabin Pulled at Heart Strings 
In 1975 several unusual circumstances resulted in my parents and I (Lamont Crabtree) seeking 
lodging at Recapture Lodge in Bluff, Utah, where we connected with Gene Foushee, the lodge’s 
proprietor. Gene answered many of our questions about Bluff. Since that night (47 plus years ago), 
I have been driven to search out and document the Hole-in-the-Rock Trail and all aspects of the 
pioneers’ journey to Bluff.   

My great-grandparents Sarah and James Riley were Hole-in-the-Rock pioneers. Whenever my re-
search brought me near Bluff, I spent time at the Barton cabin. It was all that was left of the original 
Bluff Fort. This was a very special place to me. 

 

 

 �����-��������������������s������s���������������������������s���� s. 
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��������� ������ �� ��� ������ ����� ������� �������� �� ��� ������� �������. ���� ���������� 
��� �����, ���� ������ ������� ��� �������� ��� ��������� �� �������� ��� ��� ������. 

���� - Gary Guymon - A Miracle Acquisition of the Barton Cabin 
�������� ��������� ���� ��� ������ ������ ���� ���� ���������� �� ������ ���� ���� ��� ������ ����� ��� 
���������. �� ��� ������������� �� ������, ���� ���������� ��� ����� ��� �����, �������� ��� �������, ��� 
�� ���� ��� ��� ������ �� � ���� ���� �� �����. ���� ����� ��� ��� ����������� �� ������� ���� ��. �������. 

����������� �� ����, ���� ��� ������� ��� ��� �������� �� ��� ����, ���� �� ��� ��� ������ ���� ������� 
������� ���� �����. ���� �������� ����, ���� ������� ���. ���� � ������, ����� ���������  �������� ��� ���� ���� 
�� �� ���� ��� ������.   
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���������������������������� 

1993 - Graig Taylor Connected with Lamont Crabtree 

In learning of my trail documenting and interpretive projects, Graig Taylor, a descendant of Hole-in-
the-Rock pioneer George Hobbs, offered to assist. Gary Guymon assisted us with many trail marking 
and interpretive projects, which provided many opportunities to visit the Barton cabin and discuss 
Gary’s vision for its preservation.  

Graig Taylor and Lamont Crabtree Connected with Corinne Roring 

1997 - The Guymon's Transferred the Barton Cabin to the Letty Jones Heritage Foundation 

 (Editor’s note: In buying the cabin, Corinne 
wrote two checks initially; one from the foundation and one from her personal account.) 

. 

(Editor’s note. Corinne cleared and 
worked cleaning weeds long before 
the group came together for the week-
long restoration as described on the 
next pages. Galen Headley helped 
Corinne haul debris and weeds during 
that early process.) . 
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�o����e �o���� ��oto ��o� left to ����t� ���o�t ����t�ee� ���� �est� ��e��e� ����t�ee� ����ell �est� ��t���� ��s���s ��e� s���t�� ����� �o����� 

���o�t

�fte� �e�o���� t�o �l�s feet of ���t� �e���s f�o� t�e �oll��se� so� �oof ��� �e���es of �lo�� s���� �oo� �oo�s �e�e 
�e�e�le�� �oo� �oo�s �o�l� ���e �ee� � l�te� ����o�e�e�t� ��e ��o�ee�s� o������ll� ��� ���t �oo�s� �e�t� ���� ��otos 
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�o���� ����o�� of Bluff �o�� 

�o��� of Bluff. ��� ��� lo�� ���� �o����� ���� a la��� of 
���a�� a 

��� ����a��� of ��� �������a� ���l�����oof ���o� �o ��� ���o�a�
�o�. ��� �������a� ���l��� a��� ���o�a�o�. 

Construction of a New Roof over the Breezeway and North Room. 

Gary Guymon, with the assistance of Graig Taylor, spent days harvesting new cottonwood logs/limbs 
from Cottonwood Canyon north of Bluff. These logs/limbs, ranging in diameter from two to three inches, 
were placed adjacent to each other, spanning the 
distance between a center beam and an outer wall.  

After being anchored in place, the logs/limbs were 
covered with straw, a rubber membrane, and sheet 
metal that had been coated with tar. The sheet metal 
was then covered with two to three inches of soil. 
Hefting the soil onto the roof was accomplished with the 
hired help of Galen Headley (then the owner of the 
Cadillac Ranch RV Park in Bluff) and his backhoe. 

Galen Headley's backhoe and skills also proved 
invaluable in raising the sunken corner of the back of 
the cabin and lifting the breezeway center beam while a 
supporting wall was stabilized. 

28



 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

29



�o���� ���to�� o� ���� �o�t  

 

         

����� �o���� ��� ����� ����o� �������� ���t� ���� �� ��������� � ������� 
��������t �o� t�� �o���t����. ���t� ����� � ������ o� ������� ��o� �o���� 
�t��� ��� ���o�� �o� ��� ��o�t ����� ������ ����t�� ��� �o�����t� 
��������t�. � ���� ������� �� ������ ��� ������� ��������t �� �������� �� 
�o������o� ��t� t�� ������o� ��o�� ��t�������� ��t� �������o� ����t�. 

��o� ��� to ����t� ���t� ����� ����� ����o�� ������� 
����t����  

     
��� �o��o���� ���������� ��� ���o���� �� 
�� ����o�t ����t������ �o�����. 
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Gene Foushee photo in Corinne Roring photo album. 
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1 Craig Roring, 2 ?, 3 ?, 4 ?, 5 Graig Taylor, 6 ?, 7 Gary Guymon, 8 Patrick Haskins, 9 Corinne Roring, 
1O ?, 11?, 12 Darrel Best, 13 Lamont Crabtree, 14 Spencer Crabtree, 15 Brad Best. Missing from the 
photo: Bengte Evenson, Gene Foushee, Gene Headley, Keith Munk (who was taking the photo), a river 
runner, and Kristin Taylor. Numbers 3, 4, 10, & 11 were members of a family who spent their vacation 
helping, names unknown. 

Corinne Roring - Weed Removal, Cleanup, and Ongoing Maintenance 

Upon the departure of the volunteers in 
April, Corinne had the monumental task 
of removing large mounds of old sod, 
roof logs, and the removed kitchen walls, 
as well as large mounds of dirt and 
debris removed from cabin rooms and 
foundations. Corinne also had the 
ongoing task of removing weeds that 
continually flourished on the barren 
ground. 

A few months following the 
renovation work, Corinne's 
grandson Craig Roring spent part 
of his 8th birthday collecting 
wildflower seeds and planting 
them on the Barton cabin roof. 
Gary Guymon assisted by hand, 
carrying dirt up a ladder in a 
bucket. Young Craig, who was 
from Orem, spent many weeks 
each year assisting his 
grandmother Corinne. 
Corinne Roring Photos 
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David Kimmerle. 
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Log Meetinghouse Replica Construction 

meetinghouse. Finding enough cottonwoods was a major challenge.. 
Ray Wrigget and Joe Hurst's crew securing logs with dowels (wood 
stakes) as the pioneers did.

From left to right: Harrison Carter, Robert James, Ray Wrigget, and Eddie Kee. Ray Wrigget, Brian Hawkins, and Harrison Carter

Harrison Carter, Ray Wrigget, and Robert James Ray working on the finishing touches. Contractor Joe Hurst and Ray Wrigget. 
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Gary and Sharon Guymon
Without Gary and Sharon’s desire and sacrifice to se-
cure the property, the Barton cabin would likely no long-
er exist, and there would be no Bluff Fort Historic Site. 

Their foresight and sacrifice made it all possible. In  
looking at the documents transferring the property    
ownership, their desire to preserve the site is very evi-
dent. They contractually stipulated that the structures be 
rehabilitated and that nothing would be done on the 

property “that would be incompatible with the historic or 
architectural character of the site….”  Gary worked on 
the cabin restoration and even harvested the logs for the 
new sod roof from his own property. I have never met 
anyone who could work as hard as Gary. It would take 

at least three men to match his work pace. Gary has 
also assisted with trail research, interpretive sign   
installations on the trail, and reenactment filming.

Corinne Roring
From the day she obtained the Barton cabin and throughout the 
rest of her life, Corinne dedicated herself to the development of the 
Bluff Fort Historic Site. During its initial years, she staffed it by 
herself and at times recruited volunteers from Blanding and 
Monticello. She spent countless hours and made an untold number 
of trips between her home in Monticello and Bluff. She worked 
tirelessly promoting the fort and coordinating volunteers and 
contractors. She would remind all of how the circumstances of each 
project were providential and that "When the time is right, it will 
happen." The construction of the co-op replica/visitors’ center was 
her crown jewel project, the culmination of her dream.
Thanks to Corinne's personal donations and funds from the Letty 
Jones Heritage Foundation, she was able to acquire additional 
property and make numerous improvements. Her personal touches 
in the fort, to name just a few, include improvements to the Kumen 
Jones ruin, the riprap fence, and the procurement of the state 
highway property and building/shed. She turned a portion of this 
building into the "Cowboy Cabin," which until 2022 provided on-site 
lodging for volunteers. It is now used as the fort's office. The rest of 
the building is now utilized as a workshop and a concession 
kitchen.
Some of her other touches include the flagstone paths, restoring 
the Relief Society building and acquiring the property that it sits on, 
the benches in the meetinghouse, and some of the furnishings in 
the co-op. As we enjoy the soft-serve ice cream available at the 
fort, we can thank Corinne, for that was a feature she insisted on. 
For many decades Corinne had the foresight to collect and save the 
stones from the original co-op. These stones now cover the exterior 
of the co-op replica/visitors’ center.
Corinne's right-hand man was her son Mike Roring. He made 
countless trips from his home in Orem to Bluff to assist. Anytime 
there was a large project involving heavy equipment, Mike took 
care of it. Mike is currently serving as the foundation's vice 
president. Mike is the longest serving board member and continues 
to play a key role in the ongoing success of the foundation and 
historic site.

Craig, Corinne, & Mike Roring at the 
ground breaking for the stone monument.
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The Foushee's treating the HIRF board members/volunteers to dinner on the Comb. Left to right: Mary 
Foushee, Corinne Roring, Grant Taylor, Cleal & Nancy Bradford, Graig Taylor, LaRue Barton, Karl Barton, 
and Gene Foushee. Missing is Lamont Crabtree, photogra

Graig Taylor and LaMar Helquist. 

LaMar Helquist touching up chinking. 
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Friendships 

 

 Endeavor 

 
I cannot help but think the pioneers would be pleased that their faith, conviction, and hard work has not 
been forgotten. End of Lamont Crabtree document. 
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Celebrating the  

restoration of the Joseph 

Barton  Cabin, complete 

with a team of horses 

(1999). 

Top left, portrait of the Joseph & Harriet Barton family in 1896 shortly before Harriet died. 

It hangs on the cabin wall. Top right is cabin interior.   
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Additional photos of Bluff 
Fort Meetinghouse 
Construction� ����. Corinne Roring photo collection.

�anuary ����� 
Corinne Roring 
sweeping in front on 
Log Meetinghouse.

Local natives helping with log cabin construction.

The Fort speaks- On our way to 
Moab. Something attracted us to 

stop by. We had a great               
experience. Thank you!
From the Netherlands: 
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Log Meetinghouse ����. Erlene Taylor photo     
The Bluff era bell originated from John Roring s  
mother Ruth s home in Corinth, Mississippi.  HIRF photo

Interior shots of Log Meetinghouse, 
Christmas ����. The rostrum  
houses a television monitor which 
is kept down in order maintain the 
���� appearance, unless needed to 
show the videos. Photos by Rich 
Murset, service missionary.

Above: looking 
north on the west 
side of the Log 
Meetinghouse.
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Early layout of Bluff Fort. The irst visitors center was 

the UNDC building, a double Hogan.

Old State road shed purchased in 2003 by 

Corinne Roring.  It was later covered with rough 

sawn boards similar in appearance to the old 

Bluff City Oil Exchange. 

State road shed side view-

John, Stacey (Roring) Jensen, & 

Nicole Roring in front. Soon 

after she purchased the     

building, Corinne was             

accidentally locked inside and 

was rescued by Karl and LaRue 

Barton who heard her     

pounding.
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�ode�� �isto�� of ���� �o�t  

 

 
���� State �oad Shed  ��a�t �o����es� The ���� state �oad shed� �a�t of the ���� �o�t ��o��� �a�e �� fo� sa�e 
i� ����. The ��i�di��� a �ost a�d �ea� �o�st���ted �eta� ��i�di��� i����ded a �e�t d�i�e� 
�a�hi�e sho� a�d a fo��e as �e�� as a �a��e f���a�e. � �a��e �oo� too� �� the east side of 
the sho�. This �oo� �as �e�ode�ed� a�d a s�a�� �it�he� a�d �ath�oo� �e�e added o� the 
so�th side� t���i�� it i�to The �o��o� �a�i�. �o�i��e ��ed the �a�i� �ith si���e �eds� 
ea�h �ith a s�o��e s�ee�i�� �ad. This 
�as �sed fo� a ����e� of �ea�s as 
ho�si�� fo� �o���tee�s that �o��d 
�o�e f�o� �� �o�th� as �o�i��e 
�oi�ed the �o�s f�o� �� �o�th.  

  �o�i��e sto��ed the �it�he� �ith 
food fo� ��ea�fast a�d ����h� a��a�s   
s�����i�� �a�f a�d �a�f fo� the ��ea��
fast �e�ea�. She �as �e�e��e�ed fo� 
he� fa�o�s �otato sa�ad a�d �i�e�a�       
������e� � o�io�s a��e��e�. She 
�o��d ta�e ��eat �a�e of he� �o�s 
��o�i�� that the� �e�e he��i�� d�ea�s 
to �o�e t��e.   

 The shed �o� ho�ses a �ood sho�� 
�ai�t sho�� a �it�he�� a�d �o�t �a��d��.  
The �o��o� �a�i� �as �e�ode�ed i�to 
a� a�a�t�e�t fo� se��i�e �issio�a�ies �� 
�a�a� a�d ���e �e���ist �he� �a��e a�d 
�a�� �a�to� ����hased the �e�s �ie�so� 
�o�e a�d �e�a� hos��� ���� �o�t �o���
e�s. The �o��o� �a�i� �as �ate� ��ed as 
the fo�t o��e a�d  �e�ei�i��.  The sho� 
�e�ode� a�d  e��a�sio� �as f��ded �� a 
��a�t f�o� the �eo��e a�d �e�o�es �o�e
����es �o��da�o�. 

 The �it�he� �as �e�ode�ed a�ai� i� 
���� � ����. The �it�he� �a�i�ets �e�e �e��a�ed �ith a �o�e �o��e��ia� �o�st����o�� a�d 
a �as sto�e a�d �o��e��o� o�e� �e�e added. The desi�� fa�i�itates �a�i�� o� o�e side of 
the �it�he� a�d �a�d� �a�i�� o� the othe� side. The�e is a�so a �o��e��ia� si�� a�d sto�a�e 
a�ea� ���s a �e� �a��d�o�at. 
 �i�e di�e�e�t �a��e�s of �a�d ����ate�� �ade �� the ���� �o�t �isto�i� Site. The        
so�theast �o��e� �e�ai�ed ��de� the o��e�shi� of ����� �oo�� �e�a�t��e �od�e. �� ����� 
the �tah �a�a�o �e�e�o��e�t �o���i� ��i�di�� o��ed �� the �a�a�o t�i�e� �a�e �� fo� sa�e.   
 

The state road shed became the Cowboy Cabin,
and later the wood shop, laundry, paint shop,  
garden shop, receiving office and kitchen as seen 
below in ���� with new sidewalk e�tension.  

Corinne Roring photo of west side of shed. 

Brochure display & Sweet Shoppe. Ron Bateman photo. 
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�he st��� �e�t that the� �eeded ���e� t� �lea� up 
s��e �a�� ta�es �ith the ���� �he p�i�e �� ������� 
�as ag�eed up�� a�d the �ste� ��u�da��� �a�e up 
�ith ������� a�d the �est �a�e ���� the �e��ge 
a�d �el��es ���e ���les ��u�da����  
 �a�l� ���� p���e�ts i��luded �lea�i�g up the 
p��pe�t�� �uildi�g a pe�i�ete� �e��e� �e���al �� 
t�ash� a�d �eed ���t��l� ���i��e a�d he� g�a�ds��� 
��aig �lea�ed up a�d pla�ted t�ees a��u�d the ���t 
pe�i�ete�� �he� i�stalled a d�ip i��iga��� s�ste� s� 
that the� did� t ha�e t� d�ag h�ses t� �ate� the �e� 
t�ees� ��aig ��uld ���e t� �����ell� ea�h su��e� 
a�d help his g�a�d��the�� �e �lai�ed that u��l 
a��ut the age �� �� he had spe�t e�e�� �i�thda� at 
�lu�� ��aig �as g�eat �ith a� �ld �a��h�e ���i��e ��u�d ��� a deal� �he h�d�auli�s �e�e 
di��ult t� ���t��l� �ut ��aig see�ed t� ha�e the ��a���  
 ��aig �a�l�� a�d �a���t ��a�t�ee ��ga�i�ed g��ups �� ��ie�ds t� ���e t� �lu� a�d help 
�ut� �he ������ �a�i� �as a g�eat ha�g �ut� �he�e �as a ����l� �it�he� ta�le �ith a �e� 
th�ee-legged st��ls a�d a ��uple �� s���u�ged ���de� �hai�s� �he�e �e�e e�t�a sleepi�g 
pads u�de� the �eds �ust i� �ase the�e �as a la�ge� g��up�  �t g�t p�e�� ��is� at �ight �ith a 
�h��us �� s���i�g �e�� �a�s �e�e spe�t ����i�g ha�d t��i�g t� �eep up �ith ��aig� �he� 
�e�e dead ��ed s� sleep �a�e s���� ��aig ��uld ta�e � �d�il at �ight� �alli�g it his adult  
�ita�i� �� �e al�a�s slept li�e a �a���      

 
���� Visitor Center��ewing 
 ��e� the pu��hase �� the ���� �uildi�g i� ���� 

�a�ue �a�t�� p�ese�ted the idea t� the ��a�d that 
the d�u�le-h�ga� �e���e a �isit��s �e�te� ��� the 
���t� �a�ue ��lled up he� slee�es a�d did �u�h �� the 
tea�-�ut he�sel��  �he ��st �isit�� �e�te� �pe�ed �ul� 
�� �����  �e had a li�le ��e� ����� �isit��s that ��st 
�ea�� �a�ue a�d ���i��e d��ated �e��hes ���� the 
��uth �la�di�g �a�d �e��del� �e used �a���t 
��a�t�ee s �ide�� �he ��p�ssi�le ��u��e�� �he �e��hes �e�e set i� ����t �� a �� s��ee� 
a�d �e used a ��� pla�e� t� sh�� the �ide� i� ��glish� �a�ue ����ed ���da� th��ugh 
�hu�sda� a�d ���i��e �a�e ��� the �ee�e�d �ut ��uld d�i�e h��e e�e�� �ight�  �he� 
�l�sed the ���t ��� the �i�te� �ea� the e�d �� ��t��e� the ��st �ea�� 
     �� �a��h ����� �a�ue �as diag��sed �ith l��ph��a �a��e�� ��� high s�h��l-aged     

siste�s li�i�g �ith thei� pa�e�ts �� the ���� ���pe�t� �e�e hi�ed t� ���� at the ���t �hile� 
�a�ue u�de��e�t t�eat�e�t ��� �a��e�� �a�l a�d �a�ue �a�t��� ��a�t a�d �i�a �a�l�� �e�t 
t� the �e��e� �i� �h�� t� �u� ite�s ��� the gi� sh�p� �a�� the�� ���� �as a g�eat sales 
da�� �a�ue desig�ed a�d �ade �uilts� ap���s� ����ets a�d l�ts �� �the� se�a�le a�d     
�ea�a�le ite�s� �a�ue �����ued t� ���e t� �lu� a�d �uilt �ee�l� a�d se�ed l�ts �� ite�s 
��� sale i� the ��-�p ���� thei� �e� h��e i� �la�di�g�   

Volunteers Garda & Connie Nielson eat-
ing on the Cowboy Cabin bunks.  Their 
family built the pole fence around the 
property. Corinne Roring photo.  

Visitors Center in the UNDC Building.  Erlene Taylor photo. 
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���e�� ���t��� �� ���� ���t  

 

LaRue Barton Kirkham s informative account of the early years of the Fort follows: 
 �� �a��e �a�t�� ����ha� �a�e ��t� the ���t��e a���t ����� � a�t�a��� ha� a ���th at the 
���� ����ee� �����e�t �e���a���� �� � ���� h�� ���� a�� ������ �t �a�� � ha� �e� �ha��� 

a�� a ����e ���� that �h��e� e�e�� �a��� 
a�� a ���t �� a�� the �e���e� the �����e�t 
a��  e�e��th��� t� �e�� ��t �����t �e�� a�� �e�
�a��e �� ��e �ta�e� a������ �� a���a�� � 
�ta�te� �e��� ������e�� � ha�e a ��a��   �����
�e�� a�� �a� ����� ���e th���� ��th �-�h��t� 
a�� e������e�� a�� th���� ���e that� �� 
�a��hte� a�� � ��e� th��e �� t� �e��� 
 ��� the� �� ���� �� h���a�� �a�� �a�t�� 
�h��� a ��eat ��a����� �� ���e�h ��a����� 
�a�t�� ����ha�e� the �e�� ��e��e� h��e �� 
����� �he ���t �����e �� �ea�� �e �ta�e� �� 
���� �� �ee�e��� a�� �ate� �� ���e� ���� 
���� ��e� �� �e���a�� �� ����� �e �e�e 

����� �� the ����t ����h a�� �at�he� �e���e �a��e���� a�� th����h the ���t� �h���� t� �ee 
�e�e ��e�� �����a�� �he�e �a� the �a�t�� �a���� the ��� �ee���h���e a�� the �����e�t� 
� ��t �� �the� ���� �� t�a�h� ��������� �e�e the�e� �he ����e h���e that�� ��� the �e��e� ����e�
t� �������� �a� �� ��te ��t �a� �� �ea��� �a� �ha�e� �he ������ �a��� a�� the �����h�� 
�e�e the�e� ����t that ��e� the ���e �� the ���� �����a��� �a� a��e t� ����ha�e the ������
��� that �a� �ate� the ��a� �e�te�� �he� �e�e ����� t� ��e �t ��� �t��a�e ���� the� ����� ����� 
a ��-��� �e ha� ��a�� t� ����� the ��-�� ��t �e�e �a����� ���e� ��� that� �t �a� a ���� �a�� 
��� �he ����e���� �a� �a�e t� t��� the �tah �a�a�� �e�e����e�t ������� ��������� �h��h 
�� the �e���� �e�te�   ����e�t��� ��t� a ����t��� �e�te�� �� �e ��e�t a �e� �ee�� ������� �� 
that� �e h��e� ���-����t ����t������ t� �e���e� �t� t� ��t a �ath���� �� �t� �e�a��t a�� �� 
���e ���� the�e� 
 �e ��e�e� the ���t ����t�� �e�te� 
���� ��t� ����� �e ha� the ����e �h���h 
�e��he� �� the�e a�� the ��� �he� �e 
t��� a �����e �� �he��e� ��t �� ��e �� 
the �he����� ��a�e� a�� ��t a �� �� 
the�e a�� ����� ��� a ����e ���e�� �e 
����� ����t ��th �e���e a�� ����te 
the� t� �� ��t a�� ���� at the ��� 
�ee��� h���e a�� the �a���� �he   
���e� �a� ���� �a���t ��a�t�ee� �t 
�a� a���t a �� ����te ��e� �t �a� the 
���t ��e �e ha��  
 �a���t ����e� ��th the ��a�� ��� 
a ���� ��e� �e ha���t �e��e� �� he 
����e� �� h�� ��� a� he ������ �he 

Things to see at Bluff Fort were fairly minimal in 
the beginning years. 

By the end of �une ����, the �ames Redd, Haskell,      
Barton Blacksmith Shop, Lemuel Redd, Hobbs, Lyman 
and Perkins cabins were in place. Erlene Taylor photo 
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����� he��e� h�� ��� 
���e�� e�����e�t ��� 
�e������g e�����e�t �� 
he ��� ���e t� g� ���� t� 
���e �� the ����. �he ����e 
���e� th�t �h��� ����e 
�h����e� ������g ���� the 
���e �� the ���� th�t�� ��� 
���t ����e ����e th�t �e 
�h��e�. �e ����� te�� 
�e���e �he�e th��g� 

������ the ��e� �e�e ��� the� t� g� �ee ��� th��g� ���e th�t. 
 �e �e�e ���� ��e� �� the ����e�. �e ����e� ���� ����e t� the e�� �� ��t��e�� �h��h 
��� �h�t � ��t �� the �����e��e� �� ���� �e�e ����g. � ��t �� the ��te�� ��� �e�t�����t� 
����� ����e ���� �� the ���te� ��� the� ��e� �g��� �� �����. � ����� ���� �� ������ 
th���gh �h������ ��� the� ������e ����� ���e ��� the �ee�e��. �e ���e� �� �����e���. 
�e h����t �e���� ���e� ����. � ����� t���e� ��� �t�� �� ��� h���e ��� ���� �t the ���t ��� 
��� ��� ���e h��e ��� the �ee�e��. ������e ����� ����e ���� ��� ���th e�e�� ��ght. She 
����h��e� the ����e�t� �he�e he� h���e ��� �t���� � ����e �e���e � ����h��e� the �e�� 
h���e �� �he ����� g� t� ���� ��e� �t the ���t ��� h��e � ����e �he�e �he ����� �t��.  
 �he ���g���� ��-�� ��� �e�t���e� �� ���� ���� ��� h�� �ee� ����h��e� �� the ���t ������� 
�� �t ��� �� ���ge� ���e� �� the ���� ��-��. �t h�� �ee� �������e� �he� the� ���ght �t. � 
����g ��� �� ��� �� �e ���� ���t h��e ���e ���� ����� ��� ��e ��� ��� ����e���g 
th���gh the ��e�. �e ��� h��e� t� ���� the�e. ��� ���e ��� ����e� ���� ���ght. ��� �������e 

��� ��e� St���. �e �e���e� t� ��� the ���e. �e 
�et the ������te �� ����e ��t ���te� t� �ee �t 
����� ��e�. �e ��e� �� ���h th�t �t ��e� the 
�������g ���� �� h��. �e ������ �����e� th�t 
�t ��e� h�� �� ��t � ���� th�t ���e� �� ���� �t 
the ��e ���� �he ��� ����t �� �e��� ��� �he� 
�t h���e�e�. �� �����e �t ���e � ���� ���� ��� 
the ��e ��� g���g �e����e �� ��� the ���� ���
���e. �t ��� �e���� ������g ��� �he ���� the� 
he��� the ���e����g �����e. �e���e t��e� t� get 
�� t� he�� get h�� ��t ��t he ��� ���e� ����� �� 
the ��e ��� the� �e�e �����e t� get h�� ��t. 
She �e����e� �� he� ���� h��t���  th�t the� �e�e 
����e ���� ��� the� �e�e t��� ��t t� g� ��� ���� 
��t the� ���  . . . �t ����� h��e �ee� � ��t �e�e� 
�� �� he h�� �ee� ����� ��. 
 � ����e� �t the ���t the ����e� �� ����. �� 
����h �� ���� �e �e�e ��� �t the ���t ��e����g 
��� ge��g �e��� t� ��e� ��. � ���e �� ��e 

���� Bluff Fort �as a happy place to be, 
as exhibited by some of the local           
docents:  l-r  Steve Bronson, Director, 
�eldon and Bobbie ��neeling� Holt, 
LaRue Barton, Ariella Thomas 
��neeling�, Ron and Lorraine Barton, 
LaMar Helquist and Graig Taylor HIRF 
Board members. Photo by Janet Keeler Wilcox. 

In ����, loo�ing north to�ard the Bluff Fort �isitors Center.  
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�o�e�� ���to�� of ���� �o�t  

 

�o����� ��th a �ea��� �a� pa�� �� �� �a�k a�� ���e. � 
�eek �ate� � fo��� o�t � ha� a ���pho�a t��o� a�� 
e��e� �p �o��� �a�k a�� fo�th to the ���t��a� �a��
�e� �e�te� �� �a�t �ake. �o����e �o���e� �p �o�e 
f��e��� �� �o���e��o a�� the�e �a� a fa���� ������ �e�t 
�oo� to the �o�th of the �o�t. �he� ha� t�o tee�a�e 
����� �o�e o�e� a�� �o�k fo� ��. �e t��e� to keep �t 
ope�. �t �a� �ea��� a �a� ��t�a�o�. �� �������� �a�e 
�o�� a�� �o�ke� a��o. � e��e� �p �e��� a �a�       
��fe��o� a�� ha� to �ta� a �eek �� the ho�p�ta�. ��� �� 
fa���� �a�e �o�� a�� �a� the �o�t fo� a �eek �h��e � 
�a� �o�e. � �o��� �e �� �a�t �ake fo� o�e �a� fo� a�   
��f���o� a�� the� �o�e �a�k ho�e. � �o��� �o a �ot of th���� �e�a��e � �����t e�e� �et ���k 
f�o� the �he�o ��ke a �ot of peop�e �o��� �o� ��t  f�o� �a� � to �� � ha� �o �����e ���te� 
�o � �a���t ��ppo�e� to �e a�o��� peop�e. ��t �e ha� to��� f�o� the �o�� of the Utah      
��o�ee�� �o�e a�� � �o��� he�p fee� the� a�� e��e� �p �e��� �ea��� ���k. 
 ��a�� �e �e�e ope� f�o� �p��� to ��to�e�. �he �ea� of ���� �a� p�e�� ��a��. �e �ta�te� 
�������� the ���t �a���� the fa�� of ����. �� ��to�e� of ���� �e p�t �� the ���t th�ee �a����. �� 
the �p���� of ���� �e p�t �� th�ee �o�e. ��e�� �p���� a�� fa�� �e �o��� �o �a��� �������� 
���� a�� that a�e �o� the�e �e�e ����t. �he� �e�e ����he� �� ����. �� ���� �e �a� �t a� �e 
�o��� ��th a���o�� �ho �o��� �o�e. �he �e�t �ea� � ��� �t a�a��� ��t � �o��� te�� �t �a� 
�e��� a ����e� a�� the� �e�e t����� to ��� �o�e �o���tee�� tha� peop�e �ho �o��� �o�e. 
�t �a� �e�o���� a f��� ��e �o� �h��h � �����t �e�e��a���� �ee�. 
 �� ����� �te�e� ��o��o� f�o� ��a����� �a�e a�� �o�ke� pa�t ��e. �e �a� h��e� �� the 
�oa�� to �o�k a�� �e �� �ha��e. �e �e�e ���� ������� ��th �o���tee��. �e ha� �o�e �oo� 
peop�e that �o��� �o�e �o �a�� �a�� a �eek o� �he�e�e� the� �o���. �e��e t����� to keep 
�p ��th �t that �a�. �o� a�� �o��a��e �a�to�� �e���� a�� �o��a��e �a��e�� a�� ���� a��     
�a����� �oe� �a�e a�� �pe�t a�� ����e� �o��� e�e�t���a� �o�k. �he� �a�pe� ��th the�� 
t�a��e� �a�p� �he�e �o����e�� apa�t�e�t� a�e �o�. ��e ����e� � th��k �e ha� fo�� t�a��e�� 
pa�ke�  the�e a�� hooke� �p to the �a�e ����e �ep�� ���te�� t����� to ������e. ������ �tephe� 
��o��o� to �o�k t���e� o�t �ea��� �e�� �e�a��e �� �e�e��e� of ���� � fo��� o�t � ha� �a��e� 

a�a��. �t ha� �o�e �a�k. ���� th�� ��e �t 
�a� �� �� ��a��. �hat �e���te� �� �e �e��� 
�� �a�t �ake a �eek at a ��e a�� the� ho�e 
fo� a �eek. �o� �t �a� a �oo� th��� he �a� 
the�e to �o�k. � �o��� �o he�p h�� a�� � 
�o���. ���k���� � ������e� �ea��� �e��. 
 �ta���� �� ���� � �a� �� �ha��e a�a��. 
�he� �e�e �e��� to the po��t that the� ha� 
the p�a�� fo� the �e� �������� a�� �o the� 
t��e� to �et �����o�a��e�. �e ha� o�e      
�����o�a�� �o�p�e �o�e fo� �epte��e� a��  
��to�e� of ����. ����to� � �ote� �a��e �o�t 
he� h���a�� �a�� ��e�pe�te��� �e�e��e� �� LaRue quilting in the Craft Room. 

�te�e �ron�on� �ire�tor ����. 
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����� ���     
�a����� ���� 
�����a��         
�o������ ��� 
����� 
 ���� �� 
�ta�t�� t�� ���t 
��a� of ����� 
t��� ���� ��a�� 
to o��� t�� ��� 
�o-o� ���l���� 
a�� �� �a� f�ll-
��� �����o�a����� ��� �o��l� �a� ������ a�� �o��a��� 
�a����� T��� �a�� f�o� ����o�a t�o ������� a�� l���� 
all ������ f�o� ����l t��o��� t�� ��ol� ��a�o� l����� �� 
t���� t�a�l�� a�� �o����� ������a�� T���� �a� ������� 

�o��a��� a�� ��� ���t t�� t���� of �� a�� �� �o�l� �o�� ����� �a�� ��� �o�l� �o�� �� t�� 
�o����� a�� t�� ot��� �� t�� a����oo�� �� t�o�� �a�� o�� ����o� �� t�� ����to� ���t�� �o�l� 
�a��l� �t� �� �����t �a�� a to� of ��o�l� a�� �� �����t �a�� ���� to ��ll� �� ��all� �o���t 
a lot of T-����t�� �oo��� �a��� ����� a�� t����� l��� t�at� �� ��a�l a�� � ��t� ��a�t a�� ���a 
Ta�lo�� ���t to a t�a�� ��o� �� ������ �� ����� 
 T�� ���� �oa�� ���o��o�at�� �� ����� T��� ���� �ol��t���� ��l���� �a�� ot��� a��     
������o�� �o���� �a��� ��a�� Ta�lo� �a� f�o� ����� �a�o�t ��a�t��� f�o� �alt �a�� �a� 
o� t�� �oa��� �o����� �o����� ���� �o���� a�� �� ��ot��� �a�a� ��l����t f�o� ���� ���� 
o� t�� �oa��� T��� ������� �� o���� to fo�� a ��o�� to �� a�l� to �o a��� f���� t��� �a� to 
�� a �o���o�t o��a���a�o� �o t��� ���o��o�at�� a� a �������� �a�l ���a� �� ��o�o �a� o��       
a��o��ta�t fo� t�o�� ���t f�� ��a�� a�� �� �o�l� �o�� �o�� ����� o��� �� a ���l� a�� ��l� 
�o t������ � t���� t��� �a�� ��� a l��l� ��t to �o ��� �o��� ���a��� of t�� ���o��o�a�o� �� 
�a� f���� f�o� �a��� �� ��ll�� fo���a�o�� T�� �o����o� fo���a�o� �a� ���� o�� ������t 
�o�t����to�� ����� �a� �o�a�o�� f�o� t�� ���l�� ����� a�� all ��� �a��� �� �alt �a�� a� t��� 
�a�� �o��� t��� ���� o�t �a�� ��a�� T������ a �o�a�o� ��o�� f�o� t�� ������ al�o� �t�� �ot 
�����tl� a��o��at�� ��t� t�� ������ a�� ��ll �o�at� to t�� ���a��ta��a� t������ T��� �o�at�� 
�o��� o�� ��a�� �� ���� a�l� to ���ll t�� ��ll at �a�� ������ ��t� t�at �o��� a��         
�����a�� t�� ��o���t�� 
 � �ot ���ol��� ��t� t�� �o�t a�o�t ���� ���� �a�l a�� � �o���t t�� ���� ���l��� �o���� 
T�� �oa�� ���t �o�ta���� �l��� �t���� ��o� ��o �a� t�� ��a� of t�� �����o�a��              
���a�t���t� a����� ��a� �� ��t �����o�a���� �o�� ������ T��� ��all� l�t �� �a�� ���       
�o��l�� t�� ���t ��a�� ��at a �l������� �ol� �o�� �o� �o��t ���t �o a�� ��t �o�� �a���� �� 
a�� ��t �all�� to t�� �l�� �o�t �����o�� �o� �a�� to �o�� �� t��o��� t�� �a�� �oo� �o �o���� 
��t �� t�� ����t ��ot� T�at�� ���� ���� a �l������ to t��� �la��� T������ �o �a� �� �o�l� �o�� 
�� ��t� ��o��� �ol��t���� o�� �a� a ���� ���� a�� o�� �a� a ���� t���� to �o ��at t�� 
�����o�a���� a�� �o��� �o�� t����� ��t �t �a� t��o��� �l��� ��o�� 
 ���� t��� ���t t�� ���t ��o�� of �����o�a����� t�� ��� �o-o� ���l���� �a���t ���t�       

LaRue Barton Kirkham machine 
quilted this colorful quilt. 

LaRue and Karl Barton. 

47



�ode�� �isto�� of �lu� �o�t  

 

��ished. We �e�e s�ll o�e� i� the ��a� �e�te�. �o� a �hile the� had to use the Log        
�ee��ghouse to g�eet �isito�s. That�s �he� the� �e�e �l�i�g the �o�ie �e�ause the� used 
the �ig �oo� i� the ��a� �e�te� fo� all the �ostu�es fo� the �o�ie a�to�s. The� had shoes 
st�u�g out all o�e� the �la�e a�d �ostu�es e�e���he�e. Whe� the� �ade the �o�ie� �e fed 
the�. The Co-o� �as ��ished e�ough that �e �ould feed the� u�stai�s. The su��e�s �e�e 
�ate�ed� �ut �e ��ed lu��hes a�d ��eakfast. The �If 
These Walls Could Talk� �o�ie that �ou see �o� �as 
do�e the�. �la� �ete�so� �l�ed the �o�ie �ostl� 
he�e i� the �lu� a�ea. The� �e�t to �s�ala�te to �l� 
so�e s�e�es �ut the� �e�e��t allo�ed to use �ago�s 
o�e� the�e. The �a�t �ou see �ith the �ago�s a�d the 
li�le gi�l ��di�g the �i�g �e�e �l�ed i� �lu�. The �a�t 
�he�e the li�le gi�l ��ds the �i�g at the e�d �as 
�l�ed �ight i� the �o�e �ehi�d T�i� �o�ks. 
 We sta�ted the �issio�a�ies �aki�g ��a�s as soo� 
as the� got he�e� as soo� as �e �ould �o�e i�to the 
�e� �uildi�g lea�i�g us the ��a� �e�te� to use. We 
had sta�ted t��i�g to �ake �uilts. We �e�e �uil��g the� o�e� at the Log �ee��ghouse o� 
the sta�d. We �ut u� a �uilt the�e a�d �ould �o�k o� it �he� �e �ould� �ust as �olu�tee�s� 
those that �e�e the�e. Whe� �e k�e� �e �e�e �o�i�g out of the s�a�e� the� talked o��e 
a�out �aki�g it the �a��e ��e�i�a� �e�te�. I suggested ho�e�e� ho� a�out �e tu�� it i�to 
the ��a� �e�te� so that �e �a� �ake the thi�gs �e sell� We got the idea to �ut i� all the 
d�ess-u�s. �� ��st idea fo� the �a�kage of d�ess-u�s� �as a fe� �i�i�al thi�gs out the�e i� 
the li�le �ago� that is �ulled �� the ho�se �� the g�a�e�i�es. The� �he� the� said �e �ould 
use the s�a�e i� the ��a� �e�te� the �a� �as o�e�ed to do the d�ess-u�s i� the�e. It all fell 
i�to �la�e �eall� �ell.  
 We had se�� a fe� of the d�ess-u�s. � lot of the� a�e do�ated f�o� �eo�le �ho ha�e 
�ee� o� t�ek o� �eo�le that ha�e �ee� to �au�oo a�d ha�e �o�e �a�k a�d do�ated thi�gs to 
us. The� �ade �uite a fe� i� the last fe� �ea�s� d�esses� a��o�s� a�d �o��ets. �eo�le �o�e i� 
all the ��e a�d �a�t to �u� the�. �ou �ould �e�e� kee� u� �aki�g e�ough to sell. The�e�s 
�o �a�. We do sell �o��ets. 
 It see�s like e�e�� �issio�a�� that �o�es has a� idea a�d that�s a�othe� thi�g added to 
the �i�. We had a �ou�le �o�e to the �lu� �o�t f�o� �au�oo �e�ause the� did��t �a�t to �e 
i� the ��og�a�s. The hus�a�d �ade those li�le a�i�als that t�i�l a�ou�d. �e also �ade a 
�ou�le of those �ig �o�ki�g ho�ses like the old-fashio�ed o�es. 
 The ��st �ea� �e had �issio�a�ies� �a�� ��ea�s did all the �o�k o� the �uildi�g. We got 
the Co-o� ��ished. The �hole i�side �as o�e �ig �oo�. It did��t ha�e a�� di�ided �oo�s i� it 
at all. It had the o��e �he�e the safe �as. �a�k �o�e�s� a �a� f�o� �a��i�gto�� �tah �uilt 
all the �a�i�et�� a�d shel�i�g �e�ause �e �a�ted it to look like a� old-fashio�ed t�adi�g �ost. 
�a�� ��ea�s of �l�i�e� �tah did all the �alls. �e �ould��t let a���od� hel� hi� do a��thi�g. 
�e hu�g all the �u�la� �� hi�self. ��e��thi�g i� the�e �as do�e �� hi�. �a���s �ife �ta�la �as 
the �ookie �ake�. �e�ause �e had sta�ted feedi�g g�ou�s of �eo�le �ho �a�e �he� the� 
�e�e �uildi�g thei� �a�i�s a�d si��e �e had the kit�he� the� sta�ted �aki�g all these �ookies. 

Hugh and LaRue Kirkham. 
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�he �a��l� o� ���a �a�lo�� the ���e o� ��a�t �a�lo� �ho �� o� the �oa�d o� d��e�to�� o��� �a�
�o� �a�e �h��h �� the hotel a�d �to�e �� the ��a�d �a��o�� �he �ha�ed �o�e o� the��  �oo��e 
�e��pe� ��th ��� �he �e��pe� ha�e �ee� t�ea�ed o�e� the �ea�� � ����a�� �e �ta�ted �a���g 
�oo��e�� �a�� �pea�� ���e �a�ed all the �oo��e� �� he��el� the ���t �ea�� �e o�l� had o�e 
�oo�� ��e���od� t�aded o� ��th othe� th��g�� �he �e�t �ea� � th��� the�e �e�e t�o    people 
�� the ��t�he�� �o� the�e a�e �e�e�al that a�e a���g�ed to the ��t�he� d����g the �ea�� 
 �he d��e�to�� ��e��o�ed the �e� �ol��tee�� ��th ��e��o�� ���h a� ��hat do �o� l��e to 
do?� �he���e t����g to ha�e the �����o�a�� do th��g� the� l��e do��g� l��e �la�����th��g� 
�he���e had people �ho ha�e �o�e e�pe���e �� a� a�ea �o�e d����g �ele��a�o��� �e had a 
�a� ��o� �la�d��g that �a� do��g �la�����th��g� �he� �alled h�� ���g �oh��� �e �o�ld �o�e 
a�d de�o��t�ate a l��le ��t� �e d�d �t d����g the ��e �e had the ded��a�o� o� the ���ld��g 
��t �oth��g o� a �eg�la� �a���� �e had o�e �a�� �a�� �o�e�� �� 
�ho �a� al�o a �����th� �o�e o� the th��g� �� �o�e o� the �a��
��� �e�e ha�d�ade �� h�� a�d h�� �o�� �e �a� go��g to do 
�la�����th��g at the �o�t ��t he e�ded �p ha���g to go ho�e 
�e�a��e o� hea�t t�o��le� �e �e�e� had     a���od� �o�e o� a 
�eg�la� �a���� �he� �e�e ge��g e�e��th��g do�e �o the �la���
���th��g �o�ge �o�ld �e ope�ated �� ga�� �he th��g ��th ga� �� 
�o� �a� t��� �t o� a�d o�� �o� do��t ha�e to ha�l the �ood ��� 
�o� �a��t do �t that �a� he�e a�d �e a�the��� to ����� 
 ��e�� ��e �a��l�e� �o�ld ���ld the �a����� the people �o�ld 
�o�e �o� th�ee da��� �e �o�ld �eed the� ��ea��a�t� l���h a�d 
d���e� �o� th�ee da��� �he� the� �o�ld ha�e ded��a�o� �e����e� 
�o� the ���ld��g�� �o�t o� the� ��o�ght l��le ��d�� �he� �o�ld 
���ld the �a���� �he� the ��d� �e�e o�t o� ��hool� �he� �o�ld 
e�e� go �� the log �ee��g ho��e ��th the ��d� l��e the p�o�ee� 
��hool� �he� �o�ld do ��� a�����e� ��th the ��d�� 
 �he �a��l�e� ha�e do�e a�a���g th��g�� � ���h � �o�ld tell �o� 
�o�e a�o�t tho�e� � �a� al�a�� �� the ��t�he� help��g ��th the 
�ood� ��e� �he� the� d�d the �e�� ��el�o� �a���� � d�d��t do o�e 
th��g o� �t e��ept �eed the people that �e�e �o����g� �he�e 
�e�e g�eat e�pe��e��e� �o� tho�e people �ho �o�ld �o�e a�d 
�pe�d tho�e th�ee da��� �he� had g�eat �o��ade�� a�d the� �elt 
the �p���t a� the� p�t �p tho�e �a���� a�d de�o�ated the� 
 �� �a� a� the ����o� �o� the ��t��e� � do��t �e�e��a��l� �a�t to �ee �o�e th��g� �e�a��e � 
th��� �e �eed to �a�age �ell �hat �e ha�e� �he �o�e�� �� a pla�e �he�e �a��l�e� �a� �o�e� 
�� ����o� �a� to ha�e �a��l� �e���o�� �o�e ��th �o�e �a��l�e� �o�e togethe� �� g�o�p�� 
��pe��all� de��e�da�t�� �o ��e the �p�ta��� �h�le the� �e�e t����g to ha�e ����to�� do���ta��� 
�a� �ea�l� ��po����le� �� �a�t the �oo�� �p�ta��� �e�e pla�� �oo���g� �he� �o� ��ept the 
�oo�� d��t a�d d��t d�opped o� the �e��ha�d��e do�� �elo�� �� �o�eo�e �p�lled �t �o�ld go 
do�� �elo�� �he ���t th��g �o����e a�d � d�d to t�� to �� the p�o�le� �a� to ���tall the 
�o��d �eathe� �t��pp��g that�� �� l��le t��e�� �e ��a�led o� o�� ha�d� a�d ��ee� o� e�e�� 
�oa�d �� the �oo� a�d ��th a ���e�d���e�� �e �ho�ed the ����la�o� �� e�e�� ��a��� �o�e o� 
the ��a��� �e�e ��de a�d �o�e �e�e �e�� �a��o�� �e �lled e�e�� ��a�� o� that �oo�� �e got 
�t all ����hed a�d �t ��ll d�d��t �o�� �ell� �o the� la�d the �e�o�d �oo� o�e� the top� �he �oo� 

�n ���� �a�ue continued to 
be involved in the Fort ac-
tivities by giving devotion-
als, machine quilting, par-
ticipating in youth confer-
ences and being readily 
available to missionaries. Ron Bateman photo. 
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�ode�� �isto�� o� �l�� �o�t 

�o� see �o� is a �i�e� �ood� i�te�lo�ki�� to� a�d do�e �ell. �o� �o�ld �ot �elie�e ho� �a�� 
da�s �e s�e�t o� it. ��st old �eo�le like �s. �e �e�e o� o�� �ellies a�d o� o�� �o�o�s a�d 
�e �o�ld �o do�� e�e�� �oa�d. It �as a �ai�staki�� ��o�e�t t��i�� to �� that �e�a�se the 
so��d �as so �ad. �hat's �h� the� ��t the ���la� o� the �alls i� those �oo�s �o� so��d. 
�he� had to do a lot o� thi��s as the� �e�t alo�� �e�a�se the�e �as �o i�st����o� �ook o� 
ho� to �ake a�� o� it �o�k.

�e'�e had so�e �o�de���l do�a�o�s. �he o��a� �as do�ated �� the �edd �a�il�. I� �a�t 
i� I �e�t th�o��h a�d took all o� the st�� that �elo��s to �e� �e'd ha�e so�e ��e�� �a�e 
s�a�es. �e ��st all did e�e��thi�� �e �o�ld to �et it �oi�� a�d kee� it �oi��.

�� �isio� �o�ld �e to ��st take �a�e o� �hat �e ha�e a�d ha�e a���i�es. I k�o� the� do 
the s�hool a���i�es a�d ha�e all the �th ��ade�s ��o� the �o��t� �o�e d��i�� the last �eeks 
o� ���il a�d i�to �a�. �he� sho� the� ���e� �aki�� a�d �ash�oa�ds� �la�ks�ithi���     
�la�i�� �a��les� �la�i�� �a�ks� et�.

I� ���il �e do a �o��de�s �a� a�d the� do so�e o� those de�o�st�a�o�s d��i�� that    
a���it�. �hat �o�ld �e ��� to �e. �s lo�� as so�eo�e else did it� I �ill sit the�e a�d ��sh the 
t�eadle se�i�� �a�hi�e� �hat's �hat I �o�ld do� �he�e's �o �a� to sta� o�e��i�ht at the �o�t. 
�e'�e had so �a�� �eo�le �a���� to �e�t the �a�i�s. �hat �o�ld �e i��ossi�le. I'd like to 
see �o�e �a�ilies �o�e. �ith the �o�e�� �o�� I thi�k that �akes it �o�e �ossi�le. �e��io� 
�eo�le ha�e �sed o�� kit�he� i� the �ast �he� �e �e�e ��st �e��� sta�ted a�d �e �e�e�'t 
�aki�� �ookies all da� lo��. ��t �he� it's o�e� to the ���li� �o� �a�'t do that a���o�e       
�e�a�se �e ha�e a se�a�ate s�a�e. I ho�e it kee�s �oi�� ���l I die.

�o�ki�� at �l�� has �ee� a� a�a�i�� e��e�ie��e ��o� the sta�t. I'� so ��ate��l �o� all the 
�issio�a�ies a�d �ol��tee�s �ho ha�e �o�ked he�e. I s�ll lo�e this �la�e� 

LaRue Helquist Barton Kirkham 
giving a devotional at the Fort.

LaMar Helquist served on the board of 
directors of Hole in the Rock Foundation for 
several years. He served as board president 
in ����. He is LaRue s brother.
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�earl� ���� including �D� Presiding Bishop� attend Bluff Fort dedication
�ea��� ��� �eo��e� �a�� �e��e��a�t� o� the o�����a� �o�e �� the �o�k ��o�ee��� �athe�e� 

�� ���� o� ����� � ��th �� �a��� ���to�� the ��e������ ���ho� o� the �h���h o� �e��� �h���t o� 
�a�e�-�a� �a��t�� to �e���ate the �e�e�t�� �e����t ���� �o�t�

����� �� ���� �a� the ���th a����e��a�� o� the a����a� o� the �o�e �� the �o�k ��o�ee�� �� 
����� �he �e���a�o� �� the ������a�o� o� �e�e�a� �ea�� o� ha�� �o�k �� a ����e� o� a�ea   
�e���e�t�� �e� �� �o����e �o����� �� a����o� to �o����� �a�o�t ��a�t�ee� �a�a� �e�����t� ��a�� 
�a��o�� a�� �a�� a�� �ha�o� ����o� �o�t����te� to the �e�o��t����o� o� the �o�t�

�t �a� a t����a� ����� �a� �� ����� ��th �t�o�� ���t� a�� �o�� ������ ho�e�e� the ��o�� o�   
h����e�� �ee�e� to e��o� the �a� � a�����e��

�� a����o� to a ��ee�h a�� �e���ato�� ��a�e� �� ���ho� ���to�� othe�� �ho ��oke at the 
e�e�t ������e �a�o�t ��a�t�ee� �o����e �o����� ��a�� �a��o�� �oh� ���ke��ta�� �a�a�          
�e�����t� a�o�� ��th a t�a���o�a� �a�a�o ��e����� �� ����� �a��to a�� ����� �� �ta� ��o��o�� 
�ha��a ��o�� a�� ��th ����e��e�
�� a����o� to the �e���a�o�� ���ho� ���to� e��o�e� a �o���� t��� to �a� ��a� ����� �

� �o���e �� ���� ����� ��� �����

Bishop H. David Burton dedicating 
the Hole in the Rock Monument & 

Plaza. �o����e �o���� �hoto��

Bluff Fort Pioneer Monument 
Dedication took place          

�pril �� ����.

The monument under                 
construction with the Barton  
Cabin in the background. 
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In ����, Bishop H. David Burton came to 
Bluff Fort to dedicate the Hole in the 
Rock Pioneer Monument and Plaza. It 
was a cold, blustery April day and a 
crowd gathered for the dedication, then 
quickly left.  

Completed Monument to the Hole-in-the-Rock pioneers.                                         Lamont Crabtree photo.

Corinne Roring speaking. 

Navajo Medicine Man Curtis 
Yanito pronounced a blessing 
on the Fort. 

Local singer 
Stan Bronson 
sang at the            
dedication.

Under construction. 
UNDC & RS bldg. behind.
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A Little Bit of Bluff �� �e��� ����e� 

 �e ���e � ����p�le o�e� ��e�e� �o����e �o����� �ole �� ��e �o�� �o�����o�         
p�e���e�� �ol� ��e ��o�� ����e�e� �o� ��e �e�l� �e��o�e� �l�ff �o�� �e�����o�� �p��l ���� 

�e�o�e �o� le��e� �o� ��� p�� � l��le ��� o� �l�ff ���� �� �o�� po��e��  

 ��e�� �o�e��e�e� �o�eo�e e���e��l� �ee�e� �o �o��� ���� ��e �����e�� o� people 
��e����� ��e �e�����o� �o�l� ���e �o���� �p o� �e� ����e��o�� ��� ��e ���� �e��� �o 
�lo�� �������� ���� ���� ��� �o o�e ��� �o e�e� �e� �e�� ��e ����p�le� ��e ���� ���e �o 
��e�� �� �le� ���o ����� e�e� ��� �o����� �� ���e� ���o��� �lo��e� ��� �e�le� ���o        
�����le�� �� ��� ���� �e�o��e� �e�� ��el�o� ����e��-�����-�e�� ��o�� ��� �� �� �o�l� �o� 
e���l� ����� off� �� ��e ��e ��e p�o���� ��� o�e�� ��e p�����p���� ��� � l��e��l ����e o� 
���� ��e �l�ff p�o�ee�� ���� ���e e�pe��e��e�� ��� �� ��� ��� o��� 

 �l�ff ��� �o� ��e e�� o� ��e ����l - �o� ��e e�� o� ��e ����l - �o� ��e �e�le�� ��o ���e 
���o��� ��e �ole �� ��e �o�� ��� �e��� ��o� ���l���� ��e �o�� o�l� ����e� � �e� ���p�e� �� 
� �oo� �lle� ���� �������p ��� �e������e� �l�ff � ���� ����op� �e�� ��el�o�� ��� ��� ���e� 
�l��e ��� �ee� �e��e�� o� ��e ����� ��� ��ll�e �������� �o�p���� ��e��o�e �� ����   
�o���e���o� o� ��� ������ ��� ���e� �p �o�� o� ��e�� e����l� po��e���o�� �� o��e� �o     
����e� � p�op�e� � ��ll �o e����l��� ��e ���� �o������� �� ��� ���� �o����� 

 �e���p�� ���� �� ��e�e ��e �e�� ���e ���� �o�e� ��o�� � �e�e�e��e �o ��o�e ��o ��� 
������e ��e �����e�� o� ��e �e���e�� �� �ell �� ��e �����e�� o� ���e��e� l����� �o����o��� 
�e�� e�e� �� ����p�pe� ��e��e� � ��oo�� ��� �e��e� ������ ��e �ole �� ��e �o�� �l�ff    
p�o�ee�� �e���e� �� ������ �o�e o� ��e �o�� �e�e���e� p�o�ee�� �� ���� ����o��� 

 �o����� � ��e��-�����������e� o� �e�� ��el�e�� ���pl��e� ���e ���� �� ��e ���e��oo� ��e 
���� o� p�e�e����� �l�ff � e��l� ����o��� ������ o��e�� �o �o ��e ���e� ��e �p���� ����        
p�e���le� �� ��e �e�����o� ��� �o� ��ep� ���� �� ��e ���o�� ����� ����e�� �� ���          
�e���o��e� �� p�����p���� �e��� ��� �el� ��e ��o��e� o� ��e ��ol��e� �l�ff p�o�ee��� ��� �o� 
��e� �e�e e�po�e� �o ��� ele�e���� e������� ��e �o������ ���e�� o� ����e�� ���e��e� ��� 
po�e���l ������e���������� ���� �e����o���� ������ ����e�� 

 �� ����� ����o�� ��e������ ����op o� ��e ������ o� �e��� ������ o� ���e�-��� ������� 
����e� ��� ��o����� ��� ���e ��e �e�����o�� p���e�� ��e ��� ���e �o��e�e� ��� ��e 
po�e�� o� �e��e� ��� �o� �e�pe� ��e �e���e� �o� ���� � ����l� �����p��e� ��� ��po����� 
e�e��� ��e� �� ��e ��o�� �e��e��e� �� ��e �lo�e o� ��e �e�����o�� ��������� ���� �p �o 
���� po���� ��e�e ��� ���ee� �ee� �����e ���e��e��o��  

 ������p���� ��� �e�e� �e��ll ��e �e�����o�� �e����e ����o�� �e�e��e���� �o�         
���e���le ��e ����-�lle� ���� ���� o� ��e �ol� �o ���������e����� o� �l�ff �� �p��l� ��e� 
���� ���el���� �l���e��� ���ll ���l��e� �� ��e ����e��e ���e� �� ����o��o��� �e�e ��e ���l�
��e� o� �e��e��e�� �o�e �e��l�e��� o� ��� ��e�� �o��e�� e������e� �e��� ����le ���� ��o�e 
o� ��e�� ��ffe���� l��le o�e�� ���� ���� �o����o��� �� ��� e��� �o ������e ��e �������p� 
��e ���� �e�le�� o� ��� ���� e�pe��e��e�� e��e��e���� � �eel��� o� �������e �o� ��o�e ��o 
���e �e�o�e� �o� ��e�� ����� ��� pe��e�e����e ������� ���� o���� � � �p��l ��� ����� 
�ol��e �� � ���� p��e �� 
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Bluff Fort Pioneer Monument Plaza � �ohn �a�lor Monument �a��e� in ����� loo�ing north. 

Bluff Fort Pioneer Monument Plaza facing south. Photo Kyle Bateman. Top photo Ron Bateman. 

��� �������s s����� ���� ��� 
��� �����s����� ��� ���� �� 
��� �������� ��� ��s� ������� 
��� ��� �� ���� ���� ���� ��� 
��������� �� ��� ������s � 
�� ����s���s�� ����� s 
�������s �s ��� s����� �� 
�������� ��� ��� ��� �� �����  

������ ��s s�������� ���� ���� ����� ����� 
�ss������� ���� ���� -
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-

Fort Montezuma Monument near the Fort garden.  
Tribute to Josephine Wood, Aunt Jody.
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Wagons �oin ��o �ultures and ��o �ountries ����-��

-

German Wagons donated to 
Bluff Fort by Gunter Liebich.  Photos by Ron Bateman.
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 �s ���te� ��e� olde�, he �o�de�ed �hat �o�ld happe� to his �a��elo�s �a�o�         
�olle��o�� �e shipped t�o o� his �a�o�s to the ���� �o� the �h���h o� �es�s �h�ist o� �a�e�-
da� �ai�t s �es��i�e�te��ial �e-e�a�t�e�t o� the �o��o� pio�ee�s �a�o� t�e� to �tah�     
���te� o�e�ed to do�ate his �a�o� �olle��o� to the �h���h, ��t his o�e� �as de�li�ed�  

 �ea�s �e�t ��, a�d the� a s�all �i�a�le happe�ed� �h�o��h a se�ies o� �oi��ide��es,
���te� �o��d the �ole i� the �o�� �o��da�o�� �e �elt a �i�ship �ith the ea�l� �l�� pio�
�ee�s �ho had �ee� �alled �� ��eside�t �oh� �a�lo� to lea�e thei� ho�es a�d esta�lish a 
se�le�e�t i� �a� ��a� �o��t�� ���te� �ie�i�h a�d �te�e� ��a�, a histo�i�al �esto�a�o�ist 
��o� �o�e �o�t, dis��ssed ho� his �olle��o� �i�ht help tell t�o sto�ies o� �o��a�e a�d 
�aith, a�d phila�th�opist �e�t ��ith p�o�ided the �o�e� to ship the �a�o�s to the ����  

 ��ai�, ��a�t a�d ��a�t s so� �a�� �a�lo�, alo�� �ith ���te� s so� �ho�i, �e� to     
�a����� to pa�� the �a�o�s a�d p�epa�e the� �o� shippi��� �o�e�e�, �o�pa��             
�e��la�o�s, ��e �o�es, a�d holida�s all �o��i�ed to dela� the ope�a�o�� �l��atel�, the 
�e� had o�l� a �e� ho��s to pa�� �� �a�o�s, pl�s addi�o�al ���-po��d �heels� �iete� 
����i��, a �e��e� o� the �h���h o� �es�s �h�ist li�i�� i� �a�����, o�e�ed to help as did 
lo�al ��� �issio�a�ies� �� less tha� �o�� ho��s the �o�tai�e� �as pa��ed, the ��sto�s o��e� 
pla�ed his seal o� the �o�tai�e�, a�d it �as o� its �a��  

 �he� the �o�tai�e� a��i�ed i� �tah, the �a�lo�s, alo�� �ith �o� ��ie�s a�d �oh� �o�, 
�e�e �ead� to ��load a�d �easse��le the �a�o�s o� a hot da� i� ���e� �le�, �at�i�� a�d 
�e�e, lo�al �a��e ��e�i�a�s, sho�ed �p at the �o�t a�d o�e�ed thei� help� �a��e �a�to�, 
�o�i��e �o�i�� a�d he� ��a�dso� ��ai� also �oi�ed i�� �ithi� t�o ho��s the �o�tai�e� �as 
��loaded, a�d �� e�e�i�� all o� the �a�o�s had �ee� �easse��led a�d pla�ed at the �o�t�  

 �o�i��e �o�i��, ���� p�eside�t, has al�a�s said, �he� the ��e is �i�ht, it �ill happe�,
a�d it �e�tai�l� has� �he� �eeds ha�e a�ise�, people li�e ���te�, �iete�, �at�i��, �le�, a�d 
�e�e ha�e stepped i� a�d pla�ed a �a�o� pa�t i� p�ese��i�� �l�� �o�t a�d its histo�� �o� a 
�hole �e� �e�e�a�o�� ��a�t �a�lo�, , �ol��e �, ��t��� ����, pa�e �� 
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Ron Barton, Grant & Graig Taylor installing Fort 
electrical lines. 

The other Grant Taylor, a professional 
sign painter designed  all the Fort 
signs large and small, with the help of 
his brother Dell.   Photos Erlene Taylor. 

Sign by the Kumen Jones Home, 
����. �ike Roring had the tall 
metal signs made. 

Looking southwest from Co-op balcony.  Ranae Bateman photo. 

Original wagon under shelter near kitchen 

Bluff Fort Scenes 

Looking north        
toward Co-op.   Lamont Crabtree photo below. 
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These photos show the results of the two Grant 
Taylor�s sod laying pro�ect. �t took them � �/� 
days to complete. Other workers helped 
smooth out the ground area.  

October ��, ���� 

Above - sod was laid near the  
Kumen Jones home ruins. 
Left photo - new sod in front of 
the Kitchen/ Cowboy Cabin.  
All photos courtesy Erlene Taylor 

LaRue & Karl Barton were 
prompted to purchase the Jens 

�ielson home in ����. Later 
they sold to ��RF in ����. 

Left– Mary, Erlene and Dell    
Taylor using the Fort golf cart 

donated by Mike Roring. 
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���� CAM� ST�C��� 
 �� ����� �� ����� �� ���� ���� �� ���� ��� ��������� 
���� ����� ��������. ��� ������� ��� ���� �����      
����������� ����� ���� ��� ���� ����� ������� �� ��� 
���� �� ��� ���� �����.  ������ �. ����� ������ ��� ���� 
��� ���������� ���� ����� � ���� ��� ����� � ��� �� 
�������� ��� ���� �� ����� �� ���� �� ���� ������� 
���� �� ��� �������� �����.   

 ����� ������ ������ 
����� � ���� �� ����� 
���� ��������� ��� ���� 
������ �������� ��� 
�����. �� ������� ���� 
��� ������� ���� ������� 
��� ���� ��������� ���� 
��������� ���� ��� ����.  
A������ ����� ��        
��������� ���� ������� 
�� ��� ��������� �� �� 
��� ����� �� �� ������ ���� �� ������ ������ �� �� �� ��� ������ 
��������� ������ �� � ����� �� �� ���������. 

   �� ����� � ���� �������� ��� ��� �� ��� ������ ��� ������� ��� � ������ ��� ��� ���� ��� ���� 
�� ���� ������. ���� ���� ��� ���� �� ���� ���� ����� ������� ��� �� ����� �� �����. A 
������ ���� ����� ��� ����������� ������ ��� �������. ����� �� �������� ��� �������� ��� 
����� �� ��� ������ ��������� ��� ��� ��� ������ ���������. �� 
���� ��� ��������� ���� ����� �� ���� ������ ���� ������������   
������ ������� �� ��� ���. �� �������� � ����� ��� � ����� ����� 
����� ����� ���������� ��� ���� �� ���� �� ����� ���������� � ����� 
����� ��������� ���� ��� ���� �� ������ ��� ��������� ���� ���           
�������� ��� � ���� ������ ����� ���� ������ � ����. 
    �� ����� ����� ������ ������� ��� ������� ����� �� ���� ��� ���� �� 
� ������� �� ���� ������. ����� ������ � ������� �� �������      
��������. ���� � ������� ���� ��� �������� ���� ������������        
������ ��������� ���� ����� ��� ������ ���� ���� �� ����. 
   �� ���� ������ ��� ����� �������� ���� ������ �� ���� �� ��� ���� 
������������ �� ���� ����. ���� ����� ������������ ��� �������    
������� ���� ������. ������ ����� ������ �� ��� ���� ����� ��      
���������. �� ���� ��� ���� ��������� ��� �������� ���� ����� �� 
���� ������������. 
   ���� ��� ����� ��A������� ���� ���� ����� �������� ���� ��� ��� �� 
��� ���� ����� ����������� �� ����. ���� ���� �������� ������ �� 
���� ��������� ������� ����. �� ���� ���� ���� ������ �� ������� 
������������ �� ����� ��������� ��������� ����. 

�n ���� ten acres of land was              
purchased west of Bluff. The               
construction of Camp Stickie youth 
camp was completed in ����.             
���� ���������� ��������. 

Camp Stickie sign.  

Todd & Holly McAllister 
Camp Stickie Directors 

taken in ����.                  Ron Bateman photos.  
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Bluff Pioneer Cemetery, Early Impetus for the Fort Development  ��ee��� ��e��o�� � de��e�d��t o� �e��� o��ed �o�t o� t�e ��o�e�t� o� �e�ete�� ����� ��e� 
��e� �e �o�d ��t� o� t�e ��o�e�t�� e��e�t �o� t�e �e�ete�� �t�e��� ��e �o�e ��� t��t �o�ed�� 
�o�e ����o����te e��t� �o��d ���e�� o� t�e ��e�e� t��e �t�e� ����t��� ��d ����o�e t�e   
�e�ete��� 
 �� ���� �o�� �o���e� ����ed � ���t ����� deed to ��� ���� �o��t� �o� t�e �e�ete��        
��o�e�t�� ��e �o�� �o���e� �e�e ��ee��� ��d ��o�� ��e��o�� �o���d ��d �o�ot�� �d���� 
��o��� ��d ������d �ete��o�� ��d �o�e�t ��d ��d�e ��de��o�� �� ���� ��� ���� �o��t� 
t�����e��ed t�e t���t to t�e ���� ��t� ���to����� ��e�e����o� ���o����o�� �� ���� ���            
�o���tee�� ��e��ed t�e �e�ete��� �� ���� ���� ���e� o� ���d ��o��d t�e �e�ete�� ���e �� �o� 
���e �o� �������� ��e �����o� ������ ��ed ����� ��t� t�e �o��t� to ��t � ���d�����o� o�     
�e�ete�� �����   
 �t t��� �o��t� t�e �o�e �� t�e �o�� ��o�� �ot ���o��ed �� t�e ���� ��o�ee� �e�ete��� 
�o����e �o���� �e�t to ��t t����� to ����e o�t o��e������ ��e ����e� �o��d��o� ���eed to 
��o�t t�e �o�e� �o� t�e �������e ��d �e����ed t��t ��� �e ���d ���� ��t��� ��e �o�t��� 

Bluff pioneer, � foot � 
inch Jens Nielson and 
wives Elsie and Kirsten 
are buried in the Bluff 
cemetery. 
 Photos courtesy Ron Bateman. 

Bluff Cemetery 
Scenes.  

William Adams 
family 

gravesite left. 
Locomotive 

Rock is in the 
background. 
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������ ������� �� ���� ����  

 

 ������ ���� ���� ��� �� ��� ����������� ��� ��������� ������ ������ ��� ��������        
��������� ����� ����� ��� ����� ����������� ������ ���� ���� ��� �� ������� ����� ��� 
������� ��� ������ �� ����  
 ����� ������� ������ ������� ��� ��������� �� ��� ��������� �� ��� ��������� ������� 
����� ���� �� ������� ��� ��� ���� � ������� ������ �� ��� ����� �� ���� ��� ���������
���������� ���� ��� ����� ���� ������ ��� ������� ���� ������ ���������� ��� ������ �� ��� 
�������� �� ��� ����� �� ��� ���� �� ��� ���� ��������� ���������� �� ������  
 

250 gather to dedicate blustery Bluff’s cemetery hill 
 
By Deseret News Oct 20, 1997, 12:00am MDT Terri Winder, correspondent 
 
 Headstones and umbrellas dotted the top of Bluff's cemetery hill Saturday, Oct. 11, as community 
residents and pioneer descendants gathered to dedicate the ground recently purchased from private 
ownership. 
 Half of the 250 participants sat shivering on metal chairs while others stood at cold attention on the 
fringes, as an early winter storm blew grit into eyes and mouths, literally giving them a taste of pioneer 
life in Bluff city. Individuals came from as far away as Chicago to commemorate and celebrate their 
pioneer heritage in this little community. 
 A Bluff native, 90-year-old Ila Nielson Sundwall stayed at the Desert Rose Inn, the restored rock 
home of her grandparents, Jens and Kirsten Nielson. An original settler, Jens Nielson was the LDS 
bishop of the riverside hamlet for 26 years. 
 It was at Bishop Nielson's home where women and children gathered in times of threat from  
American Indians or river flooding. It is said that one mother, Rachel Perkins, dressed her children in 
their best clothes before taking them to Bishop Nielson's home. When asked why she did that, she is 
said to have replied, "If they have to be killed I want them to be well dressed and respectable." 
 The headstones on Cemetery Hill bear silent testimony to the trials the first settlers suffered. Their 
immortal 1880 Hole-in-the-Rock Expedition through some of the most rugged territory the country has 
to offer was only a prelude to the hardships they would encounter once they arrived at this isolated 
outpost. 
 It is estimated that thousands of Utahns today trace their ancestry to those original Bluff pioneers. 
 Buried here is the 42-year-old mother of eight, Lydia Mae Lyman Jones, who died from burns   
received while saving her infant son from fire. One plot holds the bodies of a father, James Decker, 
and four of his children - all victims of a diphtheria epidemic that swept through the community     
during the Christmas season of 1901. American Indians friendly to the Mormon settlers are laid to rest 
here. Other isolated graves hold the bodies of loners who just happened to be in the vicinity when their  
mortal lives came to an obscure ending: trappers, gold miners and cowboys. Prehistoric graves from 
the Anasazi period have also been discovered. 
 The dedication culminated years of fund-raising efforts and acknowledged individuals associated 
with the San Juan Foundation, San Juan Historical Commission, Southwest Heritage Foundation and 
the Bluff City Historic Preservation Association. 
 The George S. and Dolores Eccles Foundation made the latest $88,000 purchase possible by 
providing an interest free loan and a 50 percent match. "We went way beyond the bake sale scenario," 
supporter Liza Doran said. 
 The celebration began, as did the early celebrations of Bluff, with the ringing of a church bell and a 
brass band. There were speakers representing the different organizations, and musical numbers. The 
dedicatory prayer was given by Curtis Jones, a descendant of original pioneers. 
 With a tourist-based economy supplemented by agriculture, present day Bluff is a diversified com-
munity with few descendants of the original settlers remaining. Many of the first Victorian style homes 
have been restored and preserved and are listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Now the 
historic cemetery hilltop and surrounding ground will also be protected. 
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James Decker and four of his children were all victims of a diphtheria        
epidemic that swept through the Bluff community during the Christmas  
season of ����.  Ron Bateman photo. 

Winston Hurst           
welcomed the crowd. 
He commented I didn't 
expect to see so many 
here, but this is a trib-
ute to the heartiness of 
you descendants of 
these pioneers.  Corinne Roring photos. 

Bluff pioneer 
cemetery ����.  Ron Bateman photo. 
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Nearly ���  �eo�le attended the 
Bluff historic cemetery           
dedication on �cto�er ��, ����. 

Corinne Roring with the only two        
surviving granddaughters of Jens      
Nielson, Ila Sundwall and Helen Wilson.  
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CHAPTER TWO  
 Miracle of   

Modern Cabin  
Building at Bluff 

Fort 
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�ode�� �isto�� o� ���� �o�t  

 

���� ��RF   G���t ����o� �o����es his �������e� ������ �ee���s �e�e he�d �ith �ishop �� ���id    
���to�, �i�i�� hi� �pd�tes o� �h�t ��s h�ppe�i�� ��d i� t��� the �o��d��o� �e�ei�ed               
e��o����e�e�t ��o� hi� �s to the ����e o� the ���� �o�t p�o�e�t� ���i�� those �isits, he     
s���ested th�t �e �e �o��i�� �ith the �h���h o� Jes�s �h�ist o� ���e�-d�� ��i�t s histo��    
dep��t�e�t�   

 �� ����, �te�e ��se�, �h���h histo�i�� ��d ��de� ���o� ����e� ���e to ����� �he�e ��s 
�o��e�� o�e� �hethe� the ��� �h���h �i�ht ���t to t��e o�e� the p�o�e�t� �te�e ��se� ���e 
the �o��d��o� ��e�t �o��se�� �e s�id th�t �s � 
p�i��te �o��d��o� �e �o��d �e ���e to ��i�d it 
���h ��i��e� th�� the �h���h �o��d ��d th�t 
�t p�ese�t the �h���h ��s �ost i�te�ested i� 
�e�e��to�� sites, ��d ���� did� t �t thei�        
e�ph�sis� Je��� ���d, �i�e�to� o� ��� �h���h 
�isto�i� �ites ��d �o� ��de�s, �h���h histo�� 
e�p�o�ee �e���e � p��t o� the �isits� �he 
�o��d��o� ��s e��o����ed to t�� ��d       
��i�t�i� the ��e�test de��ee o� histo�i���     
��������� �he� ��so e��o����ed �s to o��� te�� 
� sho�t pe�iod o� histo�� so th�t �e �o��d te�� it 
�e��� �he �o��d �hose �� �e��s ��o� ����-
����� �his de�isio� he�ped �s �ith othe�       
de�isio�s ��te� o� th�t �o��d h��e ��te�ed the 
st�e��th o� the sto�� the� to�d� 
 �� ����, ��e�� ���d�o�d he�ped the         
�o��d��o� �pp�� �o� � ��e�i� �����s G���t
��o� �ede��� hi�h���s �o�e�� �he� �e�e 
���di�� �isito� �e�te�s ��d he tho��ht this 
�o��d �e � �ood so���e to he�p ���d the      
�e��i�di�� o� the sto�e �o-op sto�e� �he ����t 
��s ��i�e� ��d s���i�ed ��d the ����t ��s 
�i�e�� ��t �o�e� �o��d �ot �e ����ded ���� 
������he ����t ��s �o� ����,����    
���� Cabins  
James and Lucinda Redd Cabin      

�� ��to�e� ����, Joseph �ie�di�� ���o��ie, ���� ��d �es�ie ���to�, ��d ������et �ope ���e 
to ���� to see �he�e thei� ����d�othe� �i�i�� �edd ���o��ie ��s �o��� G��i� �o�ed to 
��e�d ��� �d����o� �ee� ��d h�d �et �p �ith Joseph the�e� G��i� h�d e��o����ed Joseph 
to �o�e to ����� G��i� ��s i� ���� ��d he�ped the� ������e thei� to��� �he� �ode � �hee�e�s 
o�t to ��� J��� �i�� ��d �he� the� �et���ed Joseph �o��ded �p to G��i� ��d e��ited�� to�d 
hi� th�t �he� ��st see it to �e�ie�e it� �����, the e�pe�ie��e hi�i�� �p ��� J��� �i�� �h���es 

James & Lucinda Redd Family Cabin.               Ron Bateman photos. 
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Back of James Redd cabin.
Amasa Barton blacksmith shop built in ����.

Interior of Amasa Barton Blacksmith Shop which was at the 
southwest corner of the fort originally. ������� ���������� �� ������ 
�. ����� �� Indians and Outlaws ��. �� ��� �� ���� �� ���� ���� ������ �������� �� 
���� ����� ���������� ������� � ���� �������� �������� �����. 

���� ����� ��������     
���������� �� ��������� �� 
��� ��� ����� ���� ��� 
����� ��� ���� �� ������. 
������ �. �����, History of 
San Juan County, ����.

�������, �� ���������� 
����� �����, ��� ��������� 
���� ��� ������� �� ���� 
���� ����� ������� ��� �� 
����� ��� ����� �� ���� 
�������� ������� ���� �� 
�� ������ ����� ��� 
�������. ���. ��������� �. 
�����, Saga of San Juan, 
��. ��.
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Thales & Margaret Haskell Family Cabin built 
in �ctober ����. Ron Bateman photos.

This ground �speaking of �luff Fort� 
is hallowed by the faith and works of 
its original settlers. Though the    
elevation is only ���� feet above sea 
level, it stands as close to the stars 
and the heavens as one can get on 
this mortal earth. It is a magnificent 
monument to the faith and courage 
of its original settlers. Monuments 
are the sanctuary of memory. They 
constitute the holy mountain from 
which vantage point we see the     
vision of the past, present, and      
future. They are the temple of 
memory which gives meaning and 
purpose to all we do. JJoosseepphh FFiieellddiinngg 
MM��CCoonnkkiiee,, OO��ttoo��eerr ��88,, ������88
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����� e�pl���ed to the ���o�k�es �h�t 
the �o��d��o� ��s t����� to do ��d th�t 
�e ���ted to st��t ���ld��� �����s to    
��e�te � s���l��o� o� the o������l �ollo� 
�����e �o�t. ����� told the� th�t e��h 
����� �o�ld �ost ��o�t ������� ��d �sked 
�� the ����l� �o�ld �o�t����te th�t ��o��t. 
�oseph ��d the othe�s �elt �o��de�t the� 
�o�ld ��d soo� pl��s �e�e ��de to �et��� 
the �ollo���� ��to�e� ���� ��d ���ld the 
��st ����� �o� ���es ��d �����d� �edd.

�� the sp���� o� ����� p�ep����o�s 
�e�e ��de to ���ld the ��st �����s �t the 

�o�t. �ello�sto�e �o� �o�p��� o� ������ 
��� s�ppl�ed the ��st th�ee ����� p��k��es 
��d se�t ���k to help o�e�see �o�st����o�.  
�o�e� ��s ���sed �� the ����l� ��d ��e� 
���l �o�d����e� �dded �ll� ���s��� the so�th 
s�de o� the p�ope�t�. �e the� ���ded the 
lo�e� po��o� o� the p�ope�t�. �h�ee      
�o���ete p�ds �e�e l��d �� �d����e o� the 
���o�k�e ����l� s ������l. 

�� ��to�e� ��-��� ����� o�e� ���               
des�e�d��ts o� ���es ��d �����d� �edd 
des�e�ded o� the �o�t. �he �o��d��o� �ed 
the ��e� ��o� �h��sd�� �oo� to ��t��d�� 

��e�k��st.  ���� ���lo�� ����e ���to� ��d  
othe�s spe��he�ded th�t p�o�e�t. �oh� �o� �ot o�l� p�o��ded the doo�s �o� �ll the �����s� ��t 
the �e��pe �o� ��t�h ��e� �h��ke� ��d ���e �o� ���d�� ���ht s d���e�. ��e� ��� people ���e to 
help ���ld the ��st th�ee lo� �����s.    

��ees ��d sh����e�� �����ed o� the s�te del��e�ed �� �d �l��� o� ���de� ���se��� � ����� 
des�e�d��t. � sp���kle� s�ste� ��s ��st�lled to ��te� the �e� t�ees ��d the olde� o�es th�t 
�o����e h�d p�e��o�sl� pl��ted. ��e� �� t�ees �e�e pl��ted. ��o ��p��ese �o�s �e�e ��d��� 
the�� �����les ��o� ����d� to �e���o. �he� stopped ��d helped pl��t t�ees ��d p�o��ded   
othe� help �he�e �eeded. �he� �e�e �ed ��d ���ped �t ����e ��d ���l ���to� s.

�he p�o�e�ts �e�e d���ded �p. �t�� ���o�k�e� o� �t. �eo��e� he�ded �p the t�e��he� ��d 
l����� the sp���kle� l��es. �e� ��d ���� �o��ho s t�o so�s lo�ed �s��� ��lph �edd s post hole 
d���e� to �e��� e��h t�ee hole. �he� the� d �et the�� sho�els ��d �le�� o�t the hole� �dd 
��e�d�e�ts ��d the� pl��t the �o�o��ood� �o��st ��d ��l�e��� t�ees. ��ke �edd took 
so�e ���k ��o� h�s ����l� �o� t�k��� o�e� ����� ����es o� the�� �o�k.

�o�e o� the �o�e� o������ed � p�o�ee� s�hool ��th lots o� ��� ������es �o� the �o���e� 
�h�ld�e�. �he� �sed the �o� �ee���ho�se �o� the�� s�hool.

Lemuel & Eliza Redd Family Cabin built in 
���il ����. Ron Bateman photos.
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�ode�� �isto�� o� Bluff �o�t  

 

 �he lo�s ��o� �ello�sto�e �o� �o�pa�� �a�e la�eled o� the t�u�k. �he� ea�h had a pla�e 
to �o �ust like �i��ol� �o�s. ��e� the �id�e �ea� �as set the� s�alle� lo�s �ade up the 
�oo�. �at�i�e �ope �e�� a�o��e� �� da� �ut �oo�e� �� �i�ht �o�ked ��o� the �id�e �ea� to la� 
the �oo�. � �u��e� �e���a�e �as �olled out a�d the� di�t �as loaded o� the �oo�. �i�k ��o� 
�ello�sto�e �o� �as a �aste� �ith his �hai� sa� a�d �ut a doo� a�d t�o �i�do� ope�i��s. 
��ai� had t�o �i�do�s �o� ea�h �a�i� that �e�e pu��hased at �o�es �ai�t a�d �lass i� ��e�. 
�oh� �o�� a ��ie�d o� ��ai� s �as �ead� �ith ha�d �o��ed-doo� ha�d�a�e a�d doo�s. �he �a�i� 
had �ee� �hi�ked usi�� plaste� �esh that had to �e �ut i� lo�� st�ips �ith �� s�ips a�d the� a 
�o�ta� �i� pat�hed i�side a�d out ��ea��� the �hi�ki��. � to��ue a�d ��oo�ed �oo� �as also 
i�stalled.   

 Be� Bla�k� o� Bla�k �a�k �ou�s� �as �o�t�a�ted �� the �a�il� a�d ��ou�ht do��                 
�-�heele�s a�d o� ��ida�� the �a�il� took a ��eak ��o� the �o�k to �ide to �a� �ua� �ill a�d 
hiked to the top.     

�he ���o�kie s had �ust ��ished the south�est �o��e� o� the �o�t �ith the �a�es �edd 
�a�i�� the �hales �askell �a�i� a�d the ��asa Ba�to� Bla�ks�ith shop. �e �e�e all a�azed at 
ho� �u�h �o�k a�d �hat a d�a�a�� �ha��e �as �o� �e�i��i�� to shape the �esto�ed Bluff 
�o�t. 

��ida� �i�ht �e ate the �a�ous a�d �i�a�ulous �hi�ke� a�d �i�e. �i�a had looked all o�e� 
�alt �ake �o� �a�p�ell s �olde� �ush�oo� soup� �oh� s se��et i���edie�t. �he �a� to the ��� 
i� Bluff �o� a �e� thi��s a�d �ou�d the soup i� a la��e �ua��t� e�ou�h �o� � �ut�h ��e�s 
a�d � �eep i� �hi�h the last o� the �hi�ke� te�de�loi�s �e�e �ooked. �he ���o�kie s ate 
all the �ai� �ou�se a�d the� � �ut�h ��e�s �ith �ko� Ba� �ake. �t �as �uite a �east.  

�e had asked the �a�il� to ��i�� thei� o�� �hai� a�d �he�e possi�le a ta�le o� t�o. �e 
a�a�hed a la��e �lue ta�p o� the �est o� the shed a�d the� pulled it �est a�d used te�t poles 
to hold it up. �he o�l� kit�he� �a�ilit� �as i� the �o��o� �a�i� �ith a th�ee-�u��e� sto�e a�d 
�e had t�o �e��i�e�ato�s. �u� kit�he� staff pleaded �o� �e�e� �a�ili�es to host �a�ilies.   

�� �atu�da� �o��i�� a �oh��� �ake ��eak�ast sta�ted the da�. �he� a dedi�a�o� �as held 
i� the �o� �ee��� �ouse. �he �ee���house �as �u�s��� at the sea�s. �he�e �as e�e� a 
la��e �o����e�t liste�i�� at the �a�k doo�. �s�a� ���o�kie ��. p�o�ou��ed the le��th�       
dedi�ato�� p�a�e�� h���s �e�e su�� a�d the �a�il� histo�� �ehea�sed. �he �pi�it �as st�o�� 
a�d the ��st �a�i� �aisi�� �as �o�pleted. �he �a�il� had a ��eat ��e a�d s�ll �e�ou�t thei� 
�o� as the� all �e�a�e Bluff �o�t �o�ke� Bo�s. �ate� Be� a�d �a�� �o�ahoe do�ated so�e 
�u��itu�e� i��ludi�� a �ed �o� the �a�i�. �he� also do�ated the �o�de��ul �eed pu�p o��a� 
�o� �esto�ed i� �oo� �� i� the �o-op. �allets �e�e ope�ed a�d e�e��o�e �lea�ed out thei� 
�ash to �i�e to the �o�t.   
 �he ���o�kie �a�il� �etu��ed a�ai� i� ���� to �laze a hike-a�le t�ail to the top o� �al�a�o� 
��oll. �his ��e the� �a�e p�epa�ed �ith thei� o�� �ood �o��i�ee. �a�id �da�s spea�head�
ed �t�o��oli �alzo�es �ooked at the �o�t a�d the� t�a�spo�ted to �al�a�o� ��oll. �uite a ��e� 
�a�e to help. � t�ail �as �a�e�ull� �a��ed� lazil� �i��li�� the ��oll. �he t�ail had �ee� app�o�ed 
�� the Bu�eau o� �a�d �a�a�e�e�t a�d thei� ��e� o�e�sa� the �o�st�u��o�. �o hea��  
e�uip�e�t �ould �e used a�d so so�e �o�ks had to �e ��oke�� �o �a�k ha��e�s allo�ed.   
Be�o�e the t�ail �as �o�st�u�ted it �as a di��ult �li��� �ush-�ha�ki�� to the top o� the ��oll� 
�ut �ith the ��ea��e �a� that the t�ail takes �ou leisu�el� to the top o� �al�a�o� ��oll� it s  
a��essi�le to �ou�� a�d old.  

76



 

 

 
  ����-�� �itchen and �eranda Construction 
 �e lea��ed that t����g to �oo� fo� s��h la�ge 
g�o��s of �eo�le ��th o�l� a s�all do��le s��� a�d a 
th�ee-����e� sto�e �as ��e�� �lea�� 
 �o� ��o�de�, a �a��e�te����o�e�t �a�age�, 
f��e�d of ��a�g s, des�g�ed a�d ���lt the �a���ets fo� 
the �l�� �o�t ��t�he� d����g the ���te� of ����-�� � 
s�a�e �as ��e�a�ed �� the �e�o�al of a la�ge �ast 
��o� f���a�e� �he �o���ete sla� had to �e le�eled 
a�d a ste� �e�e�ted fo� the e�te��o� doo�� �he shed 
�as a �ost a�d �ea� st���t��e� �h�le a �le �oo� 
a�d �a���ets �e�e �e��g ��stalled, �a�l �o�d��gge�,    
�o���ello �o�t�a�to�, le�eled a�d �o��ed a �o���ete a��o� o� the �est a�d �o�th of the 
shed� �o�a t��es �e�e �o��ed to s���o�t a shed o�e�ha�g so that �a��es a�d g�ests �o�ld �e 
shelte�ed f�o� the ���ds a�d �eathe�� 
 �o�t�a�to� �ale �a�o�, a �eo�ge �� �o��s des�e�da�t, alo�g ��th a ��e� of othe�            
�ol��tee�s, ���l�d��g a fathe� a�d t�o so�s f�o� �gde�, �o �ela�o� to the �o�t, �a�e do�� a 
�ee� �efo�e the �o��s �a��� �as �a�sed a�d ���lt the a����g fo� the �e�a�da� L�gh��g a�d 
fa�s �e�e added �� �o����e, a�d ���a added ��ll-do�� shades to the shelte� a �ea� late��   
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 �� ����l ��-��, ����, the des�e�da�ts of Le��el �a�d�so� �� a�d �l��a �edd �a�e to ���ld 
the�� fa��l� �a���� �al�h �edd �as the leade� that ��lled o� the �o�t�����o� a�d the la�o� 
fo��e� ��o�t �� fa��l� �e��e�s �o��ed �� th�s ��o�e�t�  
 ��l� o�e �a��� �as del��e�ed, th�s ��e �� �a���o� Logs, �e�h�, ��� � s�alle� log �as      
del��e�ed ho���g to g��e a �o�e ��s�� loo� to the �a���s� �he fa��l� had a �o�de�f�l ��e 
�o����g a�d ���ld��g togethe�� ��alle� a���lla�� ��o�e�ts �e�e o�ga���ed, ��t the �a��� �as 
the �a�� a��o��l�sh�e�t�  
 �eed��g the fa��l�es �as ��de� the d��e��o� of �o����e �o���g, La��e �a�to�, a�d ���a 
�a�lo�� �a�a�o �a�os �e�e �ade �� lo�al �a��e ��e���a�s a�d se��ed o� �h��sda� ��ght a�d 
the� �a��e��ed �eef ��th to� �a�e� salad a�d �h��a�� ���s� fo� desse�t� �e added �oh��� 
�a�es fo� the ��st ��e ��th the �edds� � �e���e �as de��sed that �o�ld �o�� o� toda� s g��lls 
a�d so, sa�sage �as added to the �oh��� �a�es�  
 �s the ��o�d �as �ostl� fed that �o����g, a g�o�� of �a�s a����ed �� f�o�t of the Log 
�ee��g �o�se, a�d �t �as lea��ed that �lde� �e�ald L��d a�d h�s g�o�� �e�e go��g to ha�e a 
sho�t �ee��g �� the �h���h� �he� �e�e also fed �oh��� �a�es a�d sa�sage� �o�e� �a��ell, of 
�ese�t �oo� a�d h�s ��fe, �a�e� a�d h�s ���l���st �e�e also �� the g�o��, alo�g ��th fa��l� 
�e��e�s �et�a���g �a�ts of the t�a�l�   

The Fort Speaks- ���� We thou�ht this �ould be a �-second stop. We have 
been here an hour and a half. —Florida 

Fort kitchen in ����. Erlene Taylor photo. 
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�o�e�� ��sto�� o� �l�� �o�t 

�� �a� �th-�th� �e��e�s o� the �eo�ge �o��s �a��l� �a�e to �l��� �o�t. The �oo� o�e� the 
�o���ete pa�o �as �ea�l� �o�plete. �ale �a�o�� �o�s�� a�� �o�t�a�to� �� t�a�e ha� �o�e to 
�l�� the �eek �e�o�e to ��a�e the �oo� o� the �e�a��a. A ��othe� Atk��so� ��o� �g�e� ha� 
�o�e �� ��th h�s t�o so�s o� the �a� to a �a��l� �e����g �� �t. �eo�ge a�� �o�ke� �e��es�
�a� a�e��oo� a�� ��to the e�e���g. Atk��so�� a ��A� �a� �� t�a�e a�� h�s so�s� ���pe� �p 
o� top a�� helpe� �o�plete the la���g the
ta�pape� a�� ��t a�� �a�le� the �etal
�oo��g.

�o��s �es�e��a�ts �a�e ��o� �al��o���a 
a�� �e��e� a�� the �asat�h ��o�t. The     
�a���o� �og �o�pa�� ��o� �eph�� �T�       
�o�st���te� the ��� log �o� �� �eph� ��o� 
logs o�ta��e� o� �e�a� �o��ta��.

�� a Th��s�a� �o����g the �o��s �a��l� 
gathe�e� at the �o�t to sta�t e�e�t��g the�� log 
�a���.  The� ��g �� a�� �e�o�e� the logs       
se��e��all� o� the t���k. �ogs �e�e ��st 
s��e�e� to the p�ess��e t�eate� plate a�� 
the� o�e �� o�e the log st���t��e �ega� to 
take shape.       

The g�a���h�l��e� ha� a g�eat ��e s�o��� 
��g the p�ope�t� �o� �l�e-�ell�e� l��a��s. The� 
ha� se�e� �� a �o�le at o�e ��e. The� �o�l� 
�at�h the �o�k p�les a�� the ��� �o�l� go o�t. 
�oseph Ta�lo� ��� �as the l��a�� �at�h��g k��g. 
The log s �o� �as �o�plete� �� l���h ��e. A 
��e� ��th t�� s��ps ��t plaste� ���e �� st��ps to 
�e �a�le� �et�ee� the spa�es o� the logs.  

The ���ge �ea� �as l��te� ��to pla�e �� 
�e��eth a�� �a�l Ta�lo� a�� the� �-���h logs 
�e�e pla�e� to ��eate the �oo�. A ����e� �oo��
��g �ate��al �as pla�e� o�e� the �hole �oo� 
a�� the� ���t �as pla�e� o� top o� that �ate��al. ����a� �o����g a ��e� set to �o�k �����g a 
�o�ta� �h��k��g p�o���t that the� p�esse� �et�ee� ea�h log ��a�k �oth ��s��e a�� o�t. �t �as 
a p�ett� �ess� �o� a�� took ���te a ��t o� t��e.

�h�le the �h��ke�s �e�e ha�� at �o�k the�e �e�e t�o �o��g �o�s that �ot��e� the �ate� 
hose �����l��g �eh��� the �a���. The �ate� ha� ��eate� ���te a ���e p���le o� ��� a�� the� 
�ega� pla���g �� �t. Ta�lo� �e��s ��� a�� T�le� �o�es ���� ��a�t a�� ��a�g s g�a��so�s        
�espe�t��el�� �ega� s�oop��g �p the gooe� ��� ��th the�� �ase�all �aps a�� lett��g �t oo�e 
�o�� o�� the�� hea�s a�� �o�� the�� �o��es. �o� ��o��e� o�� �ol��tee� p�o�e�t �a�age� 
�ot��e� the �o�s ha�� at �o�k a�� �elle� to t��� o�� the �ate�. ��a�g Ta�lo� �e�t to the 
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�o�s a�d �oo�i�� at �o� said� �othi�� �i�� this 
�o��d ha���� a���h��� ��t ���ff� �h� hos� �as 
�s�d to �a�� th� �o�s �o�� ���s��ta����  

�i���� o� �h��sda� �i�ht �as �a�a�o �a�os� 
�his �at�h of �hi�i �as �ad� �� �o�i��� �o�i��� �t 
�as ��a���d that th� d�� fa���d ��a�s a�ai�a��� at 
�o�� ������ �tah �ad� th� ��st �hi�i a�d that th� 
f�� ���ad had to �� �ad� f�o� ���� �i�d ��o�� a�d 
��is�o�

�o��-�h�����s had ���� ���t�d f�o� ��a�� 
�a�� �o��s fo� ��ida� a�d a ������ of th� fa�i�� 
������s ���t o�t to �a� ��a� �i�� to �����i���� th� �ast 
o�sta��� a�o�� th� t�ai�� 

�i��� f�o� th� �o� �o��a��� ��t th� doo� a�d �i�do�s 
i�to th� sid� �a��s of th� �a�i�� �a�h �a�i� had t�o sash 
�i�do�s ����has�d f�o� �o��s �ai�t a�d ��ass i� ����� 
�oh� �o� had ����io�s�� ��i�t th� doo� a�d �ad� th� i�o� 
hi���s a�d doo� �o�� i� his fo���� �oh� a�d his so�� ��a��
do� �o� i�sta���d th� doo� a�d oth��s h����d �ith th� �i��

do�s� ���a� 
��d��so� �ad� ���tai�s fo� th� �i�do�s�

�h� to���� a�d ��oo��d f�oo� �as �aid a�d fi�a� 
���a� �� a�o��d th� �a�i� �as do���  
��ida� �i�ht th� ��o�� �ath���d �ith ���at food 
����a��d �� �i�a a�d �i�i� �a��o�� �a��� �a�to� 
a�d oth��s� ���� a�ai�� �oh� �o� sha��d his 
�hi���� a�d �i�� ��t�h o��� ���i�� fo� th�     

di����� �oa�a �a�o�� th� �o��s fa�i�� �at�ia��h� 
a�d oth��s ta���d a�o�t th� �o��s fa�i�� that 
����i�� i� th� �o� ���ti��ho�s�� �hat �i�ht th��� 
�as a �a��fi���

�h� �hi�d��� had ���� s�a��hi�� th� �o�t fo� 
����-����i�d �i�a�ds ��t o� ��ida� �i�ht� �at�    
�a��o� add�d a h��� s�ad�-foot toad to his  
��oth�� �os��h s �o����tio� of �o�t �i�d �if�� �h� 
�hi�d��� had a ���at ti�� i� a �io���� s�hoo�� 
�hi��i�� a�d �at�hi�� �i�a�ds a�d ��a�i�� �ith th� 
s�a�� ha�d�a�ts�   

�at��da� �o��i�� th� fa�i�� f�ast�d o� �oh��
�� �a�� �a��a��s a�d a ���at �h��� �a�o�  
���a�fast� �h� fa�i�� �oi��d to��th�� i� a ���ti�� 
to d�di�at� th� �a�i� i� th� �o� ���ti��ho�s� 
a�o�t �� a��� �i��i�� h���s a�d ��������i�� 
th� sa��ifi�� of ��o��� a�d his t�o sist��s� ��i�a�

Samuel  & Jody Wood Cabin

F.I. and Mary Mackelprang 
Jones Cabin. Ron Bateman photos.
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��de�� ���t��� �� �l�� ���t  

 

�et� �a����a� a�d �lle� ��eld��� a�d t�e�� �a��l�e� �ade a �e�� ���e �e����e�  ��a�� �a�l�� ���
�e�ed t�e ��a�e� �� ded��at���� ��e �a��l� all a��eed t�at �t �ad �ee� a ��eat � � da� �a��l� 
e��e��e��e�  
 � �e� ���t�� late� �� a �take ����e�e��e �� �e�te���lle� �lde� �� ����el �alla�d talked 
a���t ��a�d�a�e�t�� �e �a�d t�at ��e �� t�e �e��������l�t�e� �� ��a�d�a�e�t� �a� t� �ake 
�e����e� ��t� t�e�� ��a�d���ld�e�� ���� a�te� t�at talk� ��e �� t�e l�ttle ��dd� ����� �a�l�� 
�e��� �a�e t� ��� ��a�d�at�e� ��a�t a�d a�ked ��� �� �e ���ld �e�e��e� ��e� �e �a� a 
�l��� ���t ���ke� ���� ��t� all t�e ��� t�at �e �ad �ad� �e �t�ll �elt ���e����� �� t�e �a��l� 

����e�t�   
 ��e ����dat��� �ad t�����t t�at �t ����t �e�t �a���� ��� l�d���� ��t ��e� �a��l� a�t��a�t� 
�a�e t� t�e �a����� �t �a� de��ded ��t t� d� t�at� ��a�t ����d a �a��e�te� ���� ��e���t� 
�ta� ��� ���ld �ake a�t���e �e�l��a�� �e t�����t t�at �� ��e �� t�e �a���� �a� �ta�ed ��� 
�t�e� �a��l�e� t� �ee t�at t�e �a���� ���ld ��ll ��t� �����t��e a�d �e���a��l�a� �a��d           
�a������ ���lt t�e �����t��e ��� t�e ����� �a���� ��e �ed �a� a �e�l��a �� ��e �e �ad �ee� �� 
��de���lle� �ta� a�d t�e �ettle a�d d�e��e� �e�e �ade ��t� d��e-ta�led ����t�� �e �a� a� 
a�a���� �a��e�te�� �e al�� �e�a��ed t�e �����t��e t�at �a� d��ated �� �e� a�d �a��          
���a��� t�at �a� �la�ed �� t�e �a�e� �edd �a��l� �a����  
 
The Platte, Adelia, & Annie; Joseph and Nellie; Walter, Sylvia, Elizabeth, Lucy, & Leah;      
Edward Leo & Mary Lyman and Hyrum & Rachel, Ben, Mary Ann & Sarah Perkins Cabins 
 �� ���e ��� �� a�d ��l� �� �����  t�e ���a� a�d �e�k��� �a��l�e� ����ed t� ���ld t��    
�a����� ��e�e �e�e ��� ���a�� t�at �a�e t������ t�e ��le �� t�e ���k a�d t�� �e�k��� 
���t�e�� t�at �a�e� ��e� �ad �a��ed ���e t�a� t�e �e�����te ������� �e� �a��� a�d �a�e t�e 
�ala��e a� �ell� ��e� ���ked �eall� �a�d �e�a��e �� t�e �eat� a�d �� t�e ���t da� t�e� �e�e 
�a� a�ead �� ���ed�le� ��e �e���d da� t�e� �ad �e�e� ���ke��� ��t t�e ���k ��t d��e a�d 
t�e� k���ked �� at � ��� ��e� �a�e �a�k �� �ed�e�da� t� ����� t����� �� a�d ded��ate 
t�e ���e�� �la���� ���a� a�d ��� ���e �at �ad ��ea��eaded t�e e�e�t� ��t t�e�e �e�e 
�a�� �t�e� �a��l� �e��e�� t�at �e�e ke� t� t�e ���d-�a����� ��� t�e �a����   

Blu�� �ort �rounds in the sprin� o� ���� �ust prior to the Lyman and Perkins cabins 
bein� built. �un �act� on the �ort there were �� wa�ons, � covered in ����.             Erlene Taylor photo. 
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Lyman Family Cabin.

Hyrum Perkins & Benjamin Perkins 

��e�����ee�s�����ed���e������s��� � � 
���������������s����s��d��������
�e���e�ed��������������������������
s�����e�s���d�s�����eed�������e�
seed–  ��d���e����s�������e���e�
��e����d������ed���e�s��d�����������
��e��e��������sed��eeds������e��
����������e�e������ed���e�������
������d����ed�d�s�������������������
��e����e�s�����s���e����  

Cabin representing Platte, Adelia, & Annie; Joseph and 
Nellie; Walter, Sylvia, Elizabeth, Lucy, & Leah; Edward 
Leo & Mary Lyman. Ron Bateman photos.

Ben, Mary Ann, & Sarah; Hyrum & Rachel Perkins Cabin.
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������ ��s���� �� ���� ����  

 

 ���� ���ober� �ar�ey & �n�y ����� �a��e� & Jody �ood�  
and F. I. & Mary Jones Cabins 

 �� ����� ����� ��� ����� ������ ������ � s����� ����� �� ���s �� ��� ���� �������s �� � 
�������� ����� ������� ����� ��� ��s���� ��s��� ��� ���� ���� ��s���� ��� ����� ��s��� �� 
����� ����� ��� ���� ������s ������� ����� ���� ������� �� ����� ���� 
��� ���� ������ ���� �� ����� ���� ���� � ������� ����� �� ��� 
���� �� ��� ���� ��� ���� ��s� ��� ��s� ��� � ������ ���� ���� ��� 
�������� �� ��� s ������ ���� s����� �� ��� ��s��� ��s� ����� ��� 
�����s ��� ���� ��� ������ �� �������� ������ ������� ����� ���� 
��� ���� ��� �� ��� ����� ����� ��� ����� s����� �� ���� ��� ��� 
���� ���� ���� �� ���� ���� �����  
 �� �������� ������� ���� ���� ����� ��� ���� ����s �� ��� ���� 
��������� ���� ��� ����� ���� �� ��� ����� �������� ��� ��� ���� 
�� ����� �s ��� ��� �������s ������ ���� ����� �� s��� ���� �� ��s 
������ ������� �� ���� �� ��� ���� �������s� ������ ��� ���� ���� ���� 
��� ��� ���� ��� �� ���� ��� ���� ����s� �� s��� ���� �� ����� ���� 
�� ���� ��s ������ ����� � �����s� ���� ���� ���� ���� �� ����� ��s� ������� ��� ����� ��� �� �� 
������ � �������� �� ����� ��s� ������ ���� ��� ������ ���� s��� ���� �� ������ �� ��� ��� 
��� �����s ��� ��s� ���� ��s ������ ���� �� ���� ������ ���� �s��� �� ���� ������ ��� ����� 
���� ��� �� ���� ���� ������� �� ����� ���� ����� ��� � ����� ��� ������� ���� ���� �� ��s� 
������ ���� ��� ���� ��� �������� ���� �� ���� ��ss��� �����s��� �� ��� �� ��� ������s ��� 
s� ������ ������� ������� �� ���� �s ��� ��� ����s�� ��������� �� �����s�� �� ������� ��s 
������s���� ��� ���� ���� ����� ��s ������ �� ��� ��� ����� �� ��� ������ ������� ��������� 
���� ��s �s��� ��� ���� ������ �� ���s� ��� �������� �� ���� ��������� 
 ���� ������ �� ��s ���� ������� ����s �� s�� �� s�� ����� �� ������� �� ������ ��� ���� 
������ ������� ��� ��s� ��s� ��� ��s���� ��� ��s ������� �� ���� �� ��� ������� ���          
��������� ���� ��� ��� ����� �������� ���s ������� ��� ���� ������ ��� ���s���� ����� ��� 
������ ���� �������-����� ��� �� ����� ����s �� s����� ��� �������� �s ��� ���s� �������� ��s 
������ �� ��� ����s� ���� ����� ���� ��� ���� ������ ��� ������ ��� ���� �� s����� ���     
��������� ����� ������s� ��� ��� ������� ������ �� ��� ������ ���� s���� ��� ����s ��� 
���� ���s���� �� ��� ���s�   
 ��� ���s ������� ���� ����� ���� ��� ����� ������ ���� ������ ���������� �������� ����� 
��� ���� ��� ��� �� ���� ��� ��s ������� ��� s� ���� ���� �������� �� ���� ��� ��� ����s�
��� ������� ��� ��s������� ���� s����� �� ����� ��� � ������ �� ���� ��� s ����� ���� 
��� �������� ���� ��� ����� �� ��������� ����s ��� ��� ����s ��� �� ��� ���� ����� ������s 
���� ������ �� ��� ���� �� ���� s� ���� ���� ���� ��� ���� �� ���� ��� �����   
 ������� ���� �� �� ��� ������ ��� �� ��� ���� ����� ��� ������� ���s s����� ���� ��� ��ss�
��� �� ��� ��s����� s�� ��ss�� ��� ��������� ���� s�� ��s ������� ���ss������� s�� ����� 
s��� ���s��� ��� ���� ��� s�� � �������� �� ���� �� �������� ��� ������� �� ��� ��s���� s 
���� �� ����� �� � ��� ������ �� ����� ��������s s����� �� ����� ����� ��� s����� �� ����  
��� ���� ��� �� ��� ���� ���� ��� �s s�� ��� ��� ���� ������ ����� ��� s������ �� ���� ��� 
��� ��s� �� ��� ����� ������� ���� ��� �� ��� ��������s s����� �� ����� ��� ������ ��� ��� 
����� ��� s��� s��� �� � s��� ���� ��� ��s���� ���� �� ���� �� ��� ��� ���� �� ����� ��� 
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Charles & Jane Walton Family Cabin 
and School Replica—Exterior and 
Interior. It �as built in May ����. 

Charles Walton taught school in the 
Log Meetinghouse. Ron Bateman photos.

Jens, Elsie & Kirsten Nielson Family 
Cabin �as built in May ����. Jens �as 

the bishop o� the �lu�� Ward �or �� 
years.

Jens Nielson Cabin Interior.
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�ode�� ��sto�� o� �l�� �o�t 

�a��l� to�ethe�� ��t �oth��� had �o�e� �e� looked �� ��to the �ea����l �l�e sk� a�d ��d�ed 
�athe��� �he�e �� the �lo�ds� ��tho�t �eed �o� too ���h ��a���a�o�� �as a �lo�d that looked 
���h l�ke a ��� �o��e�� �ea�s �a�e to he� e�es a�d �he� she a�d �e� looked a�a�� the 
�lo�d a���la�e �as �ha����� sha�e� �athe�� �as to��hed �� th�s e��e��e��e a�d k�e� that 
she had �ee� �lessed ��th a s�e��al e��e��e��e �� �a� ��a� �o��t��  

�ood �as ��e�a�ed �� �a��e� ���a a�d oth�
e� �ol��tee�s kee���� the �o�k ��e�s �lose 
��� �he� �o�ked �h��sda� �e��� the lo�s all 
la�d a�d s��ked to�ethe�� �oo�s a�d ���do� 
o�e����s �e�e ��t a�d �lled� �oo�s la�d a�d
�oo�s �o��leted� �at��da� �o����� the� �e�e
�ead� to ded��ate the th�ee �a���s� �he
s�hed�le �as �o��leted ��th ease� � ��o�ee�
s�hool �as held a�d lots o� th���s to do ke�t
all ��s�l� e��a�ed�

�at��da� �o����� a�e� a �oh��� �ake 
��eak�ast� the �a��l� �o�ed to the �o� 
�ee���ho�se� ����s �a�� o�t o� the l��le 
�eed ���� o��a� that had �ee� do�ated �� 
the �lades� a��o��a��ed the �o���e�a�o�� 
�alks �e�e ���e� a�d a ��a�e� o� ded��a�o� 
o�e�ed� ��ed �o�es �o���ss�o�ed �a�e
�a�o�se�� o� ��e�o�t� to ���ld the �����t��e 
�o� the ��� �a���� �the� �a��l� �e��e�s
��o��ht �a��l� �����t��e a�d a���a�ts to  ���� 
��sh the th�ee �a���s� �e��s �e�e h��� ��
�od� s �a��� to �e���d o� he� ��d-���e��
sk�lls� �he� �a��� �essa�es �e�e �e��� �o�� 
�osed� ��ed �o��d a d�a�� e�t�� ��o� �a�le� s 
da��hte� that des����ed the e�e�ts lead��� �� 
to the death o� ����� �ess��a� ��ed s da��hte� 
�as the ���l�sh �o��e� ��ed ��o���ed the
o�el�sk ��o� ���� s o�����al ��a�e �a�ke��

���o�t��atel�� �t sl���ed a�d ��a�ked� ��ed de��ded to ��eate a �o�� �o� the �o�t a�d �et��� 
the o�����al to he� ��a�e s�te �� �e�d��e� �tah� �t �as a ��eat �a��l� �e���o� a�d e��e��e��e o� 
��ea��� a �a� to �e�e��e� the�� a��esto�s�

Decker Family Cabin—�uilt �ctober ��-��� ����  
���a�les �e�a� to �e ��e�� �o��o��la�e �h�le �e-��ea��� �l�� �o�t� �o����e told ��a�t 

�a�lo� that he �o�ld ��d a ����h o� �e�ke�s a�o��d �o�te�� ��� ��a�t �as �o�k��� o� �e��� 
�a��l�es to �o�e a�d ���ld the �e�l��a �a���s� �h�le sk������ do�� the �ho�e l�s���s �o� 
�e�ke�s� ��a�t s ���e� sto��ed o� �a���� � �ho�e �all �as �ade a�d ��a�t e��la��ed to   
���e�e �hat the �o��da�o� �as t����� to do ��th the lo� �a���s� �he t���ed the �ho�e to 
he� h�s�a�d �a���� a�d ��a�t asked �a��� �ho ���ht �e the �at��a��h o� the �a��l� that 

Decker Cabin representing Zechariah & Em-
ma;  Zechariah Jr. & Laura; James & Anna; Cor-

nelius & Elizabeth; Nathaniel & Emma was 
built in   �ctober ����. Ron Bateman photos.
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���� �ctober ��, logs arri�ing for the Decker 
Cabin building project. 

Left- Sign painter Grant L. Taylor helped with flooring.   
Deckers applying rubber matting and dirt to the roof. 

Deckers singing I Am a Child of God. Grant Taylor 
speaking at the Decker Cabin Dedication.  Erlene Taylor photos. 

Halloween at the Fort, the Deckers. 
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������ ������� �� ���� ���� 

����� ���� ��� � ����� ����� ��� ��� ������ �� ����� ����� � ����� ���� ����� �� ���
��� ������� ������� ����� ���� �� ����� ���� ������� �� ���� ������ ���� ����� �������� 

���� ���� ������� ��� ���� �� ���� ����� ��������� ��������� ����� ���� ���� �� ����� ���� 
����� ��� ���������� ��� �� ��� ������ ���� ������ ��� �������� ��� ���� ����� ���� �� ��� 

��������� �������� 
��� ���� ������� ���� ����� �� 

��������� ������ ��� �������� ������� 
��� ������ ������ ������ �� ���� ������ 
�� ����� ����� ��� � ������ ���� �� ���� 
����� ��� ������ ����� ������� ��� ������
���� ������ �� ��� ��������-������� �� 
�������� ���� ���� ��-������ ��� ���� �� 
��� ������ ������� ��� ��� ���� ���� ��� 

������ �������� ���� ��� ��� ���������� ������ 
��������� ������ ��� ���� ���� ����������� ���� 
������ ���� ��� �� ���� ���� ��� ���� ��� �� 
��� ���� ���� ������� ��������� �� �������� 
������� ��� ����� ���� ��� �������� ���� ��� 
���� ���������� ��� �� ��� ������ ������� ��� 
���� � ������ ������ ����� ��� ��������� ��� ���� �� ��� ������ ����� ���� ����� ����� 
������ ������� ��� ������ ��� ����� ���� ���� ��� ������������� ����� ��������� ��� ����� 
��� ��� ���� ��� ����� �� ��� � ���������� ���������� ��� ���� �� ��� �������� ��� �����  

Hanson, Mary Ann, and Evelyn Bayles Family 
cabin and interior at Bluff Fort. Ron Bateman photos.

�� ������� �� ������� �� ����� ����� ����� �������� ��� ���� ������� ������ �������� ������ 
���������� ����� ��� ����� ������ ���� ������� ��� ���� ���� ����� �� ����� ��� ������ � 
���� ��� ����� ��� ������ ������ ����� ����� �� ���� ��� ��� ����� ������� ������� ������ 
��� ������� ��� ������� ������ ��� ���� ������ ���� ����� �� ����� I� ������� �� �����        
������������� ����� ������ ���� ��� ��� ��������� ����� ������ ������ ���� ������ ��� ������ 
��� ������ ���������� ��� ������� �� ��� ��� ��� ��������� �� ��� ���� ������ �������� �� 
������� ����� ����� �� ��� �� ���� ��� ���� ������ ���� ����� �� ����������� �� ���� ������� 
��� ������� ������ ������� ��� ���� ���� ��� ������� ������ ������ �� ����� ����� ��������� 
������� ���������� ��������� ��� ��������� ��� ��� ���� ���� ����� ������ �� ������ �� ���� ��� 
������ ������ ��� ����� �� ��� ��� ���� �����
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�� �cto�er 

Kitchen help to 
feed the crew– 

Nina Taylor, 
LaRue Barton, 

Corinne Roring.  

Photos Janet   Wilcox &  Erlene Taylor. 

Chinking the Decker Cabin. Bayles Cabin building in 
����. 

Laying the cabin floor. 

Foundation & mudding the roof of the 
�anson Bayles Cabin, �pril ��, ����. 
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������ ������� �� ���� ���� 

being together ���� ������ ������ ��� ������� ��� ������ � ����� ����� ������� ����� �� ���� 
��� �������� ����� 

 
 �� ��� ������� �� ����� ����� ����� ���� �� ����� ��������� �������� �� ��� ��������� 
����� �� ��� ���� �� ��� ���� ���������� ����������� ����� �� ��� ������ ������ ����� �� 
���� ����� ���� ������ ��� �� �� ��� ���� ������� �� ������ � �������������� �����        
������������� ��� �����-����� ������������� ������ ��� �� �� � ������ ������ ����� �� ���� 
�������� � ����� ������ �� ������ ������� ���� ����� ����������� ����� ��� ������ ������ �� 
��� ���� ���� ��� ����������� ����� �� ���� �� ��� ����������� �� ���� �� ����� ����� ����� 
�� ���� ��� ������ 
 ������������� �� ������ �������� ���� ������ ������� ���� ������� ������ ������� ����� 
������� ���� ���� ������� ������ ���� ����� ����� ��� ����� ������� ������ �������� ������ 
������� ����� ������ ������� ���� ������ ��� ������� ������ ������ 
 ��� ������ �������� ��� �� ������� �����-��� ����������� �������� ��� ���� ���� 
������� �� ��� ������ ������� �� ��� �������� ������� �� ��� ������ ��� �� ��� ���         
����������  

������ �� ������ ������ ���������� ������������ ��� ����� ����� ������� ���� ���� ���� 
��������������� ��� ������ ��� ������ ������ ����� ��������� �� �������� ������� ��������  
������ ������� ������� ������ ���� ��������� ��� ������� ����� ����� ������ ��� ��������� 
������� ��� �������� ��� ����� ��� ����� ���� ������� �� ��� ���� ��� ���� �� �� ����� ����� 
������ ���� ����� �������� ��������� 
 ������ ������ ��������� ��� ��������� �������� ���� �� ��� ������ ����� �� �������� 
�������� ����� ������ ���� ��� ������� ������� ����� ������ ���� � ������� �� �������       
�������� ������ ��� ������ ����� ��� ����� ��������� ���� ������� ��� ���� ��������� �� ��� 
������ ���� ��� ���������� ������� 
 ��� �������� ������� �� ��� ����� ���� �� ��� ���� ����� ���� ��������� �� ������� ���� 
��� ��� ������ ������� �� ���� ������� ��� ����� �� ��� ��� ��� ���� �� ������ ������ ��� 
��� �������� ����� �� ���� ���� � ������ ������ ���� ���� ���� ���� ������ �� ��� ����� 
�� ��� ������ ���������� ���� ��� ������� ��� ����� �� ������� �� �� ����� ����� �� ��� 
���� ��� �� ����� �� ��� ����� ����� �������� �������� ��� ������ ���� �� ��� ���� ���� ��� 
���� �� �� ��� ��������� 
 ��� ������ ������ ������ ��������� � ������� ������ �� ������� ������ ��� ��� ���� �� ��� 
���� ��������� ��� ��������� �� ��� ����������� �� �� � ���� �� ���� ��������� ����� �������� 
��� �������� ��� ��� �������� �� ��� ������� �� ��� ��� ���� �������� ����� ���� �������� ��� 
�������� ��� ������ �� �� � ���� �� ���� ������ �� ��� ���� ����� �� ��� �� ���������� ���      
������� ���������� ��� ���� �� � ������ �� ��� ������������ ���� ��� ������� ���        
����������� ��� ������ ��� ��� ���� �������� �� ��� ���� �� ��� ���� ��������� ��� ��� 
����� �� ����� ������ ������ ��� ����� ������ ������ �������������� �� ������ ��� ������ ����� ��������  
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�ocation o� the cabins and all other �lu�� �ort displays in ����. ��rom a brochure.� 

 
"The unity among the people, coming out with no conveniences, and yet 

they were just as happy as they could be." 
--  
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�ode�� �isto�� o� �lu� �o�t  

 

Audio Cabin Messages 
 ��a�t �as �o�ta�ted �� a �o�pa�� �hi�h o�e�ed a se��i�e allo�i�� �isito�s to use thei� �ell 
pho�es to hea� �essa�es a�ou�d the �o�t� � �ei�h�o� o� ��a�t s told hi� a�out a su��e�  
i�te��ship th�ou�h �ta��o�d ��i�e�sit� that allo�ed stude�ts to �o�� o� histo�i�al p�o�e�ts�  
�o�atha� �ulsiphe� �a�e to �lu� a�d �e t�ied to i��e�se hi� i� the sto�ies� �is �a�il� �e�e 
�ales ��o� the �ale theate� people� �o�atha� �o��ed up so�e sto�� s��ipts� �ut the� did� t 
�uite �t the �eeli���   
 ��a�t� �a�ue a�d �a�l �a�to� had �ee� tal�i�� a�out a �essa�e �o� the �a�to� �a�i�� �i�a 
a�d ��a�t �e�t to �isit �a�ue at the �u�ts�a� �a��e� ��s�tute� a�d ��a�t used his laptop as 
the� ��ai�sto��ed to�ethe�� ��e� the �esto�a�o� o� the �a�to� �a�i�� �a�o�t ��a�t�ee �ade 
up so�e sto�� �oa�ds �hi�h i��luded the ��eat �a�il� ��oup pi�tu�e o� the �a�to� �a�il��    
�e�o�e the passi�� o� ��a�t a�d �i�a s so� �i�hael i� �u�ust o� ����� the� had ta�e� a       
pi�tu�e o� thei� �hole �a�il� at thei� so� �a�� s �eddi�� �e�ep�o�� ��a�t �eali�ed that these 
t�o photos had so�ethi�� i� �o��o�� �he� �e�e the last photo��aph o� that �a�il� �he� all 
�ould �e i� it� �i�e passed si� �ee�s a�e� the photo �as ta�e�� �i�ila�l�� �a��iet �a�to� 
passed a�a� �ithi� a �ea� o� the �a�to� �a�il� photo� �a�ue had pla�ed a �o��i�� �hai� �e�t 
to the �ed i� the �a�i� a�d this �a�e ��a�t the idea o� �a��ie� the oldest dau�hte� telli�� the 
sto���  
 �i�e �a�� o� the sto�ies that ��a�t ��ote� it �as al�ost a �e�elato�� e�pe�ie��e� �he �o�ds 
�ust �o�ed �e�e���� the oldest dau�hte� tal�i�� to he� �othe� i� the photo� sha�i�� he� loss 
a�d the di��ul�es o� ta�i�� o�e� the �othe�i�� o� all those li�le si�li��s� �t �as a�a�i�� that  
��a�t a�d �i�a s loss �a�e ��a�t the e�path� to ��eate this tou�hi�� pio�ee� sto��� � �o�th 
late� �i�� �a�o�s a�d �assie �a�to� �el�h �e�o�ded the sto��� �a�ue �ou�d a le�e� that     
�a��ie had ��i�e� to he� ��a�dpa�e�ts� the �i�ha�ds� i� �a�a�o�ah� �� the le�e� she �e�e�ted 
o� the death o� he� �othe� a�d the�e �e�e t�e�e�dous si�ila�i�es i� the te�ts o� �oth the 
le�e� a�d the s��ipt� �he la��ua�es �a�e late��  
 �i�� �a�o�s� a �e��ed ele�t�i�al e��i�ee�� �o��e�l� e�plo�ed �� the audio-�isual               
depa�t�e�t �o� the ��� �hu��h �o� o�e� �� �ea�s� helped �ith all the �e�o�di��s�  �e used the       
des�e�da�ts �oi�es o� �i��ie �a��e� ��li�a �edd�� �lai�e a�d ��a�� �o�le� ��e��i�s�� ��ed 
�o�es ��a�ddau�hte� �essi�a ����� �u��� �aul� �oseph a�d �atha� �a�lo� ��o��s�� �o��ie   
�a�o�s ��� �uildi���� �a�� �a�lo� ��a�les � othe��� �a�� �o�e�s ��o�u�e�t a�d �ate��heel�� 
�u��is ��i��e� ��ee���house� �i�a �a�lo� ��e��e��� ��e� �adse� ��e�s �ielso�� a�d othe�s� 
�hese des�e�da�ts �e�e so �ood to help us �ith �e�o�di�� the sto�ies�  
 ��ud� a�d �oh� ��a��o �e���eles t�a�slated �talia�� �ete� �uelle�� ��te ��htdo�� ��a�s� 
a�d �a�as�a� �u�� �e�e ou� �e��a� t�a�slato�s� �d�ia� �e�a��� a�d his �i�e �eat�i�e �e�e 
�ost o� ou� �pa�ish �oi�es� �u�as �osa also helped �ith �pa�ish� �t �e�ui�ed a lot o� �e�o�di�� 
��e a�d the� lots �o�e ��e �o� �i�� to edit the s��ipts �o� si� la��ua�es that he did� t ��o�� 
�is �i�e �o��ie �ould �e�o�e the �epeats �� �e��� the spa�i�� �ust �i�ht �he� the audio 
�eeded spli�i��� 
 �� ��a�t sat do�� o�e e�e�i�� to ��ite a�out �eo��e �o��s� �� ��eat ��a�d�athe�� � 
p�a�e��ull� �o�side�ed the sto�ies that � ��e� a�out hi� a�d his e�pe�ie��es �ith the        
�o�pa��� �s � �e�a� to t�pe the �o�ds �o�ed a�d so did the tea�s�  � �eali�ed that ea�h o�e 
o� the �essa�es �ould o�l� �e a�out � pa�e si��le spa�ed� �ell� the �o�ds a�d sto�ies �ust 
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���� ������� �� ��� �� �� ������� ������ ��� �� �� ����� ��� ���� ���� �� ��� �� ������ 
��� ��� ��� ���� ����� ���������� ��� ���� ��� ��� ����� ����� � ��� ��� ��� ��� ������� ���� 
��� ��� ������ �������� ��� ������� ��� ��� ���� ���� ������� ���� ���������� ����� �� 
���� ������ �� ����� ������ �� ��� �� ���� ����� ��������   
 ���� ������ ���� ��������� ����� � ������ ��� ���� ����� � ����� ���� ���� � �������� 
��� ������ �� ��� ������� ����� ��� ��� ��� ������ ������ ����� ������� ��� � ����� ����� 
��� ���� ����� ��� �� �� � ����� ��������� �� ��� �������� ����� ����� ����� �� ��� ������� � ������ 
���� ����� ��� ������ ������� �� ������� �� ��� ���� ����� ����� �� ������ ��� ������� 
��� �������� �� ����������� ����� ���� ����� ��� � �������� �� ��� ���� ���������� ������� 
���� ����� ���� ��� �������� 

Audio buttons provide 
pioneer stories in six 
languages. Buttons 
shown are at the Relief 
Society building door. 

Dick Jacobs designed a 
very  effective push button 
system so visitors to the 
cabins could listen to sto-
ries in their own language. 
Example below. 
 ��� ������� ������� 
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������ ���t��� �� ���� ���t  

 

 
Jack Powers �see �ore e�tensi�e descri�tion in C�a�ter Four �olunteers.� 
 ���� ������� ���t ������t��� �� t�� ������t ����� �t t�� �������t ��� ���� ������ ��� 
t�� ��t�� ������ ���� � ����� ��� � ����� ��� ��t��� ����� t��t ����� t� t��� t�� �t����   
 �� t���� � ���� ����� ���t�� �� ���t����� t� t�� �t����� ��� � ���� ��t ���� ������ ���� �� 
��t� �� ����� �� �������� ����� �� t� t�� �����t�� ����t������ ���� �� ��� ������  �� ����� 
� ����� �������� ��� ���� ������� ���� ����t ����� ����� �� ����� t�� ��������t� ����� �t� 
���� ����� ���� ����� ��t� �� ������ ������� �� ���� �� � ���t�� t� t��� �� �� �� �� ��t����� 
�������� ���� ��� t�� ������� �� t�� ����� ���� �� t�� ������� ���� ��� ���� ����t�� � ����� 
��� ��t� ����� ������� ��������� ���� ����� t� ���� ����� ���� t�� ������� ������     
������ t�� ����� �������� t�� ������ ���� ����� �t�������� ��t���� �������� ��� �� �t 
������� ����t��� � ��� t� ���� �t����� ���� ��t� t�� ��-�� ������� 
 ���� ����t�� �� ���� ��������� �t��� ��� t�� ���t� �� ����t ����� ��� ������� ���t������ 
���t��������t� ��� ������ ��� t�� ��� ������� �� t���� ��� ������� ��� ����t ���� ����t 
������ ��� ������ ���� ������  t�� � ��� ����� ���� ��t� t�� ������� ��� ������t�� 
t��t � ���t��t ���� ������� ��� ���� ��� � ���t t� �������t��� �t�� t� ���t ��t� ��� ��� �� 
������t�� t��t ��� ��� ����t ���t t� ������ ���������  �� ��� �� ��� ����� � ��� �� � ���� t 
t���� ��� ��� ����� �� �� ���� ���� ��t � ��� ��������� t� ���� ����  
 �� ������ t� ����� �� � ��� ��� �������� ���t ����������t� ������ �� t����� ��t ����� 

�� ��t ��� t�� ���t� ��������� � ����t ������t� t�� �������� 
��� ��t� � ��t���t���� �� ������� ��� t������ ������ t����� ��� 
�������� ������� ��t� ����� ��� ���t���� ��� ��� �� t��       
������������� ������t�� �� t�� ��-�� ��� ����� �� ���� 
������� ����� ��� ����� ����� t� ��t �� �� ���� ��� ������� 
���� t������ ����� �t � ��� ���� �������t��� �t�� t� ���� 
���t� �� ��� � ����t ������ �� t�� ���t ��� ��� ���� ������ 
������� ��� t� ����� �� ���� �� ��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ���� �� 
t�� ������ �t ����t� ���t ����t� �t ������ ��� � �������� 
������ t�� ����������t ������� ��� t� �t��� ���� ���     
������� ������t �� ��� ������� ���� ���� �� ���� �t ��� ��� 
  
Sorenson Legacy Foundation  �� t�� ������ �� ����� � t��� ��� ������� t� �� ��t� ������
���� ������� ����� �������� � ������ �� ����t � ��� t�� ������ 
�� t�� ����� ��t� ����� ������� �����t ����t���� ��� ����t 
������ ���� t�� ���� ������ ������ �������� ���� ���� t�� 
�t�� ���� �� ������ ��������� � ������ �� ����� ��t���t���� 
���� ��� ������t ��� ������ ������ ���������   
 �� ��t �� �t ���� ������ ����� ����� ��������� t����� 
��� �������� ������ �� �� ��� ��t� ����� ������� ����� ��� 

������ ���������� ���������� ��� �� ���� ��t� ����� �� t�� ���t �������� ����� ����� ��� 
����t ��� ������� ������ t��� t����� �� ������ ��t� �������t ���������  ����� ��� ����t ���� 
��t� ������� ���� ���� ��t� ������� t� ����� ����� ��� t�� ���t ������t� ��� ������� t�� �t��� 

Jack Powers and grandson. 
Courtesy of Erlene Taylor 
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Dick Jacobs built the new electronics systems to show all three Hole in the 
Rock movies, one with various languages in both the visitors center and in the 
Log Meeting House. �hoto ��om ���� m�ss�ona�� memo�� �oo�.
Jack Powers made the 
cabinet that raises and 
lowers the TV in the Log 
Meeting House. Ron Bateman photos.
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Jack Powers built and installed 
counters for the partially hidden 

cash registers in the Co-op. 
 

 

94



 

 

of the �a� �ua� ��ss�o�� ��a�t asked �oe �f ��a�� a�d he �ould �eet ��th h�� �he� the� �ot 
�a�k to ����l��a�o�� �oe a��eed� It took ��a�t a�out th�ee �o�ths to �a��e� �ou�a�e to �ake 
the �all� �oe �as �lad to hea� f�o� h�s �ee���� �udd�es� The� �et �� �oe s o��e �� �u��a� a�d 
talked a�out �la�s at �lu� �o�t� Whe� ��a�� told �oe that �oh� Ta�lo� �as the ��o�het that  
e�te�ded the �all� he sa�d that he �as �elated to h��� I� fa�t� �oe s ��ddle �a�e �as Ta�lo��  
 �oe sa�d that he thou�ht h�s �othe� �ould also �e ��te�ested a�d so a��a��e�e�ts �e�e 
�ade to ����� lu��h to he� ho�e f�o� �a�ad�se Cafe� �e�e�le� l�ked to�ato �as�l sou� a�d  
tu�ke� ��a��e��� sa�d���hes fo� lu��h� �a�a� �el�u�st� ��a�t a�d ��a�� Ta�lo� �a�e to the 
�ee���� The� �et a�ou�d �e�e�le� s �ou�d ta�le a�d talked a�out �lu� �o�t a�d �hat the 
�ole �� the �o�k �ou�da�o� �as t����� to do to sha�e the sto�� of the �a� �ua� ��o�ee�s�    
�e�e�le� tu��ed to he� ass�sta�t� ��sa� a�d asked �f �t �as too late to su���t a ��a�t a��l��a�o� 
fo� the �st �ua�te�� It �as a�out �e�e��e� ��d a�d the deadl��e �as �e�e��e� �st� ��sa told 
�e�e�le� that she �ould do a��th��� she �a�ted a�d so �e �o�ked ha�d o�e� the �e�t �ou�le 
of da�s� �e��� all the �a�e��o�k to�ethe� a�d su����ed a ��a�t� We �e�e astou�ded �he� 
�e fou�d out that �o�e�so� �e�a�� �ou�da�o� �as ��ll��� to ���e �I�� �������� fo� �o�t    
de�elo��e�t� That �as e�a�tl� �hat �as �eeded to hel� the �a��� �u�ld��� �hase at the �o�t�  
 The ��a�t a�ted as a �e��etual �a��� �u�ld��� fu�d� �o�e fa��l�es d�d� t �u�te �eet the�� 
assess�e�t to �u�ld the�� �a���s �� the date set fo� the �u�ld��� ��o�e�t� It allo�ed the �I�� to 
�o���ue �u�ld��� � to � �a���s �e� �ea� e�e� �� a �e�ess�o�� 
 �a�h �ea� a�e�� ��o�e�ts �e�e de��ed a�d �oted o� �� the �oa�d a�d a��l��a�o�s fo� ��a�t 
�o��es �e�e su����ed to the �o�e�so� �e�a�� �ou�da�o�� Th�ou�h the�� �e�e�os�t�� �u�ld��� 
��o�e�ts �e�e �o��leted� Chu��h se����e ��ss�o�a��es hel�ed st�et�hed the dolla�s �� �o��
st�u���� �a�� ��o�e�ts ��thout �a�d la�o�� ��o�e�ts ���luded� the �o-o� sto�e���s�to� �e�te�� a 
�e�a�da �ad a�d a����� at the shed� If These Walls Could Talk ��deo� �ate� �heel � �old 
�a������ �oh� Ta�lo� �tatue � �o�u�e�t �la�a� k�t�he� �e�odel a�d lau�d�� �oo�� �a��l�o�s 
at Ca�� ���k�e-ta-Tud�� �est�oo�s at ���k�e� a� �����a�o� s�ste� a�d la�ds�a����� 

 
 John Taylor Statue  Dedication   I� �e��ua�� of ����� ��a�t �as at �useu� �a� at the �tah �tate Ca��tol �otu�da� The 
�ole �� the �o�k �ou�da�o� had a ta�le to� d�s�la� sho���� the �o���� of the �o-o�� �e�ato� 
�e���s �to�ell f�o� Ceda� C�t� �a�e �� ��th h�s f��e�d �ta�le� �oh�so�� The se�ato� asked �f 
�e �a�ted to see th�s s�all statue of ��es�de�t �oh� Ta�lo�� �ta� �as a� a��st f�o� �a�o�a� 
a�d had a �a��ue�e of �oh� Ta�lo�� �e�ato� �to�ell sa�d that �lu� �o�t ���ht �eed a statue of 
the ��o�het �ho �alled the �a� �ua� ��ss�o�a��es� I �o��o�ed the statue a�d took �t to �oe 
�o�e�so�� �e �as �e�� ��oud of h�s ��eat ��a�dfathe� a�d thou�ht �t ���ht �e a���o���ate to 
��ese�t to h�s �othe� fo� he� ���thda�� �ta� sa�d that �t �ould �ost ������� to ��eate the    
statue� �e �e�t to �o�k�   
 ��e da� he �a�e to �alt �ake a�d �e �e�e �o��� to ��s�t �e�e�le� to �ake su�e that the 
�ust looked oka�� �he had o�e�ed t�o ���tu�es of ��es�de�t Ta�lo�� ��e �as a �hoto��a�h a�d 
the othe� a �a������ a fa�o��te of the fa��l�� 
 �ta� a�d I �et �e�e�le� at he� ho�e �� �u��a�� The �ust had �a�� of the fa��al �ual��es of 
�ta� a�d �ot �oh�� �e�e�le� su��ested that �e �o�k o� �t at he� ho�e� We �e�t to �e�e�le� s 
de�eased hus�a�d �a�es �o�th �ed�oo� a�d �o�ked� �e�e�le� �he�ked �� a�d �ta� �o�ked 
o�� ���all�� he felt ��e�� �ood a�out �ha��es he had �ade a�d the ��s���� tea�he�s �a�e�  
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JOHN TAYLOR STATUE 
DEDI�ATION O�TOBER ��, ����

In October ����, a cement slab 
was built on which the John 

Taylor statue was placed.

Dell Taylor, the sculptor Stan Johnson, 
&  a worker getting ready to remove 

the statue from the truck. Photos by Erlene Taylor.

Brothers Grant L. and Dell Taylor, brothers Graig and 
Grant Taylor,  unknown, & Ron Snowden installing 
the rock slab on which the statue will rest. Having 
two Grant Taylors at the Bluff Fort provided many 
fun moments, especially when names were called out 
and the two men answered at the same time,            
according to Erlene Taylor. 

Installing the mounts & 
setting the statue on the 

base.

Native American girls, who danced for 
the dignitaries ate under the veranda.  
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�������� ������� ���� �� ���� �� ��� ��s� ��� ��� 
�������s� ��� ���� ���� ��� ���� ������� �� ��s � 
����� ������ss �� ��� �����������.  

���� ���s��� ��� s����� �� ������� ��� ���� �� 
��s ��s� �� ��� �����s ������� �� ���� ����. ��� 
��������� ������� � ������ ��� ��� s����� �� 
������. ����� �����s�� ��� ��� � �������� 
������� �������� ������ �����s ���� ��s������ 
���s����� ������ ��� ��s ����. ��� ��������   
������� ��� ����� ���� � ������ ����� �� � ����
�����. ����� ����� ������ �����s. ������� ����� � 
s���� s��� �� ��������� ���� ����� ��� ��� ������.  

� ��������� ��s ������� ��� �������. �������� ������� ���� � ������� ��������� ����� �� 
�s��� �� ���� ��� �������� ��� ��������. ��� s����s��� ����� �. ��� �����. ��s ���� 

������� ��s ���� ��� ��� ���� �� ����   
������ ��� � ���� ������ �� �������� s. 

�� ��� �� ����� ��� � ������ ���� 
������ �� ���� ����� ���� ��� ���s����� 
�������� ��� ���� �� ��� �������� ������� 
� ��� ����s ������� �� ��� ����s��� ���. 
�������� ���� ������� ��s ������� �� 
���� �s ����.

�� ��s � �������� ��� ��� � ���������. 
��� ����� ��� � ���� ������s �� ����� 
����� ��� ����� ������ �� ��������� ����s 
�� ��� ��s ����� ����� ��� ��� �������� 
�����s��� ����� ���� �������� ����      
�������� ��� ����� �. ��� �����. �� ��� 
��s ���� �� ����� ����� ��� ����� s����� 
��� �������� ��� ��� ���. ����� ��s ��� � 
����� �������� �� ��� ���� ��� ��� s� ���� 
���� ������� ��� ������ ����� �����. 
���� ���� ��� �������s� ��� ���� s��� 

����� �������� ����s ������ ��� ���� �� ��� �������. ���� ������ �� � ��� �����s ��� ���� �� 
��s ��� ��� ��� ��������� �� �����. ����� ������ ��������� ��� ������. � s���� ��s ������
�� ��� �� ��s��s �� ����� �� ��� s���� ��������s. ������� ����s�� ��� ��s ���� ����� ��� � 
����� ����� �������� ���� ��� s�����. ���� ��� ������ ���� �� ���������.  

���� ���� �������� � �����ss�� �� ��� ���� � ����� ��� �� ��� ������� ���� ������ �s��  
���������. ����s �����s�� s��� � ���� ��������� ��� �� ����� �s��� ��� �������� ������ 
��� ���� ��� ������ ��� �s�� �����. �� ����������� ���s��� �� ��s ������. ���� ���      
�������� s���� ��� ���� ����� �. ��� ������ ���s��� ��� ��� ������ �� ��s�s ����s� ��       
�����-��� �����s s����. �� s��� ���� �������� ��� ������ ��s ���� ������� ��� �s��� ���� �� 
����� �� ����� ��� ������� ���� ������� ����������. �������� ��s����s ���� ��� ��� ���� 

A shroud was covering the Taylor statue.

Elder L. Tom Perry speaking at the John Taylor 
monument dedication, said You think you re 
done, but you are just beginning." Grant Taylor 
looking on. Covered statue is right of Elder  
Perry. Erlene Taylor photos.
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John Taylor descendants were on hand to commemorate 
this tribute to President John Taylor who issued the call 
to the Hole-in-the-Rock Pioneers in ����.  Elder Tom 
Perry dedicated the statue.  Left to right– Joseph & James 
Sorensen, Governor Gary Herbert, Beverley Sorensen, 
Elder L. Tom Perry, and Stan Johnson the sculptor.

Corinne Roring speaking at the         
dedication. Grant Taylor who             
conducted is behind her. Erlene Taylor 
stated that Corinne is quite the young 
at heart lady. She reminds me of what 
Annie Oakley may have been like. Plus, 
she can outwork any of us volunteers. 
We really enjoy her company and 
friendship.

Elder L. Tom Perry, Governor Gary       
Herbert, & the Sorensen family were fed 
breakfast on the Cowboy Cabin porch.      Photos by Erlene Taylor

Beverley Taylor 
Sorensen, major 
benefactor of Bluff 
Fort. Obituary photo.

Beverley Sorenson after she         
unveiled the statue.  Corinne Roring photo.
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���e o� ��es��e�t Ta��o�. ���e� �e��� ��e� that he �as �oo�e� 
�o� the �e���a�o�. �e sa�� that ��o� ��e to ��e �t �s              
a���o���ate to �a�se a� ��e�e�e� to ou� �o�. ��s �oo���� �o��e 
��th the �a�ea�t sou�� s�ste� �o��o�e� ��o� the ��a����� 
�ta�e �as �o��e��u� to hea�. A�e� the �o�u�e�t �as          
�e���ate� �� ���e� �e���� the �o�e�so� �a���� �athe�e� a�ou�� 
the statue a�� ��th a ����e he��� �e�e��e� �u��e� the ��a�e ��o� 
the statue.

���tu�es �e�e ta�e� a�� the� the �����ta��es �e�e ushe�e� 
�a�� to the�� �us. �e� ��a�� ha� t�o �o�� ���e���o�s a�� so�e 
ATV s �o� the �����ta��es to ���e out to �a� �ua� ����. A �u��h �as 
se��e� at the s�te o� the ����o�e T�a���� �ost� ����u����       
sa�����hes a�� �a�ue s �a�ous �otato sa�a�. ���tu�es �e�e ta��
e� at the �o�o� o� the h���. �a�es a�� ���a �e�e the ��st o�es 
�a�� to the h��h�a�. The� ��� ha�e a �oo� ��e. The� �e�e a 
����e �o���e� a�out �e��� �a�� to the ��a�e a�� to ��o�o �o� a 
��� �oot�a�� �a�e. �u�o� ha� �t that the� a����e� ��th ��e�t� o� 

��e to �a�e �t to the �a�e.
�t �as a �o�e�� �a� a�� the e�e�ts �e�t o� ��thout a h�t�h� tha��s to a�� the he��e�s ��th 

�oo�� set u� a�� ta�e�o��� sou�� a�� sta�e. �t �as a�a���� ho� �a�� �a�s ���e� the st�eets 
a�ou�� the �o�t. ��e��o�e ha� �o�e �o� a �u� �a�. The� ��ou�ht the�� o�� �ha��s a�� hats to 
��ote�t ��o� the su�.

  

Crowd after the 
dedication. Erlene Taylor photo.

Elder L. Tom Perry and 
Corinne Roring. 

President John Taylor.

�o����e �o���� ��ote �� the ���� ���� �e�s�e�e�� At the e�� o� the �oh� Ta��o� �o�u�
�e�t �e���a�o� �a�� �he� a�� �e�e �o�e a�� the �o�t �as e��t�� the s�� tu��e� ��to a 
������a�t� so� �e� a�� o�a��e �ese�t su�set. A �u�et� �a�� ���ht �e�� u�o� the statue ��th 
the ha�� �o����� to the �a�� o� ou� a��esto�s� �a�es� a�� a�� �as �e�� . . . A�� �as �e��. 
� stoo� the�e �� the t�����ht o� that ��a�e ��th tea�s �a����� a�� a tha���u� hea�t �o� �� 
�e�s a�� ���ste� ���e�so��� �� �ha��es a�� �a�e ��a�to��� �� ��e� a�� �a�� ��o�es� a�� 
�o� �ou a�� a�� �ou�s. � ��e� �t �as a�� �o�th �t� the� a�e �o�th �t. � �e��e�e the� a���o�e� 
a�� that �s �oo�. �es� th�s hu���e ����e �o�t �as �ea�t to �e� a�� the ��e �s �o�. A�� 
�ou� su��o�t a�� �ou� ha�� �o�� a�e �a���� �t a �as��� �e�o��a� to the�.
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�ode�� H�sto�� o� ���� �o�t  

 

Bluff Relief Society Building was 
refur�ished in ����. Right� �arch 
��, ���� ado�e �ric� was added. Photos by Erlene Taylor. 

Relief Society Building Renovation in ���� 

 �o����e �o���� p���ed the ��a�ed st���t��e that had �ee� the se�o�d �e��e� �o��et�     
����d��� �� ���� to the ��dd�e o� the �o�t� �he a�d he� ��a�dso� ��a�� too� o� the as�estos 
�o�e���� a�d �e�a� app����� �ood sh����es to �t� �he �oo� �as �����ed a�d �t �oo�ed a s�te� 
�o�e tho��ht �t sho��d ��st �e to��hed� ��t �a�a� He����st a�d h�s ��othe� ���e �a�ted to 
ha�e a �o at �t� � �o���ete pad �as po��ed o� the �o�theast �o��e� o� the �o�t� �a�a� a�d ���e 
�e�t to �o�� st�a��hte���� a�d �e�e���� the �oo�� �t �as ��s��ated a�d sheet-�o��ed� Joe 
��a�de� ���ed a�d ��dded the �o��� ���e �e-�o��ed the �a���et �� the ����d����   

 �e �eeded �o�e� to sto�e the ����d��� a�d app�oa�hed ��ed Jo�es� He �a�e �s ������  
J�st �e�o�e �e �e�e to sto�e �t� �a��e �a�to� �o��d a �e�e� ��o� Je�s ��e�so� to Joseph     
�a�to� o� h�s ��ss�o� that sa�d that the �e��e� �o��et� s�ste�s had the ado�e a�d sh����es 
�ead� to �o�p�ete the�� ����d���� He a�so sa�d that he do�ated ��� �o� �ha��s� �o� �ad�so� 
��o� �a�e���� �as he�p��� sto�e so�e ��ep�a�es a�d �h���e�s o� the �a���s� He had          
�epa��ed the ����ha� �o��� ���te� Ho�e �� �t� �eo��e� �h��h �as ado�e� He �ade the 
�����s �� �a�e���� ��th a p����sh �ast a�d �epo�ted that he had the� a�� do�e� ��t �e had� t 
�o�e� the �o�e� to pa� �o� the p�o�e�t� ��ed �a�e o� �oa�d a�d the ����d��� �e�e��ed �ts 
ado�e e�te��o� ��th �o�� ���do� �ed�es� �h����es �e�e app��ed a�d the ����d��� t���ed ��to a 
�o�de���� ����e st���t��e�  �a�a� p�t �� p��e p�a�� �oo���� a�d p��� �a�ds�ape �oses �e�e 
p�a�ted ��th ���a�s o� the east to ado�� the ����e ����d����   

The Relief Society Building was 
moved to the fort on �pril ��, 
���� from the �larence �ohnson 
homesite. It was originally          
situated on the southeast part of 
the Fort, near the present site of 
the waterwheel. It was moved to 
its present site in ����. 
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This plaque hangs in the Bluff Fort Relief Society building  
detailing its history. 
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The Relief Society 
building with one 

of Grant L. Taylors
hand-drawn,      

hand-painted signs.
Grant L. Taylor 

stained the roof of 
the Relief Society 

building, also.Ron Bateman photos.

�� ��to�er ���� �te Tepee, ro��s �or the Co-op, a wagon, the Visitors’ Center, Navajo Hogan.  Erlene Taylor photo.
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 �t doe���t ta�e �a�h��g ��ght�� �a����a��� a�d do��t �ho�� to e���e to����t� a�d ���e� to 
�to�. �a���g a ��a��o��� ��ea� �ath�oo� �a����t� �a��� ��ght at the to� o� ���o�ta�t ���t�.   
��ag��e ho� a�a�ed the o��g��a� �o�e-��-the-Ro�� ��o�ee�� �o��d �e to �et��� to �a� ��a� 
�o��t� a�d ��d a ������o�� �ath�oo� �a����t� at ���� �o�t. �ha�g��g ta��e�� ������g �ate�� 
a�d ����ate �ta��� �o� �oth �e� a�d �o�e� a�e a �a� ��� ��o� ���he� a�d ����� �he�e ��o�ee�� 
�o�ght �ath�oo� ����a�� a �e�t��� ago. ��� to���� �o�th g�o���� �a����e� a�d othe� to����t� 
�ho ����t ���� �o�t toda� �o� e��o� a �o��e��e��e that �a� �e�e� e�e� ��ag��ed ��� �ea�� 
ago. 

 �he �e�t�oo� �o��da�o� a�d �e�e�t ��a� �e�e ����t �� ����t �o��t����o�� a�d Redd    
�e�ha���a� ���ta��ed the �������g. � g�o�� o� �o���tee�� ��de� the e��e�t g��da��e o� Ro� 
��o�de� ��t �� the �a��� a�d �e����g �ea�� a�d �o�e�ed the� ��th ����ood. �o��t����o� 
�o����ed th�o�gh �a�t ���te� �o� ����� a�d the� �� �a��h �he� the �a��e� �a���� �a�e to 
����d the�� �a���. �a�t o� the g�o�� ��t �� the ��d��g o� the �e�t�oo�. ���e� o� the �a��� a�d 
�oo� ����hed o� the ������e �a����t�� a �a� ��� ��o� the t�o �eate�� o� ea���e� ��e�. �t�       
�o���e�o� �a� �o� ��a���� ���� �o�t a� a de��g�ated �to� �o� ��� to��� go��g th�o�gh �a� 
��a� �o��t�. ����e� �� �a�et �. ����o� �h�������a�d��g��t���e�e�.��og��ot.�o������ 
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 The pioneer co-op store was located on the northeast corner of the fort. The    cooperative venture, which provided a means for buying, selling and trading  became very successful. The Navajos and Utes also frequented the store, trading their wool, pelts and woven goods. Near the turn of the century, the log        structure was replaced with a two-story stone building. The upper floor of the new store was used as the community’s dance hall. Jens Nielson said the first holiday dance was held in the co-op in �ecember of ����.  �n ����, robber alias Fred Starr used too many sticks of dynamite when attempting to open the safe. His actions caused the demise of both the co-op and Fred Starr.  

CHAPTER THREE   
Miracle of the San 
Juan Cooperative  

Jewel of the Fort  
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Fi�all�� the �a� ha� 
a��i�e� �o� the lo�� 
a�aite� Co-op to �e 
��ilt� ��tho� �a�et 
�il�o�  e�plai�s�

�o�e��o� �a�� 
�e��e�t p�o�ise�  
Co��i�e �o�i�� last 
�e��es�a�� that �ot 
o�l� �o�l� he polish 
his �a��i�� shoes �o� 
�e�t �ea� s p�o�ise� 
�e�i�a�o� o� the �l�� 
Co-op� ��t that he 
�o�l� sta�t p�a���i�� 
his �a��i�� steps�

�aste� o� Ce�e�o�ies a�� �o��e� �a� ��a� Co��t� �o��issio�e�� ���� �te�e�s� i�t�o-
���e� �o�� �e��e�t� as Utah s �ost ���al �o�e��o� a�� �o�pli�e�te� hi� o� his e�o�ts 
to �ep�ese�t a�� �isit ���al Utah� �hile i� �a� ��a� Co��t�� o� ��t� �� �e��e�t� also spo�e 
to st��e�ts state�i�e �ia the Utah ����a�o� �et�o�� a�� �isite� se�e�al lo�al s�hools� 
�la��i�� �isito�s Ce�te�� ���e o� the Ce�a�s ��se��� a�� othe�s�

�o�� �e��e�t �e�i��e� the a��ie��e o� a�o�t ��� people at �l�� Fo�t� that the  
��o�����ea�i�� o� the �e� �l�� Co-op� �as a           
�e�e���a��e o� those �ho ha� �o�e            
�e�o�e� �e a�e sta��i�� o� the sho�l�e�s o� 
the �ole i� the �o�� pio�ee�s� �hose ��ali�es 
�a� s�ll �e i��o�po�ate� to�a�� The a��i�o� o� 
a �epli�a o� the ��st Co-op p�o�ises to �e the 
�e� o� the Fo�t� a�� �ill o��e a�ai� �e the h�� 
o� �hat happe�s he�e at the Fo�t� 

The Co-op �as o�e o� �a� ��a� Co��t� s 
��st s���ess��l ��si�esses� �he�e �a�te�i�� a�� 
t�a�i�� �ith �a��e ��e�i�a�s a�� pio�ee�s 
ali�e �a�e it the �e�te� o� �o��e��e ���i�� 
the �ea�s o� the �ol� ��sh� a�� ��st oil �oo� 
i� �a� ��a� Co��t�� �� �a�t� �e��e�t state�� the 
Co-op pai� a ��� �i�i�e�� to o�i�i�al i��esto�s 
���i�� the ��st � �o�ths o� e�iste��e� a�� late� 

pai� ��� �i�i�e��s to i��esto�s �e�o�e the ��st �ea� e��e��
The �o�e��o� tol� �i��e�s that the state is loo�i�� �o� �a�s to e�pa�� the e�o�o�� i� 

���al Utah� sa�i�� that To��is� a�� T�a�el �a� help� �e tha��e� lo�al �esi�e�ts �o� all �o� 
�o to �aise �oo� �a�ilies a�� to ��� �oo� ��si�esses� �i��ita�ies �ho pa���ipate� i� the 
��o�����ea�i��� a�� �ho �e�e i�t�o���e� �� ��� �te�e�s i��l��e� �ilso� �a��� 

Utah Governor Gary Herbert  speaking at 
the groundbreaking ceremony for the 
Bluff Fort Co-op �ctober �����

�ctober ��� ����--Historic day for Bluff Fort 
Co-op groundbreaking
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�o�e�� ��sto�� o� Bluff �o�t 

�Ch������ o� �t�h �t�te ��sto��� ��� Ch������ o� 
�ou�  Co��e�s �e��t��e Cou���l�� �h��le� ��l�e�s��th 
����e�to�� �t�h ����s�o� o� ������ �ff���s�� ��es��e�t 
���e �e�� �Bl������ ��� �t��e�� �l�e� �e��� �e�� 
��th �uo�u� o� s ��� �hu��h ��e� �ep�ese�t���e�� 
��� �u�� Cou�t� �o���ss�o�e�s� �e��eth �����o�� 
�h�l ������ ��� B�u�e ����s� Cle�l B����o�� �Ch��� 
o� ����l o� the ����e�ts Cou���l� ��� �e��e� o�   
�e��t��e Cou���l� �s 
�ell �s ���te� o� the 
o������l ����t o� 
�������� to �u�l� the 
�e� Co-op�� ���uel 

�e��t ��te �����l Cou���l��� ��� �o��e� Ch������ o� the �te 
�t� �te ����e�� ��� �e��h �o� �e� es�h ����e�to� o� ����el � 
��l� �o� �t�h�� 

�� he� ��t�o�u�to�� �el�o�e� Co����e �o����� o� �eh�l� o� the �ole-��-the-�o�� �ou����
�o�� th���e� those �ho h�� �o��e� so h��� to ���e he� ��st��t ��e�� o� �� �e��s ��o� � 

�e�l�t�� � p�e���t th�t ��th the �����o� o� 
the Bluff Co-op� the Bluff �o�t �o�ple� ��ll 
�e�o�e � �ust stop ��� see �es����o� �o� 
�ll those �ho p�ss �lo�� ��� ���� � ��h�s 
�oul� �ot h��e su��ee�e� ��thout 
�ou� �he th���e� �ll those �ho o�e� the 
p�st �ou� �e��s� h�� helpe� to ���se the 
��t�h��� �o�e� to the o������l ����t� ��� 
th���e� the Bluff �o�t �olu�tee�s �ho 
pe��o�� � l��o� o� lo�e �� �eep��� the   

����e�s ��� ��ou��s so �le�� ��� �e�u��ul� 
  �he p�e���te� th�t �� ���� �e ll        
�ele���te the �e�����o� o� the Co-op
�h��h ��ll �e the �e�el o� the �o�t �� 
������� the �ells� ��s the� ��� �� e��l� Bluff 

�he� �t�h �e���e � st�te �� ������ ��� 
��th � �e�st� ��� ������� �l ������ht � so 

�et �ou� ������� shoes �e���� Bluff ��ll �u�� ��th �����t� ������
�ollo���� the o����l ��ou�� ��e������ ���� ��� th�ou�h �th ����e stu�e�ts ��o� Bluff   

�le�e�t��� �lso too� tu��s ��e����� the so�l �o� the �e� �u�l����� � �el���ous lu��h ��th      
����e�ue� �e�t ��s p�ep��e� �� ���� �o��s C���� ��� s�l��s� �oo��es� ��� �����s p�ep��e� 
�� the �o�t �olu�tee�s �e� the ��oup� �t ��s � �el��h�ul e�� to � �e�u��ul ��� o� �ul�����o�� 
�e�e�o�� ��� hope� ����le � photos �� ���et �eele� ��l�o� �ole �� the �o�� �e�s� �olu�e ��� ���te� ����� 

Corinne Roring speaking at the  ground     
breaking ceremony for the Bluff Fort Co-op.

�� the

Lynn Stevens, San Juan County               
Commissioner & Master of Ceremonies.
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LaRue Barton instructing spring cleaning volunteers  
gathered in the double hogan visitors center, ����. Erlene Taylor photos. 

 

In the time of transition, an �pril ��, ���� photo shows products on display for sale in the Log Meet-
inghouse until the Co-op was completed. The hogan visitor center was being used for costuming for 
the If These Walls Could Talk movie. Below, Jewelry display in the hogan visitor s center in ����. 

 

��e ���� ��e���� � �i�i��� ����         
�e����� ����e �� ��e ����� � little 
li�e �ei�� ���e� ���� �� �� ��il����� 
��e�e � �e�� L���� ����ll� �Little 
����e �� ��e ���i�ie��� 
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�onstr��t�on photos o� the �an ��an �ooperat��e �n ����-��� ta�en �y �enn�s �ar�ey.

������p��������o-op��o�������o��po��.

���������������p�������o���o���p����
��������o���������o�����o��.

�������������o��������o���oo���o����.

������o-op-�oo����.

����������p�������ppo��������.����������������o���������o�����p.

�����������������������o���o��.�

Below: pallets of 
cut stone for use 
in new co-op.Erlene Taylor photos.

�����o�������o-op.
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���� September interior construction of 
Co op- stairs, roof, siding, & completion.Dennis Harvey photos.

���� un�inished interior of Co-op. LaRue Kirkham photo.
���� �ewly completed        

Co-op before the sign was 
added. 

Corinne Roring stepped off the 
exact location of the Co-op long 
before it was built. She knew 
exactly where she wanted it.
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������ ������� �� ���� ���� 

Co-o��������������� ����� ������

���� ���� ���� ����� �� �������� ���� ��� ����� ���� ���� ���� 
�� ����� ��� ��������� ������� ��� ����� ��� ������� �������� 
���� ���� ����� ���� ��� ���� ��� ��� ���������

��� ��� ���� ������ ���� ����� �� ���� ��� ������� �� �� 
�� �� ������ �� ������������ ����� ���� ����� ���� �� �� ��� 
����� ��� ��� ����� ���� �� ��� ����� ���� ��� � ����� �� ���    
������ �� ��� ��� ��� �� ����� �������� ��� ������ �� ��� ���� 
���� ���� ���� �� ������� �� ���� 

�� ��� ����� � ������ �� ���� ��� ������ �� ��� �����      
������ �� ��� ����� ���� ������� ��� ����� ������� ����   
��������

�� ����� ��� ���������� ����� ������� � ���� ����� ������� 
�� ��� �� ���� ���� ����� ���� ��� ������ ����� ��� ���� �������� 
��� ����� � ��� �� ���� ���� ���� ����� ������ ��� ����� ��� 
������ ������ �� �� ��� ����� ����� ��� ������ ���� ��� ��  
������ �� ��� ������� ���� ���� ��������� ��� ������ ���� ����� 
����� �� ���� ������ ���� ��� ���� �� ��� ����� ��� �������

���� ������ ���� ��� ����� ���� �� ��� ��������� ��� ���� ����� ������ �� ��������� ��� 
��� ����� ��� ����� �� ��� �� �� ����� ������ ��� ��� ���� ������� ������ ��� ����� ������ 
������ ���� ���� � ������� ����� ��� ���� ��� �� ��� ������� ��� �� ����� ���� �� ��� ���� ��� 
������ � ������ �� ������ ������ ������ ���� ������� ���� ��� ���� � ��������� ��� ��        
��������� ��� ������� ������ ��� ���� ��� ��� ��� �������

��� ����� ��� ������� ���� ���� ������ � ���� ����� ��� ������ �� ��������� ���     
����������� �� ��� ����� ����������� ������� �� ��� ��-��� ��� ���� ���� ����� ��������� 
���� �� ���� ������� ��� �����������

�� ���� �� ������� �� ���� �� ���� ������ ���� ���� ����� ��� ��� ���������� ��� ���   
����� ��� ����� �� ������ �� ��� ������ �� ������� �� ��� ���� ��-��� ����� � ����� ����� �� 
���� ������� 

Antique reed organ placed 
at Bluff Fort in ����.

Corinne Roring loved all the missionaries! She built  a house and 
apartments across the street from the Fort so she could be in Bluff, 
and have a place for the missionaries to live and to gather. These  
photos sho� the home under construction in spring ����.              
������ ������ �������
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A ����������� ������� �� ������� ������� ������� ��� ���� �� ��� ���� �� �� ������� �� ��� ���� 
����� ��� ����� ������ ��� ������� �� ����� ���������� �� �������� ����� ����� ���  
��� � ����� ����� � ������� ���� ����� ������� ��� ����� ������� ����� ��������� ���� ������� 

������� ������� ��� ���� �� ��� ����� ������� ��� �            
����-����� ����� ��� ���� �� ��� ���������� �� A�� �� ����� 
����� ���������� ��� ���� ������ �� ��� � ���������� �� ������ 
�������� ��� �� ��� ��������� ������ ��� ��� ���������� �� ���� 
�� ����� 

 ����� ����� ��� ��� ����� �� ��� ��� ������ �� A�� ��� 
����� �� ������� ������ ����� ��� ����� ��������� ���� ���� ��� 
��� ����� ����������� �� ��� ���� �� ��� ���� ������� ���� ���� 
��������� �� ����� ������ ���� ���� ��� ������� �������� �� ��� 
���� ������ ��� ������ �� ���� �� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� �� 
����� ���� �� ��� �� ��� ��� ���� ������� ����� ��� ����� ���� 
������� �� ���� �� �� ��� ���� �� ��� �� ��� ������ �����          
�������� ��� �� ��� ������ ���������� �� ���������� ��� �� �� 
���� �� ��� ���� �� ��������� ��� � ��� ��� ���� �� ��� 
�������� �������� �� ��� ��������� �� ������� ����� ������ ��� 
����� ���������� 

 �������� ����� ���� �� ���� ��� ���������� ���� �� �� ���� 
���� �� ����� �� �� � ���� ���������� ������� - �� ������ �� �� 

������ - ���� ��� ������ �� �� � ���� ������� ��� ��� ��������� �� ����� ��� � ������ ����� ��� ���� 
�� ���� ��� ��� ������ ������� ��� ���� �� ��� ���� ��� ���� �� ��� �������� ������ 

 ���� ����� ����� ��� ��� �������� ������ ��� �� ��� �������� ������ �� ����� ��� ���� ������� 
������ ���� ��� ������� ����� �� ���� ���� �� ���� ������ ������� ���������� ���� �� ������ ��� 
������� ��� ��� �������� ������ ��� �� ���� ��� ���� ����� ���� ����� �� ���� ��� ������ ��� ����� 
���� ��� ��� ���� ����� ��� ������ ������� �� ��� ������� ��� ���� ��������� �� ���� ��� ��� ���� 
���� ������� �� ���� �� ������ �� � ��� �� ��� ���� ����� 

 ������� ��� ������� ��� � �������� ���� ���� ����� �� ��������� ������������ �� ���������� ��� 
�������� ������� �� ������� �� ����� ��� ���������� ������������� ��� ���� ������� ��� ��� ������ 
���������� ��� ������� �� ���� ��� �������� ���� ��� ����� ���� ��� ������� �� ��� ����� 
������� �� ��������� ��� ����� �� �� ������ ����� ��� ����� �� ���� ���� ���� �� ���� �� ������ ��� 
������� �� ������� 

 ���� ���� ���� �� ���� ��� ����� ��� ������� ���� ���� �������� ������� ��� ���� ���� �� 
������ ��� ���� ���� ��� ���� �� �� ��� ���� ����� �� ��� ����� � ������ ������ ���� ������ 
������ ������ ��� ������ ������ � �������� 

 ����� ��� ����� ������� ����� ��� ���� �� ������� �� ���� ����� ���� �� �� ������ �� �� ���� ���� 
� ������ ������� ������ ��� ���������� ��� ��� ������� ������ �� �������� �� ���� �� ��� ����� ���� 
��� ������� ��������� 

 �� ������ ������� ����� ����� ��� ��� ������ ��� ��������� �� ��� ��������� ��� ��-�� ������� 
������� ���� ��� ����� ����� ��� ��� ������� �� ���� ��� ������ ������� �� �� ��� ������ ����� �� 
����� ���� ��� �������� �� ��� ���� ����� ���� ����������� �� ��� ��� ���� ������� �������� 
������ �������� �� ��� ���� ������� �� ��� ��-�� �� ��� ��� ��� ���������� ��� �� �� �� ������� ��� 
��� �� ��� �� ��� ���� ���� ������� ������� A����� � ����� �� ������� ��������   

Paul & Diane Redd, Jerri      
Nielson, LeiMomi Sampson. 
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A copy of a spectacular painting by Farrell Colette, entitled The Hole 
in the Rock is on display at the Bluff Fort. Ron Bateman photo.
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The Co-o� Co��������o� 
 ����t ����o� p���� up t�� �����t��� ������ ���� �� ����� ���u� ��� ���� �� t�� ����to�      
���t��. ������ ��� �o����� ������� ������ � ���������t� ���t ���� t��� ���� ������ �t ��u�� 

�o�t ��� �o t��� pu���� t���� �� t������ ��o� ����o�� ��� 
���t to �o��. ������ ���� to ����t t��t �� ���� t ��o� ��� 
�� ��� �o��. ����t �����u��� ��� t��t �� �ou�� �oo� ���� 
out.     
 ��� �ou���t�o� ��� ���� �o� t�� Co-op �� ����. ������ 
too� p�oto� to ���p u� ��� up��t�� �� to �o��t�u�t�o� o� t��       
Co-op.   
 �o� ��� �o����� ���to�� ��o ���� �o��p� ���to� ��� �. 
�. ���� ���������t� ���� to ���� out ���t ��� ��pp����� 
�t t�� �o�t. ���� p����� t���� t������ ��� ����� ���p��� out 
�t t�� �o�t. ���� �p��t ���o�t t�o �����. �o� ��� ��       
����t����� ���� ������ t�� ������� ������ ���� � p�u� ����� 
��� ��t�� u��� �o� t�� �u��o �utto� ������� ��p�������. 
 ����� ��� ������ �o����� ��ot���-��-��� ��� ���t�� to t�� 
������ � �p��t �o�� t��� �t t�� �o�t �� ����. ���� ���� 
����� to �� t�� �����to�� �� ����� ������� t�o �u�� �����. 
���� � ����� ��������� C������ � ����� �o���� ����� � ����� 
�u��� ��o�� ��t� �o������ � ������ ������� ���� � �t���� 

�p����� ��� C��� � ������ ������ ������ �t t�� �o�t �� ���� �� 
t�� ����t ��� C�u��� ������� �����o������.  
 C���� �����o�� o� ��������� ��� ���p�� ���t� � ����t �o�   

������� ������ ����� �o���� to ���p �u��� t�� Co-op. ��� ����t ��� ������� �� ����� �ut �ot 
�u����. �u��� ���� ������� to �� �������� �� ����.   
 �������� �o� t�� �o��t�u�t�o� ����� ��t� t�� �o���. ���o�t C���t��� ����t�� � �o�� 
�o��up o� t�� �u������. C������ �oo���� p�oto���p�� ���� u���� ��� ����u�����t� ���� 
u���� � p�oto o� � ��oup �� ��o�t o� t�� Co-op. �t ��� ������� to �������� t�� ���� o� t��      
o������� �u������ �� � ��� ���t ���� ���.                 

Gary Spears framed the room 
divisions to accommodate 
the new video. 

Above: piles of stone ready for the new Co-op 
buildin�. �ctober ��� ����� left: In less than 
two days over ������ pounds of rocks were 
cut into � inch thick stones. �he machine cut 
the brick as easy as you would cut a pie  Erlene Taylor photos & quote.  

113



�ode�� ��sto�� o� ���� �o�t  

 

 ���hp�e� �as the ���� �sed to des��� the ����d���. �he� �e�e to�d that �e had a�o�t 
�������� to ����d the ����d��� a�d �he� the ���st ��ds �a�e �� the� �e�e �o� o�e� o�e �����o� 
do��a�s. �he �oa�d �as a�a�ed� a�d �e t��ed to �����e ho�  �e ���ht ��t so�eth��� ��o� the 
�o�st���t�o�. �he �ase�e�t �as ���ed a�d ���� �te�e�s� �o� se����� o� the �oa�d o�          
d��e�to�s �o��ed ��th �oe ���st ��o� ���-���st Co�st���t�o�. �he� �e�e a��e to �ed��e the 
�o�st���t�o� p���e. �t st��� �ea�t that ��a�t a�d ��a�� had to �o to �o�� �ett��� add�t�o�a� 
���ds �o� the ����d���.   
 �o�e�so�s� ����es a�d ����e�s a�� he�ped o�t. ���� �te�e�s �ade a p�ese�tat�o� �e�o�e the 
���� �tah �e��s�at��e �o� a ������� app�op��at�o�. �e to�d the ��o�p that the� had �ot as�ed 
�o� �o�e� s���e ���� �he� ���as ���th had as�ed �o� h��h�a� �o�st���t�o� �o�e�. ���� 
������� �as a�a�ded a�d that �as �sed �o� the �� s�ste� �o� the ��deo p�ese�tat�o� �� the 
Co-op.   
 �e���s �o�t���ed photo��aph��� the p�o��ess. ����e �t �as a �ede�a��� ���ded p�o�e�t� the�e 
�e�e so�e a�a���� hoops that ���-���st had to ���p th�o��h. ���e�s a�d �o�ts� ha�d�a�e 
a�d othe� �te�s a�� had to �e �ade �� ��e���a. �he� had to se�d the t���e�s �o� the ��te��o� 
st���t��e to �ash���to� �tate to �e ���e-t�eated. �t a�� added to the �o�st���t�o� t��e. �s the 
����d��� �as �ea���� �o�p�et�o�� �e �ea���ed that the�e �as� t e�o��h �o�e� to add a sto�e 
�a�ade. ��s��ss�o� �as he�d a�o�t ��st app����� sto�e to the ��o�t� ��t that �as �etoed. �t���o 
�as app��ed as a� ��te��� �o�e� �o� the ����d���. � ����� �ed�e �as �e�t �o� sto���� �� the       
��t��e. �a�� a�d �ta��a �pea�s �a�e �� �e���a�� a�d �a�� �e�a� �a���� the �oo� d���s�o�s to 
a��o��odate the �e� ��deo. �a�� �as at the Co-op �� � a� e�e�� �o����� a�d �o��ed �� 
h��se��. �e �o��ed �� ho��s a da� �a���� the a�te�at�o�s. �e �ot �� a ��tt�e t�o���e �a���� 
these a�te�at�o�s to the ����d��� �e�o�e �e had ta�e� ���a� possess�o� o� the ����d���. �he    
a��h�te�t��e ���� had to add o�� d���s�o�s to the p�a�� �ost��� �s a �ho�e �ot �o�e �o�e�. 
���hp�e� �osts �e�e a�o�t ������� �o� the p�o�e�t. �������� �a�� had ta�e� p��t��es d����� h�s 
�o�st���t�o�. �he�e �as ta�� that �a�� �o�e���� �o��d �eed to �e �e�o�ed to pass ��spe�t�o�� 
��t �e�a�se o� those p��t��es the p�o�e�t passed ��spe�t�o�.   
 �he� �e ���a��� too� possess�o� o� the Co-op �e �o��d te�� that the so��d t�a�s�e� �as  
�o��� to �e a �ea� p�o��e�. ��s��at�o� �as st���ed ��to the ��a��s o� the p�a�� se�o�d ��oo�. 
�h�s he�ped �������e d�st a�d d��t ��o� �o���� ��to the �oo�� ��t �t st��� so��ded ���e a he�d 
o� e�epha�ts �he� so�eo�e �a��ed a��oss the ��oo�. �a�� �pea�s� �o��ed �� h�s so�� �a�d a 
�ea�t���� p��e ��oo���� a�d ����shed �t� as �e��. �a�� had �a��e� ��o� s�a��o�d��� �h��e �o����� 
o� the �oo� d���s�o�s� h��t��� h�s �a��. �e �o��ed th�o��h the pa�� a�d ����shed the p�o�e�t.   
 ���� �a�o�s �a�e o� �oa�d a�d p�a��ed a�� the ������ that �eeded to �e do�e to s�ppo�t 
the ��deos a�d so��d �� the th�ee a�eas. ���� s���ested so��d-deade���� pa�e�s� that �e�e 
added to �oth �oo�s �� a�d ��. �a�� d�d a �ea�t���� �o� ��th �a��s�ot��� �� �oo� ��� a�d the 
��te��o� o� a �a�� �oo� �� �oo� ��. �e a�so d�d the d���s�o� �o� the ta����� �a��. �a�� had ��� 
����d��� the �o�t a�d ���do����deo �� the �o��e� o� �oo� ��. �e p���hased the �o���as ��� 
doo�s to �at�h the �est o� the ����d���. �he� �e�e o�e� ������ pe� doo�. 
 � ����o� ��tt��� �as he�d �� �a� �o� the ope���� o� the Co-op.   
 �he ��deo p�ese�tat�o� �as �ot �o�p�eted �he� �e too� possess�o� o� the ����d��� �� �p��� 
o� ����. �a�o�t C�a�t�ee s ��deo �as sho�� ��t�� the ���� �as ��sta��ed �� ����.   
 �� ����� �a��e �ee�e� �o��ed ��de� the ���e�se o� �oe ���st as o�� sto�e �aso�. �he  
���pso�s� �te�e a�d �a���� �a�e �s add�t�o�a� sto�e that �e �eeded �o� the p�o�e�t. �he �a��e� 
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sto�es �e�e loaded o� a lo�-�o� t�aile�. ��e sto�e 
�e�e �a�led to �olo�ado ��e�e t�e� �e�e ��t a�d 
pla�ed o� pallets a�d s�ipped �a�� to �l���. 

�a��e set �p t�e s�a��oldi�� a�d �o��ed �o� o�e� � 
�o�t�s appl�i�� t�e sto�e to t�e ��ildi��. ��e�e a�e 
t�o �o��ses o� la��e� sto�e ��o�� as �-�a� sto�e a�d 
t�e� a �o�ple o� �o�s o� �-�a� sto�es �e�o�e t�e   
patte�� �e�o�es �o�e �a�do�. ��e �e�ee� �a�e a 
��eat loo�. �t �as �ide e�o��� at t�e �i�do� a�d 
doo� ope�i��s t�at it t��l� �i�es �o� t�e i�p�essio� 
t�at t�e ��ildi�� �as ��ilt ��o� ��ll sto�es. 

�a��e �sed p�otos t�at ��a�les �ood�a� �ad    
ta�e� o� t�e �o-op a�d t�ied to ��eate so�e o� t�e 
sa�e patte��s t�at 
�e�e i� t�e o�i�i�al 
�a�ade o� t�e �o-op. 

��e sto�e �ade t�e �o-op t��l�� t�e �e� o� t�e �o�t.
�i�� �a�o�s �ad o�e�see� t�e �i�i�� o� t�e a�ea �o� t�e 

p�ese�tatio�. ��e �loset ��de� t�e stai�s �as �sed as a 
�o�p�te� �loset. �i�� a�d �is so�� �oel� �o��ed to ��eate all 
t�e spe�ial e��e�ts t�at a�e pa�t o� t�e p�ese�tatio�.  

��e �i�i�� �e�t i�to t�e �alls t�at �o�ld �i�e t�e 
spea�e�s� �ideo s��ee�s a�d p�o�e�to�. � �� �o�ito� 
�as set o� its side �o� t�e tal�i�� �all. �la� �ete�so� s    
editi�� ��e� �ad to �eet �i�� s spe�i�i�atio�s to �a�e t�e 
��a�a�te�s �it t�e spa�e. ��o spea�e�s i� ste�eo �e�e �i�ed 
�o� t�e pi�t��e �all. � �idde� ��tto� �as �i�ed to �e�i� t�e 
p�ese�tatio�� ��e� t�e do�e�t �as �ead� �o� �da� ���e� a�d 
�i��ie to �o�e to li�e. �e �opied t�is ��o� t�e �a� �ie�o �o��o� �attalio� �isito� �e�te�. 
�e �o��ed �it� t�e �olo�atio� to �a�e s��e t�at t�e sepia to�es �at��ed t�e s���o��di�� 
�isto�i�al p�otos. ��e� t�e ��tto� �all �o�es to li�e� t�e� a �essa�e is se�t to a �o�p�te� 
�o�� �alled ��i��tsi�� a�d t�e �a����o��d �a�� so��ds t��� o� i� �oo� ��. 

��e� �isito�s �o�ed ��o� t�e p�oto �all to �oo� ��� t�e� �ea�d t�e ��i��e�s a�d ot�e� 
a�i�al so��ds. ��e ��d �oo� is sta�ed to loo� li�e �o� a�e i� t�e i�te�io� o� a �a��. � �a�o� 
o� t�e �o�t� is depi�ted o� �ei�� i� t�e p�o�ess o� �ei�� loaded �o� t�e e�peditio�. �a�io�s 
�o�es a�d �a��els a�e set a�o�t� ��i�� also do��le as seati�� �o� t�e �ideo. ��e�e is a �o�� 
�e��� �it� pio�ee� tools o� t�e top a�d �a��esses �a��i�� o� t�e �all. ��e�e s a little doll 
����� a�d a �ea�ti��l d�ess o� a �o�� �aiti�� to �e pa��ed o� �ot. �� t�e so�t��est �o��e� o� 
t�e �oo� is a �ideo s��ee� t�at �o�es to li�e ��e� a ��tto� o� t�e �a�o� is p�s�ed. 
��e�e is also a p�s� ��tto� �� t�e ladde� �p ��o�t. ��te� t�is p�ese�tatio�� �isito�s e�it �a�� 
doo�s i�to a �oo� �it� �e���es �o�e�ed i� leat�e� �o� seati��. ��e�e is a� o��a�� do�ated �� 
�e� �o�a�o. ��a�� �o�le� �o��d a ta�ide��ed �o�� a�d so�e ot�e� �ood t�at �a�es a �ase 

Corinne Nielson Roring cutting 
the ribbon to the front door of 
the Bluff Fort Co-op in May. 

Grant Taylor beaming at 
the ribbon cutting. Corinne Roring photos.
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�ode�� Histo�� of Blu� �o�t  

 

fo� the p�o�e�ted �all. ���a�k �o�le� also �i�es fi�st-ha�d details i� his di�e�to� s �epo�t i�     
Chapte� �i�e.� 
 �utside i� the �ift shop a �o�ito� sta�ts a �ou�tdo�� �ou�te� that tell do�e�ts �he� 
the �e�t ��oup �a� �e�i� at the photo �all. The�e is also a ti�e� that sho�s �he� the         
�issio�a���do�e�t should �etu�� to �oo� ��.   
 �i�k has the li�hts i� the t�o �oo�s di��ed th�ou�h B�i�htsi�� di�ital soft�a�e a�d so 
the� ���le up o� do�� as pa�t of the e�pe�ie��e. The p�o�e�to� i� �oo� �� tu��s off              
auto�ati�all� if �ot �ei�� used, �ut the� �e�i�s to �a�� up �he� �oo� �� is a�ti�ated. It s 
all a �it ��a�� that �ou �ould fi�d that de��ee of e�pe�tise i� little old Bluff.   
 The �o�pute� �loset houses t�o a�plifie�s to �u� �oo� � s fi�e speake�s a�d �oo� s 
se�e� speake�s, i��ludi�� a la��e su��oofe�.   
 The push �utto� �o�t�olle� �as up��aded to a� a�d�oid tou�h pad. If These Walls Could 
Talk, a�d The I�possi�le �ou��e� i� � la��ua�es a�e all at the do�e�t s fi��e�tips. The�e is 
a� ai� �o�ditio�e� �e�ted to the outside to keep the �o�po�e�ts �ool. �ust looki�� at the  
to�e� of ele�t�i�al e�uip�e�t is p�ett� �ool. 
 I� ����, �a�d� Bu�ke� o�e of se�io� se��i�e �issio�a�ies ��eated a �i�ds-�est offi�e i� the 
top of the Co-op a�t �alle�� upstai�s o�e� the �est�oo�s. The stai��ase �i�i�s the stai�s �oi�� 
f�o� the �ift shop to the �alle��. The �uildi�� also has a� ele�ato� if �ou ha�e ti�e to take it.  
We �e�e lu�k� that the fi�st ele�ato� �o�pa�� T�i Hu�st �as �oi�� to use �e�t �a�k�upt     
�efo�e �e �a�e the� �o�e� the� had �e�uested. We �e�e �uided a�d did� t �a�t to pa�  
u�til it �as deli�e�ed. The� �a�ted the �o�e� up f�o�t. We �e�e �lessed. 
 �a�k �o�e�s a�d ��a�t Ta�lo� �o�ked �ith �o� ��de�s, Chu��h Histo�� �epa�t�e�t, to t�� 
a�d fi�u�e out the look of a� ���� �e�e�al sto�e. The �oa�d �isited the �a�ti Tithi�� �ffi�e 
�epli�a at This is the �la�e �tate �a�k.  It had a thi� sto�e �e�ee� a�d the shel�i�� �as too 
�usti� fo� ou� �eeds. The Boa�d took a t�ip to �a��i��to� to look at a �a�i�et that �o� ��de�s 
had �uilt fo� his ho�e. The �olo� a�d the si�ple li�es �a�e us ��eat ideas.   
 �a�k a�d ��a�t took a t�ip to Cheste�field, I� a�d �e�e hosted �� thei� ��e� �ho sho�ed 
t�o diffe�e�t sto�e ideas. ��e sto�e had a seed �ou�te� that �a�k a�d ��a�t liked a�d so �a�k    
�epli�ated that fo� Bluff.   
 �a�k fou�d a soft �ello� pi�e pla�k that had a �ou�h side a�d a �illed side.  He used it to 
ou� ad�a�ta�e to �ake thi��s look olde�. �a�k had se��ed a �issio� i� �i�tla�d. �hio a�d �as 
fa�ilia� �ith the �e�ell �. Whit�e� �to�e the�e. ��a�t had �ee� the�e i� ���� �ith his �ife 
a�d f�ie�ds. The� de�ided that it �as that �i�tla�d look that the� �a�ted. ��a�t �esea��hed 
a�d fou�d �ilk pai�t at the Bosto� �ilk �ai�t Co�pa��. The� had �ee� p�odu�i�� this      
po�de�ed pai�t fo� o�e� ��� �ea�s.   
 �a�k �o�st�u�ted �a�i�ets the �i�te� of ���� i� his ��� �a�a�e, a�d the� sto�ed the        
fi�ished �a�i�et�� i� his �ei�h�o� s �a�a�e. Whe� �e �ould fill a �o�e�ed t�aile�, a t�ip �as 
�ade to Bluff. The �a�i�ets �e�e sto�kpiled, u�til the �uildi�� �as �ead�. �a�k a�d ��a�t 
�ade se�e�al t�ips �a�k a�d fo�th a�d �he� possessio� of the �uildi�� �as �i�e� to the    
�ou�datio�, �a�k �e�t to �o�k i�stalli�� the �a�i�ets.   
 �ell Ta�lo�, f�o� �a�ti� s Co�e a�d his ��othe� ��a�t �. Ta�lo� offe�ed to pai�t the         
�a�i�ets. �a�k a�d the Ta�lo� s t�ied to sta� out of ea�h othe� s �a� �etti�� the i�stallatio� 
�o�plete.   
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Erlene Taylor Collection 

Co-op store and 
Visitors Center 
dedication          
invitation and 
Fort wagon        
advertising the 
dedication. 
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�o���� ��s�o�� o� �lu� �o��  

 

 ��a�� �a� ��s���� �l� �o�� �a� ����o a�� �a� s��� a �a� o� ������ ��� �o���o� a��     
�o�pu��� ��o� ��� pu�l�� ���� �u� s��ll ����� ���������. �a�� �oo� ��� ���a a�� ��� ��� �as�   
����s���s ��o� ������ pu�l�� ����.   
 �al� �la�� �a�� a ������ �a�� �o loa� up ���� �o��s. ��� ��� o� ��� �a�� �a�� ��o� a� ol� 
���� �� ����o�a. �� �as l������ a�� ��all� �ool.   
 ��a�� ���pso� ��a�� ��a� �� ���� loo���� �o� a sa�� �o� ��� s�o�� a�� �ou�� us a s 
pos� o����� sa�� ��a� ��a�� �. �a�lo� ��-pa������ a�� ���� a���� a �ol� ��l����� ���� �lu�� �o��
�o ��� sa��. �� �a� ��� sa�� �o����a��o� �o� a �oupl� o� ��a�s� �u� �� s �o�� up ��ss���.  
���a s ������ �ul�� �o����� �a�� �o �lu�� ���� ��� �a��l� a�� ��lp�� us ���u�� ou� ��� ���a�l   
la�ou� o� ��� s�o��. �ul�� �a� �o���� �o� �o��s��o� as a �a�a��� a�� �a� ���� ��a���� ��   
asp���s o� ���a�l. �ul�� ��lp�� us pla� a�� �� �as all �o���� ��all� ��ll.   
 ��� ���a �o� ou� �lass �opp�� �a�����s �a�� ��o� ���� �o��s ��a���� �os�. ���� ��� ��a�s a 
��� ��a���s �a�� ���� �a��� ����� ���lu�� �os�l� ���los��� ��� �ou���� a��a� a�� allo���� 
�o� ��o ����s��� �����ou�s. ��o���� a�����o� �s a ������ �-s���� s�a��.   
 �� �a�� ��s��o�s �o����� o� ��a� a� a�a���� ��p������� ���� �a�� �a� a� �lu�� �o��. �� 
a�� so p�ou� o� �o� ��� �o�� o� ou� �olu����� �o��� �as ���a��� su�� a �o�l� �lass ��s��o� s���. 
�� s����� �a�� �o s�a�� ��� s�o���s o� ��� p�o����s �� su�� a �a� ��a� ��s��o�s �o�� a�a� ���� 
a� u����s�a����� o� ��� ������ul��� �u� also ��� �a���� �ou�a�� a�� ��������a��o� �� �oo� �o   
s���l� ���s po���o� o� ��� �ou����s�. �� s��� �o ���� ���� a ���a� ���s� ��p������� ����    
������s o� ��� ��u��� o� ��sus ����s� o� �a����-�a� �a���s� a�� �o ���l ��� sa���� ��ou�� o� 
����� ��� �o�� �s �u�l�. 

 
���� CO-OP STORE DEDICATION
 �� ���o��� ��� ����� ��� �o-op 
�as ��a�� �o� �����a�o�. �� �op�� 
�o� a� �pos�l�� �u� �l��� �a��us �. 
�as�� a �� a�a���� �o ��� ��u��� 
��s�o��a� s o���� �a�� ���� ��s 
����� ���ll�. � �o���� �a��       
���a��as� ���� sausa��� ��u�� a�� 
�u��� �as s����� o� ��� ���a��a. 
���� ��� �as��s a������� ��a�� 
�oo� ���� �o ��� ��o�� o� ��� �o-op. 
���� ������� ��� �-�oo� �ou�las �� 
�oo�s. �u�� ��s�a��� a�� �a�� �a� 
���� �a��� �o ��� a�� ��pl��a�� ��� 
�olo� a�� ���u��s �� s��l���� ��a� 
�oul� loo� l��� ��� ����ll �.    

������� s�o�� �� ����la��� ���o. ���� �l��� �as� ������� ��� �oo�s� �� �u���� l�� a�� ������ 
a�� ���� �o ��a�� a�� sa��� ����la��. ��� �as��s lo��� ��� �o-op a�� ���� ������� �o �� 
���� us �o� ��� �����a�o�. 
 � s�a�� �as s�� �us� ou�s��� ��� �a�� �oo� o� ��� �o-op. �� �u���� ou� �o �� a �a�� �a� 
���� pl���� o� su�s����. �u���l�� �a�s a�� �a��� �a� ���� pla��� u���� �a�� o� ��� ��a��s o� 
��� s�a��. ��a�� �a�lo� �o��u���� ���s �����a�o� a�� ���� �� ����o�u��� �o����� �o����� ��� 
p��s����� o� ��� �ou��a�o� ����� �as a s�a����� o�a�o�. �o����� �as ��ul� �ou���� �� ��� 

Co-op store dedication crowd. Corinne Roring photo. 
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����- Seven-inch thick stone was added to 
the  exterior. Corinne Roring photo album.

A meal was provided after the dedication. 
Corinne Roring in the middle.

���og���o�. �h� �as ���s��t�d a ����� ��� ��oo�h �� �au���� ���th� ��t���a�o�a� ���s�d��t 
of th� �aught��s of th� �tah ��o����s� fo� a�� of th� ha�d ����g� that sh� had �ou��d ��to th� 
�o�st�u��o� of th� �o-o� a�d ��u� �o�t.

�oug ���h��so� ta���d a�out th� h�sto�� of th� �o-o� �o�����t �� ��u�. �� us�d as h�s 
�����s�� Who da thought. �t �as a�a���g a�� th� Who da thoughts thoughts h� �a�� u� 
��th. �h�� ��sho� ���th �. ���u����� �����tus g����a� autho��t� ta���d. �� �ad� a ��o�h��� 
��o�ou������t that th� �o�� �� th� �o�� �ou�da�o� had o��� �ust ��gu� th� �o�� of t�����g 
th� sto���s of th� �o�� �� th� �o�� ��o����s.

��d�� �ash s�o�� ������ a�d th�� sa�d a ��a��� of d�d��a�o�. �� th� ��a���� h� d�d��at�d 
�ot o��� th� �o-o�� �ut th� �o�t a�d th� ��o��� a�d ����s that �ou�d �� ���ss�d ���aus� of 
th� ��-���a�o� of ��u� �o�t. �h����� �ash �o�� h�� t�s��o�� th� ���t da� �� th��� ���t������� 
�a�d t�����g of h�� ���������� at ��u� �o�t� a�d ho� a�a��d sh� �as ��th th� ���������� 
th���.

��og�a�s ���� �ad� �� �h��s�� �ath�so�. �h� �o�aho� �u�� o�ga� �as �o��d        
outs�d�� a�d ����d so that ������ �a�so� �ou�d ��a� ���� as th� �ou�ta��s ��ou�d �s.
���� �a�o�s �o���d ��th th� sou�d. ��o�d a�d �����a ���t� f����ds of ��a�t a�d ���a �o��d to 
th� s�at of th� �ago� �h��h �as sh��t���d f�o� th� su� to ���� th� ��o���d��gs. ���� th�    
d�d��a�o�� ��d�� �ash ���t ��to th� aud����� a�d fou�d ��a�g �o���g a�d ta���d ��th h�� 
a�out goa�s a�d as���a�o�s fo� h�s ��f�. 

�t tu���d out to �� �u�t� �a�� a�d �a�� had a ����� ��oo� of su�sh��� o� th��� fa��s a��� 
th� d�d��a�o�.

After the dedication services.    Photo -Ensign Peak Foundation.

Elder 
Nash & 
Corinne 
wearing 
Letty 
Jones
hat.
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�ode�� �isto�� o� ��u� �o�t  

 

The Old Bluff Co-o� ��o�e 
 �he �a� �ua� Coo�e�a��e sto�e �as o�ga�i�ed ���i� ��th, ����, �ith ��a�e �. ���a�, ��eside�t� 
�e�s �ie�so�, �i�e ��eside�t� Cha��es �. �a�to�, �u�e� �o�es a�d ���u� �e��i�s, di�e�to�s� � � �edd,            
se��eta��� a�d �e�ja�i� �e��i�s, t�easu�e�. �he sto�e o�e�ed �u�e ��th, sto��ed to �eet the �eeds o� 
the �eo��e i� the �o�t a�d to t�ade �ith the ��dia�s. �ose�h �. ���a� �as the sa�es�a�. 
 �he sto�e �as i��o��o�ated o� �e�e��e� ��th, ����, �e�ai�i�g o�ga�i�ed �o� �� �ea�s se��i�g the 
�o��u�it� i� �a�� use�u� t�a�sa��o�s. �t o�e ��e, the �a�ita� sto�� �as ����,���. �t �as su��ess�u� 
��o� the ��st. 
  �� a �e�e� to �ose�h �. �a�to� dated �a�ua�� ��th, ����, �e�s �ie�so� ��ote, �u� Co-o� sto�e is 
�o� so �a� �o���eted that �e �a� �i�e goods i� the �o�e� �a�t, a�d �e had a�� ou� ho�ida� da��es o� 
the u��e� �oo�. �he sto�e a�so houses the �ost o��e. �he �ui�di�g �ost ����� to date a�d �i�� �ost 
a�out ����.�� �o�e to ��ish it.  
 �he ��u� �a��e� did �ot ha�e e�ough �a�d �o� a�� the �a�i�ies a�d the u��o�t�o��a��e �oodi�g �i�e� 
�ade it �e�essa�� �o� �ost �a�i�ies to �o�e a�a�. �� ���� �oh� a�d �a�tha �u�t �u��hased the 
sto�e. ���o�tu�ate��, the ��u� Co-o� sto�e �as ��o�� u� i� ���� du�i�g a �o��e�� a�e��t. �he      
�o��e�, a�ias ��ed �ta��, used too �u�h d��a�ite �he� a�e����g to ��ea� i�to the sa�e, ��o�i�g u� 
�oth the �oo� a�d hi�se��. �hus e�ded the ��u� �a� �ua� Coo�e�a��e sto�e. 
 �u�i�g the e�sui�g �ea�s the ha�d-he�� sa�dsto�e �o�� o� the �ui�di�g �as e�e�tua��� used i� 
othe� ��a�es i� ��u�. �he �a�d su��ou�di�g the sto�e �as so�d �� �ie�es to di�e�e�t �a��es �o� �a�ious           
�u��oses. �o�e�e�, i� ��� �ea�s, �o �ajo� �ui�di�gs o��u�ied the �o�t ��o��. �t �as �ei�g �e�t �o� the 
o�d �o�t a�d the o�d �o-o� sto�e to �e �e�ui�t to te�� �ate� ge�e�a�o�s a�out the �eo��e �ho �hise�ed 
thei� �a� to �a� �ua� a�d �i�ed �o� a ��e i� the �eau��u� �a��e� �� the �i�e�.  
 ��e�� �e����ed �ou��e i� ��u� �e�ei�ed gi�s �u��hased ��o� the Co-o� sto�e. �t thei� �eddi�g       
�e�e��a�o� �a�t�, ��o�d a�d C�a�a �ie�so� �e�ei�ed a �o���ete set o� si��e��a�e �o� ��, a gi� ��o�  
�u�e� a�d �a�� �o�es, Chi�a dishes, a�d �a�� �o�e �i�e gi�s ��o� othe�s a�� �u��hased ��o� the  
Co-o� sto�e. C�a�a used this si��e� a�d Chi�a o��� �o� di��e�s, �ith �hite �i�e� ta��e��oths a�d �a��i�s. 
��u� �a�i�ies a���e�iated �i�e thi�gs a�d too� �a�e o� the�. Chi�d�e� �e�e taught good �a��e�s. 
�hat a� asset the   Co-o� sto�e �as to the �eo��e o� ��u� a�d su��ou�di�g a�eas. 
 �� �athe�, ��o�d �ie�so�, a�d �� �o���e��o �eigh�o�, �� �edd, �oth �aised i� ��u�, to�d �e this 
�d�it �ega�di�g a �a�ajo �ad� that �o��ed at the sto�e �ith �a�� �ie�so� �o�es. �a�� as�ed �a���, a 
�a�ajo gi�� to go �a�� to the �o�� g�a�a�� a�d get a ��� sa�� o� �ou� �o� a �usto�e�. ��e� ���i�g the 
�usto�e��s o�de�, the gi�� �as �ot �a��, a�d �a�� �e�a�e �o��e��ed. �i�a���, she �a�e �a�� i�to the 
sto�e s�ea��g a�d e�hausted, �ut �ith �o �ou�. �u�t �a��, she said, �he�e ai��t �o �sht� �ou�d 
sa��s o� �ou�, the���e a�� �a�t� eight. �he had �i�ed e�e�� sa�� o� �ou�, sta��ed high i� the sto���oo�, 
a�d the� ea�h �eighed �� ��s. �he �aith�u� gi�� �as t�u�� a de�oted �o��e�, a�d good he�� �o� �a�� i� 
the sto�e. �he�e �as �e�i��o�a� �es�e�t a�d �o�e �et�ee� �u�e� a�d �a�� �o�es a�d the ��u� �a�a�
jos.  
 �he� �u�e� a�d �a�� �o�es �a�aged the Co-o� sto�e, �u�e� �ou�d get u� ea��� ea�h �o��i�g 
a�d go �a�e a ��e i� the sto�e, �hi�e �a�� �oo�ed �ush �o� thei� �a�i�� o� eight �hi�d�e�. �he� he 
�a�e �a��, he a��a�s ��ought o�e �ie�e o� �a�d� �o� ea�h �hi�d to ha�e a�e� ��ea��ast. �a��e to 
��ea� the sa�e�ess o� ea��g �ush �ost �o��i�gs. �he �hi�d�e� a���i�ated his �etu�� ho�e ea�h 
da�. ��e�   ��ea��ast, �a�� �i�ed he� eight-�oa� ��ead �e�i�e �e�o�e goi�g to ��e�� i� the sto�e. �t too� 
eight �oa�es o� ��ead e�e�� da� to he�� �eed this �ig �a�i��. �a�� �as a good �a�age�, a good �oo�, 
a�d a good  �othe�. 
 ��dia �a� �o�es, the se�o�d �i�e o� �u�e� had eight �hi�d�e� �he� she died ��o� �u��s �he� he� 
d�ess �aught ��e. �a�� �ie�so� �o�es, the ��st �i�e o� �u�e�, �e�a�e thei� ste��othe� a�d ��dia s     
�hi�d�e� �o�ed �u�t �a��, as the� �a��ed he�. �ith �a�� a�d �u�e� s o�e so� �eo�a�d, it �ade a  
�a�i�� o� �i�e �hi�d�e�. �u�t �a�� �as i�deed o�e o� ��u� s st�o�g a�d �a�ia�t �o�e�. �� Co�i��e   
�o�i�g, �o� ��. �i�te� ����. 
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To find real happiness, we must seek for it in a focus outside 
ourselves. No one has learned the meaning of living until he has 
surrendered his ego to the service of his fellowmen. Service to 
others is akin to duty, the fulfillment of which brings true joy.  
-President Thomas S. Monson 

 

Chapter Four 
Miracle of 
Volunteers  

at Bluff Fort 
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�I� the a��als of the �est� �e�lete �ith e�a��les of �ou�age� te�a�it� a�d i�ge�uit�� 

the�e is �o �e�e� e�a��le of the i�do�ita�le �io�ee� s�i�it tha� that of the Hole-i�-the-�o�� 
e��edi�o� of the �a� �ua� �issio�. �o �io�ee� �o��a�� e�e� �uilt a �ago� �oad th�ough 
�ilde�� �oughe�� �o�e i�hos�ita�le �ou�t��...�o�e e�e� de�o�st�ated �o�e �ou�age� faith 
a�d de�o�o� to �ause...� 

�a�id �. �ille�� ��ofesso� � Histo�ia� 
 
 
I� ����� Bisho� H. �a�id Bu�to� �a�e to Bluff �o�t to dedi�ate the �o�t a�d the 

�o�u�e�t �o��e�o�a��g the �io�ee�s �ho �a�e th�ough the Hole i� the �o�� �efo�e 
a��i�i�g i� Bluff. It �as a �luste�� da�� �ut �a�� des�e�da�ts a�d to��s�eo�le �a�e to �a�� 
the dedi�a�o�. Befo�e Bisho� Bu�to� le� the �o�t� he ga�e the Hole i� the �o�� �ou�da�o� 
Boa�d so�e �ou�sel. He �as e��ited �ith ou� �la�s to �e�uild Bluff �o�t. He said �e �eeded 
to �a�e su�e that �isito�s had a �osi��e ��st e��e�ie��e �ee��g �e��e�s of the �hu��h of 
�esus �h�ist of �a�e�-da� �ai�ts. 

He also suggested that �e should �ush fo�th �ith ou� idea fo� �outh �o�fe�e��es a�d 
that �e �ould hel� to ta�e ��essu�e a�a� f�o� �a��� s �o�e as the sto�� of the Hole i� the 
�o�� �io�ee�s �as also �o��elli�g. 

�s a �oa�d �e �et o��e a �ea� �ith Bisho� Bu�to� �ho hel�ed us �o��e�t �ith the 
�hu��h Histo�� �e�a�t�e�t� i��ludi�g �lde� �te�e� �. ��o�� �te�e� �lse� a�d �e��� �u�d.   

�lde� �te�e� ��o� �eite�ated the i��o�ta��e of gi�i�g the �isito�s a �osi��e i���essio� 
of the �e��e�s of the �hu��h of �esus �h�ist of �a�e� �a� �ai�ts. �his �as �a���ula�l� 
i��o�ta�t as �e ha�e �isito�s ea�h �ea� f�o� all �� states a�d as �a�� as �� fo�eig� 
�ou�t�ies. �f these �isito�s� ��� a�e �ot �hu��h �e��e�s. ��l� ��� of ou� �isito�s �o�e 
f�o� �tah. �u� �ideo a�d audio ��ese�ta�o�s a�e t�a�slated i�to ��e��h� �e��a�� Italia�� 
��a�ish� a�d �hi�ese so that �isito�s �a� hea� the sto�� i� thei� o�� la�guage. He also 
e��oi�ed us to �a�e su�e that the �hu��h se��i�e �issio�a�ies had a �osi��e e��e�ie��e 
se��i�g at Bluff �o�t. �e thi�� �e ha�e su��eeded �ith that as ou� �ast �issio�a�ies ha�e 
f�e�ue�t �eu�io�s� go o� ��uises a�d t�i�s togethe� a�d o�e� �o�e �a�� to �he�� o� the 
��og�ess at the �o�t. �e ha�e �ee� �lessed �ith �o�e tha� ��� �issio�a�ies that ha�e 
se��ed at the �o�t to date.   

�his is the state�e�t �ade �� �ill �edd� Bluff �o�t �i�e�to� ����-����� I told the 
de�a���g �issio�a�ies . . . that thei� Bluff �o�t �issio�s �ould �e o�e of the g�eatest �a�ts of 
thei� li�es. �egg� a�d I ha�e se��ed t�o �e��e� leade� su��o�t �issio�s a�d o�e se��i�e 
�issio� o� a �hu��h o��ed �a��h. �hile e�e�� �issio� is a g�eat e��e�ie��e� se��i�g at Bluff 
is s�e�ial.  

�te�e �lse� taught us to e�gage ou� �isito�s �ith the sto�ies of the faith� �ou�age� a�d 
dete��i�a�o� to follo� thei� ��o�het. Be�ause of this� �ost of the �isito� e��e�ie��es 
a�ou�d the �o�t a�e i�te�a���e. �a�� �isito�s �e�o�t o� �el�� ��i� �d�iso�� �oogle� a�d ou� 
�isito� log that the� ha�e felt a �o�de�ful s�i�it �hile �isi��g the �o�t. 
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�o�e�� �isto�� of ���� �o�t  

�e��� ���� �a�e ��eat a��i�e to �s at the �o�t� �he �a�e �s �a�es of �e��e� �h���h 
�e�so��e� �ho �i�ht �e i�te�este� i� o�� ��o�e�t� �s a �es��t� �a�� �oo�� �ho ha� ��i�e� 
s��i�ts fo� �a�� �h���h ��o����o�s a�� histo�i� sites� �as the ��ite� fo� the �o�ie �e sho� 
at the �o�t� �s �e� �e��� ���� s a��i�e� �e a�i��e� o��se��es �e�� ��ose�� �ith the fo��at of 
�he �o��o� �a�a�io� �isto�i� �ite� �e a�so �e���ite� �i�� �a�o�s� �ast e�e�t�o�i�s e��i�ee� 
fo� �h���h �isto�� sites� �isito�s �e�te�s� a�� te���es to ��eate the so���� �i�ht� a�� �i�eo 
e��e�ie��e at the �o�t� �� a ��osi�� i�te��ie� �ith he� �efo�e she �e��e� as �i�e�to� of 
�h���h �isto�i� �ites� she sai� the �easo� that she e��o�e� �o��i�� �ith �s �as �e�a�se �e 
ha� �iste�e� to he� a��i�e a�� the� t�ie� ha�� to i���e�e�t it i� o�� ��est e��e�ie��e�   

���e� �� �o� Pe��� �a�e to ���� �o�t i� ���� to �e�i�ate a f���-si�e stat�e of P�esi�e�t 
�oh� �a��o�� the ��o�het that �a�e the �a�� to the �a� ��a� �issio�� ���e� Pe��� ���e� �s to 
�o����e o�� �a�i� ��i��i�� a�� �e-��ea�o� of the �a� ��a� �oo�e�a��e sto�e ��i��i��� �e 
�isite� �a� ��a� �i�� a�o�� �ith othe� �i��ita�ies fo� ����h a�� he �o��e�te� that he fe�t 
the sa��e� ��o��� of the �o�e i� the �o�� t�ai��   

�� ����� ���e� �a���s �ash� the� a�a�he� to the �h���h �isto�� �e�a�t�e�t �a�e to 
�e�i�ate the sto�e �o-o� sto�e� �e �ea���e� a�ai� �hat �isho� ���to� a�� ���e� Pe��� ha� 
�i�e� �s i� a �ha��e to �i�e �isito�s a ��eat e��e�ie��e �ith se�io� se��i�e �issio�a�ies that 
�e�e the� se��i�� at ���� �o�t ���e� the a�s�i�es of the �h���h �isto�� �e�a�t�e�t�   

�isho� �eith �� ������i�� e�e�it�s �� that ��e� a�so s�o�e at the �e�i�a�o� a�� his 
�o��e�ts �a�e it so��� �i�e �e ha� �et to f����� the �eas��e of �hat ���� �o�t �i�ht 
a�e�t i� the �i�es of �isito�s �et to �o�e�     

 �ith �o �i�e�t ��iesthoo� �i�e� �e ha�e st�i�e� to �a�e�� o�� site afte� othe� �h���h 
histo�i� sites� �he �oa�� ��a�e�f���� �o�si�e�s o�e �o���e that has se��e� ��e�io�s�� at the 
�o�t a�� �ete��i�es a �i�e�to� to se��e fo� a ��e� �he �i�e�to� a�� his �ife �o�� �ith 
s�he���i��� �a�a�i�� �i�e�e�t �e�a�t�e�ts a�� �ai�tai�i�� a s�i�it of �o�e a�� �i���ess at 
the �o�t� P�a�e� �ee���s a�e he�� � �a�s a �ee�� �issio�a�ies sha�e i� the sto�ies that a�e 
to�� of the �a� ��a�� �ai�� assi���e�ts a�e �a�e� a�� the �issio�a�ies �o o� to �o���   

P �a�s a�� ��o�� �a�s o� a�e a �a�t of the s�he���e� �o��t� �o���tee�s �o�e� shifts so 
that ��o�� a���i�es s��h as te���e a�e��a��e i� �o���e��o� t�a�i�� the �o�e i� the �o�� 
��ai�� a�� t�i�s to �ea��� �a�o�a� �a��s a�� �o���e�ts a�� e�e� sea��hi�� o�t �a��e 
��e�i�a� sites �a� o����� 

�he �issio�a�ies ��eate a �ea� f�a�e�o�� fo� the ���� ��a��h �hi�h is a �e�e��e�t 
��a��h ���e� the �i�e��o� of the ��a��i�� �tah �ta�e� �he �issio�a�ies ��a��� a��e�t 
a��i�o�a� ����a� �es�o�si�i�i�es to s���o�t the �o�a� �h���h ��it� �he�e is t���� a s�e�ia� 
fee�i�� i� the �a��a�e�t �ee���s at the ���� ��a��h� 

�e�a�se of o�� a��-�o���tee� �oa�� a�� h����e�s of �o���tee�s that ha�e �o�e to he��� 
���� �o�t �ose a�ai� to �a�e s��e that the faith� �o��a�e� a�� �ete��i�a�o� of those 
o�i�i�a� �io�ee�s �as �ot fo��o�e�� �he sto�� �e�e� �ets o�� a�� the�e a�e a��a�s �o�e 
�o���a�s o� histo�ies that �o�e fo��a�� to �a�� �� the a�a�i�� faith a�� �hat �e�s �ie�so�� 
the �o��a�� �ha��ai� a�� the� �isho� fo� �� �ea�s of ���� sai�� �f �e ��st ha�e e�o��h 
s���ie-ta-t���� �e �a��ot fai��  

- �o�e i� the �o�� �o���a�o� �oa�� of �i�e�to�s 
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Jack Powers  
    ���� ���e�s ��s ���the� �i���le �t the ���t� ��i�� ���� �ust � 
�it� i� ����-�� ���i�s �e�e �ei�� �uilt ��� �e �e�e t��i�� t� ��e�te � 
hist��i��ll� ���u��te l��� i� the ���i�s� �e �e�e se���hi�� ��� ite�s 
t� �u��ish the ���i�s� ����t ���l�� h�� �ee� ����i�� �ith the ��� 
�hu��h �ist��� �ep��t�e�t ��� ��s i�t���u�e� t� ��� ���e�s� � l���
-��e hist��� e�pl��ee� ����t �s�e� ��� ���ut �u��ishi��s ��� the 
���i�s� ��� t��� ����t t� � �hu��h st����e ���ilit� ��� sh��e� hi� � 
l�t �� ite�s th�t h�� �ee� ����te� t� the �hu��h� ��� th�u�ht the�e 
�i�ht �e s��e ite�s th�t the �hu��h ��ul� l��� t� �lu� ���t� �e �ls� 
su��este� ����t t�l� �ith ���� ���e�s ���� ���� �h��lest��� �t�h� ���� 
��� ��� his ��the� h�� �ep�i�e� ��� �est��e� �u�h �� the �u��itu�e ��� 
���e ���t�  
 ����t ���e �� �pp�i�t�e�t t� �isit ���� ��� �t his sh�p i�  
�h��lest��� �t�h� �u�i�� the �is�ussi��� ���� ��� su��este� th�t his 
���� ���� ���� �i�ht �e i�te�este� i� helpi�� �ut� �uil�i�� �u��itu�e ��� the ���t� 
 ����t ��lle� ���� ��� the� ��t t��ethe� �t ���� ��� ��u��� s ��� �pl���e� u�it            
�e�el�p�e�t� h��e i� ����i��t��� ���� ��� ��u��� �e�e ��� ����i��es ��� ��u��� ��� 
���� h�� �� ������e�e�t ���ut thei� �����e� ���� h�� his t��ls set up �ll ���u�� thei� si��le 
��� �����e� ��u��� �ll��e� ���� t� pull �ut his sh�p t��ls ��� ���� �ll ��� �s l��� �s he� ��� 
��s p���e� i� the �����e �t �i�ht�  
 ���� s�i� �es t� helpi�� the ���t� ���� st��te� �� �� ���i�� little �us�� e�� t��les ��� the 
���i�s� �he� �e ���e� �� t� pi��i� t��les ��� �e��hes ��� the list ��es �� � � � �u�ets ��� 
hut�hes th�t ��ul� �e use� i� the ���i�s �� the �isit��s �e�te� ��� st��e ��tu�es� ���� ��s 
�uil�i�� �i�e�e�t st�les ��� t�pes ��� ��s ��i�� � ��e�t ����  
 �e pu��h�se� ���� ���� his �����ite lu��e� st��e i� �e�e� ��� ��ul� l��� up his little 
�hite �-�� pi��up �ith ����� �is si��le �ei�h��� ����ss the st�eet �ll��e� hi� t� use the 
si�es �� he� �����e ��� st����e� �u��e� ��s st��e� �� the �est ��� ��ishe� ite�s �e�e 
st��e� �� the e�st si�e� �he� the e�st si�e ��s �lle� � t�ip t� �lu� ��s s�he�ule��   
 ���� ���ee� t� �uil� �ut �i�� t ���t t� p�i�t� �e ��ishe� ��� s���e� his ��e����s �e��� 
��� st�i� �� p�i�t�   

  ���� ��� ����t ��ul� �et t��ethe� ��� l��� 
th��u�h ���� s ����s ��� ��������i�� �����
�i�es ��� thi�� �h�t pe�i�� �u��itu�e �i�ht �e 
�ee�e� i� �lu�� ��e� the ���ple��� �� the    
�e����� �� the �est si�e �� the she�� ���� ��� 
����t �e�t t� �his is the �l��e �e�it��e ����
��� l���e� �t thei� �-p�st t��les� �he� ����e� 
th�t �� �����i�� the t��les� the� h�� �e���e 
�e��� ���� ��t �ut his ����s ��� �ese���he�� �e 
h�� �ee� t� � ��uple �� hist��i� pl��es �� ��� 
t��ethe� ��� he �e�i�e� th�t �� � ����e     
st�u�tu�e u��e� the t��le ��ul� �e the st����est 

Jack Powers sweeping. Erlene Taylor photos. 

Jack and Vaunna Powers in the Co-op.  
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�ode�� ���to�� o� �lu� �o�t  

o�e� ��e� ����e l�� ���e�� �e�e u�ed to hold the 
t��le� ��d �e��he� to�ethe�� �e �u�lt the� p�e�� 
he���� �o �t too� t�o people to �o�e the� �e�� 
���� 
 ���� ��d ��u��� h�d �e��ed � �����o� to 
���tl��d� �h�o ��d ���� h�d �u�lt �e��he� th�t ��e 
u�ed �t the �oh� �oh��o� ����� The �e��he� �e�e 
o� ����l�� de����� �e h�d �u�lt �o�e th�� �� 
�e��he� �� ����l��d ��d ��e� th�t �e �ould �eed 
����l�� �e��he� �� �lu�� �e p�odu�ed �� �e��he� 
��d � t��le� th�t �e�e ��ou�ht to �lu�� ���� d�d 
�o�e o� h�� �e�t th������ ��out the p�o�e�t ��out 

� ���� �� the �o������ 
  ���� �u�lt � ��e�t �-doo� �u�et �����et �o� the �o� �ee���hou�e to �to�e ��o�hu�e� ��d 
�op�e� o� the �oo� o� �o��o��   
 Co����e �o���� �ot � l��le �o���ed ��out �ll the �u���tu�e �o���� to �lu�� �ut �he h�d   
���epted ���t-o�� ��o� the �ou�t� �h��h ���luded ��� �e���� ��lle�� ��e��l��� �h����� ����t 
��� �o��� �o� �� ���� loo� ��d �o d���u���o� ��� held ��out tho�e �h���� �do����� the �o�t� 
�o�� �to��� �ut � �e� �e��� l�te�� �e����e �����o����e� �ou�d out th�t e��h o� the �h���� �e�e 
�o� �o�th ��out ���� ��d �o the� �e�e �ll �old ��d � �o�e �e����e��le �old��� �h��� ���     
���u��ed ��th the �o�e�� 
 �� ����� �e� �o��hoe do��ted �� old �eed pu�p o����� The top p��t o� the o���� ��d 
l��ht �hel� �e�e �� d���ep��� ��d p��t� �e�e �������� ����t ���ed ���� �� he �ould �e ��ll��� to 
�ep��� �t� ���� ���d he �ould� t� �ut ����t ���ed �� he �ould �to�e �t �t ���� � �e��h�o� � �o� the 
���te�� � �e� �o�th� l�te�� ���� ��lled ����t ��d ���d he h�d �o�eth��� to �ho� h��� �u�e 
e�ou�h� ���� h�d �epl��ed �ll the ��o�e� p��t� ��d �ep���ed the �hel�� The ����l� ��d ������� 
p��t� h�d to �e tu��ed ��d the� �t to�ethe� ��th the o������l p�e�e�� The o������ �ello�� ��d 
ped�l� �e�e �ep���ed �� �oll ������ The �e�u����hed o���� ��� �e�t to �lu� ��d �� u�ed �l�o�t 
d��l� �o� de�o�o��l� �� the the�te� �oo� �� the ����to�� �e�te��  
 The ���du�t �e�ll� �t��ted to �� �he� �o-op �o��t�u��o� �e���� ���� ��d ����t �e�t to � 
�u��e� o� p�o�ee� ��te�� ��e�� Che�te��eld� �d�ho� Th�� �� the �l��e �e��t��e ����� ��d 
���tl��d� �h�o� ���� h�d �e��ed � �e��o� �����o� �t ����l��d ��d ����t h�d ����ted ���tl��d �� 
����� �o� ��de�� ��� ���ed to help dete����e the de��ee o� �u��� loo� �o� �hel���� ��d help 
��th p���t �olo�� �� �ell �� �t�le o� �����et��� �e�e���h �ou�d ��l� p���t �t � ��� �� �o�to�� 
������hu�e��� The �o��d ����ted the ���� �th��� ���e �t Th�� �� the �l��e �e��t��e ����
��d �o� ��de��� ho�e to �ee � �����et th�t h�d the �t�le �e �e�e loo���� �o� �� the �����et�� 
 ���� ���e to �lu� to �e��u�e the �p��e� he �eeded to ��e�te �����et�� �o�� �e pulled out 
��u����� ��� ��d �e�t to �o��� �he� the �����et� �e�e do�e ��d the e��t ��de o� the �����e 
��� �ull� ���� lo�ded up � �o� t�u�� ��d t���le� to �o�e to �lu��   
 The Co-op ��� �e����� �o�ple�o� ��d the �o�t���to�� �oe �u��t ���e u� the �o �he�d to 
���t�ll the �����et�� ���ue ���to� �ould ho�t the ��e� �t he� ho�e� ����t �� ��d �ell  T��lo� 
�o��ed �� the �u� �he� the �����et� �e��� to �e ���t�lled�  �ll the �����et� �e�e p�e-p���ted 
��th � ��� o� ��l� p���t po�de� ��d ��te�� The� ���� �ould ���t�ll the �����et�� The e��t ��ll 

Grant L. & Dell Taylor painting one of 
Jack Powers’ sturdy tables. 
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�a���ets a�d shel���g s�a��ed the s�a�e. �a�k hauled do�� the lo�g seed �ou�te� that 
he had �o��ed f�o� o�e see� �� Cheste��eld s �e�e�al �to�e.  
  �a�k ��eated a �-sha�ed �he�kout �ou�te� a�d the �ou�te� allo�ed fo� a �o��to� a�d 
ke��oa�d set �� ���s �ed �� the �ou�te�. The�e �as �oo� fo� the �o��ute� a�d ����te� u�de� 
the �ou�te�. ��a�t had ��s�ted �ld To�� �a� D�ego a�d had see� ho� the� lo�e�ed the  
�o��to� �� the �ou�te� a�d ��a��ed th�ee s�des, so that �t �as� t as ��s��le to the �u�l�� 
e�e. The� �e�e t����g to kee� �t look��g s.  

�ul�e �o�g�e, ��a�t s ��e�e, a �o�dst�o� t�a��ed �a�age� �o� �o�k��g at �a�o� �ake, 
�a�e a�d hel�ed la�out the �a���ets �� a �o���g g��d.  

���e the Co-o� �as do�e, a ded��a�o� �as held �� ��to�e� of ����. �lde� �a��us �ash, 
�D� Chu��h ��sto�� De�a�t�e�t �a�e to ded��ate the �u�ld��g. The �o����g of the           
ded��a�o�, ��a�t �as ale�ted that �lde� �ash a�d h�s ��fe, �hell�, had �ust a����ed. ��a�t 
�et the� a�d took the� to the f�o�t of the Co-o�, a�d the� �assed th�ough the Douglas 
��� doo�s. �s the� �alked ��, the� sto��ed a�d looked le� a�d ��ght a�d the� �lde� �ash 
tu��ed to ��a�t a�d sa�d ���tla�d. �lde� �ash d�d� t k�o� that the the�e �as the �e�ell 
�. Wh�t�e� �to�e, �ut those �e�e h�s ��st �o�ds. ��a�t a�d h�s ��e� �e�e �eall� �hu�ed that 
�a��e the� had ��eated a l�ke�ess to �hat the� had �o�ked so ha�d fo�.
   Whe� �e �e�e se��g u� the ��deo fo� the Co-o�, �e t��ed to use �deas that had �ee� see� 
at the �o��o� �a�al�o� ��s�to� Ce�te�. The� had o�e �oo� �he�e �ou had �o�ks to s�t o� �� 
a fo�est t��e se��g.  ��othe� �oo� �as the  �ua�te� �aste� ou����g �oo�. �o, �� ou� �l�, 
If these Walls Could Talk, the� a�e talk��g a�out ge��g �ead� to lea�e �a�o�a�, a�d so �e 

Jack Powers installing Co-op cabinets. Erlene Taylor photo.
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��de�� ���t��� �� ��uff ���t  

h�u�ed �� � ����� ��de ���� � �e���� 
�hee����e ���u�ht ������ the ���d �� 
����t ��d h�� ���the� ������ ��h� ��� h�d 
��ed �t �ut ��th ��� the t��������� ��d �t 
��� �u�t the ���ht ���e� The ��te���� h�d � 
���� ����d ����h� �� �e t��ed t� ���e �t ���� 
���e the ��te���� �� � ����� ���� S�e��� 
����ed �� the ��te����� h�d��� � ��de�   
����t�� ��d ��h� ��� ��de t�� ��e�t  
������� ���� d����� ���� �u��t � ��e�t ���� 
�e��h t� ����e d���ted ����ee� t���� ���   
 �e �eeded �e���� ��d �� ���� �e�   

����e�� �e�e ��de�ed ��d ���� ��ed 
� ��u�d ���de� d��� �� the t�� �� 
�e��� ������ the� � ����e ���e 
������t���e� ���� ���� ��de    
���de� ���� ���e� �� ������� ���e� 
th�t �e�e �t���ed ��d u�ed ��� 
�e���� �� ���� ���   
 The ���t �h������� ��e���� 
��� � �h���e� ���te th�t �t�         
�e�e�th the ������ ����t � ������ 
h�d ����ed �h���e�� ��� � �e� �e��� 

��d ����t �e�e��e�ed th�� d��e�ed ���te th�t 
���� �e-��e�ted ���� ����t � �e����� Stuffed 
�h���e�� �e�e �dded ����� ��th � ��u�dt���� �� 

���� ������ ����e� �h��h ������e�t�� ����uded 
�h���e�� ��u������ �t ��� ����ed �� �e��             
t��ethe�� �e ���� ��de t� ��de� � ��u��e �� 
�e��he� th�t ��e u�ed �� the ��the���� ��e� 
�he�e the t������ �h�t�����h� �e��� the ��de�           
��e�e�t�����     
 ���� �����ued t� ���� ��� the ���t� ���e 
the ����e�� ���� ��� �����ed ��th � ���e t���ue 
��d �����ed ����� �e���� ��� �eeded ��� 
���d�� ���ht �t the ���t�  The�e �e�e ���e  

���d��� �h����� �ut �e��he� �e�e �u��t t� t�� ��d 
�ee� the �e���d ����� ���� h�d t� �e-���� the 
�e��he� �e��u�e the� �e�e t�� h��d� �e �dded 
� ���� ��d the� �e�e ����ted ��th the ���� ����t� 
 

Covered wagon in the Co-op. 

Pioneer tools on work bench built by Jack 
Powers. Note the barrel keg with a round 
wooden disc seat & the box used for      
seating that Jack built. Ron Bateman photos. 

�n the gallery ��nd� �loor� Jack Powers                
re-worked the benches and added backs  
because they were too hard. 
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     �the� ��o�e�ts th�t ���� �o��e� o� i��l��e� �esto�i�g � �����o�e th�t �o� ���e�s g��e the 
�o�t �o� the �. �. �e�� ���i�. ���� ��ilt � �o��t �o� � �ell th�t ����t ��o�ght ho�e ��o�    
�e����� �he� he �e�t to get ��go�s �o� the �o�t. A�el ��hl h�� gi�e� ����t the lost ��� 
�ell. The �ell is �� the �it�he� o� the �e����� ��� ��lls �o��e�s to l���h o� to thei� i�e ��e�� 
��e�� �hi�h �l���s �egi�s �t ���� thi�t�� ���o��i�g to ���� �ielso�� se��i�e �issio����.  
���� �lso ���e �o�� to hel� �o� ��o��e� ��il� the �o�t �est�oo�s. ������ ��s g�e�t to 
�o�e �ith ���� o� �ost o� his �isits to the �o�t. 
     The ���et ���i�et ��s �o�e� to the �og �ee��gho�se to ho�se o� �e � ��se �o� � T� 
�o�ito� th�t �o�l� �e �se� �o� o�e��o� o� �isito�s. The ���et ho�se� ele�t�o�i� e��i��e�t 
��� g��e � ��se to the �o�ito�. A�� o� the �i�eos ��� �e �ie�e� o� th�t �o�ito�.   
     �i�� ���o�s ��� ����t �e�e �o��i�g o� the ���io �ess�ges �o� the ���i�s ��� othe�        
lo���o�s ��o��� the �o�t. �i�� h�� �o��� the �o��o�e�ts �o� the so��� s�ste�s �o� e��h o� 
the ���i�s ��t �ee�e� � �o� to ��t the� i�. ���� ��� �i�� got togethe� ��� too�                
�e�s��e�e�ts. ���� �lso ��ilt �oo�e� s���o���s �o� the s�e��e�s �oth i�si�e ��� o�t. ���� 
��ilt � s��ll to��h ��� th�t �i�� ���e� ���o�s to th�t ��e �se� to ��sh the l��g��ge o� �o�� 
�hoi�e ��� he�� � �ess�ge �t the �o�t. The� �e�e st�i�e� ��� �le��e� i� �ith the histo�i�               
s���o���i�gs.               
     ����t �o��e� th�t the �og �ee��gho�se h�� �ee� t���e� i�to � �i�eo �oo�. �e��i�e     
�issio���ies h�� ���lie� 
�l���-o�t to the �i��o�s 
��� � s��ee� ��s            
�e����e�tl� ��lle� �o�� 
to sho� the �i�eos to ��s 
g�o��s. ����t h�� se��e� i� 
the ��lt ���e Te��le �s �� 
o�g��ist ��� he tol� ���� 
��� �i�� ���o�s ho� T� 
�o�ito�s �e�e hi��e� i� 
the �ost��� ��ili�g ��� 
�he� t��i�i�g ��s �ei�g 
hel�� the �o�ito�s �o�l� h�����li��ll� ��ise �� ��� the ��ese�t��o� ��s ���e. �i�� ��� ���� 
�e�t to �o�� o� the i�e�. �i�� �o��� the li� ��� ���� s��ee�e� it i� �  �ost���-loo�i�g ���i�et 
th�t ��s �l��e� i� the �og �ee��gho�se. A �o�ito� ��s �lso  i�st�lle� i� the ���i�et. The 
�e�otes �e�e ���essi�le to the �issio���ies ��� the �og �ee��gho�se �et���e� to its
o�igi��l ����ose. �l�e� �e��l� ���� o��e s�i� th�t the �og �ee��gho�se ��s � �e�� s���e� 
�l��e.   
     �he� ���� t���e� ��� �i�� ��� �o��ie ��� ����t ��� ������ �e�t to �hi��-fil-A to          
�ele���te. ������ �l���s li�e� to t�l� �ith othe� g�ests ��� se�e��l �ie��o�t �igh ��hool 
�i�s ���e i� to e�t. �he� the �ele���te�s �e�e �o�e� the� �e�i�e� to si�g ����� �i�th���
to ����. The high-s�hoole�s �oi�e� i� ��� �e�e �le�te� to the ���e to e�� the so�g �ith. 
     ���� ��� ������ �o�e� to ����i�gto� �eg��� �o�se �e��e�e�t �o����it� ��� so ���� 
sol� o� ���h o� his e��i��e�t� so�e �o�i�g to the �e�l� e�����e� �l�� �o�t �ho�. ����   
l�te� �o�e� to li�e �ith his ���ghte�� ��th�i�e ����s i� ������. ������ st��e� o� �t �eg��� i� 
thei� �e�o�� ���e ��it. ���� ��sse� ���� i� ����. 

Movie being shown using the Log Meetinghouse rostrum.        
 Alan Peterson photo from Bluff  Fort video. 

128



�ode�� ���to�� o� ���� �o�t  

 ����t ��d ���� �o����ed to ����h to�ethe� �� o�e� �� ��e �e����ed. ���� t���� ��� �� 
������� ���� �o�t �o��e� �o�. �t �o��d h��e �ee� ��� to �e�o�d the �o��d �eet o� ����e� 
��d �e�d �o��d th�t ���� ��e�ted �� �e��od �����t��e �o� ���� �o�t. �t � ��� to ���� ��o��d the 
�o�t ��d �ee ��� o� h�� h��d��o��. �o� ��� ���o he�� ���� �t t�o o� the ��d�o �e����e�� the 
��te� �hee� ��d �o���e�t �����. ���� � ��t��e �o��e �dd� to the �to��e� th�t he te���. 
 �� ��� o� ����� the ���t �o���tee�� �t the �o�t ��the�ed �o� � �o���e o� d��� to h��e � 
��deo �e�o�d ��de o� the�� e��e��e��e� �t ���� �o�t. ���� ��d h�� �o� ���e to the e�e�t. ���� 
�e�e��e�� ����� �t d���e� ���o�� ��o� �oe ��d ��th�ee� �o�e��o�. �oe �� ���t � �e����� ���d 
o� ��� ��d ���� d�d� t �e����e ���� ��te� �� the �e�� th�t �oe h�d �o�t����ted �o ���h to the 
����d��� o� ���� �o�t ��d h�d ���d �o� ���h o� the ����e� th�t he h�d t���ed ��to h��to�� �o� 
���� �o�t. 
 �� ����t ��d ���� �e�e �e����� ��e� the ��deo e�e�t� ����t �����ed ��o��d the �hed to 
t��de �o�t�o ���d� �o� �o�e ���� �o�t �oo��e�. ���d� ����eto�� the d��e�to� ��� t����� to 
t��� o� the ��deo ���ee� th�t h�d �ee� �dded �e����e o� �o��d. �he�e ��� � ��� ��d �  
�o��� ��th � ����e� the�e ��d ����t t��ed to ��� the�� ������ ��e ��th � �to��. �he� to�d 
h�� th�t the� h�d ����ted ��th � �e�� ���e ��� o�t o� the �o�t ��o�e�t�. �e h�d to�d the� the 
�ho�e �to��. �he� ���d th�t he h�d to�d the� ��o�t ho� he h�d ����t �o�t o� the �o�t          
�����t��e. ����t ���ed��te�� ��e� the� h�d �ee� t������ ��th ���� �o�e��. �e ��� ������ 
�ood �o� � �to��� ��t he �e���� �o�ed to �ee ��d �ho� o� h�� e�o�t� �t ���� �o�t. 
  ���� t���� ��� o�e o� ���� �o�t � ������e�. ��� ��e� ���������h�� ��d �o�e o� ���� �o�t 
t���� ���� ���e o� �t the �o�t. �t h�d to �e �� ������� ��o�e�t to �e�o�e ���o��ed ��th� ��d to 
�e o� �o ���h ����e ��th h�� �o�t�����o��. �e ��e ���e th�t h�� �o�t ������ ���� ����� �o�th the 
��e������ o� �e��e�. �e �o�e �o�� ����� 
 

 
 ����� ����o� ����ed ����� � �o�e to ����e �� o�de� �o� �o�e h��d���t�. ���� ��d �e�� 
����o� �e�e �e����� �t ����� � �o�e �t the ��e. ���� ����e�ed the ����. ����� to�d ���� the 
�to�� o� ���� �o�t ��d the �o�e �� the �o�� e��ed��o�. ����� ����ted he� ��d he� h�����d to 
�o�e to ���� ��e� the� �e�e �e�e��ed. ���� ��d �e�� ���e to ���� ��d �oo� �e�� �e���e 
���o��ed �� d��e�e�t �o�� ��o�e�t� �t the �o�t. �e�� ���o ��o��ht ��o�� h�� ��othe�� ����t ��d 
h�� ���e� ���e�e.   
 ����� �o��d o�t ��o�t ����t � �����t� to ����t.  
����t h�d �o��ed �o� the ��� �h���h ����t           
�e���t�e�t �o� � ����e� o� �e���. ����t �e��� 
������� ����� to ���de ����to�� ��o��d the �o�t. 
�he� ����t ����ted ����� �o� e��h ������ �����.   
�dd��o��� ����� �����ded the �e��e� �o��et� ����d��� 
����� e�te��o� ����to� ����� ��th ���o��� ��d the  
����e�t ���� �e��o�e� ����to��. �t ��� ��t��ted o� 
the ��o�e�t� ���e o� the �o�th ��de o� the �o�t �� 
the �e��e� ����� o� ���h��� ���. 
 �he� the �o-o� ��� �e����� �o���e�o�� 
����t ��d �e�� �e�e ����ted to ����t the �����et�� 

Grant L., Mary and Dell Taylor.  Erlene Taylor photo. 
129



Bluff Fort Historic Site sign.  Alan Peterson photo from Bluff  Fort video.

Grant L. Taylor made all 
the signs for the Fort & 
gold-leafed the safe. His 
brother Dell assisted.  
Erlene Taylor & LaRue 
Barton above center.

Dell & Grant L. Taylor used milk 
paint on all the furniture and    
shelving. Photos courtesy of  Erlene Taylor.

The San Juan Co-op sign was painted at 
Taylors’ home. Below is first visitor center 
sign outside the current sewing building.
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�ode�� ���to�� o� �l�� �o�t  

�� the Co-o�� �he� �o��ed ��th the �o�de�ed ��l� �a��t a�d �ate� to �o�e �� ��th the     
de���ed ��te���t� o� �olo�� a�d �a��t �olo�� �e all ����ed at �a��e � a�d a��e�ted he�         
ho���tal�t�� �he� a��l�ed a ��eat ��o�ee�-loo���� �ta�� to the �o��te�� �o� the �a���et� that 
�a�� �o�e�� had ���lt� ��a�t �ade �o�e ��all ����� to ��t o� the to� �a�l o� �a���et� to tell 
���to�e�� �hat ��od��t� �e�e a�a�la�le�  
 C�a�� �����o�� o� ���� �o��� Ca��� o�e�ed 
�� a� old �o�t ���e �a�e� ��a�t �� de��ded that �t 
�eeded �o�e �old �l���ee a�d a �a��ted �l�� 
�o�t o� the ��o�t� �he ��al ���� that ��a�t   
�a��ted �a� the o�e to �o o� the �a�e o� the     
Co-o� �to�e� �h�� too� �o�e �oa�d d�������o�� 
��t �he� ��all� ���talled all �e�e �lad to ha�e �t 
the�e� ��a�t a�d �ell �o�ld ����t the �o�t ��o� 
��e to ��e a�d �o�ld ����� the�� ����he� to 
to��h �� the ����� the� had �a��ted�   
 �a�� a�d ��le�e �e�e ��eat at hel���� �� the 
��t�he� a�d �a���� ���e e�e��o�e �a� �ell     
����ted� ��le�e ��o��ht he� �a�e�a ea�h ��e 
the� �a�e� �he �o���led the� ��to � e�t�a-la��e �hoto al����� �a�� o� the �hoto� �e�e 
��a��ed �� �o� �ate�a� a�d ���l�ded �� th�� h��to���  
 

 
 ��a�t had �ee� �o����� ��th �e��� ���d� d��e�to� o� ��� ���to��� ��te�� �e��� had told 
��a�t to �teal ��o� the �e�t� �ea���� that �e �ho�ld ta�e the �e�t �dea� ��o� othe� ����to� 
��te� that �e had ����ted� �he� the �o�t �a� �o����� o� �dea� �o� a �l�ed ��e�e�ta�o�� �e��� 
����e�ted a t��� to the �a� ��e�o �o��o� �a�al�o� ����to� Ce�te� �� �ld �o��� �a� ��e�o� 
���a a�d ��a�t headed o� a�d ����ted the Ce�te�� �he� �at�hed the �l� ��e�e�ta�o� a     
�o��le o� ��e� ��th d��e�e�t do�e�t�� �he �-�oo� ��o��e���o� told the �to�� o� the �o��o� 
�a�al�o� �� a �e�� e��a���� �a�� ��a�t � ��eat ��a�d�athe� o� h�� �athe� � ��de had �e��ed �� 
Co��a�� ��  
 �e��� told �� that th�� ��� ����to� ��te had �o�e �o��e��e� ����to�� tha� a�� othe� ��te �� 
the Ch���h h��to��� ��te�� �he �a�d the ��te�a����t� a�d �e��o�al�t� o� ea�h o� the do�e�t� 
�ade �t a �eal ����e���  
 �he ����e�ted that ��a�t �o�ta�t �a�� Coo�� a �o��e� Ch���h e��lo�ee� �ho had ����e� 
�a�� o� the �����t� �o� the�� ��te�� ��a�t �e�t to ����t �a�� a�d �eal��ed that �a�� �a� a       
�olle�e �h�� ��o� ���� �a�� a�d ��a�t tal�ed a�o�t the �to�� o� the �ole �� the �o��         
��o�ee�� a�d �a�� �a�d that the �o��at at �a� ��e�o �o��ed �e�e� tha� a�� �����t he had 
����e��  �e a��e�ted the ta�� o� ������ a �����t� 
 ��� ��a�e �a� l���ted a�d �o �e �o��ed o� th�ee �e�a�ate a�ea� to tell the �to���         
����d��� the �e�t th��d o� the Co-o� �a�� �oo� loo�ed l��e a �eal �o�����l�t�� �a�� a�d �ta�la 
��ea�� had ���t ����ed o� a� Ch���h �e����e �����o�a��e�� �a�� a�d �ta�la a��eed to �o�e �� 
�e���a�� ���� to �a�e the d�����o��� 
 �� the �����t ��o��e��ed� d�������o� �a� held a�o�t a d��e�to� �o� the �l�� �e��� C�a�e�� 
a�d �C Ch���te��e� �e�e a���oa�hed� �a�� ����e�ted �la� �ete��o�� o� �l���� �ea� ��l��� a� a 

Pioneer Orchard sign painted by 
Grant L. Taylor. 
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�ossi�l� di���to�. Ala� li��d i� ��a�t s �a�d i� ���t���ill�. ��all �o�ld. A ��i�� �as a����d  
u�o�. Ala� ���t to �o�� o� ��odu��o�� a�d ��a�t a�d �i�a ���t to �o�� �aisi�� �u�ds ��o� 
�o���so�� ���l�s� a�d �ill��s �o� t�� ���s��ta�o�. 
 A��� �u�t��� dis�ussio�� �a�� tal��d a�out t�� a�ou�t o� �o��ut��i�a�o� t�at �ould �� 
���d�d to �u� t�� �id�o. �a�� su���st�d t�at ��a�t �all �i�� �a�o�s� a �o���� ��� Audio Visual 
���lo���.  ��a�t �a�� �i�� a �all.  
 �ust t�o ����s �a�li�� �i�� a�d �o��i� �ad ��tu���d ��o� a �oad t�i� to �ali�o��ia.  �� 
t�is t�i� t��� �ad ���� list��i�� to a �oo� o� ta�� �� �ld�� ���ald �u�d� ��� ��dau�t�d.
���� �i�� tal��d to �o��i� a�out ����� i��ol��d� s�� ��all� t�ou��t �� �ould �a�� �u� 
��l�i�� us at �lu� �o�t. 
 �i�� a�d �o��i� �a�� to �lu� a�d loo��d o��� t�� s�a�� a�d ���a� �o��i�� �it� �a�� 
���a�s �it� �is AV ���ds i� t�� s�a��. ��� ��a�i�� �as �oi�� u�. �i�� �as �i��� a s�all �los�t 
u�d�� t�� stai�s �it� ��ou�� �l��t�i�it�. �� �as also �i��� �a�t� �la���� as to ��at �is       
�o��ta�� ���ds �i��t ��.  
 ���� �t����s too� a ��o�osal to t�� �ta� �tat� ���islatu��. �� told t��� ou� sto�� a�d 
�o� i� ����� t�� �issio� �ad as��d �o� ������ to ��l� �it� �oad �uildi�� �����s�s. �� said 
t�at si��� �� �ad� t �o�� �a�� a�d as��d �o� addi�o�al �u�di�� �o� o��� ��� ��a�s t�at �� 
���� �o� as�i�� �o� �o��� �o� t�� �o��ut�� �l��t�o�i� �a�t o� ou� ���s��ta�o�. ����  
a�a�d�d us �������� �al� o� ��at �� as��d �o�.  
 �i�� s�o���d ��ll. �� �o� ��a�s �ad ���t �is s�ills s�a�� �� a���di�� t�� ��t���a�o�al 
�o�su��� �l��t�o�i�s s�o� i� �as V��as. �i�� �as a�l� to ��t all t�� ��ui����t �� ���d�d 
�o� �������. �t i��lud�d� s��a���s� su��oo���s� t�o �V �o�ito�s� �o��ut��s� a��li���s� 
�as������ �i� d�i���s a�d a �ool�� �o� t�� �los�t. �i�� �o���d �it� �a�� ���a�s ����� t�� 
�i�i�� ����� �� ���d�d it. �i�� also �o���d o� sou�d d�ad��i�� to �i�i�i�� sou�d �l��d 
i�to t�� ad�oi�i�� �oo�s. �a�� i�stall�d t�� d�ad��i�� ��odu�t a�d t��� i� �oo� �� �o����d 
it �it� �u�la�. ��� ��odu�t �as also i�stall�d ��t���� ��ili�� �oists.   
 �i�� a�d �is so�� �o�l� �a�� to �o�� o� t�� i�stalla�o�.  Ala� �a�� us a ���at �id�o a�d so 
�oo� �� ���a�� t�� �al�i�� �all li�� �a� �i��o. �o������ �� �ad� su�� t�at ou� �id�o 
��a�a�t��s �ad a s��ia �olo�a�o� li�� t�� ot��� sta�� ��otos o� �ot� �alls. �t is �o�� o� a   
su���is� ���� A���� sta�ts to s�o��. A���� ���a�� �uit� a ��a�a�t��. �� �o���u�d to sta�t 
s�o�i�� i�t���i���tl� o� �is o�� a��o�d. �i�� a�d ��� �ilso� t�i�d to �ut� �i� a �u���� o� 
���s. ��� �id�o �as �o��a��d i� su�� a �a� t�at t�� �V �o�ito� �ould ��st o� its sid� a�d 
�as �idd�� i� t�� �all. A s�all �u�o� �as �i��d to ��� u� t�� s�st��. �i��� �ou�tdo��s a�d 
d�la��d s�it��i�� ���� add�d usi�� �as������ �i�� a� �l��t�o�i� �o�t�ol s�st�� t�at �osts 
l�ss t�a� ����. �a�� a�d Ala� �o���d to��t��� to ��t t�� �i��t �o��at �o� �a�� o� t�� �oo�s.   
��i�all�� t�� ��d �oo� �as �ostl� audio� �ut �� ��ali��d t�at �isito�s �a�t�d it �o�� �isual 
a�d so addi�o�al �o��� �as �ais�d� a�d Ala� ���t �a�� to ��is is t�� �la�� ���ita�� �a�� to 
�l� t�� s�����t� ��i�� i��lud�d a �a�o� a�d a �u�� �oa�d� a�d �l�i�� �as also do�� i� t�� 
��u���.   
 ��o�� o� �ood� �ut t�� �o��ut��i��d s�st�� t�at �i�� ���at�d �as ���� �o��i�� a�out 
��� o� t�� ���.   
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��de�� �is���� �� �lu� ����  

����� ����� �������� 
     �i�� �gu�ed �u� a s�u�d s�s�e� �ha� �as i�s�alled i� ea�h �� �he �a�i�s. ��a�� had ��ied  
usi�g a �ell �h��e s�s�e� �� �la� �a�� �e���ded s���� s��i��s a� ea�h �� �he �a�i�s. �he s�s�e� 
did� � ���� g�ea� �e�ause �� s���� �ell se��i�e i� �lu�� �lus i� �as i� �he �egi��i�g �� �ell 
�h��es a�d s� ��u �e�e �ha�ged �� �he �i�u�e used i�s�ead �� ha�i�g a �h��e. ��� �i�� s 
li�le s�s�e� see�ed li�e �he ti��e�. �a�� �uil� li�le ���es �ha� ��uld h�use �he ������e��s �� 
�he s�s�e� a�� a�d �la��a�� u�i�. �a�� als� �uil� li�le ���de� ���es �i�h a �e�al s��ee� �� 
h�use ea�h �� �he li�le s�ea�e�s. �he �h�le s�s�e� ��� ea�h �a�i� ��s�s less �ha� ����.                           
 ���i��s �a�e ���� dia�ies� le�e�s� �a�il� s���ies� �� ��a��. ���e �he s��i��s �e�e edi�ed 
��� ����e���ess a�d le�g�h� �he� �e ��u�d s��e��e �� �e���d �he �essage. �a��ie� �a���� s 
g�ea� g�a�ddaugh�e� �a��a�ed �he �a���� s��i��. �i��ie �a��e� �ead �he �li�a �es���e� �edd 
���i�� a�d ��a�� had his s�� a�d ��� g�a�ds��s �ell �he s���ies �ha� he had ��i�e� ��� �e��ge 
����s ��ee a��e�di� ��� a ���e ����le�e se� �� s��i��s a�d ide�ti��ati�� �� �he ��i�es�.  
     �i�� a�d ��a�� �e�� �� �he ��ad �e���di�g �he �essages i� ��glish� ���i�g �� ��d �a�il� de�
s�e�da��s �� ��ie�ds �� �he ���� �� �e���d �he �essages. �he� �i�� ��uld �a�e �he �e���di�gs 
a�d edi� �he� sea�lessl� ��ge�he� a�d �u�� �he� ���� a �� �a�d �ead� ��� i�s�allati��.       
�e��i�e �issi��a�ies hel�ed �u� �he �i�es a�d hide �he s�s�e�s i� ea�h �� �he  �a�i�s. �a�� als� 
�uil� li�le ���de� �u��� �ads �ha� had se�e� h�les. �i�� a�d ��a�� h��ed �� �e���d �he  
�essages i� ��he� la�guages. �he s�s�e� ����ed g�ea� a�d s� ��he� ��ie�ds �e�e ��u�d �� 
��a�sla�e �he s��i��s i��� ��e��h� �e��a�� ��alia�� ��a�ish� a�d i� ���� �hi�ese.            
     �isi���s �e�e s� glad �� ���e a�d hea� �he s���ies i� �hei� �ati�e ���gue. �his �ea�� a huge 
a��u�� �� �a� h�u�s �� �e���di�g a�d �he� editi�g. �i�� �u��ed �ultili�gual i� �he ����ess 
�e�ause i� �as ha�d �� �u� a�d �as�e �he s��i�� �he� he did� � ���� �he la�guage. �i�� �as 
�lessed a�d �he �� �a�ds �e�� ge��g u�g�aded a�d h�les �e�e �lled �he�e �essages had 
�ee� �issed. �he� �he s��i��s a�e all ��i��ed �u� a�d i� ��e �ile� �he� a�e ��e� ��e i��h �hi��.      
      �e als� ����ed �i�h �a���� ��a���ee� di�e���� a�d ���du�e� �� �he ����ssi�le ��u��e��
a d��u�e��a�� a��u� �he ��le i� �he ����. �is s��i�� �as als� ��a�sla�ed �i�h ��i�e�           
e��edded ���ds as �ell. �h�se �e���di�gs �e�e ��ea�ed i� �a���� s �ase�e��. ��e �igh� 
�a���� had �� g� as� his �eigh��� �� s��� ���i�g his la��� ����isi�g �� ��ish i� a�e� �e 
�e�e d��e �e���di�g.   
     ��a�� s ��a�d�a �l��d ����s had �isi�ed �u���e i� ����. �l��d had ��� e����ed �ha� ��i� s� 
�u�h �e�ause he ��uld� � u�de�s�a�d �he la�guages. ��a�� �el� �ha� i� �u� i��e��ati��al       
�isi���s �e�e �el���ed �i�h �hei� la�guage �ha� �he� ��uld ha�e a �u�h �e�e� ti�e lea��i�g 
�he s���ies �� �he ��le i� �he ����. ��a�� ���ugh� d��� �he ��e��h ��� �� �a���� s �ide� 
�he� �he ��a� �e��e� �as �he �isi��� �e��e�. �e �e�e��e�ed �he �a�es �� �he ��� ��e��h 
��u�les as �he� �ega� �� hea� �he s���� i� �hei� la�guage. �he� �e�e s� �leased. �he�e is still 
��e ���e �u��� le� �ha� is ��e�. �till �� �e de�e��i�ed �ha� la�guage. 
     �i�� a�d �a�� ����ed ��ge�he� �� ���e ����e��s. �i�� hid �he s�u�d ��� i� a �edes�al �ha� 
�he ��as�us ���� �us� �es�s ��. �he �las�e� �us� �as d��a�ed �� �he ���� �� ���h� �ai��a��s.   
     �i�� a�d �a�� �u� �hei� heads ��ge�he� �he� ��a�� �a��ed a ��s��u� �uil� �� h�use a �� 
���i��� �� sh�� �he �l�s i� �he ��g �eeti�gh�use.  ��a�� had see� a si�ila� �hi�g i� �he 
�ha�el �� �he �al� �a�e �e��le. �he �� ���i���s �e�e �� ei�he� side �� �he ��diu� a�d ��uld 
�e �alled �� �ise u� �he� �eeded ��� leade�shi� ��ai�i�g.   
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 ���� �e�t t� ���� a�d ����d a �e��te�� d���e� h�d�a���� ��� that the �� ����d �e ���ted 
t�. �e a�� ����ted �� �a�� � �a�a�e ��th the ����t�� a� �e�� a�d �� a �����e �� �ee�� �a�� 
had �����eted the �a���et that h���ed the ���te�. �h�� �ea�t that the ���d��� �� the ��� 
�ee���h���e ����d �e ��e� t� ���ht a�d a� ��d ���ee� ����d �� a�a�. �he ����t�� �a� �a��e 
�� �he� ���e� ���e t� the ���t� ��t �et���ed t� ������� ���e the ��� �ee���h���e �et�ee� 

�h������. 
 ���� ����d a ��dd�� �e� ������ �� ����.  �e� had 
����ed ��th �a�� ��� a �h��t ��e ��th ��� ��d��    
����a�. �e� had the� ���e �� t� de���� e�e�t������ 
��th �a����d �����ee����. �he a�����e� ��ed �� 
���t �a�e�-da� �a��t �a�d �ha�e�� �a� de����ed �� 
�e� a�d ���d��ed �� �a����d �����ee����.  
 �e� �a�e t� ���� a�d he��ed ���� ��ea� �� ���e 
th���� �� the ����t��� �e�te� a�d �a� a�a�ed at the 

���te� that �e had �� ����� �tah. �he� ������ed t� 
��d �a�� t� �a�e the ���te� �e�e�. �he� added ����td��� ��e�� ��� the ��de� ��e�e�ta�
���. ���h��� the ����� at the ���t��e �a�� a��� t���� �� the �a�� ����d� �� ���� ��. �t 
�he��� t� �ee �� the ����e�t�� �� ��� �� �� �t ha� ��ed ��t. �t ���� t��� �t �� �� �t � �ead� t� �� a� 
the ����� ������� th����h the � �����. ���ht� d�� a�d ���e �a�� �� �he� the ����e �e���� 
a�d e�d�. �t �� �ea��� a� a�a������ �����e� ��t �����e ���te�. ���� a�d �e� the� �e�a�e ��� 
���d��e��. 
 �e d� ha�e t� �e���� �����e a�d h�� ���de���� �he �a� t� the ��e�� that �a�e t� 
���� at the ���t. �����e a�d ���� ����d ��ad �� �a�t ��a���e� �� �ea��. �he a�d ���� �e�e 
a�a���� �a� �a��e��. �he ����d �a�� a ����h t� eat �� the �a� �h��e t�a�e����� ���a��� e��    
�a�ad �a�d���he��  ������� a�d �a�da��� ��a��e� �ee�ed. ����e�� �����ded �e���e� a�d 
���e� ��eat ����� a�d ���t ���d ���d. �he t��� ���h ��eat �a�e �� ���� �a���� ���e that he had 
h�� the���� ���ed ��th ���� ��d �� ���eth��� ���d t� d����. ���� ����d �et �� at � a� a�d 
the� ����d head �� t� ���� �� ���� �� ���� �� that he ����d d� th���� �� the ��-�� �e���e 
����t��� �a�e. ��a�t ����d �� ��e� a���t ���� a�d the� the� ����d ���e �a�� ��� ��ea��a�t 
at ���� a�d the� �a�� ��� ��a�e� �ee��� at ����. �t �a� ���te a ��hed��e. 
 

 
 �� the ��a�d �e�a� the ����e�� �� t����� t� ����e ��t h�� t� te�� the �t��� a�d �hat t� 
����d� �te�e ���e�� �a�t �h���h ���t���a�� a�d ��de� ����� ��a�e�� �a�e t� ���� �� a���t 
����. ��a�� had ����ted the� a�d �et �� the �ee���. ��a�� �h��ed the� a����d.  �te�e �a�e 
the ����da��� ���e �ea��� ��eat ad���e �� the �e�������. �e �a�d that �e �eeded t� t�eat 
���d� d��ated t� the ����da��� ��th �a�e a�d that �e �h���d ���ee�e e�e�� �e��� d��ated. 
 �he� te����� the �t���� d�� t te�� �t ��t t�� t� e��a�e ����t���. �e �a�d that ����t��� ����d 
���e a�a� ��th a ���h ��eate� �ee���� a�d ��de��ta�d��� �� the ��e� a�d the��                    
dete����a��� t� ������ a ����het �� ��d.   
 �te�e a��� �a�d that �a�� ��a��e� ���e��� t�� t� te�� t�� ���� �� a �t���. �e �a�d that �e 
�h���d �h���e a �e���d t� te�� the �t��� a�d ����e�ted that �e �h���e ���t �� �ea��          
�����-�����.  �e ��a��ed that �� te����� a �h��t ��e �e���d that �e ����d ����� the �t��� a�d 
that ��� ta�e a�a� ����d �e ���h ea��e� t� ��de��ta�d. 

Ben Wilson, electronics expert. 
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�ode�� ��sto�� of �lu� �o�t  

 Ste�e sa�d that �t �ould a�tuall� �e �e�e� �ot to tu�� the ��o�e�t o�e� to the Chu��h      
�e�ause �e �ould �e-��eate the �o�t �u�h faste�. �e sa�d that the Chu��h �as fo�us��g o�  
�e�elato�� s�tes a�d that Co�e �o�t� the ���gha� �ou�g W��te� �o�e� �a�o� �a��l�� �o�e�     
�a��� s Co�e a�d a fe� othe�s �e�e the o�l� e��e��o�s. �e �ou�seled us to kee� the     
g�eatest deg�ee of h�sto���al a��u�a�� as d��e�e�t ��o�e�ts �a�e alo�g. 
 �e also st�essed that �useu�s su�h as ou�s get lost �� t����g to tell too �u�h h�sto��.  
�ee���g the ��s�to�s �� ���d �as �eall� ���o�ta�t. So� ��o�e�ts l�ke the �est �est�oo�s �� Sa� 
�ua� Cou�t�� �ook�es a�d ��e ��ea�� �e��hes a�d shade all �a�e out of th�s d�s�uss�o�. Ste�e 
�eall� hel�ed �o�e the ��o�e�t alo�g. 
 The l�st of hel�e�s �s ��e�� lo�g. �e��� �u�d� d��e�to� of �hu��h h�sto��� s�tes �e�a�e     
���ol�ed at the �e�� �eg�����g �� ����. She hel�ed us dete����e ho� �a�� �a���s ��ght �e 
�u�lt. ��a�g a�d ��a�t �ould �egula�l� �eet ��th �e���� so she �e�a�e a� ���alua�le �esou��e 
kee���g the ��o�e�t o� task.  
     �e��� ga�e g�eat ad���e ���lud��g �hoos��g a �e��od of h�sto�� to �o�e� that �ould �est tell 
the sto��. She sa�d that �e should steal �deas f�o� the �est ��s�to� s�tes �e had see�. ��a�t 
a�d ���a had �ee� a�le to see a �u��e� of s�tes �� the�� t�a�els �efo�e �e�o���g ���ol�ed 
��th �lu� �o�t. �e��� talked to us a�out the ���o�ta��e of �est�oo�s a�d �a�e to �lu� to 
hel� us �gu�e out the �ost st�ateg�� �la�e fo� a �est�oo� that �ould also a��o��odate �uses 
�u��kl�. Stud�es �e�e �ade o� ��s�to�s a��l��es to l�ste� a�d lea��� a�d �ladde�s �e�e �a�t of 
that lea����g. We had talked a�out a ��dse��o� lo�a�o� �he� �e �e�e th��k��g a�out 
�e���g �a���s a�d �e��� �as �eeded to hel� the �oa�d u�de�sta�d the �h� s a�d �he�e s.
 ��a�t had told �e� ��kles a�out �e��� s hel� ��th the �est�oo� a�d �ok��gl� told h�� �t 
�as �efe��ed to as the �e��� �u�d �e�o��al �est�oo�. �f �ou�se� the sto�� got �a�k to   
�e���. ��a�t �as �e�� �o��e��ed that th�s ��ght o�e�d �e���� �ut she had told othe�            
h�sto��a�s of th�s g�eat ho�o�. � s�all �la�ue �as �ade a�d ��stalled �et�ee� the �est�oo� 
doo�s �� ���� �efo�e �e��� s �e��e�e�t. She sa�d she �as �e�� �leased to �e �e�e��e�ed.  
     �e��� st�essed the a��u�a�� of �essages �la�ed a�ou�d the �o�t. �e�ause of th�s ad���e  
sto��es �e�e �he�ked �� a ��oade� g�ou� to �ake su�e the� �e�e h�sto���all� �o��e�t �efo�e 
�e��g used �� so�e �a� to tell the sto�� at the �o�t. �e��� �e��e�ed the s����t a�d �ade     
sugges�o�s fo� the �o��e���deo ��ese�ta�o�  If These Walls Could Talk. She had told us to 
ask �a�� Cook �f he ��ght hel� us ���te ou� s��ee� �la�.  
     �e��� �e�a�e a g�eat �esou��e to �ou��e �deas o�. I� o�e �ho�e �o��e�sa�o� ��th ��a�t she 
sa�d that she e��o�ed �o�k��g ��th us �e�ause �e l�ste�ed to he� ad���e a�d �a� ��th �t. �e��� sa�d 
that �� he� �� �ea�s of h�sto�� tell��g e��e��e��e that so�e �eo�le had asked fo� ad���e a�d the� 
told he� that �t �ould� t �o�k. �e��� s hel� ke�t the �oa�d toe��g the l��e so that �e d�d� t go 
o� �ase. 
     �e��� e��ou�aged the use of a ha�d�ook so that gu�del��es f�o� the �oa�d �e�e follo�ed �� 
se����e ��ss�o�a��es. �e�ause of he� e��ou�age�e�t� �e a��uall� �e��e� the �lu� �o�t �a�d�ook 
�ak��g su�e that �e �o���ue to �o�e �� the d��e��o� the �oa�d has de��ded. 
     �e��� �u�d �e��ed �� �e�e��e� of ����. ��a�t �as a�le to s�t do�� ��th he� a�d tha�k he� fo� 
he� ��sdo� a�d gu�da��e. �e��� told h�� �hat a �leasu�e �t had �ee� �o�k��g ��th the Ta�lo� 
��othe�s a�d �lu� �o�t. ��a�t asked he� �h� she had stu�k ��th the�� a�d she �e���ded h�� that 
�e had l�ste�ed a�d �he�e �oss��le follo�ed he� ad���e as a lo�g-��e h�sto���al ��ofess�o�al.   
�e��� ga�e ��a�t he� �e�so�al �ho�e �u��e� a�d e-�a�l so she �o���ues to �e a �esou��e to the 
�ou�da�o�.  
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Service missionaries with Elder & Sister Dieter 
�chtdorf in ���� at Bluff Fort. 

�e�er����e�er��������r��e�������e����r�������e������r����������er-��������������e������e����e�
��r���������������������r��������e�����e����e�����eer������e���������������er���������err��
�e�����e����e�����������r������e����������������er���e�er����������r�������e���������������
�������e�����er���e�e������������r������e��������e������e���������������eer��������������er�
�e�r���������r����r�����re���r�������r��������r��������e�������e��������������er�����e��ee��
���er���r����������������e�����e���e������������-�������������������������������e�������
�����������������er�����������r��e���������������er����e������������������er������e�����
����������e����e���r������re���e��������e����������e��r������e���r�����er����������e���
�re���re���e��������e��r��e�������� 

Several General Authorities of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints have visited the Bluff Fort over the years.  

Elder Steven E. Snow speaking at Bluff Fort in 
����. �e dedicated the two Montezuma Creek  
panels near Monument Plaza. 

Elder LeGrand R. Curtis Jr.     
visited the Fort in ����. 

Craig Roring & Elder Marcus 
B. Nash at the Bluff Fort Co-op 
dedication �cto�er ��� ����. Corinne Roring photo. 
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�o�e�� ��sto�� o� ��u� �o�t  

 
     �o� ���e�s ��s ��t�o�u�e� to ����t ��� ����� �� �te�e ��se�� �o� ��� �o��e� �� t�e ��� 
��sto����� �e���t�e�t ��s ��o�e ���e� ��t� �o� s �o�st�u��o� e��e��e��e� �e t���e� ��out  
st��������o� o� t�e ���to� ����� ��� ��s�e� t��t �e �ou�� ���e �e�u��t t�e o�� se��o� �o� us�  
�e �e��e� us ��u�e out �o� to �u���s� �����s ��� o�e�e� su��es�o�s o� ��o�u�ts to use to 
st������e t�e �����s� �o� ��s ���e to o�e� so�e �te�s ���e� to t�e ��u��� to �e�� us �e�o��te 
ou� �����s� �e ��ou��t � ��� �o�� to ��u� ��t� � �u��e� o� �te�s ����u���� ����ues t��t �e 
���e to us out o� ��s �e�so��� �o��e��o�� ���� �o�e�s ��� ��s so� �e��e� ����� ���e to so�e o� 
t�e �te�s� ���� ��� too� � �o� ��t� � �u��� o� �o�e�s ��� � se�t ��� ��e� � �ou��e o� �e��s �t 
�etu��e� �e-�sse���e�� �u�� ������� �e�t o����e ��� �e���e� t�e ��t o� ������ ��� ���s�e� 
t�e ����e ����� s �esto���o�� �u�� ��so �u��t t�e �e�e����� �oo�� ��te� ����t �oo� s�o�          
�����o�� 
     ��e� �e �e�e �o����� o� t�e ��te��o� �����et�� �o�st�u��o� ��� �o�o�s� t�e �o��� ��s�te� 
�o� �� ��s �o�e �� �������to�� �o� ��� � �����et ���� t��t ��� �ee� st���e� ��t� ���� ����t 
��� �e o�e�e� ��s su��es�o�s ��� �o� � s������ �oo� to t�e �e�e�� �� ���t�e� sto�e ����t �e 
����o����te� ���� �o�e�s ��s ��so �� ��e�����e ��� ������ se��e� o�e ��ss�o� �� ���t���� 
��� t��ee �� ��u�oo� �e ��s �� s��� ��t� ���t �o� ��s su��es���� �� to t��t ��e t�e �o��� 
��� �ee� �� � �u������ ��� ������ � tou�� ��e �o���� to � �o�se�sus� �o� ��s ���e to �e�� 
us o�e� t��t �u���e� 

 
 

     �� ����� ����� ��� ����t ����o� �e��� �o����� t����� to see 
�� �t �e�e �oss���e to �et se��o� ��ss�o����es to se��e �t ��u� 
�o�t� �� ��out ����� � �ee��� ��s �e�� ��t� ���e� �te�e� 
��o�� ��u��� ��sto����� ���e� ��o� s �����e ���e ��s 
���stus �e��� ���e� ��e� ��s ��e�t �������t�e� ��o ��s t�e 
��ost�e ��t� �es�o�s������es o�e� sout�e�ste�� �t���   
     ��e� � �ot o� t�ou��t ��� �e���e���o�� ���e� ��o� ���e �t 
�oss���e �o� se��o� ��u��� se����e ��ss�o����es to �o�e to 
��u�� ���e� �����e ���e�� ��s se����� �s � ��ss�o����     
�o����� ��t� ���e� ��o� ��� ��s ���e� �es�o�s�����t� to ���e 
�e�� o� ��u� �o�t�   
     ���e� ���e�� ��� ��s ���e �o���� ���e to t�e �o�t ��� 
st��e� �t ���ue ��� ���� ���to� s �o�e� ��e� �e�t ��t�� 
o�e� us �o� � �u��e� o� �e��s� 
     �u� ��st se��o� �ou��e ���e �� �������e� �� ��te ����- 
����� ����� ��� �����e �o��e� se��e� �s t�e ��st ���e�to�s ��� t��ee �ou��es se��e� �� ���� 
t��t ����� �ou�� ���te���� �� ����o��� ��e ��ss�o����es �ust �e�t �o����� ��e� ��ou��t   
������� s����s to t�e �o�t ��o� �o�t������� �oo����� se����� ����e���� ��� �e�o��� ���� �e�� 
�o�e �ou��es �ou�� �o�e t��t ��� e�e� �o�e s����s t��� �e �ou�� �e��e�e�   
 �� ����� �u���s ��� ���� �����e� �e�e se����� �s ���e�to�s� ��e� o��� ��� e���t            
��ss�o���� �ou��es t��t �e�� t��t s���e� u� to �o�e� �t ���e t����s ��e�� ����u�t� �e �et 
��t� ���e� ��o� �o���� to ��u�e out � ��� to �et �o�e ��ss�o����es� ��� ��so ��u�e out � ���e 
o� ���est�oo� �ut�o��t��  
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 �lde� �e��a�d �. �u��s ��. �as �alled to �e�la�e �lde� ��o�. �he Boa�d hu��ied to �eet 
�ith hi� a�d esta�lish a ��ie�dshi�. �tua�t a�d ��is� �atheso� had �o�ed a li�le �o��a�d o� 
the �ou�da�o� a�d �et �ith hi� a �ee� o� so ea�lie� see�i�� hel� �ith the idea o� �outh         
�o��e�e��es �ei�� held at �a�� �����. �lde� �u��s �o���ued his su��o�t o� Bluff �o�t a�d as 
�u��e�s o� se�io� se��i�e �issio�a�ies se��i�� ea�h �ea� i���eased� he allo�ed us to ha�e 
the� �o�e.  
 

 
�lde� ��le ���a� �e�la�ed �lde� �u��s a�d so ��a�t a��a��ed a ��e �o� the Boa�d to �eet 
�ith �lde� ���a�. �lde� ���a� a�e��ted to ��u�e out the s�ste� o� �alli�� a�d ho� it all 
�o��ed� �ut i� the e�d de�ided that i� it �as �o��i��� lea�e it alo�e. �e is ��o� �u�ts�ille a�d 
so �as �ot as ��o�led�ea�le a�out the �ole i� the �o�� sto��. �e le� hi� a �a�id �ille� 
�ole i� the �o�� �oo� a�d a ���.   

 
 

 �� �a�ua�� o� ����� Be��a�i� ���les �as �a�ed as �i�e�to� o� �hu��h �isto�i� �ites. Be� 
had al�ead� �ee� to Bluff ��e�iousl� �o� a �u�li� la�d �uild a�d ��a�t had �idde� �ith hi� �o� 
that �o��e�e��e. �he� had �le�t� o� ��e to sha�e sto�ies a�d ��a�t lea��ed �u�h. Be� also 
li�ed i� ��a�t s oldest so� s �a�d a�d a t�i� to �o�o��ood �a��o� �as e�e�uted. �a�ilies 
�oi�ed to�ethe� a�d �elt the sa��ed�ess o� the t�ail.  
 �he� ��a�t �et �ith Be� the�e �e�e �ues�o�s that he had. ��a�t lea��ed that the 
se�io� se��i�e �issio�a�ies �o� Bluff �o�t had �ee� �o�ed u�de� the di�e��o� o� the ���e o� 
the �e�e�t�. Be� �e�t th�ou�h �ee��� �otes o� his �o��ute� that i��ol�ed ����. �e��� had 
�eall� �o�e to �at �o� the �ou�da�o� hel�i�� to �etai� the se�io� se��i�e �issio�a�ies. 
 Be� said that the �hu��h �as stud�i�� the Bluff �o�t �odel o� a �isito� �e�te�. �e said 
that ha�i�� o��e�shi� a�d o�e�a�o� �ot �� the �hu��h �as a �e�� �osi��e �oi�t. �e said that 
so�e othe� �o�-histo�i� sites �e�e di��ult to �a� a�d ha�d to �a�a�e �h�si�al �e�ai� a�d 
u��ee�. �he� said that the �hu��h �as �e�� ha��� �ith the �a� thi��s �o��ed at Bluff. 
 �e had st�u��led �o� �ea�s t��i�� to ��u�e out a li�e o� autho�it� �o� the se�io� se��i�e 
�issio�a�ies at Bluff. Be� said that ��osel���� �issio� leade�s a�e �e�i��i�� to also �e 
�es�o�si�le �o� se�io� se��i�e �issio�a�ies i� thei� �issio� �ou�da��. �he ��o��a� see�s to 
�e �o��i�� �ell a�d �ill �e �olled out �u�the� i� othe� �issio�s. 
     �a�� o� the �issio�a�ies �o�de�ed �he�e ��iesthood �e�s �e�e �o�i�� ��o� to se��e at 
Bluff �o�t. �e �o���ued to �� u�de� the �ada�� ho�i�� that �o o�e �ould as� too �a�� 
�ues�o�s a�out ho� �e �ot �issio�a�ies. 
     �� ����� Be��a�i� ���les �e�la�ed �e��� �u�d as di�e�to� o� the �isto�i� �ites �i�isio� i� 
the �hu��h �isto�� �e�a�t�e�t. �e as�ed a �ou�le o� �ues�o�s o� the �issio�a�� 
de�a�t�e�t� a�d �e �e�e �o� i� �lai� si�ht a�d the�e �e�e �e�e�al �utho�i�es that did� t 
u�de�sta�d ho� Bluff �o�t �ould ha�e �issio�a�ies a�d �ot �o��o�� to othe� �hu��h histo�� 
sites.  
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������ ���t��� �� ���� ���t  

     �h� �������a�� a�����a�t� ������ t� ��� ���� ���t. �� ������ ��t a ���t�� �� ������ ��t 
th� ����� a�� ����� ����������. � �a��� ������ta�� �� th� �������a����� th� ��a�� th���� ���� 
���t �����t�� ���� ���� ����� ��t th� �������a� a�� ������ �� ���at �������a���� t� ����� at 
th� ���t.   
     ��a�t t��� ��� that ��������t �a����� �� th� �a�����t�� ��� ������ ������� �a� �������� 
h�� ���������� �������a���� t� ���� t���� a ��a� ��� a ���� ����������. ��a�t ������a��� ��� 
t� ����� ����a�� ��th th� ���a �� ha���� th� ���� ���t �������a���� ����� th� �������� �� th� 
�a�����t�� ��� ������ ������� ���a��� �t ������ t �� t�� ���h t������ ��� th� ������� ��a��
�� t� ta�� a ����� ���� ��� �� h�� ����t t� ��t������ �a�h �� th� ������ ������� �������a���� a�� 
h��� a �����a� ������ ��th th��.   
     ��� a���� h�� th� �����t�� �� th� ���t �a� �a���� a�� ��a�t t��� h�� that ���a��� a ������ 
ha� ������ a ��� ���th� a�� th�� �h�� �t �a� ��� t� �����t a ��� �����t�� th� ��a��    
��a�������� ���������� th� ������������ a�� a �������� �a� �a��. ��� �a� ���� ��th that.   
     ��a�t ��������� ��th ��� h�� �a��� �� th� ��� �h�� ������� a�� �a��t��a��� ���t� at ���� 
���t. ��� �a�� that �th�� ��t�� ���� a��� a����� a ��� �h��. ������� �a� a��� ���������� a�� 
��a�t t��� h�� �� ���a���� that ha� ha������ that �a�� �t �������� ��� �������a���� t� ha�� a 
t�a���� �� �� t� ���� a�� �����. ��� �a������ at th� ���a���� ha������� at ���� ���t. 
     ���th�� ���������� �a� h��� �� a ������ �� �������t ������ ��t �t ��a��� ������ ���� t� a 
������ that ��a�t �a���� �a� ����t�� t� a���� at th� �h���h �������t�a��� �������� �� 
�������a�� �a��a�� ��� ����. �� that ������ th� ���th ������a� ���th���t ���a ����������� 
a���� ��th ������� �� th� ������ �������a�� ���a�t���t a������.   
     ���������� �a� h��� a�� �������� a���� a���t h�� �t ���ht ���� ��� ������ ����������   
�������a���� ������� at th� ���t. ��a�t �a� a���� �� th��� �a� a��th��� �� th� ��-�a�� �� th� 
�����a��� that ����� �������� th�� ���� �������. ���������� �a� a��� h��� a���t ������  
�����a� �����a��� a�� ���������� at th� ���t.   
     ��a�t ����a���� that �������a���� ���� t��� t� a����� a�� �������� ����� t� th�� ��t ��� 
��t ��a� t������� �� �a�� ��t ������ �� th� ���� �� ������. �� ����a���� that �� th� ����t��� 
�a�t�� ���� ������a���� th�� ���� ����� a �a��-a���� �a�� t� ��� ��t a�� ���� ��t� th� 
�h���h.   
     ����� ���ha�� �. ����� ��� ��������� �� th� a��a ����������� �a�� that h� ha� �����t�� ���� 
t� ���� ���t a�� ����� th� �a������� a�� th� �a���� �� �h��h th� ������� ����a�� �a� �ha���. 
�� �a�� �t �a� ���� �� a ��� ���� a�� that �� ��� �a� �������.   
     ����� ���� �. ������ ������t�� that h� th���ht �t �a� ��������� �hat ha� ���� ha������� 
at ���� ���t a�� that �t �a� ���� that th� �h���h �a� ��-�a����a��� th���  ���a����h�� ��th ���� 
���t ���a��� h� �a�� h� ���� th��� ���� �a�� ��������� th���� ��t t� ha���� at th� ���t.   
     �h� ������ ����� ��th a ������� that ��� ha���� th� ���� ������ �������a���� �������      
����� th�  ��a����h�� �� th� �a�����t��� ��� ������ ������� ��������t� ����� �� a ���at  
a�������t. ��t ��h����� ������ �������a�� ���a�t���t� ta���� ��th ��a�t a����a��� ����� h�� 
���� that th��� ���� ����� �� ��a� t� ���� ��th th� �����a��� �� th� ��t���.   
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     ��o� the �e�i��i��� �lde� Ste�e� �. S�o� had �ha��ed the ���� �oa�d to �a�e �u�e that 
�i�ito�� �e�e �i�e� a ��eat ���t i�p�e��io� �ith �e��e�� o� the �hu��h o� �e�u� �h�i�t o� 
�a�e�-da� Sai�t�� a�d that the �i��io�a�ie� �ho �a�e to �e��e had a ��eat� �ea�i���ul a�d 
�u� ��e �hile �e��i�� at �luff �o�t. �he �i��io�a�ie� a�d do�e�t� �e��i�� at the �o�t �ha�e 
thei� li�ht o� the �o�pel th�ou�h thei� e�e� a�d ea�h ha�e had �o�e �o�de��ul e�pe�ie��e� 
�ith �i�ito�� ��o� a�ou�d the �o�ld.   
 
Other ���� ��rt ��r�er ����  
��h� ��� �r����� ��� 
     �oh� �a� �e��ed �ilita�� a�d li�ed i� �tah �ou�t�. �e a�d hi� �o� ��a�do� �ta�ted �o�i�� 
to �o�e o� the ea�lie�t �o�� p�o�e�t� at the �o�t. �he� �e �ta�ted �uildi�� �a�i��� �oh� �a� 
the�e �o� the ���t th�ee �a�i��. �e �lai�ed that hi� �e�ipe �o� �hi��e� a�d �i�e �a� a�a�i��. 
�he ��ida� �i�ht �he� the ���o��ie� �a�e to �uild thei� �a�i�� a�d help �ith the othe� t�o� 
�oh� � �e�ipe �a� u�ed �� the �it�he� ��e�. �i�a �a�lo� had t�ied to �o�e up �ith all the  
i���edie�t� that �oh� � �e�ipe �alled �o�. ���o�tu�atel�� the �a�p�ell � �olde� �u�h�oo� 
Soup �a� �o�he�e to �e �ou�d. �i�a �a� to the �a� �ta�o� i� �luff a�d the�e o� a �o� �a� 
the �a�p�ell � �olde� �u�h�oo� Soup. �he� �ade � �ut�h o�e�� �ith the �hi��e� a�d 
�i�e a�d the� �lled a deep �ith the �e�t o� the te�de�loi��. �he�e �a� �ot a ��id�e le� 
a�e� all had di�ed.   
     �e �eeded doo�� a�d �oh� �ade the �a�i� doo�� u�i�� �ou�h �a�� lu��e� i� hi� �o���
�hop at ho�e a�d ��ou�ht o�e do�� �o� ea�h o� the �a�i��. �e al�o pla�ed �ith hi� �o��e a�d 
�ade the doo� lat�he� o� ��o�� to ope� ea�h o� the doo��. �he� it �a�e ��e to �uild the 
�a�� doo�� to di�ide �oo�� �� a�d ��� �oh� ��ou�ht tho�e do�� a� �ell. �e al�o �o��ed o� a 
�ouple o� the �e��a� �a�o�� helpi�� to �i�e the� a �o�e ��e�i�a� �e�t loo�. � thi�� the    
�a�o� i� �oo� �� �a� o�e that �oh� had �o��ed o�. �oh� a�d ��a�do� �e�e �i�ht the�e 
�he� �e �eeded the�. 
 
���� ��� ��r�� ��ter�����h 
 �� ����� �a�� a�d �a�ol �ute��pau�h d�opped �� the �o�t o� a �-�heeli�� t�ip. �a�� 
lea��ed �hat �a� �oi�� o� a�d �a�ted to �e�o�e a pa�t o� the a��o�. �e �a� the di�t�i�t 
pa�t� �a�a�e� �o� the �a��� �ille� �a� ��oup. �a�� �a�e do�� o� a �u��e� o� ou� �u�    
�ee�e�d t�ip� to �luff.   
 �he �o��o� �a�i� had �ee� tu��ed i�to a do�� �� �o�i��e �o�i��.  � �ath�oo� had 
�ee� i��talled �ith a �e�� ��all �ho�e�. �he�e �e�e ��e lo� �i��le �ed� �ith e�t�a �u�hio�� 
u�de��eath �he� the�e �a� a la��e� ��oup. �u�� �ould �o�e a�d �o�� �ll the� d d�op a�d 
the� �o�i��e �ould �a�e he� a�a�i�� �hili o� �e d �ho�e� off a�d head to ��i� �o��� �a��.  
�o�i��e �ould �ll the �e��i�e�ato� �ith �il�� e���� �a�o� a�d �a�d�i�h �tuff. She d al�a�� 
�uppl� the �u�� �ith �al� a�d �al� �o� thei� �old �e�eal.   
     �a�� �e�a�e a �e�ula�. ��e da� �a��� �ille� �alled hi� a�d a��ed hi� �he�e he �a�. �a�� 
told hi� �hat �e �e�e doi��� a�d thi� ope�ed a doo� �o� the �ou�da�o� to a�� the �ille�� 
�o� �o�e� �o� the �o-op. 
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������ ������� �� ���� ����  

     ���� ��� ����� ���� ��� ������ �� ��� 
������ ��� ����-����� ����������� ����� 
�������� ��� ��� ���������� �� ������� 
�������� ��� � ���� �� ����� ������������ 
���� ���  ����� ���� ������ �� ��� ������ 
� ��� ������ ���� ���� � ���� �� ��� ����� 
����� ������ ��� ��� �� ��� ��������� �� 
����� �������� ����� ������ ���� � ��� 
������ ������ 
 

 
 ���� ����� ��� ��� ���� ������ ���� ��    
������� ������������ �� ���� ���� �� ����� ���� 
��� ����� ������ � ��������� �� ��� �����-
����������� ����� ������ ���� ������ ����        
���������� ��� ����� ���� ��� ���������� ��� 
���� ������ ��� ����� ������� ��� ��� ������ 
����� ������ ���� ��� ������ ����� ���� �� 
�������� ������ �� ������� ��� �����   
 ������� ������� ���� ��� ����� �� �� �� 
�������� ����� ��������� ��� �� ������ �� ��������� �������� ����� ���� ���� � ��� ������� 
����� �� ��� ����� ���� ������ ���� ������� ��� ���������� ���� ��� ��� ���� ������ �� ���� 
��� ������ ������� � �������� �� ����� ��� ����� � ����� ��������� �� ������� ���� 
���������� ������ ������� ��� �� ��� ����� ������ �� ��� ���������� ������ ���� ������� ���� 
��� ������ ������ ����� ��� ������ ��� ������ ��� ������� � ������ �� ��� ������ �� ����� 
������ �� �����-��� ������� ���� �������� ����������� ��� ����� ��� ������ ��� � ��������� 
����� ������ ��� ���������� ��� ������ ������ ��������� ���� ���������� ������� ��� ��������� 
��� ������� ��� ����������� �� ��� �����  
     ����� ��� ���� ������ ��� ������� ���� ���� � ����� ������ ������� �� ������� ��������� 
���� ������� ���������� ���� ������� �� ������ ���������� ��� ������� ��� � �����               
����������� ���� ���� ����� ����� �� ������ � ����� ���������� ������� ��� ��� ����� ��� �� 
��� ���� ������� ��� ������� ��������� �� ��� ����� ������ �� ����� ������ ���� ������� ����� 
�������� � ������� ����� ��� ���� �������� ��� ������� �� ��� ���� �� � �������� ������ ��� 
������ ������ ��� ����� ��� ����� ����� ����� ��� ��� ������ ���� ������� ������ ���� ��� ��� 
����� ��� ���������� �� ��� � ����� ������� �� ��� ����� ���� ������ � ���� ��� ��� ������� 
��� ������ �������� ������� ��� �������� ��� ��� ����������� �� ��� �����    
 ������� ���� ��� ������ ���� ������ ��������� ����� ���� ������� �� ������ �������� ��� 
��� ������� ����� ��� �����  ������� ����� ������ ��� ���������� ������ ����� ��� ��� ���   

Old state truck shed housed the workshop 
�back left�� the kitchen �white doors in �iddle 
and the Cowboy Cabin on ri�ht�.  Erlene Taylor 2009 photo. 

���� �unch ti�e in the Cowboy Cabin for 
the north fence builders. Corinne Roring  photo. 
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�a�i�s� ��a�t lat�� sha��� th� i��a �ith ��o�� �hil� o� his �issio�� a�� h� lat�� too� o� th� 
��o���t a���  l�a�i�� th� �issio�� ��o� ��s�a��h�� a�� ��a��� th� histo�i�al si��s to a��o��
�a�� �a�h �a�i�� �h� ��a�s �o� th� si��s ���� s��t to �a�ili�s �o� �����a���  �a�o�t ��a�t��� 
th�� ���at�� a t���lat�� ����o���� ��al ��its a�� �hoto ��ha������ts �o� th� si��s �hi�h 
���� i�stall�� i� ����� 
 ��o� �o��s is �ust o�� o� �a�� �ho a�� �i��� th� o��o�tu�it� to �� a �a�t o� this          
�a���lous �o�� a�� a �o���� i� �a� �ua� �ou�t�� �tah� �t is i�s�i�i�� to s�� ho� ��o�l� �ith 
s���i�� tal��ts ������ at th� �o�t a�� ��ou�ht to��th�� a�� �i��� th� o��o�tu�it� to �a�� a        
�iff������� 
 

 
 �a�i� �as a� �l����ta�� 
s�hool t�a�h�� �����-����� a�� 
s�hool �ist�i�t a��i�ist�ato��     
l�a�i�� s�hool li��a�� a��          
t��h�olo�� ���a�t���ts� ����-
����� ��  ������ �ollo�i�� a st�o�� 
i� ����� th�� ��tu���� to s���ial             
t��h�olo���t�a�hi�� assi�����t i� 
�l�i�� ��hool �ist�i�t� ���� th�u 
����� �oa��� has ���� a sta�-at-
ho�� �o�� 
 �s a �ol� i� th� �o�� ��s�����
a�t �ho ���� u� i� �os ����l�s� 
Bluff �as �ostl� a� u���o�� to �a��� ���o�� th� sto�� o� B���a�i� ����i�s� �a�� s �at���al 
���at-��a���ath��� �is �ousi�s� �lai�� �u��o� �o�l�� a�� B����l� �u��o� �o��ll Bla�� 
sou�ht t��h�i�al a��i�� i� ���� ���a��i�� th� �o�t�aits to �� �is�la��� i� th� �al�i�� �all
��hi�it at th� ��� �o-o�� �his l�� to assis��� �ith th� ���sit� a�� ���sl����s� a��          
����tuall� to a� i��ita�o� to �a�� a��li�a�o� to s���� as Bluff �o�t s���i�� �issio�a�i�s� 
 �ust as th� �all to s���� i� Bluff �as issu��� his lo�al �hu��h assi�����ts ���� su����l� 
��t����� �� l�a���shi� �alls i� a ��a��h ���si����� s���i�� a ��������t��a�� �a�ilit��           
���o�a�o�s ��su�� �ith �i���to�s �al� a�� B�� Bla�� to allo� lo�al �hu��h s���i�� to         
�o���u�� �hil� s���i�� Bluff �o�t ���ot�l�� �a�� ����i��� th� assi�����t �o� �ath��i�� a�� 
�u�lishi�� �io���� histo�i�s o� a ���l� ��si���� ��� �a��� ���ot� �u� to th� �oo� i�t����t 
s���i�� i� Bluff� 
     �a�i� a�� �oa��� t�a��l�� to Bluff �o� ��� �issio�a�� t�ai�i�� ����s a�� i�t�o�u��� th� 
�issio�a�i�s to th� Bluff�o�t�o�� ��� �a��s� assist�� i� �o��ut�� t�ai�i�� �o� �a�il� histo��� 
a�� �ath���� ��� �at��ials �o� th� ��� �a��� �li�� ��o����oi�t� ���s��ta�o�s ���� also   
����lo��� to ��li�� Bluff as it �as ���-����� �u�lishi�� a�� �aili��� lat�� ��aili��� ���io�i� 
���sl����s ���a�� a�oth�� ���ot� s���i�� o��o�tu�it�� ��i��� a�� �u�lishi�� ��o�hu��s� 
���s a�� �oo�s �o� th� �isito� ���t�� ���� oth�� assi�����ts �� u����too�� �h�s� Bluff-
��lat�� assi�����ts �o���u�� i�to ����� 

David and Joanne Walton. David Walton photo. 
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�ode�� ��s�o�� of �lu� �o��  

 
  

 �a�� Cook had �o�ked fo� �he Chu��h ��s�o�� �e�a���e�� a�d had �ee� lead ����e� o� 
�a�� of �he ��s��o� �e��e� ��deos. �e had �e��ed ea�l� �e�ause he �as d�a��osed ���h       
�a�k��so� s ��sease. �e��� �u�d� ���e��o� of ��� Chu��h ��s�o��� ���es su��es�ed �ha� �a�� 
���h� hel� us ���h ou� s����� fo� �he ��deo ��ese��a�o� �� �he Co-o�. ��a�� �eal��ed �ha� �a�� 
a�d he had �ee� �e��e�s of a� ��� I�s��u�e s�o�so�ed s������ ��ou� �alled �he �ou�ds of 
��o� a� ��ah ��a�e ����e�s���.  
 ��a�� ��s��ed �a�� a� h�s ho�e �� �a�d�� ��ah a�d �he� �alked a�ou� �he s�o��. �a�� had 
����e� �u�h of �he s����� fo� �he �a� ��e�o �o��o� �a�al�o� ��s��o� Ce��e�. �e sa�d he 
�ould �e del��h�ed �o hel� us ���h �he ��o�e��.   
 �a�� ��o�e �he �a�o���� of �he s������ If These Walls Could Talk. �a�� a��a��ed fo� �la� 
�e�e�so� of �l���� �ea� ��l�s �o �ee� ��a�� a� �a�� s ho�e. ��a�� fou�d ou� �ha� �la� l��ed �� 
h�s �a�d �� Ce��e���lle a�d �he deal �as s��u�k fo� �la� �o d��e�� �he ��deo. 
 �a�� a�d �la� �o�ked �losel� �o�e�he�. �la� ���shed ��h�e���� �he s�����.   
 Whe� �la� had a �ou�h �u� �o��le�e� �e sho�ed �� �o �a�� a�d he sa�d �ha� �� �as ���. 
�e sa�d �ha� �e �eall� �eeded �o �ake foo�a�e a� �he �ole �� �he �o�k ��e���e �o ���e �he ���
�a�� �o �he ��deo.   
 �a�� k�e� �us� �ha� ou� ��s��o�s �e�e look��� fo� a�d hel�ed us ��ea�e a �e�o�a�le    
e��e��e��e fo� ��s��o�s �o���� �o lea�� �he s�o�� of fa��h a�d �ou�a�e of �he �ole �� �he �o�k 
��o�ee�s.   

If These Wall Could Talk DVD movie is 
shown on large screen TVs at three 
locations and projected on the wall of 
room �� in the Co-op.  It is sold at the Fort 
and given to tour bus guides for showing 
in transit. 

Scott Christensen, volunteer senior 
service missionary �����-���, Fort 
blacksmith and storyteller. Not a 
weed could be found anywhere on 
the Fort, or even near it while he was 
there.  
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���� ������� 
     ���� �te�e�s see�ed to �e ��oo�ed to se��e o� t�e 
�o�e �� t�e �o�� �o��d�tio� �o��d. ��s ����d��t�e� ��s 
���te� �os��� �te�e�s ��o �o�e��oo�ed �o� � �o�t�s 
��t� t�e o������� �o�e �� t�e �o�� �o����� �o���� to ����. 
���� s�e�t �� �e��s o� ��s ���e o� ��ti�e d�t� �� t�e ���ted 
�t�tes ���� ��d �eti�ed ��t� t�e ���� o� ���o� �e�e��� 
�t�o-st�� �e�e����. �e ��s ��so ���e ��es�de�t o� �o�t���� 
�������. �e �et���ed �o�e to ��� ���� �o��t� ��d 
se��ed t�o te��s �s � �o��t� �o���ss�o�e�. ����e �e �e�d 
t�e o��e o� ��� ���� �o��t� �o���ss�o�e� �e �o��ed 
��ose�� ��t� t�e ���e �o��t��� �os��t�� de�e�o��e�t 
��o�e�t. �e ��so se��ed o� t�e �o��d o� d��e�to�s o� ���e 
�o��t��� �os��t�� �� ����d���� �t��. �e ��������� �sed ��s 
�e�de�s��� e��e��e��e �� se����� o� te� d��e�e�t st�te ��d 
�o��� �o��ds ��d �o����ees �s �� ���o��e�s�ted �o��d 
�e��e�. 
     ���� s��d t��t �o����e �o���� ��s ��te����� �t ��s doo� 
t�e d�� �e �eti�ed ��o� t�e �o��t� �o���ss�o� �� ����� 
�s���� ��� �� �e �o��d se��e o� t�e �o�e �� t�e �o�� �o��d �s ����so� �o� �o�e���e�t �e��tio�s. 
     ���� ste��ed �� ��e� t�e ��d �o� t�e �o-o� ����d��� ��s �e��� �o�s�de�ed. ��e des��ed ��d 
��s ����e� t��� t�e ���ds t�e �o��d�tio� ��d ��������e. �e �ot to�et�e� ��t� ���-���st 
�o�st���tio� o��e� �oe ���st� ��o�� ��t� � �e��ese�t�ti�e o� t�e �t�� ����s�o� o� ������ties 
�o�st���tio� ��d �����e�e�t� ��d t�e ����d��� �����te�t to see ���t ����t �e ���ed do�� 
so t��t t�e ����d��� �o��d �e ����t. �� d�o����� so�e o� t�e ����e� �ost �te�s ��d e������ti�� 
� ��se�e�t� ���� ��s ���e to �e�� t�e� �eet t�e ��d�et ��������e to t�e �o��d�tio� so 
�o�st���tio� o� t�e �o-o� �o��d �e���. 
     ���� ��so �o��ed o� e����d��� t�e ���� �ti���e ��o�e�t�. ��e ��� ���� �o��t� o�e��ted � 
t��s� t���s�e� st�tio� �d���e�t to t�e �� ���es t�e �o��d�tio� o��ed. ��o���� t��s� ��s � 
��o��e� so ���� �o��ed to�et�e� ��t� t�e �o��t� to t��de ���e��e t��t �o��d s����e �� t�e 
���� ��o�e�t� �o��d���es. ��e �o��d�tio� ���sed ���ds to �e-����d t�e t���s�e� st�tio� �� 
��ot�e� �o��tio� �o� t�e �o��t�. ��e� ���� ��t� ���o��o��ted� �t �e���e �es�o�s���e �o� �ts
o�� t��s�. 
     ���� ��so �o��ed o� ��������� � ���� se�tio� o� ���d �d���e�t to �o�� ��d�e ���so ��o�� �s 
�o�� �ee��. ���s ��e� ��d �ee� ��e��o�s�� �sed d����� �o�t� �o��e�e��es. ���� �o��ed ��t� 
t�e �t�� ���oo� ��d ��stit�tio��� ���st ���ds �d����st��tio� ������� ��d �o�e� ��s ���sed to 
��� t�e ��o�e�t�. ��e� �t ���e ti�e �o� t�e ���d ���tio�� t�e �o�e� ���sed ���o�ed t�e 
�o��d�tio� to ��d� ��t ��e� t�e ��dd��� �e��� ���� �o��d see ot�e� ��ds �e�e ����e� t��� 
���t t�e �o��d�tio� �o��d ��o�d. ��e ������� ��d ��s ��de �� ����� ������ ����s. ��e 
o��e� o� ����� ������ ����s� �oe ���t �ss��ed ���� t��t t�e �o�e �� t�e �o�� �o��d�tio� 
�o��d �e ���o�ed to ���ess t�e ��o�e�t� �o� �o�t� �o��e�e��es ��d ot�e� o�tdoo� ��ti��ties. 
     ���� �e���e ��es�de�t o� t�e �o�e �� t�e �o�� �o��d�tio� �o��d o� ���e�to�s �� ���� ��e� 
����� �e����st �eti�ed �s t�e �o��d ��es�de�t. ���� �o�ti��ed to se��e �s ��es�de�t o� t�e 
�o��d�tio� �t t��s ���ti�� �� ����. 

Lynn Stevens presenting a 
devotional message to Bluff Fort 
Missionaries. Lorie Rasmussen photo. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

Miracle: We Continue 
To Do Hard Things At 

Bluff Fort 

The future history of San Juan will be more thrilling than the past. I 
would very much like to stay and watch its glorious development, but 
who knows that I shall not still be watching it even from a better    
vantage point than I have ever had hitherto? Hole in the Rock pioneer Albert R. 
Lyman in Preface to Indians and Outlaws.  
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�o���� ���to�� of ���� �o�t

Bluff Fort Directors 
Frank and Elaine Rowley

���� - ���� 

I� ���� , �h��� �������� th� �������� �th of 
���� ��������o� ������ ��� � ������ �o�����        
�������� � ���� f�o� ����� �������t ��������� �� 
o��o�t���t� to ���t ��th ��� �� ���� �t����� �t 
������� �o���� �����’� ho�� �� ��������� �h�      
��t��� of th� �������� ��� fo� ������ ��� � to �o�� 
th� fo��o���� ���� ��� �o�� �t ���� �o�t� ��      
����o��� ��� th�t � ��� ������t�� ������� �� ���ho� 
of th� �oo����� ��� ���� �� �oo������ ����o�� 
�h��� �� ������t�� ������ ����� ����o�� �ho ��� 
��th ������ ��� ������t��t ��� ���t�� th� ���� 
��� �ho�� ������ of o�� �t��� ��������t� �      

�o���� of �o�th� ��t�� �� �������� � ���� to ���t 
��th o�� �t��� ��������t� ����� �h�t� � �������� � ������� f�o� �� ����� th� ���ho� �o �� 
�o��� ����� �t ���� �o�t�

�� ����� ������ ��� � ���� ����� to ����� th� ������ �o����� �t ���� �o�t� ������ h�� �� 
���o�� t�� �������� �o � f�� ���� ���� ����� ��th� �� ���� o�� �o������ �� �o���� �o� ��� 
�o������ ���to�� ��� ������ ��� �o������ ������� �o� h�� ���� ������ to �o���t��� h�� ��� to 
���t��� ����t����� �o��� to ��� th� ��� ������ ��� �o� �������
ho���� ������ ��� �o������ �����t�� �� th�� ��o�t�

������ th� ������ �o�th� th� ��� ����t ho��� ����� 
������ ������ th� �o�t ������t���� fo� ����t� �ho �to���� ��� 
�h� �o��� �o���� �� th� ���� ���t�� ��th ����� ���to�  
������� ����to�� ��� �o����� o� ����� ��� ����t��

�� ��to��� ��� ����� th� ��o����������� �����o�� fo� th� 
��� �o-o� �������� o�������� �� �����o���� ����������

�� ���� ����t ��� ����� ����o� ����o��h�� th� �h���h of  
����� �h���t of �����-��� ����t� �����o� ��������t��� ��o�t 
��o������ ������� �����o������ fo� ���� �o�t� �h��� ������� �� �h�t 
h�� ���� ���� �o�t � ��o����t �������o���to����

�� th� f��� of ����� ����� ��� ������ �o���� ���� ������ to �� 
th� ��� �����to�� fo� ���� �o�t� ������ ��� ����� ������� to ����
�h��� �t��� to ���� fo� th� ��� �o-o� ��������� ������� ������ ����
���� �o���� ��� ����t ����o� ����t�� th� t���� �ho�� �� ��� ������ 
������ ��� �ho����� ����o���

Corinne Roring was 
President of the Board of 

Hole in the Rock 
Foundation. Janie Roring Lauritzen photo.

Photo courtesy of Frank and Elaine Rowley.
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������ the ���te� o� ����� �a�� a�d �ta�la �pea�s �e�e �alled to se��e at �l�� �o�t.  �a��� 
a ho�e���lde� �� t�ade� �as ass���ed the tas� o� ���ld��� the ��te��o� st���t��e �o� the Co-op 
���ld���. The�e �o�ld �e th�ee �oo�s �he�e to�� ��o�ps �o�ld �o�e th�o��h� ea�h tell��� 
pa�t o� the �ole-��-the-�o�� �o���e�.

The Co-op ���ld��� �o�st����o� �o��e��ed ��to�e� ��� ����� a�d T��-���st               
Co�st����o� Co�pa�� �e�a� �o��. �� �a� �� ���� the ����o� ����� e�e�t �as �ele��ated.

�� ����� �t �as e��de�t ��o� the �e������� that ho�s��� �o� ��ss�o�a��es �as �o��� to �e a 
�a�o� p�o�le� �� �l��. �� ����� Co����e � he� so� ���e �o���� had �o�pleted a �e�     
apa�t�e�t �o�ple� to help �esol�e th�s s�t�a�o�.

��th the �o�ple�o� a�d ded��a�o� o� the �e� Co-op �e�te� �a�e the �espo�s���l�t� o�            
de�o�a��� the �oo�s �he�e the �l� �o�ld �e sho��. ��a�t had tal�ed a�o�t h����� a p�o�es-
s�o�al ��e� to do th�s �o��.  

��t as the �e� d��e�to�� � ���a�� �o�le�� �elt ea�h �oo� sho�ld dep��t the sto�� �h��h 
�as told �� the �l� a�d ha�e a pe�so�al to��h. �a�� �pea�s had do�e a �a��elo�s �o� �o�-
st������ ea�h �oo�. � had �ee� �e�e����� so�e �e�� st�o�� ��p�ess�o�s as to �hat the sto�� 
o� ea�h �oo� sho�ld tell. �s � sta�ted �athe���� �te�s �o� d�spla�� � ��e� e�a�tl� �hat �as to 
�e d�spla�ed �� ea�h �oo�. 

 �as p��t��es o� those o�����al p�o�ee�s a�d the ��deo ��a�t de�eloped
th�o��h �la� �ete�so�.

 �as the �oo� e��tled ���epa�a�o� to �ea�e.� The �essa�e �as �Tell the sto-
�� a�o�t lea���� p�e��o�s th���s �eh��d a�d ta���� o�l� esse��als.� That’s �he�e the sto�� o� 
the d�ess �o�es ��. � �a�ted a �ea����l d�ess s���la� to the ��e pe��od. ���st� �atheso� �as 
as�ed to ��d that d�ess. �� he� �et��� t��p ��o� the �alt �a�e �alle� a�ea� she �epo�ted that �t 
�as �ot poss��le to ��d a��o�e �ho had the ��e to �a�e s��h a d�ess. � st�essed to ���st� 
that �t �as �����al that �e �eeded a d�ess �e�o�e �e sta�ted sho���� the ��deo. �� he� �e�t 
t��p to the �alt �a�e �alle�� she �et���ed ��th a d�ess that �e tho��ht �o�ld �o��. � �e�e� 
as�ed �� so�eo�e se�ed a d�ess� o� �� �t �as a do�a�o�� o� �� �t �as p���hased so�e�he�e. �t 
d�d�’t �a�e�� �t �o�ld �o��. 
     The� the�e �as the �ss�e o� the ��e��ht 
�a�o� �h��h �as �� �oo� T�o. �t �as so 
la��e that �ts’ p�ese��e o�e��hel�ed the 
�oo�. � had e�p�essed �� �o��e�� to the 
��ss�o�a��es �o�de���� �hat �o�ld �e 
do�e.  

Room two Preparation to Leave.Rich Murset photos.
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The Talking Wall has framed, sepia-toned photos �middle three� that come alive 
and introduce the video presentation. It was patterned after an exhibit at the 
Mormon Battalion Historic Site in San Diego, California. Rich Murset photo.

Room One - 
Alan Peterson          
produced and  
directed the  

movie shown,  
entitled If These 

Walls Could 
Talk.Ron Bateman photo.
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     ��� ��� C��� ������ ����� 
�� �� ���� ���� ��� �� ���� 
�� � ������� ������� �����. 
���� � ��� ��� ���� ���      
������� ���� �� ������. �� 
�� ���� ��� ������� ����� 
������ ������ �� ��� �� R��� 
T�� ��� �������� �� ���� ��� 
������� ������� ������    
PERFECT!
     ��� ��������� ��� ���� 
�����!  ������� ��������� 
��������� ����� ����� ���� 
��� ��� ���� �� �E��������� 
������� �� ���� ��� ���� 

������ ������� ���� ������ ����
������� �� ���� ���� ��������!

 ����������� 
��� ��� P�����.� ���� T���! 

T�� ���� ���� ���� ���� � ���� �� ���� ���� ��� ��� ������������ �� ���� ����� R����. � ��� 
��������� �� ���� �� ������� ��� �� ����� �� ����� RZR. 
     C����� ����� ��� �� � ������� ����� �� ��� ���� ����� �� ��� ���� �� ��� ����� � �������� 
���� ����. F������� �� ���� ������� ��� ��������� �� ��. ���������� ���’� ���� ���� ���� �� 
�� �����.� �� �� �� ������� �� R��� T����. ��� � ������ ���� ��������� �����. ��� ���� ������ 
���������� ������ ���� �� ������ ��� ����� ��� � ��� ����! � ������� ���� �� ����� �� ��� 
����� �������. ��� ��� ���� �� �����. ��� �� ���� C������ R�����’� ���� ������. �� �� ��� 
���� �� �������� � ����. ���� �������� �����’� ��������-��-��� ���� ���� ��. T�� ������ 
��� ����� �� ��� ��� ��� ���� ��� ����� ���� ���� �� ��� F���!� T�� ����� ���� ���������� 

�������!
��� �� ��� ����������� ������ � ������ 

� ������ ������. ��� �� ��� ������������� 
������ ����� ��� �������� ���� ������� 
�� ���� ������ ������. � �������� � ���� ���� 
���� �F���� � ���� ����� � ������ ���� ���� 
���� ������ ����� ������!� ��� �� ��������.

���� ���������� ��� ��� �� ������               
����������� ���������� ����� ����������� 
�������� ��������� �� ��� � ����� �������. 
T�� �������� ���� ��� �����-���� ������ 
���� ������. ���� ��� ���� ��� ������� �� ��� 
�����  ��������� �����������. ���� ������ 
��� ��� ��� ���� �� ���� �� ��� �������. 
T��� ��������� ������-���-������ ���� 
�������. P������ ��������. 

On the Plains Room Three is where videos are shown 
to visitors. Also, the missionaries and volunteers meet 
there each morning for devotionals and instruction. 

Room Three contains rocks, a dead tree, 
brush, weeds, sand, and a fox,  
representing  On the Plains.
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�ode�� ��sto�� o� ���� �o�t 

 What a ��ess���! � �e� da�s 
p��o� to h�s so�’s a����a�� �a�� had 
�a��e� o� the  s�a�o�d��� �he�e he 
�as �o����� �� �oo� �h�ee. �e �as 
�ea��� h�����. �he ��sta��a�o� o� a 
�e� �oo� �as esse��a�. �he sa����� 
�We �o �a�d �h���s� �as e�e�p���
fied.   
 �he o�����a� �o-op ����d��� �as 
st���o o� the o�ts�de ��t had a 
th�ee-���h ��p o� the �oo���. �t �as 
the�e so sto�e �o��d �e added �ate�. 
�� ����� �o����e had the sto�e �� 
p�a�e. �a��e �ee�� d�d the sto�e 
�o��. ���h o� the sto�e �sed �as 
��o� the o�����a� �o-op.   
 
Visitors’ ���t�r 
 ��e��th��� �as �ea��� �o���� to�ethe�. ��s�to�s �e�e �o����. ����da� ���ht at the �o�t� 
�as a ��eat s���ess. �a��e �e�a�se �e �a�e ��ee ��e ��ea�! ��t the�e �as a p�o��e�� the 
�oo� e�hoed� espe��a��� �he� a ����opho�e �as �sed. �o� �a� �e fi� that� �o�eth��� 
�eeds to �e do�e! ��e da� �a�� W����a�s �a�e to �e� ���a��� � ha�e a� �dea! We ha�e a 
����h o� pa����� �ate��a�� sha�ed aspe� pads �� th����. �a��e that ���ht �o��.� �o� �e 
��apped the pads �� ����ap� ����t a ��a�e� h��� the �e� fi�t��es. �Wah La� the� �o��ed. ��ho 
stopped!   
 
������s�o����rist��s 
 �he ��s�to�s’ �e�te� �as a h��e s���ess. La�o�t ��a�t�ee’s fi�� o� the ����p to the �a� 
��a�� �as sho��. ��s�to�s �o�ed to �a�� the ��o��ds a�d ��s�t the h�sto��� �a���s. �e��ha�d�se 
�as �o��� o�t the doo� ��th e���ted ��s�to�s. �he� �a�e the �dea� �Let’s do the ��e��e �a�s o� 
�h��st�as �� ����.� What� ��L�� ��a��e a�d the ��ss�o�a�� s�ste�s �e�t to �o��. �deas 
e�e��ed. ���a��� � �a�t �� sho�t sto��es a�o�t the �o���e� o� ���e �� the �o�t!� �hat �as 
��a��e’s �e��est. �o� t�e��e sho�t sto��es �e�e ����e�. ��o�t �� �o�es �e�e asse���ed a�d 
the ��he ��e��e �a�s o� �h��st�as� had ���e. �he� �e�e a�� so�d �� ��st a �e� da�s� ��th �a��     
�e��ests �o� �o�e. �he a�s�e�� �We’�� t�� a�a�� �e�t �ea�� ��t �e a�e so ��s� ���ht �o� that 
�e a�e ��a��e to do �o�e.� �e�t �ea� �a�e a�d the sa�e s�e�a��o o�����ed. �o�e�he�e 
those peop�e ha�e a �e�� �����e ��� �o� ��o� ���� �o�t!!! 
 
��������so� 
 ��o���� that the ���� �easo� �o��d �e ��a��e’s a�d �� �ast �ea�� � had a des��e to �ea�e 
�eh��d so�eth��� that �o��d �e �as��� a�d �e�o�a��e. � fi�a��� de��ded to ����d a pa����o� 
��st o�ts�de the �a�� doo�s o� the ��s�to�s’ �e�te� �he�e  ��s�to�s �o��d eat a�d d���� a�d e��o� 
the se��� o� the �o�t. �hade �as the esse��a� e�e�e�t. � des���ed �t so the �oo� �oa�ds 
�o��d s�a�t to p�o��de shade a�d a�� �o�. �t t���ed o�t �e�� �e��. 

Vance Seeley was a wonder as a brick & rock   
layer and such a pleasant man. He did the stone 

work on the new Co-op. 
 Erlene Taylor photo 
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 ���o� �e h�� � ��o��e� �� the ������ ��th ��o��
��� ����. �t �ou�� �o�e� the ���� �� ��o�t o� the 
�ho� ��� �o��o� ����� �u������. ���h �e�� �e 
�ou�� �ho�e� ��� ���h the ���� o� the ����� o��� 
to h��e the �e�t �����to�� �o�e� �t �����. �o o�e o� 
ou� ���� ��o�e�t� ��� to �u��� � �o�� �et������ ���� 
to �o�t�o� the ��o���� ����.  
 The ��o�e�t ��� �ou��e-���th �o�� ��th � ����
�to�e ���. The ��� ��� � �ou��e o� ���he� ���e� 
th�� the ���� �o the ���� �ou�� ��o� �� ��o�t o� the 
�et������ ����� �ot o� the ����� �eh���. �t �o��e� 
�e��. 
 The ���o� ��o�e�t �o� ���� ��� ���� �����e. 
����� ��� �tu��t ��the�o� h�� ��he�u�e� � �outh 
�o��e�e��e �o� the ���t �ee� �� �u�e. � ����e ������
�o� �ee�e� to �e ���e���e�. ��u�t to��et� �ee�e� to 
�e �u��t ��� �ho�e� �t����. �o� �� ��� th�� �o��� to 
h���e�� ���� �te�e�� h��e� h�� �e�he� �e����� ��� 
T��o� �hu���� ��� ��e� to �ou� the �e�e�t �oo� 
�o� the ������o�. The �����o����e� e�e�te� the �u����
���. ����� ��the�o� too� �h���e o� the ��u�t to��et�. The �����o����e� ���t���e� the �oo� ��� 
�����o�� ��� ����e �ee�e� �o��t�u�te� the ��o�� �����. ���� �te�e�� ���e u� ��th the 
�ho�e� ������t�. ���e Ro���� too� �h���e o� the e��th �o�� ��� ����e���� the �o���. The ����
��o����e� �u��t � �u�� hou�e o�e� the �e�� ��� ����� �� ��R� R����� 
 
SITLA Parcel History (�� ����t T���o�� 
 �� ou� �outh �o��e�e��e� �e��� to ��o� �� �u��e��� �e �e����e� th�t �e �ee�e� �o�e 
�e�ue� �o� �����o��� ������e� o� ����e� ��ou�� th�t �ou�� he�� the �outh �e�e� u��e��t��� 
the �to�� o� the�e h���� �o�e �� the Ro�� ��o�ee��. The ��o��e�� o� ou� ��� �e���t             
��������o� ��� ��o�� ��� �e �e�e �et ��th ���������t o��o���o�. �e �e����e� �e �e�e �ot 
�o��� to �et ���th��� �e�� �h�t �e �ee�e� �o� ���e�� to the �o�e �� the Ro�� t����.  
  �e �e��� to e���o�e othe� ��e�� ��� ���e ���o�� � ����e� o� ���� th�t �o�t���e� ���t o� 
the o������� ��o�ee� t����. �t ��� ��e���� �u�te� �o� �o�e o� ou� ������e�� ��e�������� ����� the 
Route.� Th�� ����e� ��� �o��te� �����e�t to the h��h��� �e�� �o�� R���e ��� ��� o��e� �� 
the �t�h �t�te ����tu�o��� T�u�t ���� �������t���o� ���T���.   
 �e �e��� the ��o�e�� o� ���u����� the ����e� �h��h ��� e�e�tu���� �ut u� �o� �u����  
�u��o� �� ��T�� �� ��to�e� o� ����.  �o��o���� �����te� �������� the ����e� ��� �u��h��e� �� 
��othe� e��t� � ����� ������ �����.   
 The ����� ������ ����� ��ou� h�� �e� to the �o�e �� the Ro�� ��o�ee�� ��� h�� �ee� 
e�t�e�e�� �u��o���e ��� �e�e�ou� �� ���o���� u� to u�e th�� ��o�e�t� �o� ou� �outh           
�o��e�e��e ������e�. �� � �e�u�t o� th�� �����u�ou� �e�e�t� thou����� o� �outh ��� the�� 
�e��e�� h��e �ee� ������e� �� the ����� the Route� �����t�� ��� the �o�e �� the Ro�� ��o�ee� 
�to��.   
 The ����� the Route� �����t� �e�e���e� �� ��tu�� e���o���� ��o�e�� o� the ��o�ee��. The 

The arbor and rock retaining wall 
were built just outside the Co-op in 
����� �ictured is missionar� ��nn 
Feinauer adding the information sign     
in �����  
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Mode�� �i�to�� of Blu� �o�t 

the �o��i�ilit� of a �oute� the� �e�o��e�e� �ou��el to�ethe�� a�d de�ide �hi�h �oute to    
follo�.   
 The ��o�e�t� e��o��a��e� �o���’ Wa�h� a �i��i��a�t o��ta�le. The e��e�ie��e of ��di�� 
the �e�t �oute hel�� the� u�de��ta�d the di��ult� the fou� ��out� had dete��i�i�� the �e�t 
�oute the �a�o� �o��a�� �hould ta�e.  
 We t�ul� �ou�ted thi� a� a Blu� �o�t Mi�a�le �e�au�e the �������� �e had �o��i�ed �� 
do�o� fell �ho�t of the ��al �������� that ���a� �a�il� �a��� �aid fo� the ��o�e�t�. The ���� 
�o� �a�� a �o�i�al lea�e �a��e�t to ��� fo� a��e�� to the ��� a��e�.  
 

 
 Blu� �o�t �ould ha�e �e�e� e�e��ed� if it �a� �ot fo� the �hu��h �i��io�a�ie� a�d the 
lo�al do�e�t� that �a�e to �e��e� ea�h ��i��i�� u�i�ue �a�a�ili�e� a�d the de�i�e to �e the�e. 
�a�h ha� a �to��� �ut � �a�t to tell �ou a�out a �ou�� �a� �a�ed �u��� Go�ha�.   
 We �e�ei�ed �o�d that a� au���� �ou�� �a� �ith hi� ��a�d�a�e�t� �Ba��a�a a�d Ba��� 
Mee�i��� �e�e �o�i�� to �e��e at Blu� �o�t. M� a��iet� le�el �a� �e�o�d de���i��o�. �o� i� 
that �oi�� to �o��� Whe� the� a��i�ed� �lai�e a�d � too� thei� �i��io�a�� �ad�e� to the� 
�� �lai�e ��e�e�ted �u��� hi� �i��io�a�� �ad�e� he �i��ed it o� a�d the� he �e�t to a         
full-le��th �i��o� a�d �tood the�e fo� �e�e�al �i�ute�. M� a��iet� le�. �t �a� �oi�� to �e ��. 
 ��e da� �u��� �a� �o��i�� i� the �i�ito��’ �e�te� a�d a �a� �a�e i� �ith a t-�hi�t that 
had ���ea� �o�d�� ��i�ted o� it. �u��� ��a��ed the �a� �� the �hi�t �ta���� �What a�e �ou 
doi��� �ea�i�� a �hi�t li�e thi��� The �a� �a� totall� ta�e� �a�� a�d a�e�t�u�� �� the e�e�t� 
�ut �oo� �ela�ed �o�e�hat �he� he �eali�ed �u���’� au���� �itua�o�.   
 �lai�e’� �ho�e �ta�ted �i��i��. � f�a��� �oi�e ��eeted he�� ��u���� �u��� �u�t ��a��ed a 
�a� �� hi� �hi�t�� �lai�e �a� o� the �u� to the �i�ito�’� �e�te�. Whe� �lai�e a��ed �u���� 
�What a�e �ou doi���� �u���’� �e��o��e �a�� �� �u�t �a�ted hi� to �e�e�t�� ��olo�ie� �e�e 
�ade a�d the �a� u�de��tood. �lai�e �i�ited �ith �u��� a�d hi� �e��o��e o��e a�ai� �a�� 

��i�te� �o�le�� � �u�t �a�ted hi� to �e�e�t��   
 �u��� al�o lo�ed to �li�� o� the u��tai�� 
�ia�o. �u���’� ��a���e ��e� a�d le��th �eeded 
to �e �et fo� the �i�ito��’ �a�e. ��e da�� a thou�ht 
�a�e to �e� ��a�e �u��� lea�� a �o��.� The� the 
h��� �a�e to �i�d� �God Be With You.� ��i�� 
Mathe�o� �o��ed �ith �u���. ��o��e�� �a�e 
�ui��l�. �t ou� �e�d-of-�ea� �oi�� a�a� �a�t��� 
�u��� �la�ed �God Be With You Till We Meet 
��ai�.� �ll of u� �a��� o� � �hould �a� �t�ied to 
�i��.� With tea�� �u��i�� do�� ou� fa�e�� �ho�ed 
�oi�e�� �e �aid ou� �ood��e��  
 
�u��i�ed �� ��a�� �o�le�� ����-�� Blu� �o�t 
�i�e�to� 

Bluff Fort special missionary 
Austin Gorham. 
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�a�es o� �e� �eop�e Fra�k � ��a��e �o��e� �orke� ��th �� ����-���� 

����������h��o������o��� �������l�p���h��e����t���l�����e�������to��C���� 

����e��������l����to��� �e�����el�o��ho�e���o�����e��e����ol������to��’ Ce�te� 

���o�t�C���t�ee�� Hole-��-the-�o�������l��h��to�����e�e���h���l������to��C���� 

���������lo��� �����p���h��e���e�to���o���t���l����l����o�t���te�����to��C������
�ee����ho��e����l���o����oll 

����t����lo��� �����p���h��e������o������l���l����e�����o�� 

Co����e��o������ �o������e���e�t������o���������pe����te�t�����to��C���� 

���e���C������o������ �ollo�����Co����e’����e�������e�-��o�����e��e� 

�e�e���������o��hee�� �o��l���ppo�te����l��o���t���l�����e����t���l�lo���o�� 

������Hel����t�� �o�����e��e����e�e���h��t���l�����e�����oh�����lo���o���e�t 

Hel����t�����l��� ��ppo�t 

����t����ell����lo��� ����t��������������et���o��Co-op 

��������o���� ��to���o� 

��������������o�e���� C����et��Co-op 

��������t��l���pe����� Co-op����te��o���oo�����t����������p�t������oo���� 

The Fort speaks: ��e o� the �ost a�a���� p�a�es see� �� o�r ���e��e�  
��s�tor �ro� �ta��� ����� 
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ful Appreciation  Sorenson Legacy Foundation, George S & Dolores Dore Eccles Foundation, Karl and LaRue  Barton, Larry H. & Gail Miller Family Foundation, Utah          Department of Transportation, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Foundation, State of Utah, San Juan County, Ester Foundation, Lettie Jones Foundation, Fredrick and       Barbara Jones, Vivian Redd McConkie Family, Mormon    Historic Sites Foundation,     Gunter & Christa Liebach, Bert and Kathy , Charles Redd    Foundation, and many other Friends of Bluff Fort 

For Their Talents  Tri Hurst Construction, 4 Corners Electric, Redd Mechanical, Archiplex Group, Lamont Crabtree, Utah       Department of Facility Construction Management, Jack Powers Sr., Gary Spears, Grant & Dell Taylor, John & Brandon Cox, Ron Snowden, Hole in the Rock Board of Directors—Corinne Roring— President, LaMar Helquist, Grant Taylor, Graig Taylor, Stephen Jensen, Mike Roring, Lynn Stevens. 

These two plaques hang inside the front 
door of the San Juan Cooperative. 
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Joe Brandon, Keith Nielson, Royce Mason, Dale & Beverly Black, Robert Healey, Rex 
Edwards, Jim Orr, Frank Rowley, John Austin Meekins Gorham, Theron Judd, ? , 
Barry Meekins.  Front: Maureen Brandon, Jerri Nielson, Jolynn Mason, Sylvia      
Healey, Patty Edwards, Vicki Orr, Elaine Rowley, Kathy Judd, ? , Barbara Meekins.                 
From Miracles Happen . . .  When the Time is Right. Bluff Fort ���� yearbook, p ���.

Pictured is Frank Rowley, ����-�� Bluff 
Fort Director roping a wooden calf. Early missionary volunteers Dennis & 

�oraine Harvey in ����.

The Fort Speaks: It was a dream to learn 
how to catch a cow. I learned it here. 

Thanks!
Visitor from France, ���� yearbook, page ��.
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Dale & Beverly Black 
Bluff Fort Directors 

���� to ����

Dale Black created and 
built the ore cart used in 
the Fort Co-op while on a 
honeymoon in the desert 

with his wife, Beverly.

Dale designed the Bluff Fort                    
waterwheel. �here were �� known      
pioneer water wheels in the area of 

Bluff.  Alan Martindale photo.

158



�ode�� �isto�� of ��u� �o�t 

� e����i�ed �s the� �e�e ��st ����ed to 
se��e� �e h�d �� ����i�� e��e�ie��e �s �e i�te��ie�ed ��os�e���e ��u� �o�t �e��i�e 
�issio���ies. �hi�e i�te��ie�i�� o�e of the ���� �issio���� �ou��es� �i� �i��e� e�ded his 
i�te��ie� �� s��i��� �f �e h��e � �h���e to se��e �t the ��u� �o�t� �e �i�� �e �i��i�� do
���thi�� �ou �s� us to do.  �h�t ��s �usi� to ou� e��s ��d the st�te�e�t ��e�� �e�� 
su��ed u� the ��tude of those s�eet �io�ee�s th�t ���e to ��u� i� ���� o� the ��� 
�u�� �issio�.

��o of the ���� �o��s ���e ���ted ou� �issio���ies to ���o���ish ou� ��st �e�� ��s to 
�et � ��e�t� ��� si�� ��i�ted th�t i��ited �eo��e to �o�e �isit the ��u� 
�o�t ��d to ����e � ��u� �o�t ���e� i� ��� h��d��de ite�s ��e�ted i� the 
���� �e�te�. �s �ou ��� see �oth of these �e�e ���o���ished.
  �t ��s � ��e�t ��i�i�e�e to �e�� �oth the ��u� �o�t ��d�e ��d the 
�hu��h of �esus �h�ist of ���e�-d�� ��i�ts �issio���� ��d�e. �hi�e sho��
�i�� out of to�� �e h��e h�d ���� st����e�s �oo� �t ou� �issio���� s 
��d�es ��d s��� �he�e is the ��u� �o�t� �h�t h�s o�e�ed the doo� to 
sh��e �its ��d �ie�es of the sto��. �es� the�e is ��o�e� i� the ��d�e.
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During our two years of 

service, Dale guided the 

Bluff missionaries on    

several memorable RV   

excursions.
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�o���� Histo�� of B��� Fo�t 

THE BLACK S �ND YEAR OF SERVING AT THE BLUFF FORT – ����
If yo� �a�t to ��o� the Lord, go to �or� for �I�.

Da�� B�a��� B��� Fo�t Di���to� ��ot� t�� fo��o�i�� i� a B��� Fo�t ���� N��s������
T�� B��� Fo�t C����� s���i�� �issio�a�i�s a�� ������t�� ���a��� i� �o�st������ a ��� 

�at�� f�at���� It �i�� �o�sist of a �� foot �o�ia  �at�� ����� ��i�� �i�� �a�� �� �����ts a�� 
�i�� ��a� �at�� o�t of a si���at�� �i��� a�� ���� it o�to �i���� ��o���� T�� ����os� of t�is 
�at�� ����� is to ���o�st�at� o�� of t�� ��t�o�s �s�� �� t�� �a��� Sa� ��a� s�����s to ��a� 
�at�� f�o� t�� Sa� ��a� Ri��� to i��i�at� t��i� ��o�s� B�a�� Lo��st� ��i�� is t�� �a���st �oo� 
i� t�is �o��t�� a�� t�� �ost �ot-��sista�t �oo�� �i�� �� �s�� to �o�st���t t�� �at�� ������ 
T�is ������ �as s�i���� i� f�o� Co��ai�� �assa���s��s� A ����� �a��o� �o����t� ta�� �as 
���� ���i�� a�� �i�� �� �s�� as t�� �at�� sto�a�� a�� ���i����a�o� ta���

A ����� �a��o� �o����t� o���-to� ta�� is ��i�� �s�� to si���at� t�� Sa� ��a� Ri���� �a�
t�� �o�s �o��st��a� a�� ��t���s to �o� i�to t�� �at�� ����� ta�� a�� t��� ���s �o�� a 
si���at�� �i��� a�� �i�to� t�� sto�a�� ta��� T�� �����ts �i�� �i�� �� �at�� as t�� ����� t���s 
a�� ���� it i�to a ���� ��i�� �i�� t��� �i���t t�� �at�� to a� i��i�a�o� �it�� t�at �i�� �o� 
to a s�a�� �a�����

T�� �at�� f�at��� �i�� a�so i������ a �at�� ta��� ��i�� �i�� ��o�i�� a� o��o�t��it� fo� 
��i����� to �����sta�� t�� f�a�i�� �at��� of st���t���s a�o�� t�� �i��� s��� as �i���sio� �a�s 
��i�� �a� ��t �as��� a�a�� T���� �i�� a�so �� a �o�� �a��i�� a��a� �����s����� t�� �a��� 

s �o�� ��s� a�o�� t�� Sa� ��a� Ri��� ��a� B����

��r��� & La�a �����er, �oh� & �ea� �e���, �o� & �r��ty Coo���, Char�ey & �are� �ea�er, ���e &
Chery� �e���g, Lar�e & ��gh ��r�ha�, �e�y & �te�art Le���, �ar� & �a�er�e ��e��o�, Cathy & Lee 
�r�ght, �athy & �haro� ��dd, �ar� & �ay�e �erre�, �e��a & Ro� �o���o�, �e� & �a�e ��a�� � �����
��g �� the �hoto� �o� & �y���a �ea�ey, �oe & Caro� �arto�, �ry�e & Cathy Redd.
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�he ���� �i��io�a�ie� la�o�ed �ith all thei� hea�t� to �et the Wate� Wheel ��o�e�t �o��leted�

�he�o� J�dd’� he�d of �oode� ho��e� �a� al�o a hit�

While Dale’� �ai� ���� �oal �a� to �o��lete the �ate� �heel� �athy W�i�ht ��ote � ���li�hed 
the �oo� �Jody’� Jo���al����e�’� �oal �a� to ha�e the �i��io�a�ie� ��ild a �hi��e� �oo�� �he    
�i��io�a�ie� �ade a�a�i�� �oode� toy�� leathe� �ho�e hol�te��� leathe� ����e�� doll�� a��o��� 
��ilt� to �a�e a fe��

162



������ ������� �� ���� ����  

���� Fort Water 
Wheel Project 

Dale Black spent over a year 
coming up with a plan        

before implementing it. 
 

First a hole was dug. 
Lowering the water tank 

into place. 

Installing the lid on the 
tank of the water wheel. 

 Water Wheel axle support 
was installed. 

������ ��� ���� ��� ���� ���������� 
��������� 
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Cutting pieces in the shop for the 
Water Wheel. Black Locust was 

used in construction of the water 
wheel because of its’ durability. 
It is a hard, strong wood that is 

rot resistant. 

 
Assembling pieces for 

the first half of the water 
wheel next to the Fort 

kitchen. 

Assembling the water 
wheel under the 

porch shelter of the 
Cowboy Cabin. 

 Mike Roring 
hoisting the 

water wheel in 
place with a 

crane. 
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Attaching the water 
wheel to the axle.

Placing landscape rocks 
into place.

Almost finished!
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Completed Bluff 
Fort Waterwheel. Courtesy of Erlene Taylor

Water wheel on a moon-lit night.
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�ode�� ���to�� o� ��u� �o�t  

WATERWHEEL DEDICATION   
 �he ��te��hee� ded����o� too� ����e ����� �� ����� ����� ����o� �e��� the �o�� ��d de-
���� �o� � ��te��hee� to �e �o��t�u�ted �t ��u� �o�t� ����t ����o� �et ��th the �o��o�� ������ 
�� �o�� to t��� ��th the� ��out ����� �o� the ��te��hee�� �o�e�t� ��ud�e� ��d �oe �o��o�� 
�e�e the �e� ��d���du��� th�t he��ed �et � ������� do���o� to he�� �u��d the ��te��hee�� � 
����t ��o� �t�h �u�eu�� to he�� ��th � ���� ��� �e�e��ed ��d ����e �e��hd�h� ��d ����d 
�t�oud ��o� �h���������� �o��t ���e to ��u� to ��o�e out the �e���� �he�� de���� ��e� ��� 
�o��� to he�� de���� the �hee�� �ut the� �e�� th�ou�h� ����� ��d ����t �o��ed ��th ���e 
������ ���e�to� o� the �o�t �� ����-��� ���e �o��ed h��d o� the ���� ��d u����te�� ��� ���e to 
�ee the ��o�e�t th�ou�h to �o���e�o��   

�he �o��o�� ������ �o��ed to�ethe� �� the �o� �ee���hou�e �t � �� ��d ����t ����o� 
�o�du�ted the ded����o�� �o�e�t� ��ud�o� ����ed the �u�� o���� ��d the o�e���� h��� 
��� the ����e ���� o� the �e�u����� ��e� the ���o���o�� � de��e�d��t ������ ���� �o�e� 
�o�e �e ����t�� �he� ����d �o��o�� ��o�e ��out �e��� �o�e���t �eo��e� ���e �e��� ��d ��-
��h �o��o��� �o� �o��o�� ded���ted the ��te��hee� ��d e�h���t� �he ��o�d  �o�ed out to the 
��te� �hee� ��d ����h ��� ����e� ��e ��� d�u�hte� o� ���e�t �o��o��� ��e � �o�th� o� the 
t���� ����ed the ���t�h �t����� the ��te��hee�� �e �h��� �hee � �od �o� � ��o�het ��� 
�u�� �� the ��o���� h��� ��d � �e�ed���o�� ���tu�e� �e�e t��e� ��d �o�e�t� ��d he� ���te� 
too� o� the�� �hoe� to ��de �� the �t�e��� �he�e �e�e o�e� ��� �eo��e �� ��e�d���e�  �� ����t 
����o� 

The gold panning stream is  a 
popular area for children on 
the Fort. It is located next to 

the water wheel. 

The water wheel is a center attraction when visitors step 
out the back door of the Co-op. A soothing Native American 
flute plays near the hogan and tepee. 

���� ������� 

W��e� ��ee� H���� 

Tepee C����� 
����ee� 
�����e�� 

167



. 

168



�ode�� ��s�o�� o� Bluff Fo��  

THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE SERVED AT THE BLUFF FORT ���� � ���� 

�e����e ��ss�o�a��es ����-���� Bla�d��� Do�e��s ���� & 
���� 

Na�e �ea� Add�ess   Na�e 
Ba��o�, �oe &  �a�ol ����-�� �o���ello, UT   Ada�s, L��e�e 
Be��e�, �a�� & �a�le ���� �o�ell, UT   Be�a�e, �a��e �Bluff� 
B�adsha�, �a�d�a ���� �ood���, ID   Be�all�e, �o��� 
Bu��e�, �u�h &  �a�d� ���� �pa��sh Fo��, UT   Bla��, Le��s & �laud�a 
�o��s, Bo� & ���s�� ����-�� Nau�oo, IL   Bla��, Na�da 
De����, ���e & �he��l ���� �aple�o�, UT   Bla�e, �e�Do��e 
Fo�, �ase� & �a�� ���� Napa, ID   B��d, ��a & ��a� 
��a�, �o� &  ��el�� ���� ��� �eo��e, UT   �h��s�e�se�, Al�so� 
�eale�, Bo� & ��l��a ����-�� Bluff, UT   Fla�el, �usa� 

�udd, Tha�o� & �a�h� 
���� & 

�� ��e�, UT 
  

F�a���, �all�e 

Le��s, ��e�a�� &  Be�� ���� ��o��a�e, AZ   �el�u�s�, La�a� 
�aso�, �o��e & �oL��� ����-�� Au�o�a, UT   ����ha�, �u�h & La�ue 
��All�s�e�, B�e�� & �a�o�a ���� ��� �eo��e, UT 

  
I���s, �e��h & DeA�� 

��lle�, ��� & �a�lee� ���� Ta�lo�s��lle, UT   �a��, Do� & �h��le� 
Nelso�, �a�� & �ale��e ����-�� Idaho Falls, ID   �oh�so�, �a���a 
���, ��� & ����� ����-�� �o��a�, UT   �eele, ��e�e 
�a�s��up, �o�e� & �e���e ���� Tooele, UT   ����, �a�� 
�oulse�, �o� & Bel�a ����-�� A��o�, ID   La��, To�� 
�edd, B���e & �a�h� ���� Bla�d���, UT   L��a�, Aus�� & �a�hlee� 
�al�o�, Da��d & �oa��e ����-�� ��e�, UT   L��a�, �ed & �a�d��e 
�ea�e�, �ha�le� & �a�e� ����-�� �affo�d, AZ   L��a�, �ud� 
�e�ss, �oh� & �ea� ���� ��e�, UT   N�elso�, Lesl�e 
����h�, Lee & �a�h� ���� ��� �eo��e, UT   �al�e�, �a�� �ele� 

  �o�ell, �h��le� 
�edd, �a�h� 
�e��e��, �oa��e 
�ho�es, �a���a 
�hu��a�, �a�le 
�la�e�s, ��� & �a�e� 
������ha�, ��e� & LaNell 

Utah Senators Mike 
Lee and Orrin Hatch 
visited the Fort at 
different times in 
����. �ever�� ��ack � 
Mike Lee in photo. 
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��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

����������������������������.���������������������������������������������������������������
����������������.��������������������������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������.��������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������.

���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
���������������������.�������������������������������.������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������.������������������������������������������
�����������������.������������������������������������� �����������������������������������
����������������������������������� ���������������������. �������������������������������.�
�����������������������������������������.�����������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������������������������.

�������������������������.�������������������������.�������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������.��������
�������������������������������������.�

��������������������������.����������������-����-��������������������������� ��������
����������������������.����������������������������������������������������.������������������
������������������-��-������������.���������������������������������� ������������������������������
����. ��������������������������������.��������������������������������������������������
�����������.��������������.�

�����������������������������������������������������������.�����������������������������
����������.����������������.��������������������.��������������������������������������������.�
��������������������������������������������������������������������.�������������������������������

Lana and Burnis 
Skinner

Bluff Fort Directors 
����-����

The following report came from an interview conducted in May 
���� at Bluff Fort � from the ���� missionary year�ook� Burnis Skinner photo.
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���� missionaries installing walkways near �ohn Taylor sculpture.

UPS & FedEx shipments came directly into 
the Co-op, interfering with visitors inside. 
Therefore, a receiving room was built 
adjacent to the woodshop in order to 
alleviate the congestion. Later on, it was 
converted into the paint room, and the 
Cowboy Cabin was converted into the 
receiving room. Burnis Skinner photos.

New canvas covers were installed on the wagons.

New chinking for the cabins.
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��������t���������.������������������������.�������
���������������t�t����t�����������t��������������
���������t��t�������t�������������.����t������������
���������������t.� 
 ����������t������������������������
���������������������.�����������������.�����
t��t���t�������t�t����t��t���������������������t���
������������t�������t��.��������t������������������t.�
���������t������������t.��t�����t���������������.�
�t���������������������������t������������t�����
������.����t������������������t���������������
�������� ������������������������t������t������
���t����. �������t���������������������������t�
���������t���������������t���.���������tt��������
�������������������t���������������t���t�������.����t��t��������������������t�������������������
����������.������������������������t��t�������������t�������t����������������t. �������t���������
t���t��t�����������t������������������������t�������������.��������������������������������
����t������������������������������������������t������t���t��t���.�������������t��t����������
t��������������t���������������. 
 �t����������t�����tt���������������.��������t���������t���������������������������������t.�
�����t����������������������������t��t�������t�����������������t����.����t�����������t��t�
��tt��������������t���������t������t������t���������������������������������������.�����t�������
��������t��t������������t�����t����������������������.���������t�������t����������������
t�������������������������������� ����tt����������������������������������t�������������t�����
���t��t��t�t�����������������������������������t��t��������t��������.��t��������t�������t���������.�
������t��������t��t����������������������t��������t�������������t����������������������.������
�������t�����tt�����������t������t�t����.��������������.��������������������������������������
��������t�������������t�t�����������������t�����t�����t�������t�t����.� 
 �t�t������t��t��������t����������t������������������t�������t��t�������.���������t����t���

�����������������������������.�
�������t��������t�����������������
t����t�����������t���������������t��
���������������t�������.������
���������t���������������������
��������.��������������������t��
��������������������������������
�t�t�t�������t�. 
 �������������t��������������
���t�����t������t����������������
������.��t����������������������
�����������������������������������
��������t���t��t������������������
�������������t�����t�����������

��������������������������“Though 
�� h��� ��gh��� �����u��� ou�     
������o�� �o� �h��� ������u��   
��h��������� ��� �o �o� ��� �u�� 
�o� ����ou�� �h�� �o�� Tho�� o� u� 
�ho ������� �o��� ���� h��� �o�� �o 
����� �h��g� Th� ������� ������� �ho 
h��� ���� �������� �o ���� �� �h�� 
���� o� �h�����g�� ��� �o o����o�� 
���� o�� ��� �� ������� �o� �h��� 
������� �� �ho�� �ho �u����    
h��������  
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������ ������� �� ���� ����  

���� �� ��� ���� �������� 
�������� �� ��� ������ 
���� ������� �������� 
����� ���������� ����� 
���� ���� ������� ������ 
������ ���     ������� �� 
������� ����         �������
���� ���� ���� �� ��� ���� 
�� ���� ���� ����� ����� 
��� � ����� ����� ������ 
���� ��� ������ ��� ���� 
��� ������� ���� �������� 
������� ���� ����� ��� 
�������� �� �� ��������� 
������� �������� ��� ��� 
������ ���� ���� ������

������� ������ �������� ���� 
 �� ������� ��� ���� ���� ��� ������������ ���� � ������� �������� ������ �� ��� ���� 
�������� ��� ����� ���� ������������ ������� � ����� ���� �� ���� �� ��� ����� ��� ����� ����� 
���� ������� � ����� ������ ������� �� ��� ������ ������� �� ���������� ����� ���� �������   
������� ������ ����� ���� ��� ������� ���� ����������� ���� ������� �� ����� ���� ���� ��� 
����� ����� ������-������� ������� ���� ���� ��� �� ��� �������� ����� ���� ������ � ������ ���� 
�������� �� �� ���� �� ���� ��� ��������� ���� �� ��� ������� ��� ���� ���� ��� ��� �� ���� �� 
��� ���� ���� ��� ���� ��� ������ ��� ������ ������� ���� �������� �� ��� �������               
������������� ��� ���������� ���������� ���� ����� ����� ���� ������ ��������� �������� ���� 
���� �������� �� ��� ���� �� ��� ���� �� ������ ���� ������ �� ��� ���� ���� ���� ������� 
���� �� ���� ����� �� ����� ����� ������ ����� ��� �������� ���� � ���� �� ��� ���� �� ��� 
������ ���� ��� ������� ������ ��� ������� ��� ��� ���� �� ������ ��������� ���� ��� ��������� 
����������� ���� ��� ��� ���� ��� ������ ��� ���� ��� ���������� ������� �� ����� ����� ����� 
��� ������������ ���� �������� �� ��� ������� ����������� ��������� �� �������� ������� 
���� ������ ������ ��������� ������ ������ �� 
��� ����� ���� ����� ���� ����� ���� �����-
���� ��������� ����� ����� ����� ���� 
����� �� ��������� 
 ������� ��� ������������ ���� � ����� ���� 
�� ����� ����� ���� �������� �� � ����� ��� � 
����� �� ������� ��� ����� ����� ���� ��� 
���������� ���� ��� ���� ������ ������ �������� 
��������� �� ������ ��� ����� ��� �������� ��� 
��� ������� ��� ������ ����� ����� ������ ����� 
����� ���� ��������� �� ��� ����� ��� ��� ���� 
������������ �������� ���� ��������             
�������������� ��� ������������ ������������ �� 

Missionaries compacting the tepee 
floor. 
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����o� ��h�������� �� ����� ����������. 
 ������ �h� s����� ������ ���h� �� �h� �o�� ��s 
h���. �h� ������ ��p���o� �ho�� ���� ��� s���� ��� 
���ss�� �� �����os ��� ����� �o��s. �h� ������� s�����s 
���� � ��o�p o� �����os �ho ���� ��� p���o����. 

�h�� h���� ��o� �h� ���p��s ��� 
�h� ����� ������. ����� ��� ����� 
�o���� ���� � �����h����            
p���o������. �h�� ���� �h� so� 
��� ����h���-��-��� o� �o����s 
��� ��� �h����� �o����. ����s   
���h���� �o����� s����� ����������� �s ���h h�s ��s�� ��� po����. 
 �h� ��ss�o�����s h��� ������ ho�� �������s �h��� �h�� ���o��� 
�h� ���������s. �h����� ��� ����� ������ ��� �h� ��o�p �� ��            
���������o� s�o��. �h�� ���o��� ��� �������s ���h �h� ����hs �s �h�� 
����h� �s ho� �o ���� p��s ��� ���o�. ������� ���� ����h� �h�� 
ho� �o ���� �����o ��� �����. 
 �h�� ���� ��s� �h�o��ho�� �h� ���� ���h ������� �����s s��h �s 

������ �p �h� ��� ����� ���h��� �� �h� s���� o� �h� �o���s� s��so�. �o�� h�� �����s �������� 
�h� ��s��oo�s. �h�� �������sh�� ��� ����� �o�� �o�� s�������s. ��p���s ���� ���� o� 
�h� ����� �h��� ��� �h� �o�� p������ p��ps. � ��� ����� h��� p��p ��s ����� ���� 
�h� p������ �o� �o��. �o�� o� �h� �����s� �����s� ����h� ���� ��� ����� ������ �o� ���o      
������ �������� ������� �s �h�� �o�p����� �h� ��oo� �o� �h� ���p��. �h�� h��p�� ��      
����sh��� �h� ��p�� ��oo�. �o��� ���s�� ��s ��s� ������ ��� ��� �o� ����s s���� h� ���  
����� ������� �� ����� �o��. ����� ������� sho����� �� �h� ��s� o� �h� ��� �o�� o� �op o� �h� 
����o�� �� �h� �h����� �oop. �h� s���� ���� ����� �� ���� �o ��� ���o �h� �h����� �oop 
�����. �h� ���� �s o���� s����� 
 ���� ���o�s ����� �h� ��� ������o���s �o sho� ��� �h��� �o�� �� �h� �o�� �o���s� o�� 
���h ����o�s ��������s �� �o�h �h� ��s��o� ������ �ps����s ��� �� �h� �o� ������� ho�s�. 
���� �o���s ���� �h� ������� �h�� ���s�s ��� �o���s �h� �� �� �h� �o� ������� ho�s�. �h� 
��� �o������op ��� ������� ������o� ���� ���� �� ���� �o���s ��� h�s so�.  
 �� �h� ����� �oo� � s���pp� ����� ��s s��� �� �h� s�s��� ��ss�o�����s �o� �h� ������o�s

�����s ��� ���� �������. �� ��s 
���h��� ������� �� �����.     
������ �h� ������ �h�              
��ss�o�����s ���o��� �������� 
�o���h��. ��� �����o�� ���o��� 
����h��� ����� ����� ����� h�� 
���s. �h��� ���� ����       
ho������ ����s ��o� �h� ����� 
������ �h�� ��o���� �h� ���� 
shop. 
 �h� ���h ���pho��         ��� cookies �ake� for the Utah Symphony concert. 

Jerry Fullmer kept 
the skunks out of 
the chickens! 

The Utah Symphony came to Bluff 
at Camp Stickie.  
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�ode�� �isto�� of �lu� �o�t  

�e�fo��ed at �a�� Sti��ie �ea� �luff, Utah o� �u�ust ��st� �he �issio�a�ies �e�e a�le to 
�a�ti�i�ate� ��� �oo�ies a�d ��o��ies �e�e �a�ed a�d �ead� to �e sold at the Utah          
S���ho�� �o��e�t� S�ea�i�� of �oo�ies, the �e� �oo�ie a�d ��o��ie dis�la� �ase a�d   
�a�i�et �as �ade �� �a�� S�ithso�� �he �a�e�s lo�ed it� �e�do��e �la�e �a�e a lesso� to 
the �issio�a�ies o� ho� to �a�e ���lish toffee� ��e� so�e of the �u�s �a�e to the �lass� 
�a�� S�ithso� a�d �ea� �u�the� �ade a �at�h� �he S�ithso�s a��i�ed i� �e��ua�� �ith 
f�esh le�o�s, ��a�ef�uit, a�d o�a��es, too� �he �o�t �a�e�s jui�ed a�d �ested e�ou�h le��
o�s fo� a� e�ti�e seaso� of �u��hi�i �oo�ies� �he �issio�a�ies a�d the to�� �e�efited� 
 �he �luff �issio�a�ies �a�ti�i�ated i� ��is �off�s �a�tis�� �he �luff ��a��h �it�he� has 
a �a�tis�al fo�t u�de��eath the floo�� �u��iss S�i��e� �e�fo��ed the �a�tis� a�d �a�� 
�elso� �e�fo��ed the �o�fi��atio� a��o�di�� to �hat ��is �a�ted� �he follo�i�� is the  
i�te�esti�� sto�� of he� �o��e�sio� as told �� �a�a S�i��e�� 
 �a�a S�i��e� �elated the sto�� of ��is �o��e�sio�� She said �a�� a�d �ale�� �elso� 
�e�e li�i�� at �o�al Sa�ds �� �a�� a�d the� �et �i� a�d ��is �off� She �as f�o� �e�as� �he� 
�e�a�e f�ie�ds �ith the�� �ale�� said �ou should �o�e to �luff �o�t a�d �o�e i�to the 
��aft �e�te� a�d see �hat �e do the�e� ��d so o�e da�, ��is �a�e� She sta�ed a�d she �e�t 
�o�i�� e�e�� da�� She �ade �u�s� She �ade so�e �ou�d �u�s fo� us to sell i� the �isito� 
�e�te�� She d �ee� �o�i�� the�e fo� a �ou�le of �ee�s �he� o�e da�, she said, ��e �ou 
�i�ls all �o��o�s� ��d �e 
said, �es, �e a�e� She said 
Well, I �e �ee� to this 

�hu��h, a�d that �hu��h, a�d 
e�e���od� else�s �hu��h, a�d 
I thou�ht that if I e�e� joi�ed 
a �hu��h, it �ould �e the  
�eho�ah�s Wit�esses o� the 
�o��o�s� It just so         
ha��e�ed that the �ou��  
full-ti�e elde�s �e�e o� the 
fo�t that da�� So�eo�e �a� 
out a�d �ot the� a�d the� 
�a�e i� a�d the� tal�ed to 
he�� She sta�ted ta�i�� the 
�issio�a�� lesso�s at the 
�elso��s t�aile�� ��out t�o 
�o�ths late�, he� hus�a�d�s 
jo� t�a�sfe��ed the� �a�� to 
�e�as� We �e�e just si�� �e�
�ause she �as doi�� so �ell �ith he� dis�ussio�s� 
 ��e da� she �alled a�d she said, I d�o�e a�ou�d o�e da�� I sa� a �hu��h a�d I �e�t 
the�e a�d the�e �e�e t�o siste� �issio�a�ies, a�d I a� �o� ta�i�� the lesso�s� � �ou�le 
�o�ths late�, she �alled a�d she said, I � �etti�� �a�ti�ed a�d I � �o�i�� �a�� to �luff�
She sa�s, I �a�t �u��is to �a�ti�e �e a�d I �a�t �a�� to ��a� o�e� �e� She did��t ��o� it 

�ris ���� ��i���e� ��s b���i�e� �� ��e B�u�� Br�n�� 
by Burnis Skinner. 
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�as �alled �o��i��atio�. �he ��st said, ��a� o�e� �e.  
 �he a�d �i� �a�e �a�� to �l���, a�d she �as �apti�ed i� the little �l��� �hapel. � �e� 
�ee�s a�te� that, the� �e�t �a�� to �e�as. �he �alled o�e da� a�d e��lai�ed I ha�e to spea� i� 
�a��a�e�t �eeti��. �a� �o� help �e �ith the tal�� �o, �e �a�e he� so�e ideas �o� the topi� 
that she �as �i�e�. 
 ��d a �e� �ee�s a�te� that, it �as �a� �o� ���s help �e� �he� �a�t �e to do a      
p�ese�tatio� i� �elie� �o�iet� a�o�t �l��� �o�t. �o, �e se�t he� �ideos a�d i��o��atio�, a�d 
di��e�e�t thi��s that she �o�ld �se �o� he� �elie� �o�iet� thi��. ��d it �as��t lo�� a�te� that, 
that she �alled a�d said I�� �ei�� �alled as a �o��selo� i� the �elie� �o�iet�. ��d at that ti�e, 
I �e�e� tho��ht I �o�ld se��e a p�osel�ti�� �issio�. ��t �e did, �e �apti�ed he�. It �as��t ��st 
the siste� �issio�a�ies. It �as the spi�it o� �l��� �o�t. ��d it �as the �essa�e that �as he�e. 
��d the spi�it that ��is �elt he�e. �he �as a hea�� s�o�e�, a�d e�e�� �ee� �e �ot a �epo�t. I � 
se�e� da�s �itho�t a �i�a�ette. I�� �� da�s �itho�t a �i�a�ette. �he �elt that spi�it he�e a�d 
it to��hed he� li�e, a�d it has �ha��ed he� li�e �o�e�e�. �hat is a� e�pe�ie��e ��o� he�e that I 
�ill al�a�s t�eas��e, that �e �e�e a�le to ��i�� so�e o�e as s�eet as he� i�to the Gospel. It is 
s��h a� a�a�i�� e�pe�ie��e to �e he�e, �a�a �o��l�ded. 
 ��othe� thi�� that �eall� �a�es this pla�e spe�ial is the �oa�d o� di�e�to�s. �he� a�e all  
des�e�da�ts o� those �ol�s �ho �a�e he�e. �he settle�s �ho �a�e he�e. ����is ��i��e� stated 
that ��o� his �ie�poi�t as a di�e�to�, �hei� s�ppo�t is a�sol�tel� ���elie�a�le. He said: It 
�as��t lo�� a�te� I �as a di�e�to�, I �oti�ed �e �e�ei�ed a lot o� ship�e�ts �o�i�� di�e�tl� i�to 
the �isito� �e�te� �hile people �e�e i� the�e, loo�i�� a�o��d, a�d he�e �o�es a ��� a�d �ed�� 
ship�e�t �ith loaded �a�ts �ei�� p�shed i� the�e. It �as ha�d to �et i� a�d o�t. �t o�e o� the 
�oa�d �eeti��s, I said, �e �eed to ha�e a �e�ei�i�� a�ea. I said, �e �o�ld ��ild it o�t he�e 
�� the shop. �he� o�a�ed it a�d �e ��ilt it. �o, e�e��thi�� �e �a�ted to do, the� s�ppo�ted 
��� pe��e�t. �e had the oppo�t��it� to ��ild that �e�ei�i�� �oo�. It�s still e��o�ed. �e ha�e to 
�o�� at the �o�t to do those �i�ds o� thi��s that �a�e it appeali�� �o� people to �o�e a�d e��
�o� it. �hat a �lessi��. �hat a p�i�ile�e.  
  
 �e�io� �issio�a�ies �ho se��ed at �l��� �o�t i� ���� i��l�ded �e� a�d Glo�ia �e��e�, �e��� 
a�d ���e ��ll�e�, �ea� a�d �ea�a G��the�, �a�� a�d �ale�ie �elso�, ����is a�d �a�a       
��i��e�, Ga�� a�d �athlee� ��ithso�, �ha�lie a�d �a�e� �ea�e�, �eith a�d �ois ��� �hite, 
�a� �ee��ille�, �o�e� a�d �ett� �e�se�, �a�id a�d �oa��e �alto�. �o�e�ts �ho se��ed       
i��l�ded: �a��e �i��ha� ��a�t �e�te� s�pe��iso�, H��h �i��ha� ��ll ti�e do�e�t, ��e�t a�d  
��sa� �la�ell, �eslie �ielse�, �i��i a�d �o�� �a�e�, �oh��� �ei�e�t, �hi�le� �a��, �ats� �h���a�, 
���ette a�d �da�s, G�e� a�d �a�ell �t�i��ha�, �oe a�d �a�ol �a�to�, �ed a�d �hi�le� �o�ell, 
�a�io� �ielse�, �athlee� ���a�, �ia��e I�a�s, �a�sha �oh�so� �o�i�so�, �a�� Hele� �al�e�, 
�e�e�l� �la��, �a�ed a�d �a�da�e ���a�, �o� �o� �la�e, �ta� a�d ��a ���d, �a�e� �a��h�e�, 
��sti� ���a�, �all� �h���a�, �a�sha sho�es, �te�e �eele, �a�e� a�d �i� �la�e�s, Ha�d� a�d 
����� �edd,. ���stit�te do�e�ts �e�e �at� �i��, �o�i� �e�ali, �la�dia �la��, a�d ��d� ���a�. 
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���� Bluff Fort Church Service Missionaries- Dennis & Melody Ivie, Charley &     
Karen Weaver, Mark & Valerie Nelson, Burnis & Lana Skinner, Hugh & LaRue   
Kirkham, Jerry & Ann Fullmer, Ken & Lois White, Ken & Gloria Decker, Dean & 
Deana Gunther, Gary & Kathleen Smithson. �hotos taken from ���� Bluff Fort Missionary 
Yearbook.

Dan Seegmiller arrived July ��th. Roger & Betty Jensen came 
September �st.

David & Joanne Walton 
served from home as    
webmaster and Trip       
Advisor monitor while also 
serving as leaders in the             
Summerfield Manor        
Retirement Center Branch 
at home.
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�od��� ����o�� o� ���� �o��  

 

 

 
������ � �a�a �������� ������o�� ���do�� ��ah� �o� � �a�o� �a��o� �o������o� ��ah� ����� � 
��� ������� �a��o�������� ��ah� �ha�o� � �a�h� ��dd ����� ��ah� �a�� � �a����� ����o� Idaho 
�a���� Idaho� ����� � �a�h� ��dd ��a�d���� ��ah� �ha���� � �a��� ��a��� �a�o�d� ����o�a� 
�oh� � �a��� ����� ����� ��ah� ����h � �o�� ��� �h��� ��� ��o���� ��ah�  
 

 
������ � �a�a �������� ������o�� ���do�� ��ah� ��� � ��o��a ������ �o����� �o�o�ado� ����� � 
��� ������� �a��o�������� ��ah� ��a� � ��a��a ����h�� ������a� �o��� ��ah� ������ �       
���od� I��� �a������o�� ��� �����o� �a�� � �a����� ����o� Idaho �a���� Idaho� �a�� � �a�h�
���� ����h�o� ���a� ����o�a� �a� ���������� ���a�a�� ��o��� ��ah� �ha���� � �a��� ��a��� 
�a�o�d� ����o�a� ����h � �o�� �h��� ��� ��o���� ��ah� 
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Bluff Fort Directors 
Vicki and Jim Orr

���� to ����

�umen Jones �ome Ruins in ���� � after restoration. It was completed under 
the direction of Jim Orr. Missionary Roger Jensen designed, drew the plans, and 

led the finished project of the partial roof building. 
  ���� Construction 
of the bowery was by 
Alan Pace, master 
electrician who just 
happened to be 
called as a               
missionary when this 
project came along.�������ss�o��������o����oo��photos.

I was privileged to have 
several conversations with 
Corinne Roring, founder of 
the Fort. She talked often 

of the miracles that       
happen at Bluff Fort.

Jim Orr

������� ������ �����. ��� ������� �����.

��� ������� �����.
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�o���������o���o��������o��� 

�������������������
�o����o����o�������
�o����������o����
������������������
�������������������
��������������������
����������o�����o��
������o������� 
 ������������������o�
��������������o��������o��������Co�������o�������o������

o�������o���������������o�����o�������������������������������������o���������������o�������
�o�������������o��’��������������o�������������o������������o���������o�������o������������
���������o��������o��������������o������������������������������o��������������o�����������
�o��o��������o��������� 
 �������������������o��������������������������o�������������o��������������������������o���

�����������o�������������o�������o������������o�
o������������������������’ ��o���o�������o�������
��������o��������o����o�����������������������o���
������o������o�����������-�o���������������
�o�����������������o����������������������o�����o�
������oo����o�����o��������������o�������������
����������������������o��������o������������
�������������������o������� 
 ����������������������������������o�������
��o�������o���������������������o������o������
�o��������o������������o����������������������
�������������o�����o���������������������
�o������o�����o�������o��o������� 
 �������������������������������������������
�o��������o������������o���������������������
Co-o�����������������o���������������o�������
������o����������oo�������o������o����������o�
������������o����������������������������������������
�o����������o�������������������o�����o����
��������o�����������������������o�����o���
����������������������������������������������o���
o��o���������������������������o���o����������
�o���������o�����������������o��������������o���
�����������o�����o���������������������o����
�o���������o�����������������������������o����
��������o��������o����o���o����������o�������

�ew pavilion built in ����. 

Farm Equipment display donated by 
local resident Melvin Gaines.   

Farm implements used by                
the settlers of Bluff  
Hand tools; slip or scoop & Fresno 
scrapers; walking plows; walking      
cultivators; sulky plows & hay rakes; 
Jackson Forks. Ron Bateman photos. 

Restored Kumen Jones Home. Lamont Crabtree Photo  
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�a�� �t th���. �t �ad� �t ���� ���� ���� a ����t��� 
���t a�d �a��� ���� ��t����� t� ���� �� a�d ��� 
�hat�� h���. �� �� d�d that. 
 �� add�t��� t� that� �� had a �h����� ���� a�d 
th�� had a ��t �� �h������ �������� t� ��� ������
��� d����t���. � �a� ��������d that �h�� �� ��t 
�� ��a�� �� th� ������� ���d ha�� a ��t �� �h����� 
�d��.  �� ���������d that ��t� a �t��a�� �h�d a�d 
����d �t ���� ���������t t� th� ������� �� �� 
��t ��������t �� th���. ��� �� ���� a��� t� ta�� 
a�� �� th� �ha��� ���� ���ta��� a�d �t��� th��� 
 �� th� ������� �� th� ��a�����th �h��� �� ����            
���t��at� �����h t� ��t ���� ���d �a����� ������
���t� ���t�� d��at�d ���� a ���a� �a��d ������ 
�a����. �� ��t �� a d����a� ��� ��� ����t��� ������ th����h. �h�� ��t�� ha�� ���� ��tt�� �d�a �� 
�hat th� �������� ���t th����h t� ��t �� th� �����at��� ������a�� t� �a��. � ��t �� ����t��� a�� 
��t� �������� a�d a ��t �� th�� a�� ����������. ��d ��� �� ��t �� th� d����a�.  
  �� add�t��� t� that� �� ta����� t� ��a�t �a����� �� d���d�d t� ���at� a d����a� �� �hat �t     
��a��� �����d ���� �h�� th� �������� ����t �a�� h���� a� ���a�����t. �� �a�� �t a�               
���a�����t. ���� ������� �a������ ����d ��t �� th��� �a����� ��� a����t t�� ��a��. �h�� 
���d th� �a��� a� a �h�d a�d th�� ����t �� th� �a��� a���. �� ������t�d that. 
 ���th�� �t�� that �a� d����� ��� �at�h �a� �ha����� th� ���� �� th� �at�� �� th� ���d 
������ a��a �h��h �� a ���� �����a� a��a. �� �ad� �t ���� ���� th� �at�� �� ������ ��t �� th� 
����. 
 �h� �a�a�� h��a� a��a�� 
�����d ���� a d��t ����. �� 
had a�� ���d� �� t������ ���
�a��� �� th� ������� �� th� 
h��a�. �� ���� a��� t� 
�a�� ���� ����������t� 
th���. �� t��� a�� �� th� 
d��t ���. �� ��t �h����� 
���� ���� �t� th�� �� ��t 
�a����� ����� th�� �� ��t 
�������� �� t�� �� that a�d 
�t�� �����d ��a��� ����. �� 
t���d a ��� d�������t th����� 
����t ��th ��-��dd��� a�d 
�������� ��th ��a�. �� add�
�d a�� ���d� �� th���� ���h 
a� ��a�t�� �� �t a�d th�� �t    

 Navajo Hogan at Bluff Fort  
 was remodeled.  

The Encampment. The Holyoak Family lived in their 
wagon for three years at the Fort. Ron Bateman photos. 
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�ode�� His�o�� o� ���� �o�� 

�i�a��� �o��ed. �o, �his �e�sio� has �o�� �e�� �e��. �e �o��e� 
ha�e �o �o��i��a��� �e-��d �he s����oed Ho�a�.

�� a p�o�ess o� i��e��ie�i�� �he �issio�a�ies �ha� �e�e     
�o�i�� he�e �e �o��d o�e o� �hose i�di�id�a�s �as a �a�d� 
�a�e� a�d �e did��� ha�e a�� �a�d� a� �ha� �i�e �ha� �e �e�e 
se��i��. �e e��o��a�ed hi� �o ��i�� a�� o� his s�pp�ies, �hi�h he 
did a�d so �e s�a��ed se��i�� �a�d�, i����di�� �e��, �e�� �ood 
�a�a�e�. �e had so�e �o��ee a�d so�e pea��� ��i���e, ��� �e 
did��� ha�e a�� �a�a�e�s. �o �ha� �as �e�� s���ess���.

�� addi�io�, � e��o��a�ed a�� o� �he �issio�a�ies �o �hi�� ��ea-
�i�e�� �e�a�se �e had �his ��ea� �oodshop �ha� p�e�io�s di�e�-
�o�s had ��i��, ��� i� �as��� �ei�� ��i�i�ed �e�� �e��. �e e��o��-
a�ed �he� �o �hi�� ��ea�i�e�� a�d �a�e �hi��s o�� o� �ood. �� 
�ha� p�o�ess, �he� �e�e i��e��i�i�ed. �e had a�o�� �� di��e�e�� 

p�od���s �ha� 
�a�e i��o �he 
s�o�e �ha� �e�e 
��a�d �e�. �o� 
o��� �he        
�oodshop, ��� so�e ��o� �he ��a�� �e��e� 
��o� �he �adies, �a�i�� �hi��s �i�e �o��s a�d 
a �e� o�he� �hi��s. �os� o� �he� �e�e �e�� 
s���ess��� i� se��i��. 

�e �o��d o�� o�e o� �he �issio�a�ies, 
�e��� ����ed �as a �a�io�a���-��o�� �ood 
�a��e�. � as�ed hi� �a� �o� ��i�d a dio�a�a 
�ha� sho�s �a� ��a� Hi�� a�d a�� �he ho�ses i� 
�a��s a�o�� i� �he �o�ies� He said, Oh 
s��e. �he p�o�e�� �oo� hi� a�o�� �i�e 
�o��hs. �� his �i�s� �o-a�o��d o� i�, a�� �he 
ho�ses �e�e o� a �e�e� pa�h. � said �e���, 

�ha��s �o� �oi�� �o �o��. �he���e �oi�� �p �he hi��. �o he s�a��ed o�e�, ��ess his hea��. �he 
�i�a� so���io� �o� �a� �i�d i� �he �o-op.

�e��� ����ed �a��ed, e�e�� �i���e pie�e, e�e�� �o��. He �a��ed as he p�� �he ho�ses �o�e�he�. 
He ���ed ��o��s o� �ood �o�e�he� a�d he �a��ed �he� a��, e�e�� �i���e pie�e �ha� �o� see, i� �he 
dio�a�a. �� is a�� ha�d �a��ed. �� �as �e�� s���ess���. ��d �e �e�e �ea��� happ� a�o�� �ha�.

�e had so�e �o�de���� �issio�a�ies. ��d �e �ea��� �o� a�o�� �e�� �o�e�he�. �� �as a   
p�eas��e �o ha�e �ee� he�e a�d �o se��e.

�e se��ed ei�h� seaso�s, �hi�h is �he �o��es� o� a���od�. �o, �e �o� a �o� o� �issio�a�ies 
o�e� �i�e. �o�e�i�es �e �o� a�o�� �ea��� ��ea�. �o� �o��d �e�� i� �he �issio�a�ies �e�e �oi�� �o 
�esh �o�e�he� o� �o� �� �he �a� �ha� �he� a��ed a�o��d ea�h o�he�. �he� �e �i�s� �a�e �o 
se��e, e�e���od� �e�� o�� �o di��e�. ��d so ���e�o�s �i�es �ha� ��o�p a�� �e�� o�� �o di��e�. 

Ruben Garnica created 
the stained glass win-
dows in the Kumen Jones 
home. ���� �����ona�� memo�� book photo.

Missionary Jerry Allred took nine months 
to carve this diorama of horses & wagons 
struggling up San Juan Hill. Ron Bateman photo.
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���� �����t � ������ ���t �����t�� ������� ������ 
����� ���� -

-

 
 

 ������� �����’� ����� �� ����t��� ���� �� ���’t 
����� �� t�� ����t� �� �t� ��t � ���t���� �t’� � �����

t��� �����t���t�� �� ����� ��� �� ����t ������� 
��o�os � ��o�e are �aken �rom ���� ����� �or� service missionary yearbook. 
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�ode�� �i�to�� o� �l�� �o�t  

 �� �o���e t�e di�e�to�� �o���e �ot o�e o� t�e g�o�p. We �e�e o�e o� t�e g�o�p �e����e �e 
�e��ed t�i�e �e�o�e. ��t ��e� �o���e t�e di�e�to� �o�’�e �i�d o� p�t ��ide. �o���e �ot �l���� 
i��l�ded ��d �o�eti�e� �o� do��t ���t to �e �l���� i��l�ded �e����e t�o�e �i��io���ie� 
�eed to i�te���t �it� e��� ot�e�. �o� ���e ��ie�d� �o� li�e. W�e� �e ��d ���t �e��ed �e�e �e 
�e�t o� � t�ip to �l���� �it� �i�e ot�e� �i��io���� �o�ple�. We d�o�e t�e �l��� �ig���� ��d 
t�o�e ��e o�� �o�e�e� ��ie�d�. We t�l� to t�e� o� t�e p�o�e. It�� �ot li�e �e��e �o�gotte� 
���t it�� li�e to �e �e�e.  
 �o� ������ �e li�e i� �l��di�g ��d �e �ol��tee� �� ����tit�te do�e�t�. ��d �i��i �o�e� 
to t�e ����t �e�te� ���t to �e ��o��d t�e l�die� �o� t�e ������de�ie. �o� ��� ���t �eel it ��� � 
�pe�i�l �pi�it. �o� ���t �eel it �e�e. 
 �� di�e�to��� �e �e��ed ���t li�e o�� �eg�l�� �i��io���ie�. We too� t���� i� t�e �o-op. We 
�o��ed o� ���d���. �� ���d���� it ��� �e�ll� �pe�i�l to �eet �i�ito�� t��t ��d��t e�e� �et 
������ �e��e�� ��d did��t ��o� ���t �e �e�e ��o�t. ��e� t�o�g�t �e �o�e ����� �lot�e� 
��d t�e� t�o�g�t �e loo�ed di��e�e�t. W�e� t�e� �o��d o�t �e �e�e ���t li�e t�e� �e�e� I 
t�i�� t��t �o�ld �e �� ope�i�g �o� �i��io���ie� i� t�ei� �o��t�� to �i�it �it� t�e�.  
 We �l���� t�ied to ��t�� t�e �o�ie �it� o�� �i�ito��. �o� t��t �e ���e �o ���� �i�ito��� 
�o� ����t �e�ll� �t�� i� t�e �i�ito� �e�te� �it� �o�� �i�ito��. �o� �o�ld ���t �eel t��t t�e�     
��de��tood ���t ��ppe�ed ��d t�e� �o�ld �ee t�e ���d��ip� o� t�e pio�ee��. � lot o� ti�e� 
I’d �e ���i�g ��d t�e��d �e ���i�g. �o� �o�ld �eel t�ei� �pi�it ��d �o� �o�ld �eel t��t t�e� �elt 
�o�et�i�g �pe�i�l. 
 We ��d � lot o� ��e��� people �o�e. ��e��d �o�e �� t�e ��� lo�d. We ��de �o�e good 
��ie�d� �it� t�e ��e���. ��e� �e�e �e�� �e�epti�e ��d ope� ��d e��o�ed t�e��el�e� �e�� 
����. �e�o�e �o�id ���e� �e p�t t�e� i� �o��o� �lot�e� ��d too� good pi�t��e�� ��d it ��� 
� g�e�t �it� �o� ��o�� �o� good t�i�g� ��ppe�ed.  
 �i��i ��� �e�i�i��ed t��t �e� ���o�ite e�pe�ie��e� �e�e �it� �o�eig� �i�ito�� d�e��i�g �p i� 
t�e ����t �e�te�. W�e� t�e� p�t o� o�� pio�ee� �lot�e� t�e� lo�e �o� t�e� loo� i� � �o��et 
o� ���d���. It gi�e� t�e� t�e �eel �o� �o� pio�ee�� d�e��ed ��d �elt i� ����. 
 ���� �ot�e�� �e�i�d t�ei� d��g�te�� t��t t�e� ��e d�e��ed ���t li�e L���� I�g�ll� o� �Little 
�o��e o� t�e ���i�ie.� ��e� giggle ��d t�i�l i� t�ei� pio�ee� d�e��e�. ��e�e i� � �pe�i�l     
t�i��le i� o�� �i�ito�’� e�e� �� t�e� �it o�t i� t�e ��go�� o� ��l� ��o��d t�e �o�t t��i�g     
pi�t��e� i� t�e pio�ee� �lot�e�. 
 ��e �o�eig� �i�ito� t�ied o� �e�e��l d�e��e� ��til ��e �o��d o�e t��t �o�ld ��it �e�. ��e� 
��e ��l�ed ��o��d to �ll o� t�e ���i�� ��d ��d �e� ������d t��e pi�t��e� i� di��e�e�t          
�etti�g�. ��e �et���ed to t�e ����t �e�te� �ot ��t ��pp�� ���i�g �o� �o�de���l it ��� to �e �t 
t�e �o�t. ��dito�� �ote� t�e p�e�edi�g �����ti�e ��� t��e� ��o� �� i�te��ie� �it� t�e ���� �� ����t ���lo� ��d L��e   
��l�e� o� ��� ��� �����  
 

 
�i� ��d �i��i ���� �o�g ��d ���i� �lle�� ��� �eeg�ille�� ���� ��d ��t�� ���te�� �e� ��d �lo�i� 
�e��e�� �e� ��d ��tt� �d���d�� W���e ��d �i�d� ���leto�� ���e� ��d ��t�� ����i��� �oge� 
��d �ett� �e��e�� L���ie ��d ��li�d� �olle�� �ill ��d �e���e �ille� �lo�d ��d ��� Led�o�d� �l�� 
��d �����e� ���e� ����e ��d ��e��ie ��� �l���� ���id ��d �o���e W�lto�.  
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Director Vicki Orr 
reminisced that her 
favorite experiences 
were with foreign  
visitors dressing up 
in the craft center. 
When they put on 

our pioneer clothes 
they loved how they 
looked in a bonnet 
or bandana. It gave 
them the feel for 
how pioneers 
dressed and felt in 
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������ ������� �� ���� ����  

 

 �� ����� �� ���� ������ ������� ������ ���������� ���� ����� ������� ���� ��� ����� ���� 
��� ��� ��� ����� �� ���� ��������� ������� ���� ����� ������ ������� �� ���� �� ���� ��� 
���� ������������ ��� ��������� �� ������ ��� ������ ���������� ����� �� �������� �� ���� ��� 
����� ������� ����� ��������  
 �� ���� ���� ������ �������� ����  ��� �������� ������� �������� � ���� ���� ������ �� 
���� ����� ���� ��� ���� ���� ��� �������� ������� ����� ���� �� ���� ������ ��� ������ �����
���� ��� ���� ������ ���� ���� ����� � ������ ������ ������� ������� � ����� ���� ��� ���� ������ 
������ ��� ������� ������� �������� ��� ��� �� ��� �������� ����� ������� ���� ������ ���
��� ������� ��� ��� ��� ������ ����������� �� ��� ��������   
 �� � ������ � ���������� ��� ������ �� ��� �������� ������ ����� ���� ������� �������� �� � ���
��������� ��� ��� �������� ����� � ���� ������ �� ��� ���� ������ �� ���� �� �������� ��� ���� 
���� ��� �������� ����� ������ � ����� ��� ������� �������� ����� ����� ������� �������� ��� ����� 
������ ������ ���� ���� �� ���� � ��� ����� � ���� ������������ ��� ��� ��� ������� ��� ��� 
������ ���� �� ���� ���� � ��������� ��� ���� �������� �� ��� ������ ������ ���� ��������� 
��� ������� �� ��� ������� ��� ����� ���� ��� 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Lining the wooden 
flumes with EPDM sheet 

rubber. 

 New Trex wooden 
buckets ready to install. 

Testing the wooden    
bucket using rubber 

bands  

Testing the new Trex deck 
material bucket running 
next to old wooden bucket. 

Alan and Marla Martindale in 
front of the Fort waterwheel. Attaching the buckets to 

the water wheel in 
����. Dale Black photo. 

���� ��������� ������� 
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�amont Crabtree derived the storyboard sign for the Fort in ���� 
from three large interpretive signs he created for the U.S. National 
Park Service. They were to be installed at the bottom and at the top of 
the Hole-in-the-Rock crevice.  After four years and fabrication of two of 
the signs at the Hole in the Rock Foundation’s expense, the U.S.            
National Park Service killed the project and planned to place a very 
small sign with only the map on it at the top of the crevice.   

The graphic storyboards were located in two places at Bluff Fort. One  
hung inside the Co-op on the north wall of the store, across from the 
talking wall. The second storyboard was outside on the east fence of 
the building, kitty-corner from the restrooms and on the path leading 
to the kitchen and the rest of the Fort. �n February ����, a rigid,          
six-foot-wide version of the sign outside the Co-op replaced the        
original ���� Fort’s vinyl version.

The service missionaries and docents effectively utilized the boards 
constantly to explain the arduous journey of the Hole in the Rock       
pioneers.
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������ ������� �� ���� ����  

�ake���ro��������������or���er���e������o�ary�yearbook. 

Ruben Garnica designed and 
installed new canvas tops for the Fort 
wagons. ���� ���������� ������ ���� �����. 
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���� Bluff Fort senior missionaries - Front: Carl & Julene Ball, Leon & Cherie Jones, Suezan & 
Merlin Morgan. Next: Craig & Sue King, Alan & Marla Martindale, Glen & Sheri Kelsch. Next: Tim 
& Gail Black, Wayne & Cindy Embleton, Jim & Vicki Orr, . Back: Marc & JiNell Willardson, Kelly 
& Karla Jensen, Jerry & Paula Allred. 

���� Bluff Fort senior missionaries – Front Patty Edwards, Ruben & Kathy Garnica, Dalinda 
& Lannie Jolley, Gloria & Ken Decker with Chris Allen in front, Colleen Eldredge, Bruce & 
Sherry Slack, Alan & Frances Pace. Back –Rex Edwards, Cindy and Wayne Embleton, Floyd & 
Ann Ledford, Jack &  Cathy Baxter, Bill & Jeanine Kille. Photo courtesy of Cindy Embleton.

 Front: Carl & Julene Ball, Leon & Cherie Jones, Suezan & 
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��de�� ��st��� �� ��u� ���t 

    �e��e �a��e a�d ���d� ����et��. �e��e ���� the �et������s �� ��ue�e��, Utah. 
�e �ead the ���� �he U�dau�ted. �hat �ha��ed �u� ���e. �e �e�t �� a �a�at��� t� ������a. 
��d �e �a�ted t� see the a�ea �e �e�e �ead��� a��ut. �e �e�t t� see the ���e �� the ���� 
���� the �s�a�a�te s�de a�d e����ed �u� ��s�t. �e �ate� d���e th��u�h the t��� �� ��u��, Utah 
�� �u� �a� t� ������a �� ��t��e� �� ����. �e d�d ��t ���� the ���t e��sted� �hat a s����t �e 
�e�t� �e �ea��ed �e ��u�d se��e as ��ss���a��es the�e. �e ����ed �ut the �a�e�����, ��u�ht a 
used 5th �hee� t�a��e� a�d �e�a� �u� ��ss��� at ��u�� ���t �� �e��ua�� �5, ����. 
    �e �e�e��t e��e�t��� t� �e the�e ����. �e s���ed u� ��� e��ht ���ths. �� ����, �e �e�e 
st��� the�e a�d ���ed e�e�� ��t �� �t. �t �as a te������ ��a�e a�d t��e t� �e se����� �u� ���st 
�e���� ��ss���.

     �e ���ed �� a t�a��e� at ���a� �a�ds �� �a�� ��� t�� �ea�s. ��d the� �e �e�e as�ed t� �e 
d��e�t��s. ��, �e ���ed t� a� a�a�t�e�t ���ht �� the ���t. �e��e had s��e �ea��� ���d t��es. 
�e a���e��ated, ���ed a�d �es�e�ted th�se �e ����ed ��th. �he s����t �� the ����ee�s �as 
�a��a��e the�e. �e ��u�d e���u�a�e ��u��es � s����es t� se���us�� ���s�de� th�s ��ss��� 
�he�e the� ��u�d �e a��e t� �ee� �� the s�e��a� s����t �h��h e��sts the�e.
     �u� t��e he�e, es�e��a��� as d��e�t��s �as �a��ed �� ����d. �e �e�e��t e��e�t��� that. �� 
��u�se, ����d� �as e��e�t��� that, a�d that �as ��u�h �� us. �t �as ��u�h �� a�� the          
��ss���a��es. �t �as e��t���a� �e�ause �e �e�e ����used. �e d�d��t ���� e�a�t�� h�� t� 
ha�d�e �t. �hat �e�e �e t� d� �he� �e �e�e as�ed �� �u� ��ss��� ����d��at�� t� se�d s��e 

Wayne and Cindy Embleton 
Bluff Fort Directors 

���� to ����
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peop�e ho�e� 
     �hat �as to�gh� �e had a �eade�ship tea�� �e 
p�a�ed� �e �asted a�d �e got togethe�� �e de�ided 
�e �e�e��t goi�g to p�a� a�o�t �ho�s to �ea�e� �e 
de�ided �e �e�e p�a�i�g a�o�t �ho�s sta�i�g� �hat 
�e�a�e the �o��s o� o�� �asti�g a�d p�a�e�s� �he� 
�e �et agai� to �a�e that �ist� so�e o� o��         
�eade�ship tea� said ��e ha�e��t had e�o�gh ti�e� 
�e ha�e��t had a� a�s�e� �et����o� �e postpo�ed it 
�o�ge�� 
     �e got �a�� togethe� agai�� dis��ssed o��        
optio�s� a�d dis��ssed the di��e�e�t �issio�a�ies� 
�e had a �e�� spi�it�a� e�pe�ie��e i� the �o�e�� 
�pa�i�io��� �he�e �e as�ed the �issio�a�ies to �eet 
�ith �s to dis��ss a�� this� �he �o�e�� is �he�e the 
o�es that �e�e goi�g ho�e� �ea��ed that the� �e�e 
goi�g ho�e�  
     �o�e o� the� had ��st gotte� the�e t�o �ee�s 
�e�o�e� �e ta��ed to o�� �issio� �oo�di�ato� a�d 
said ���de�� this is �ot �ight� �o�e o� these ��st got 
he�e� t�o �ee�s ago����e said the sa�e thi�g �as 

happe�i�g i� �a��oo� ���i�ois at that �isito�s’��e�te�� �t �as a ha�d thi�g� 
     �e �e��e�t o� that e�pe�ie��e� �e �oth ha�e so�e e�otio�s �e�a�se �e t�ied to do 
thi�gs �ight a�d �� the spi�it� �hose that �e�e i� atte�da��e at the �eeti�g had a good     
e�pe�ie��e e�e� tho�gh so�e o� the� �e�e as�ed to go ho�e� �he�e �e�e so�e that did 
�ot atte�d the �eeti�g a�d did��t get to �ee� that spi�it �he� the� �e�e to�d �ate�� ��d it  
did��t go as �e��� �ost o� those �issio�a�ies �e�e a��e to �o�e �a�� a�d se��e� �o�e       
�e�a�se o� �i����sta��es i� �i�e �e�e ��a��e to �et����  
     �he �isito�s’��e�te� �as ��osed �o� ��st a �itt�e o�e� a �ea�� �t �as a�a�i�g� �he�e �as a 
ti�e �he� �e �e�e a�so��te�� tota��� ��osed �o� a�o�t t�o o� th�ee �o�ths� �he� �o�id 
�i�st sta�ted� e�e���od� �as �o���sed� �e �e�e 
��de� st�i�t so�ia� dista��i�g� �o� the �ho�e �o�t 
�as ��osed� �e had gates ��osed� �e had ��osed 
sig�s o� e�e��thi�g� ���i�g pa�t o� that ti�e peo�
p�e �e�e a��o�ed to �o�e i�� �e did ha�e o�� 
�it�he� ope�� 
     �e ��o�ght the i�e ��ea� o�t to the �isito�s 
�e�a�se the� �o��d�’t �o�e i� the �o-op to get 
the i�e ��ea� a�d �oo�ies� �e a�so sho�ed the 
�o�ie o�tside� ��� �oo�ie �a�e�s sta�ted �oo�i�g 
a�d the i�e ��ea� �a�hi�e sta�ted �oa�i�g agai�� 
�e sta�ted se��i�g �hi�e  �eepi�g si� �eet apa�t�  
     �o�e as�ed ��h� do �o� ha�e this �ig         

Wayne & Cindy Embleton,  
Fort Directors. 

The visitors’ center was closed for a 
little over a  year. �i�d� ����eto� photos� 
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�ode�� �isto�� of ���� �o�t  

�a��i�ade i� f�o�t of �s�����d �e e�p�ai�ed it �as to keep �s safe. �e 
so�d o�t of t�e kit��e�. �e to�d t�e pio�ee� sto�� a�d �e p�a�ed so�e�
�od� o�tside so t�e� �o��d �e�p te�� t�e sto��. �� t�at �a�� �e �e��
�o�ed t�e g�ests i�. �e kept o�� �asks o�� a�d it �as sta�ti�g to fee� 
good agai�. �e ope�ed t�e �isito�s’��e�te� agai� i� �p�i� ����. �eop�e ��st kept �o�i�g� t�e� 
��st kept �o�i�g. 
     �fte� a�o�t t�o o� t��ee �o�t�s� �e ��e�ked t�e do�atio� �o�es. �e �ad�’t �ad �isito�s� 
��t �e t�o�g�t to ��e�k t�e� a���a�. �e dis�o�e�ed t�at peop�e �ad �ee� �o�i�g i�to t�e 
fo�t to �ook a�o��d e�e� t�o�g� o�� �a�i�s �e�e ��osed. �e �ad a�o�t ���� i� do�atio�s� 
f�o� peop�e s�eaki�g i�to t�e fo�t a�d �ooki�g a�o��d. �e �e�e a�a�ed at t�e ge�e�osit� of 
��o�e�e� t�e� �e�e.  
     �et �s te�� a �o�p�e of e�pe�ie��es t�at �e �ad �it� g�ests at t�e �o�t. � �e��a� �o�p�e 
�a�e i� �it� t�ei� s�a�� da�g�te�� p�o�a��� a�o�t si� �ea�s o�d. ��e �o� a�d dad spoke 
��g�is�. ��e �itt�e gi�� did �ot. �� �a��e �appe�ed to �e i� t�e �isito�s’��e�te� t�at da�� a�d � 
�as �ea�i�g a �o��o� �at. � �ad �� �at a�d �� ��idd� �p����e �a�� it. ��e kept �ooki�g at 
�e a�d � sta�ted teasi�g �e�. �e �a�e f�ee �o�ks �e ga�e. �’d 
get o� �� k�ees� a�d � �o��d p�a� �it� �e� a �itt�e �it. �e 
�e�e �a�i�g a g�eat ti�e a�d t�e pa�e�ts �o�ed it. ��e� �e�t 
o�t �a�k o�tside a�d did so�e t�i�gs o�t t�e�e. �e s�o�ed 
t�e� t�e go�d pa��i�g. �e �ad a �ea��� good ti�e� a�d t�e� 
t�a�ked �s.  
     ��e �e�t da� � �as�’t d�essed i� �� �o��o� ��ot�es. � �as 
i� �� �o�k ��ot�es to do �o�k i� t�e �a�d. �o� � �ooked a �itt�e 
�it diffe�e�t. �e��� t�e� �et���ed. ��d t�e pa�e�ts �a�e to 
�e a�d said� ���� da�g�te� �o��d��t stop ta�ki�g a�o�t �o� 
���� f�� s�e �ad �ast �ig�t� a�d s�e �a�ted to gi�e �o� a 
gift.����is �itt�e gi�� �a�ted to gi�e �s a gift. � �ooked diffe�e�t 
a�d s�e did��t �e�og�i�e �e� a�d s�e ����g to �e� dad�s �e�k 
�e�a�se s�e �as �as�f�� a�d af�aid. ��d fi�a���� � sta�ted 
teasi�g �e� agai�. �ike � did t�e da� �efo�e a�d s�e sta�ted 
ope�i�g �p a �itt�e �it agai�. ��e �ad pi�ked �p a �o�k. �t �as 
�o�g a�d ski���� it �as ��st a ��a�k �o�k. �t �ooked �ike a    

Our cookie bakers started cooking! 

In Giddy ups masks. 

�i�d� ����eto� p�otos. 
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plasti� ho�se, �i�� o� li�e a u�i�o�� that she �oul� pai�t he�sel�. �he pai�te� it the �i�ht �e�o�e, 
a�� she �a�e �e he� plasti� ho�se. �he ha� so �u�h �u�. It still tou�hes �� hea�t to ha�e i�te��
a�te� �ith the little �i�l a�� he� pa�e�ts ��o� �e��a��. I’ll �e�e��e� that �o� the �est o� �� 
li�e. I still ha�e the �o��.  
     ��othe� e�pe�ie��e i��ol�e� a �ouple ��o� the southeast pa�t o� the ��ite� �tates. The� 
�a�e i� a�� �at�he� ou� �i�eo. �he� the �i�eo �as o�e�, I �a�e i� to a�s�e� a�� �uestio�s 
the� �i�ht ha�e. The �a� ha� tea�s, �ust st�ea�i�� a�� �o �oise, �ust tea�s. I as�e� hi� i� he 
�as o�a�. He sai�, �Yeah, I’� o�a� �ut I �o�'t �ese��e to �al� o� the sa�e ��ou��, the� 
�al�e� o�.��I s�ile� a�� sai�, ��oo�, I ��o� �hat �ou’�e e�pe�ie��i�� �i�ht �o�. This is the 
ti�e �he� �ou �ee� to �o out �a�� a�� e�pe�ie��e �o�e o� it. You �o out the�e a�� �ou �al� 
o� the ��ou�� the pio�ee�s �al�e� o� a�� �ou loo� at the thi��s a�� �ou liste� to those      
histo�ies. I ��o� �hat �ou'�e �eeli�� a�� �o�'s a ��eat ti�e �o� �ou to �o�ti�ue that.�� 
     He �as �e�� �o�e� �� that �i�eo a�� the p�essu�es a�� the t�ials these pio�ee�s ha�. He 
a�� his �i�e e��e� up spe��i�� hou�s he�e a�� the� he tal�e� to �e as the� �e�e lea�i�� a�� 
�e ha� a ��eat tal� a�out the histo�� o� the pio�ee�s. It �as �o��e��ul a�� that tou�he� �� 
hea�t, also. 
     �i��� �elate� he� �a�o�ite sto�� �hi�h happe�e� i� the �o� �eeti��house. It �as a �u��a� 
�hi�h �as o�e o� the �est ti�es to �e at the �o�t. The �eeli�� is �u�h �i��e�e�t. It's pea�e�ul. 
It's �ust �ela�i�� a�� pea�e�ul. The�e �as a �ouple ��o� Holla��. The� �a�e i� a�� �at�he� 
the �o�ie. He �i� �ot spea� �u�h ���lish at all. He� ���lish �as �e�� �oo�. �he tal�e� a�� she 
�oul� t�a�slate �o� hi�. �he as�e� us, ��hat is this �eeli�������� �e sai�, �Oh, that's the  
spi�it o� the pio�ee�s. The�'�e tou�hi�� �ou� hea�t.���e �e�e a�le to ha�e a sho�t �is�ussio�. 

The� le�t a�te� �eeli�� that pea�e. The� too� 
that �ith the�. The� �ill �e�e� �o��et it.  
     I� O�to�e� o� ����, �e ha� a �lea�up   
p�o�e�t at the �lu�� �e�ete��. �e use� �i�e 
a�� it �ot out o� ha��� �e lost �o�t�ol. O�e o� 
ou� �issio�a�ies �as se�e�el� �u��e� a�� 
ha� to �e li�e �li�hte� out. He spe�t �� �a�s 
i� the ��i�e�sit� o� �tah �u�� �e�te� i� I��. 
He ha� to �ea� a 
�o�� suit �o� a �ea�. 
�e �e�e all �la��
i�� ou�sel�es. He 
�ou�� out a�out 
that. His �a�e is 
Paul Tippets. He 
�ou�� out that �e 
�e�e all �la�i�� 

ou�sel�es. He e��e� up ��iti�� us lette�s ��o� the hospital. Telli�� 
us to ��o�� it o��. He �as so �oo�. He �as the o�e that �ot �u��e� 
�a�l� a�� he's ��iti�� us lette�s t��i�� to �a�e us �eel �ette� a�out 
ou�sel�es. He �etu��e� �ith his �i�e to �lu�� �o�t �i�e �o�ths late� 
to �i�ish his �issio�. He �e�t th�ou�h a lot o� pai�, a lot o� su��e�i�� 
�ut he �e�e� �la�e� a���o��.  

Missionaries Paul & Eva Tippets. Paul was 
severely burned during a cemetery cleanup 
and spent �� days in the � of � burn center. 

Some Bluff homeowners’ 
property was damaged in 
the fire. �i��� ���leto�  
photos. 
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���� service missionaries 
installed an s style 
fence along the south bor-
der of Bluff Fort. They 
stained the Co-op building 
trim. Jerry Allred            
completed his amazing   
diorama of San Juan Hill. It 
was covered with a         
protective glass case, 
shown below. 

Photos courtesy of Cindy Embleton. 
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Covid outside devotionals and programs.

Service project at the church.Covid-made aprons. .

Finally, brownies could be made again.
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�ode�� ��sto�� o� �lu� �o�t  

     ��at �as a �a�d t��e �o� us. ��e�e �as da�age to so�e la�do��e�s’ ��o�e�t�es, so�e o� 
t�e�� s�����le� s�ste�s �e�e dest�o�ed a�d so�e o� t�e�� �la�ts. We �oug�t t�e ���e �a�d. ��e 
�olu�tee� ���e de�a�t�e�t �a�e a�d �ut �t out, �ut �e �e�e all ���ol�ed. We a���e��ated    
e�e���od� t�at �as �el���g us. 
     ��e to��s�eo�le o� �lu��, t�e �o�eo��e�s ��ose ��o�e�t� �as da�aged, a�d t�e to�� 
�ou���l got o� us a l�ttle ��t. ��e� d�d �t ��t� �es�e�t a�d d�g��t�. We �e�e �e�� �leased ��t� 
t�e �eo�le o� t��s to��. We too� t�e ���t���s� �e�ause �e dese��ed �t, �ut t�e� d�d �t �� a �e�� 
d�g����ed �a��e�. We �o��ed ��t� t�e la�do��e�s to �esto�e t�e�� la�d a�d �ut �� t�e��        
����gat�o� s�ste�s aga��. �t ����st�as t��e, t�e� ��oug�t us g��ts. We de�elo�ed a good         
�elat�o�s��� ��t� t�e�, a�d t�e� �e�e �e�� �leased ��t� t�e �ea�t�o� t�e���e gotte� ��o� us. 
��e� �e�e �a��� �e �ollo�ed t��oug� o� �el���g �esto�e t�e�� da�aged ��o�e�t�.  
     We �ad a ��ss�o�a�� �a�ed ��t��ell ���t� ��o� �esa, ����o�a. �e �as �e�e �o� a �ea� a�d 
a �al�. �e �as a s��gle ��ot�e�. �e �ad a g�eat se�se o� �u�o�. �e �e�t t���gs l��el�. We lo�ed 
���. �e �e�t �� �o� �uad�u�le ���ass su�ge��. We sa�d ou� good��es. �e �as �la����g o�  
�o���g �a��. �e d�d��t �a�e �t �a��. �e �assed a�a� a �ee� o� t�o a�te� t�e su�ge��. ��s �od� 
�ust �ould��t ta�e t�at su�ge�� a�d �e �e�e��t e��e�t��g t�at. We �e�e e��e�t��g ��� to      
�e�u�e�ate �o� a ���le ��t� ��s �a��l� a�d �o�e �a��. �e d�d��t �a�e �t. ��s �a��l� late� �a�e 
a�d ����ed u� ��s �elo�g��gs. ��e� �e�e a �a��� ��e�. ��e� ��e� ��e�e t�e�� dad �s �o�. We 
�ad a d���e� ��t� t�e� a�d �e �el�ed t�e� �a�� u�. �t �as a s�o�� to us, too. We lost   
��t��ell a�d �e �e�e��t e��e�t��g t�at. �t �as��t su��osed to �a��e�.  

 �� �a� o� ���� t�e �o�t �as o�e�. We �e�e sell��g �o�e 
t�a� �e e�e� sold �e�o�e. We �ad �o�e �eo�le t�a� e�e�. 
�����g �a�e a�d t�e �u��le �o�e �lo�e�s �e�e out a�d t�e 
da�s �e�e �eaut��ul.  
 We �a�e �ade l��elo�g ���e�ds ��t� t�e ��ss�o�a��es a�d 
t�e ot�e� �olu�tee�s �e��e se��ed 
��t�. ��e� a�e �a�d �o��e�s a�d ���d. 
We �a�e �ad a lot o� �u�. ��e�e a�e 
�o�de��ul �eo�le t�at �e �et o�e� 
t�e last t��ee a�d a �al� �ea�s t�at 
�e��e �ee� �e�e.  
 

 
     W��te� ���� -Wa��e a�d ���d� ���leto�, �e��� a�d �aula �ll�ed, ��d 
a�d �a�a �s���a�t, ���ot�� & �a�l �. �la��, ���� & �l�so� �ast�u�, ��� a�d 
�ada�� �a�o�, �ell� & �a�la �e�se�, �le� & ��e���e �els��, �a� a�d �o��e 
��� ��lle�, ��t��ell ���t�, �aul & ��a ����etts.  
     �u��e� ����- Wa��e a�d ���d� ���leto�, �a�l a�d �ule�e �all, ���o�
t�� & �a�l �. �la��, ���� a�d �ll�so� �ast�u�, �l & �e�� ��u��o�d, �e�le & 
�o��a �u��e�, �le� & ��e���e �els��, �e� & ���e �a��e �e��, ����e & 
�a���e �a�se�, �ea� & ����e ���ll��s, �a� �eeg��lle�, ��t��ell ���t�, �a�� 
�. & �usa� �. ���t�, �aul & ��a �. ����ets. �oug & �au�� �o�ell, ��u�e & 
�o���e ����es, �a��� & �o���e ��ggs, ��este� & ���da �e��e�t, ��t��ell 
���t�, ��ad & �a��� ��e��e�, ��ll & �����a ��e�e, �aul & ��a ����etts. 

Missionary Mitchell Smith passed 
away while serving. 

A chair in the arbor is 
dedicated to the memory 
of Mitchell Smith. 
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Winter ���� Bluff �ort �istoric Site senior service missionaries. �ront: Kelly � Karla 
Jensen, Paula Allred, Gail Black, Cindy Embleton, Eva Tippetts, LaDawn Jacob, Allison 
Dastrup, Lori Ann Miller, Jana Ashcraft, Sheri Kelsch. Back: Jerry Allred, Mitchell 
Smith, Tim Black, Wayne Embleton, Paul Tippetts, Jim Jacob, Eric Dastrup, Kay Miller, 
Sid Ashcraft, Glen Kelsch. 

Masked 
missionaries, 
more 
outdoor 
devotionals 
with safe 
distancing, 
and a 
masked BBQ. 
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�o�������sto���o��������o�t� 

Covid night at the movies! 
Preparation for new lawn & sprinkler 

lines near the garden. 

Missionaries practicing social distancing. 

� � � � �  � � � �  � � ��  in missionary mask formation!! 

������
�����to��
photos. 
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������������— ����������������������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������� 

������������—���������������������������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 
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��de�� �is���� �� ���� ����  

Left side                                                  ���� side 

��� ��� ����- �he e�st e�d of the �it�he� ��e� ��s the �o���o� of ��� st���ed ��she� ��d d��e�s th�t 
�e�e �sed �� the �issio���ies �ho �i�ed i� the ��e�s ��o��d the �o�t �ho did �ot h��e ����d��      
f��i�i�es �e�� thei� ����t�e�ts o� t��i�e�s�  �� ���i�ht f�id�e ��d f�ee�e� �e�e ��so �o��ted i� this ��e� 
to ���o� �issio���ies to h��e sto���e s���e fo� food ite�s�  �o ���ess the ��e�� �issio���ies h�d to 
���o�� the �oodsho�� ���� th�� the �oodsho� ��e�� ��d e�te� the ����d�� �oo� th�� the doo� 
sho�� i� the �e� side �hoto�  ���i�� �o�� ho��s the doo� sho�� ��s �s����� i� the o�e� �osi�o�� �o 
���e�i�te so��d ��d d�st iss�es i� the �it�he� � �e� ����d�� ��e� ��s ��e�ted� �he �e� ����d�� 
�o��d i����de ��� st���ed ��she�s�d��e�s ����i��ted to h��d�e the i���e�si�� ����e� of                
�issio���ies th�t �o��d �e se��i�� �t the �o�t� 

��� ��� ����- � �e� �issio���� ����d�� �oo� ��s desi��ed to o����� the �estside of the     
e�is��� �oodsho� ��te�i�� sto���e ��e��  �he �o���esso� ��o�� �ith the sto���e she��i�� ��d 
��te�i��s ��s �e�o�ed ��d �e�o��ted �s �eeded to f�ee �� this s���e fo� the �e� ����d�� �oo��  
���h of the se�do�-�sed ��te�i��s �o��d �e sto�ed ��o�e the �e� ����d�� �oo� i� the �o�  
��e� �ei�� ��i�t �s ���t of the ����d�� �oo� �ei�i���  
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�e�te��e� ��� ����—The e�te��o� �u��-out o� the ��t�he� ��e� ��� ����e� ��� ����h �hee��� ��� 
����e� o�e� the �������� � �e� ���e�� �oo� to the ��t�he� ��� ��o���e� o� the �o�th ���e o� the �u��-out 
�h��h ���o�e� ��t�he� �o��e�� to ���e�� the ��t�he� ��e� ��thout the �ee� to ���� th�ou�h the �oo��ho� 
��e��  The �u��-out ����u�e� � ����e ������� ����o� o� e��h ���e o� the �e����e ����o� ���o���� ��te��o� 
�he��e� ��� ������� to �ho� the ���e� �te�� �� �e�� �� ������ � ������� �e����e ����o� ��e�e�te� the 
��t�he� ��e� ��o� �e��� o�e� to the h���h e�e�e�t� th�t ��� e���t �t ��e� �� ��u�� The �u��-out e�te��o� 
����� �e�e �o���ete� ��� o��e� ��� �t���e� to ��t�h the �oo� o� the �e�t o� the �u������� �t the �o�t� �� 
e�te���o� o� the �o���ete ���o �� ��o�t o� the �u��-out ��� ����u��e� �ut �t ��� �e���e� to �e��e �t �o� 
��te� �o���e�o� �� ����to� ����e��e �ou�� �e�u��e the ���e� ����e �� ��o�t o� the �e����e ����o�� 

��to�e� ��� —The �e� �e�o�e�e� ��t�he� ����u�e�� ��� �e� �����et� ��th �t����e�� �tee� to��� The 
���ht ���e o� the ��t�he� ��e� �� �e����te� to ����� ������ ��� the �e� ���e �� �e����te� to ������ �oo��� 
�o�� t���� �� �o �o��e� �� ���ue ��� ��o�u��o� h�� �ee� ����e��e� �u��t�������� ���h ���e o� the    
��t�he� h�� �t� o�� �e��h-�� �����e���ee�e�� ���� �he��e� ��� � ��� �to�e �e�e �ot ���t���e� �t the ��e o� 
th�� �hoto� The �e�� o� the ��t�he� ����u�e� � �e��� ��e�te� ���h���h��� ��e� th�t �e����e� the o��      
�����o���� ��u���� �oo�� The ��t�he� ��e� �e�o�e� ���o ����u�e� �e� ��� ���h��� ���t���e� �� �oth the 
��t�he� ��e� ��� ���h���h��� ��e��  
��u�e ����he�� e��o�e� �u��� h�� �o��t�u��o� ����� to u�e �� he �o��e� ��o�����e ��e� ����� �u������ 

the �e� �����o���� ��u���� �oo� ��� �e�o�e���� the ��t�he�� �o���e ���he� �� ��u� �o�t ���� �e ��e ���
��u�te� �����o���� �e���oo�� 
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��to��� ��� ���� ��� ���� ��oto ��o�� t�� ��t���o� o� t�� �u��-out ���� �t ����t� ���� ������� 
�� u��� �� t��� ���� �� ���� ����t �� �o�� ��������� ��t� �oo� t��� t�� �����t ���t� ����t u��� �� t�� 
��t���� ���� ����� t�� �o�� �� ����o����� ��� ��� ����� ������� ��� ���� �o��t�� to t�� �u��-out 
���� �u� to t�� ���� ������ ��o� ����to�� �o� �o� ����� ��� ������

��to��� ��� �� ���� ��o� t�� ����� ���� o� t�� ��t���� �oo���� out ��to t�� �u��-out �� ��o�� �� 
t�� ��oto o� t�� ����t� ��� �ou��� �oo�� o� t�� o�� ��t���� ���� ���� ����t�� ��� t�� o������ ��� 
���� t������ �� �oo� to ��t�� t�� ����� o� t�� �u��-out� ��� ����� ���� ��� t�� �o����� ���� o� t�� 
��t���� ��� �o� �o������ ����� ���o�� t�� �����o������ to ���� ������ ��t���� �ot� ������ All photos 
��� ������o� p�o����� �� ���� ���� 

Bluff Fort Directors 
Doug and Laurie Powell 

�inter ���� - ��ril ����

Laurie and Doug Powells’ term of service was 
cut short due to Doug’s cancer. ��oto from ���� Bluff Fort missionary yearbook.
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����  Bluff �ort �istoric Site senior ser�ice missionaries. �ront: Bill & Tricia Spere, Linda & Ole 
Dunn, Barry & Bonnie Riggs, Bryce & Maxine Larsen. Upper left: Lois & John Parrish, Brad & 
Tammy Spencer, Doug & Laurie Powell, Ann & Dan Seegmiller, Al & Jeri Drummond, Cindy & 
�ayne Embleton, �red & �aye May, �behind Mays right� Bruce & Lorrie Riches. Upper back: 
Paulette & Lynn Adams. Photo courtesy of Cindy Embleton

Summer Group— Parrish, Seegmiller, Riggs, Spere, Riches, Drummond, Tippetts, Embleton, 
Dunn, May, Spender, Adams. Photo courtesy of Fred May.
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������ ��s���� �� ���� ���� 

Bluff Fort Directors 
Will and Peggy Redd

  Fe� ���� - Fe� ����
  

��� ���� ���� ��s � ��s� ��� �� ���� 
����� ��s����s �� ��� ������ ������� ������ 
�� ����� �� ���� ���� ��� �������s ����� 
������� ��� �����s �� ��� ���s������� 
��ss�������s� �� ���� ���� �� ������� 
����s��� ��� ���������� ����������s �� 
���s� ��s����s ��� ������s� �������s ���� 
s��� �� ���������s� �� ����� ����        
��s����� ��s�s ��� ���� �� �������ss �� 
��� ���� �� ���� �� ��� ��s�����s �� ���� 
��� ����� ������ s����s ������� ��� �����    
��s������s �� ��� ����� �������� ���     
����� ������� ��s����s �� ��� ���� ������� 
�� ������� ��� � s��������� ���������� �� 
��� ��s����s� 

��� ��s����s’ ������ �������� � ����� 
������ ��������� ����� �������           
����s��� �� ��� ���s�s ��� �� ������s�� 
���� �� ����� �������s �s ���� �s ��� ��� 
������������ �������s ��� s���� ��� 
s������ ������ ������ ��� ��s����s �� ��� 

������s ����s �� ��� ����� ��� ��s����s’     
������ ��� ��������� ���� ���� ���� ������� �� ����� ���������

��� ������� �������� �� ������� ������s ��� ��� ����� �� ��� ���s�s ����� ��� �������� 
�� ���s �����s� ��� ����� ����� ����� ����s ���� ���s�s���� ���� ��s� ���� ��� ��� �������s 
���� ���� ��������� 

��� s����� ������ �������� �� �� � ������ 
�� s����� ��� ��������� ������ ��� ��� s�s���s �� 
��� ����� ����s ���� �� ��� ���� ����� ��� ����s 
���� ��� ���s� ����� ����s ��� ����� �������’s 
����� ���������s� ������ ������� �������� 
����� ����s �s ����������� �� ������

��� ���� s��� �������� ���� � �����  
��������� ��������� � ��� ��s� �������� s�s��� 
��� s������ ��� �����s �� ���������� ������� 
�����s ����� �� ��� ������� ��� ��������ss �� 
��� �����s ������������ ������ ��� ��� ��s�� 

Peggy and Will Redd.  Heather Johnson photo.

Water wheel at sunset. Will Redd photo.
210



 

e�g�a�e� �as use� e��e�s��e�� �o ��ea�e �oo�, �e� ��ag��g. 
�a�es �o�e �ha� �ou��e� o�e� �he p��o� �ea�. ����    
�e��aue� a�� �he� ��a� �pe��e� �oo����a�e� �he �oo� 
shop.  
 �he g�ou��s �e�a��e� a �a�� a��a��o� �o ��s��o�s. 
�he ��e �epee �e�e��e� a �e� �o�e�. ��a�e� �as a��e� 
a�o�g �he �a���a�s �o �������e sa�� ������g a�� �o��a�� 
���h �u� o� �e� �a�s. A �e�e� s��ee���g s�s�e� �as   
a��e� �o �he �a�e��hee� s��ea� a�� �he o��g��a� �ago� 

�as �o�e� ou� ��o� 
u��e� �he a����g �o 
p�o���e a����o�a� 
sha�e �o� ��s��o�s. 
 

 
 Ma��h ����s 
��ough� �� �o�s o� �us� 
a�� ����, a�o�g ���h �he a����a� o� a �e� ��ass o� se�e�    
��ss�o�a�� �oup�es a�� ��o s��g�e s�s�e�s. �he ��ss�o�a��es 
�o��e� ���e��a�e�� a�� e��o�e� se����g 

�oge�he� a� �he �o��. 
    

    
 

 �a�� a�� �u�e�e �a��   �a�e�, �D 
 ��o� a�� �e� �h��s�e�se�� �a�e����, �� 
 A�ge�a �a��a�he�    ���e��o�, �� 
 Dea��e �e�e��es    �uee���ee�, AZ 
 Do� a�� �ea�he� �oh�so�  �a���e��, A��e��a �A 
 ��u�e a�� �a� M�����e  Mesa, AZ 
 ���� a�� �egg� �e��   D�ape�, �� 
 ��� a�� �he��� �pe�s   Mo�ga�, �� 
 Ma� a�� Do��a ��e�so�  A��ho�age, A� 
 ��a�e� a����a� 
 �hese �e��o�e�s �e�e �e��o�e� a�� suppo��e� �� �he o�go��g ��ss�o�a��es� �a�e�  
A�����ge, ���� a�� �u��� �e��aue�, �a�� a�� �e�e�e Ma��u��, �oh� a�� �o�s �a���sh, Doug 
a�� �au��e �o�e��, ��a� a�� �a��� �pe��e�, a�� ���� a�� �����a �pe�e. 
 

 
 Doug a�� �au��e �o�e�� �e�e �a�e� as ���e��o�s o� ��u� �o�� �� �o�e��e� ���� a�e� 
ha���g se��e� as ��ss�o�a��es o� �he �o�� a�� p�e��ous�� as �u��-��e ��ss�o�a��es o� �he    
�a�a�o �ese��a�o�. Mu�h o� �he �o�� �ha� �as a��o�p��she� �� ���� �as �he �esu�� o� �he��     
���o�a�o� a�� �e���a�o� �o ��p�o���g �he �a������. 

The Ute tepee received a new 
cover.  

The original wagon was moved.  
Sunny Feinauer in photo. Will Redd photos. Remodel of the 

Cowboy Cabin 
into the 
receiving room. 

Hiking 
Salvation 
Knoll. Sunny Feinauer photos 
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�������H���������������F����

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
F����������������������������������������������������������.�����������’������������������
���������������������������������������������������������’�����������������������������
�����������������.

���������������R��������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������F���.

I��������������������HIRF���������������������������
�����������������������������������H��������
��R����������.�����������������������������������
��������������������������������F�����������������
����������������������������������������������R��
�������������������������������������������������F���.�
���������������������������������������������������
������.��������������������������������������������
����������������.�������������������������������������
HIRF.

�����������������������������������������������������������������������������-�����
���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������.�

Brad & Tammy Spencer, Don & Heather Johnson, Tim & Sheri Spens, Angela Gallacher,      
Karen  Aldridge, Walt & Jenene Maybury,  Sunny & Lynn Feinauer, Will & Peggy Redd, Max 
& Donna Swenson, Scott & Bev Christensen, Bruce & Jan McBride, Trisha & Bill Spere,     
Julene & Carl Ball. Missing: Doug and Laurie Powell, John & Lois Parrish, Deanne Jefferies.

HIRF Apartments.  Will Redd photos.
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�� ������� ������� ��� �������� �� ������� ����� ��� � ������� ��� ����������      
�������� ��� ��� ����� �� ������� �� ������ ����� ��� ����������� ��� �������� �           
�������� ��� ������� ��� ��� ���� �������� �� ��������� ���� ��� ����� ��� ����������  
�������� ��� ���� ������������ ���������� �������� ��� �� �� ��������� �� ��������� �� � ��� 
���� ���� ��� ������ �������������� ��� ��������� ������� ��� ���� ��������� ������� ����� �� 

��� ���� ������ ��� ���� ��� ��� ��������� ���� ��� ���� ��� 
������� ���� ���������� �������

��� ���������� ���� ��� ��� ������� ���� ��� ���� ����� 
��� ��� ������ ������ ��� ��� ����� �� ��������� �������� ���� 
���� ����������

���� ��� ���������� �� ��� ������ ����� ���� � ��������� 
����� ��� ���� ����� �� ��������� �������� ��� ����������� �� 
�� ��������� ������ ����� �� ��� �������� �������� ����      
������� ��������� ���   
������ ������ ��� �� 
������� �� ������� 
����� ��� ����   

������� ���� ���� ���� 
����� ���� � ������ 

����� �� ����� ��� ����� ���� �� � ������� ���  
������ ������� ��������� ������ ������ �� ��� �������� 
����� ���� ���� ������� ����� �� ���� ������� ��� 
���� �� ��������� ���� ��� ������ ��������

�� ����� �� ����� ������� ������� ���� ��� ���� 
�������� ��� ���������� �� ������� �� ����� ��� � 
�������� ��������� ������� ��������� ������� ��� 

HIRF acquired the Jens Nielson home & 
apartments in ����. Photos by Ron Bateman

Lynn Feinauer and Scott       
Christensen in the new               
mechanical shop. Photos by Will Redd.

Will Redd & Lynn Feinauer at 
apartment construction site.

Lynn Feinauer & Bill Spere.
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Lynn Feinauer standing by remodeled 
storage unit or Tack Shed.  

Jean & Ted Demars with Lynn Stevens. 

Peggy Redd in remodeled Fort kitchen.   Will Redd photos. 
 

214



 

 

 
 

 
 ’

 
 

-

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Woodshop-Tim Spens, Todd & Lori Spencer. 

New laser engraver-Will Redd.             Will Redd photos. 
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Sunny Feinauer & Lori Spencer in the new receiving office. Lori Spencer in adjoining office. Will Redd photos.

Upgraded cabinetry and shelving was added to 
the sewing center during the winter of ����-
����. �anene �aybury & �a��y Spencer sewing.
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Lorie Rasmussen cleaning 
atop a Fort freezer. 

Brad Spencer & Tim Spens installing 
Cedar Mesa Trail stye. 

The awning on the west side of the    
kitchen was extended to the south to               
accommodate additional shaded,        
outside picnic area for Fort visitors. 

Cleaning and maintaining 
the water wheel was a constant 
challenge. Will Redd photos. 

Fort missionary family home 
evening at the Hoodoos.   Carl Ball photo. 
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�ode�� ��sto�� o� �l�� Fo�t 

�� �a� ��, ����, a� ��date to the ������oo�s ���e�to�� �a�a�e�e�t s�ste� �as 
�olled o�t. �o�s�de�a�le e�o�t �as s�e�t �� �e��� a��o����� o� ���e�to�� �� to date.

�t the �e������� o� �o�e��e� �e sa�d �ood��e to ��e ��ss�o�a�� �o��les a�d th�ee   
s���le s�ste�s a�d �el�o�ed s�� �e� �o��les a�d th�ee �e� s���le s�ste�s to the ��ss�o�.

  
�a�e� �ld��d�e    �ed a�d �ea� De�a�s  ���e�t� �a�e, ��
�a�l a�d ��le�e �all   �a�le�e �l�aae�   �a�to�, ��
���ela �alla�he�    �la� a�d ��� ��o�  Idaho Falls, ID
Dea��e �e�e��es    �athlee� �adse�   �t. �eo��e, ��
Do� a�d �eathe� �oh�so�  �a�� a�d �o��e �as��sse� F�a��l��, ID
����e a�d �a� �����de  D�a��e �o����s   �a�so�, ��
�oh� a�d �o�s �a���sh **  �odd a�d �o�� ��e��e� ���hla�d, ��
Do�� a�d �a���e �o�ell**  ���a� a�d �a�l�� ��lso� �leasa�t ��e�, ��
��ll a�d �����a ��e�e
�a� a�d Do��a ��e�so�
**�a�l� De�a�t��e
�he de�a���� ��ss�o�a��es a�e dee�l� lo�ed a�d dea�l� ��ssed. �he a������� ��ss�o�a��es 

ha�e �o��ed the�� �a� ��to o�� hea�ts a�d the shoes that �e�e le� �eh��d �� the��          
��ede�esso�s. �he Fo�t t�a�s��o�ed to a ���te� s�hed�le ��th a ��ll slate o� ��o�e�ts,          

Alan & Ann Grow, Tim & Sheri Spens, Brian & Kaylyn Wilson, Walt & Jenene Maybury, 
Will & Peggy Redd,  Sunny & Lynn Feinauer, Ted & Jean Demars,  Brad & Tammy Spencer, 
Scott & Bev Christensen, Marlene  Elgaaen, Diane Robbins. Back row- Jack & Lorie        
Rasmussen, Todd & Lori  Spencer, Kathleen Madsen.  Will Redd photo.
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������e� ��� h����� �������e�t�� �� ���te �� the �e���e� ����e�� �� ����t��� �t the ���t� 
���� �h���e e��e��e��e� �e�e e����e� ��th th��e �h� ����te� the �������e�� 
 

 
 �e �e�e ��e��e� �� the �e����e �� �� ���e�t �����e� ��� ����������� �h� ����te� the�� 
��e e��h �ee� t� ����e ���� ���� �������� ��� he�� h��t the ����t��� t� the ���t� �he��  
�e������� ��� e�te����e �����e��e �� the h��t��� �� the e�������� ��� the ���t �e�e � ��e�t 
���et t� the ����������e�� �he�� �e����e ��� �������e��e� �� � �e�������� ����e� h��te� �� 
the ������ �t the�� �e������ ���� �� ���������  

 
 ��� ��e������ �e�e ������te�� �� ������� �� � �e����te� ����� �� ���e�t���� 
���� �te�e��� ��e���e�t� ���e ������� ���e-��e���e�t� ����� �e��e�� �e� ������ �t���t 
��the��� ��� ����t ������� �����t���te��� �e �e�e ����e�e� t� �e��� th�t ����� ������ ��e 
�� ��� ����e� ����� �e��e�� ��� e���� ������e�t� �� the ���t� ��� ���the� t� ����t 
�����e�t ����� �e��e��� ����e� ���� ����e��� �� �e�e��e� ����� �e e�te��e� ���        
������e��e� t� h�� ������� 
 

 
 ���� �the� ���e �� the ���� ����ee� �e��e����t� ��� ��te�e�te� ����e� h��e             
���t����te� t� the ����e�� ��� ��e����� �� ���� ���t� ��t���e ����� the� �� ����e        
����h��� �h� ���e� �� the �e�� ��e���� h��e ��� ���� �e��� ��� h�� �ee� e����e� �� the  
�e�e����e�t �� the ���t �����t ����e the �e�������� ����e ��� ��� the ������� ��� the �e���� 
�e�te� ���� ���� ��� ������e� t� �h��e he� h��t������ �����e��e �� the ���t�  
 

 
 �e�e��� �������t� e�e�t� �e�e h��te� �� ��������te� �� �� the ���� ���t ����������e��     
������ ���ht �t the ���t ��� �e���t�te� ����� ��e� � ����� h��t�� ��th e��ht ��t�t������     
�e��������e� ���������e� �� ��ee ��e ��e��� �������t� ������e� ������te� �� the ���t 
������e� the ������ ���te� ��� ���t� the ���e������e��e��� �e����e� ����������� ��e�����t� 
the ������� �e������ �������t� �h���������� ����e� �t ���� ����� �e�t�����t� et�� �he ���t 
����������e� ���� h��te� ��h��� ������ ��� ������ �e������� ���h��� ��e���� ��� �the�  
�������t� �e����e �� �e�� �� ������t t� ��� ������ �e��h���� ��� �e��e�e� �� the ���t   
����������e�� 
 

 
�e�� ����e� 
���e�t ��� �e��� ������� 
���� ��� �����e ��e�h��� 
��e�t ��� ����� ����e� 
��e ��� ��th ����� 
��� ��� �e�e��� ������ 
�e���e ��� ����� ���e� 

������ ��h���� 
������e ��h����  
�te�e ��� ��� �ee�e 
��� ��� �e��� ������ 
���e ��� �e��� ��e�ht� 
�e� ��� ������e ����� 
��e� ��� ���e�� �t����h�� 
��� ��� �e��� ����e� 
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�ode�� ��sto�� of �l�� �o�t  

 
 �s a d��e�s�o� f�o� the la�o�s of o�e�a��� a�d �a��ta����� the �o�t� a�d �� add��o� to 
�o��al ��e�a�a�o� da� a�����es� the �o�t ��ss�o�a��es �a�����ated �� a �oat t��� o� �a�e 
�o�ell to the �ase of the �ole �� the �o�� �� ea�l� ��l�. �h�s t��� �as at ��st �o�s�de�ed        
��a�a��a�le �e�a�se of the e�t�e�el� lo� �ate� le�el �� �a�e �o�ell� ��t o�� �ood f��e�ds 
f�o� �la�d��� �e�e a�le to la���h the�� �oats �� ��llf�o� a�d the� ���� �s �� at �all’s ��oss�
���. �e had a �ost e��o�a�le ����se o� the la�e a�d sa� se�e�al la�d�a��s that ha�e �ee� 
h�dde� ��de� �ate� fo� the �ast ��� �l�s �ea�s. � �leasa�t d�� �� the la�e� l���h o� the �ate� 
a�d a h��e �� to ���le �e�’s ����a� �e�e e��o�ed �� se�e�al of the �o�e s��� a���e�t o�es. 
���ela �alla�he�� o�� a�a���� �o��� s���le s�ste�� h��ed to the to� of the hole a�d �ade �t all 
the �a� �a�� do��� 
 �� ��to�e� �ost of the ��o�� d�o�e o�e� to �s�ala�te a�d sta�ed the ���ht �efo�e        
�e�t����� to the to� of the �ole �� the �o�� f�o� the �est s�de. �h�s �as a �e�o�a�le        
e��e��e��e� �ot o�l� fo� the ��eath-ta���� ��sta f�o� the to� of the hole� ��t fo� the �o�e 
sha���� d���e to �et to �t. �e e��o�ed a sho�t sto� at �a��e �all �o�� a�d a �leasa�t l���h at 
�� ��le ������s. �e �e�e fo�t��ate to �e hosted �� �a�o�t ��a�t�ee� �ho �s o�e of the    
fo�e�ost e��e�ts o� the �ole �� the �o�� e��ed��o�.  
 �e�e�al of the ��o�� a��o��a��ed o�� ��a��h ��es�de�t� �elto� ���h� o� the �ole �� the 
�o�� ��a�l f�o� the east s�de of �a�e �o�ell �� o�-�oad �eh��les �� �a��h. ���e��e����� the 
t�a�l the �ole �� the �o�� ��o�ee�s t�a�e�sed �as a ���d-�lo���� a�d h���l��� e��e��e��e fo� 
all. 
 �e had a� e��o�a�le da� t��� �� to the �eedles ��e�loo�� �h���h �o��� �a�l �o�se �o��� 
the �o���ello ��s�to�’s �e�te� a�d othe� �o��ts of ��te�est ���ded �� o�� o�� a�ea e��e�t a�d 
h�sto��a�� ��o� �h��ste�se�. �e �e�e also a�le to �l��� �a� ��a� ��ll� ��de the �������� 
������s t�a�l� h��e the �eda� �esa t�a�l a�d see �a�� othe� �o��ts of h�sto��� a�d �eolo���al 
��te�est. 
 

 
 �e����� at �l�� �o�t �s a �����e e��e��e��e. �a�� ���a�les ha�e �ee� ��t�essed �oth �� 
the ea�l� ��o�ee�s a�d ��a���all� da�l� �� those ����e�tl� se����� at the �o�t. �o lea�� of a�d 
feel the fa�th� a�d the dete����a�o�� a�d �s����e-ta-t�d���of the o�����al �ole �� the �o��  
��o�ee�s �ha��es the l��es of those �ho ��s�t the �o�t a�d es�e��all� those �ho ha�e the    
�����le�e of se����� he�e f�ll ��e. �he ha�d of the �o�d �s e��de�t e�e�� da� �� the                 
tes��o��es� the ded��ated se����e a�d the lo�e e�h���ted �� those �ho se��e he�e. 
 �e sal�te the ��d���d�als �ho had the ��s�o� to �a�e th�s all ha��e� a�d �ho �o����e to 
��o�ote� s���o�t a�d se��e �l�� �o�t. �e tha�� those ded��ated ��ss�o�a��es �ho ���e of 
the�� ��e a�d tale�ts to �a�e fo� the �o�t� �a�e a���les fo� the to���sts to ta�e as so��e���s of 
the�� ��s�ts a�d �ho tell the a�a���� sto��es of the �ole �� the �o�� e��ed��o�. �e �a� t����te 
to those ��do��ta�le ��o�ee�s �ho �ade th�s all ha��e� �� the ��st �la�e.  
 �l�� �o�t a�d the �ole �� the �o�� e��ed��o� �s a sto�� fo� all ��es. �t �s a sto�� that    
dese��es a�d �eeds to �e hea�d a�o��d the �o�ld. �t �s a sto�� of ���a�les a�d ��da��ted 
fa�th. �o �e �����le�ed to �e �a�t of the ��ese��a�o� of that sto�� �s a �less��� to all �ho se��e 
he�e. ���ll �edd ����-�� �l�� �o�t ���e�to�  
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�elo� is a� a�a�i�� e�a�ple o� se��i�e pe��o��ed at �lu� �o�t� ���� �ei�aue�’s se��i�e at �lu� �o�t 
��o� �o�e��e� ����-�o�e��e� ����� Ma�� othe�s ha�e �i�e� si�ila� se��i�e o�e� the �ea�s� 

 
  Co-op - ��ilt t�e �ed t��le �� t�e ��o�t doo�� ���e�o�� di�ide�� i� d���e��� ���e�o�� ��el�e� i� ����o��d� ��d 
i� t�e ����e ��t� ���i�et. ��i�ted �ll t�e ���e�o��d�. ��ilt ��d ���� t�e ��ilt l�dde�� �it� ���� �d���. ��ilt t�e  
�oo���el� di��l��. ��ilt t�e ��ll di��l�� �o� t�e �id’� to�� ��d ��el� �o� t�e �o�e�ed ���o�. �e�o��ed ���� ��d �i��e� 
��� di��l��. ��de di��l�� �o��d� �o� �ood ��i�e�� ��e�d �o��d�� �ood �lo��� ��d �e��l��e di��l��� ��d � di��l�� �o� 
t�e �oode� d����. ���� ��t�o�� i� �oo� ��. ��de t�i�ed ��� ��d loo�ed ��� �t��d. ��de �ood ����e �o�e� �o� 
���e ��d �oo� ��. ��de � �e� �to���e ��e� �o� t�e ����di�� i�o�� i� t�e �lo�et ��d ���� � ���� �o� �o�t�. �e�o��ed � 
t��le i�to � ���i�et �it� doo�� ��d � d���e��. ���� �oo�� �o� i���it� �����e�. �e�o��ed t�e �e��� ��de� ����i�� 
�lot�e� ��d ��t � d���e�� i�. ���ded� �t�i�ed ��d ����i��ed t�e lo�� �o��te� �it� �o� ��d ��le ��te���. ��i�ted t�e 
��ee� ���i�et� �ed� ��d �e��i�ted �l�e �o��te��. �e���� t�e �ole i� t�e �o�� ��t et�. o� t�e �o�t� ��ll o� �oo� ��. 
��de t�o �e� �oi�te� ����� �o� �el�i�� �oi�t o�t �i�t��e� et�. �� t�e ���e -��ilt di�ide�� i� �e�e��l d���e��� �e�e��l 
��el�e� �o� �to���e� ��el� ��it �o� ���e� ��d �olde��� ��ll o�t �����i�� �t��o� d���e�. �e�o��ed t�e ����e d���e�. 
���ded ��d �t�i�ed t�e �o��te� � �dded �o��d to �o��e� o� �o��te�. �te�� ��de -����� �o��d�� �olli�� �i��� ��oo� 
�e�t�� ��oo��� o�e� ���� ��ll�� �ood ��i�e� �� �i�d��� �i�e�� �i�tol�� ���d� ����i�e�� d����� ����le ���e� �olli�� �i� 
�e�t�� ����e �o�e�� �i���it ���e��� �lo��� �o� �i��io���ie�� ����� �o��d� �o� t�e do�e�t� ��d �i��io���ie�. 
 Outside -�el�ed �ill �edd �o��t���t t�e ���te o� t�e �t�e��. ��ilt t�e �e��e� ��o��d t�e t�o ��o���e t���� �it� 
�o� �o���o�. �el�ed ��i�t�i� t�e ��te���eel t�e ���t �e��. ��te�ded t�e �it��e� ���o �oo� ��et�l �oo��� �it� ��i�� 
�il�o�� �o� ��d ��le ��te���. ��t � �e� doo� i� to t�e �ood �oo�. �el�ed �it� t�e �e� �o���ete ��l���� �t t�e 
e�d o� t�e �o���� �ide�ed t�e ��te� ��d �e�odeled it to ��i�� �ot� ����. ��ilt t�e �o��e �it� ����e�� ��de� t�e ��i�t 
�oo� �i�do�. �o�ed t�e o�t�ide doo� to t�e �ood�o��i�� �oo� to �e ���� o� t�e �o�t� �ide o� t�e ��ildi��. ��de 
t�e ��ee� �o�e� �o�e� o� t�e �it��e� �i�do��. ��de �ddi�o��l ��� �o�e� � ��ilt t�e t�o �e���e� o�t�ide �� t�e 
TV.  
  �e�i�� �oo� - ��te�ded t�e ����� t��le. ��t �� t�o �od� �o� t�e ����� �olt�. ��de �e�e��l di�ide�� i� t�e 
d���e��. �e�odeled ��d ��t ��el�i�� i� t�e ��o�t ��d ���� �to���e �oo��. ���t�lled �e� ��el�e� i� t�e �e�i�� �oo�. 
��de �ole� i� t�e t��le� �o� t�e ele�t�i��l �o�d� ��d �oot �ed�l �e�t� �o� �o�e �e�i�� ����i�e�. ��ilt �ed �e���      
�to���e �o� e��� �i�te�� � ��el� �o� ����� �o�le� � i��t�lled t�e �e� �o��te� �o� o��e ��d �e��e��. ��ilt ��de� t�e 
�o��te� �to���e ��d ��el�i��.  
 �it�he� -T�i��ed o�t t�e doo���� �oi�� i�to t�e �i�� �oo�� ��de ��el� �o� ���i�� ���e������ll �oo�ie ��eet�� 
t�i��ed �ood �o��te�� l���e doo����� ��d �i�do�� ��de �t��d �o� t�e �o���te�� �olde� �o� t�e ���e� ����. ���i�ted 
���d ��e��e� �it� t�e i��t�ll��o� o� t�e �ood �o��te�. ���d ��de t�e �o��te�to�. 
 O��e a�d �e�ei�i�� -T�e �e� ���i�ted �i� i� te��i�� o�t t�e �o��o� ���i�.  �e did t�e ����i�� o� t�e i��ide� 
ele�t�i��l ��d ��eet�o��. �e ��t �� ��el�e�� ��ilt �lo�et�� l�id �ddi�o��l �oo�i��� ��t i� � �e� doo� to �e�ei�i��� ���� 
�lo�et doo��� ��de t�e �o��te�� o�t o� ����� �o��d �l���. ��de � ���e �o� �o� �e�el�� ��d t�e t��le �o� t�e l���.  
 �ai�t �oo� -Too� o�t do��le doo�� o� �e�t �ide ��d ��t i� � �i�do�� ��ilt ��el�e�� ��t i� �i��� i��t�lled d��i�� 
����� ��ilt � �o��te�� ��d i��t�lled � doo� i�to t�e �ood�o��i�� �oo�. �id t�e ele�t�i��l.  
 �o�t lau�d�� �oo� -��t �� ����i�� �od ��d ��el�� ���� ���i�et. �el�ed �it� t�e �i�-�o�di�o�i�� ��d t�e e�it 
���.  
 Metal shop�����ed t�e �et�l ��o�� ��t-�� ���e� ��d �o��d �idi��� ��d ��t i� � �e� doo�.  
 T��� �oo� �to���e - ����ed t�e �oo�� �ided t�e ��ll� �it� ��t ��d �o��d� ���� t�e doo�� i��t�lled t�e �et�l �oo� 
�it� ��i�� �il�o�� ��d ��t i� ��el�i��. 
 �e�s �ielso� apa�t�e�ts - �� ����t�e�t� �� � �� ��ilt �to���e �� t�e �ide o� t�e �to�e�� i���e��ed ����i��     
�to���e ���t�i��� ��ilt ��el�e� i� t�e ��t��oo��. �� ����t�e�t �� ��de � �e� ����i�� �lo�et �od ��d ��el� ���t�i�� ��d 
i��t�lled � ���d��il do�� t�e �t�i��. �� ����t�e�t ��� i��t�lled ������e �i� i� �it��e� ���i�et ��d ���i�et ��o�� �i� l��t 
d�� o� �e��i�e.  
 �o�i�� apa�t�e�ts �� t�e di�e�to��’ ����t�e�t� i��t�lled ���i�et� o�e� t�e ��id�e ��d o�e� t�e de��. ���t�lled 
��o�� o� ��t��oo� ���i�et�� � �o�t ���� �� t�e ��o�t doo�� ��d � ��el� ��de� t�e de�� ��e�� ��d ��el�e� ��o�e t�e 
toilet. �� �o�i�� ����t�e�t� l���d��� ��de ����i�� �o��te� ��d ����i�� �od ��d ��el�� ��ilt �o�e ��de� �o��te� 
��el�e�� ��d e�te�ded t�e �o��te� o�e� t�e �i��. ��i�t�i�ed t�e �o��t���d �����.  
 �� ����t�e�t �� i��t�lled ��o�� o� t�e �it��e� ��d ��t��oo� ���i�et�� ��t �� � ���� o� �o�t �oo�� �� t�e ��o�t 
doo�� ��t i� � ��el� ��de� t�e �o��te� �� t�e ��id�e� ��el�e� ��o�e t�e toilet. �� ����t�e�t� �� � �� ��t i� �ddi�o��l 
��el�e� i� t�e ���t��. �� �ll t��ee ��it�� ��t i� ����i�� �i��o���e ��el�� ��de ��d i��t�lled � doo� ��de� t�e �o��te� 
�o� ���� ���e�� to ��el�e�. ’

’  
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Carl Ball photos. 

Topsy Turvy Dolls made by 
Deanne Jefferies. 
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Bluff Fort Directors
 Jack and Lorie Rasmussen
Spring – �inter ����
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View from the arbor of our  
energetic director Lorie running 
near the kitchen.

Directors Lorie & Jack Rasmussen.
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������ ������� �� �l�� ���� 

a�� all �������l� ����l����a�l� a�� �a��� �� ��l� �� ���a�� ��� ������ ��������� ��� �����   
������ �� �����l�� ���a�� a �������l ���� �������� a�� �� ������a�� ����� ��l��� ��a� �� �a� ��� 
�a�� �� ��� Al������ ��a� all���� ����� ��a�� ���������� �������� �� a�����l��� ��a� ���� 
���� �l�a�� �������a�� ��a� ���� �a� �� �a��-��ll �� ���� �� �������� �� �a� ����l� a ����l� ��� 
�� ����� ��l����� � ������� �� all� ���� ��a���� 

Friday Nights at the Fort 
����a� ������ a� ��� ���� �� ���� �a� ��ll �������� ���� ����ll��� �������a���� �a�� 

������ ����a� ������ a� ��� ���� ���� ��� ������ ���l���� 
�������a���� �� �al� a�� Aa��� �a���� ��a�� �������� 
A�a��lla� Ala� a�� ������ ����� ������ a�� ������� ������ 
��� ��a���� ���l�� a�� ��� ��a�� ��al� �� �all�� �a�l��� 
��� ��������� �� a �a���� ����� �� a�������a��l� ��� 
������� ���� �������� ����� �a������� ������ ���� �a�� 
�� ����� ��� a��� ������l�� ��� �a�� ������ ��� ���� l��� 
����� �a� ��������� ����a��� �� ��� ��-�� �a�� ��� a�� 
���� ��� ���a� �a� ������ �� ��� la�� a��� �a��        
��������’ a���  

�o����ity ��trea�h 
 ��������� �����a�� ����l��� A����-a-�����a� ��a�� 
�����al ���� a ��� ��l� ������� �� �l�� ���� l����� �� A���l� �� 
��������� ��� ���� ���a���������� ���a��a�� �����a���� 
���� ��� ������� ���� ����l������ �� ���� ����� �a��� a�� 
��� ���� �a�a��� ���� ��l���� a�� �a��� A�� ����a���� 
��� �������a���� al�� �a�����a��� �� ������� a ���� ��a����
������ ��al a� ���� ����� �a�� �� ���������� ���� ����� 
����� ������� a�� �a�� �a�a��� ��a���� �a� ��� ��a����� 
�������a�� ��a�� ��ll�� l�� ��� ���������  �����a�� ����
��a�� 
 ��� ���� �a�����a��� ���� �l�� ���� �� �la����� ��� a 
��la� ��l���� �� ������� ���� ����� �a� �������� �� ����� 
������ ��������� �� ��� a��a ��� ���� ��a��� �� ���l����  
a��a� ���� a� �all�� �� ��� ����� �� ��al���� �� �a� a ������ 
��� �������� �� ��� ���� �� �a��� ��� ��l����� ��        
�a�����a��� �� ��� ��a�� �a�� �a�a���� a�� �al� �a�a���� 
�� �������� ���� ��l���� ���� ��� ����� l��� a�������� ���� 
a� �a����� ��� ������������� ���� 
 �� ���� ���� �����l� a� ��� �la����� �����-���-All� 
�������a� �a�� �� �������� ����� �� ��l� ���� ����� �� 
����� a�� �a� ��� �� ��� ���� ����la�� ������ �� ��� ������� 
�� ������� 

Service missionary Ted Hill 
completed a switch to 
Shopify point-of-sale      
software in ����st ����� 
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�� ������d �� th� �p���� of ���� th�t 
��ppo�t fo� o�� po��t-of-���� �o����� 
������oo�� �o��d �� d���o�����d�     

���� ��d ����� ��dd� th� p����o��     
d����to�� �p��t �o���d������ ��� ��d �����
�� �o����� to ��t �o�t�o� of �p��d��� ��d 
�����to�� ���������t� �� �o�����d th�t 
��o�t ������ po����� �����t�� �� of ��t��d�� 
�����t �� ����� �� �������f���� ���t�h�d 
o��� to �hop�f� ��� ��d h�d �o �o����� o� 
h��d���� ������� ��d ����� o�� ����d��t t��h�
�� �o�p��t�d th� ���� �t���� of �������� �p 
of �o�� �����to�� ������� ��d d����op��� 
th� ��������� ������� ��t���� �hop�f� ��d 
������oo�� o������ �h� d����to�� ���� ���� 
to ��� th� �����to�� t������� f��t���� of 
������oo�� to d�t������ �h�t p�od��t� to ��� ��d �� �h�t ��������� ��do� to th� ��dd� fo� 
th��� �o�� �� th�� ���� th� p����o�� �����

�� h�d �� �����o������ ����� �t th� ��d of ��to��� ��d ���ht ��� o��� ������d� �� ���� �d�
����t��� �t���d o��� th� ���t�� ����o� ��d � �t�o�� ��o�p  p��p���d to h��d�� th� �����o���� 
�h���� o���� th� ��t of ����h

��� �����o������ �o�����d to �� �o�d��f��� ��d �h���f��� ��d ������ ������� to �� do��� th� 
th���� th�� ���� ����d to do� �� h�d ���� ����to��’ �o����t� o� th� ����o�� ��o��d�� ����d�
����� ��d th�� p����� �� ���� �� th� �����f�� h��d-���� ��d h��d�����d p�od��t��

�o�t �p���d�� �����d�d ��� ���� ������ ��o�� th� �o�th f�o�t ��d ���t ��d� of th� �ood 
�hop ���t�h�� ����d���� ��d of �o����� th� ��� ��� ����� ���h���� ��th � �����o�� do���o� f�o� 
� do�o�� ��� o�d ��� ����� ���h��� �t������d �h�� �� ��d� �o�� th�� ����� o� �o �o��� �� � 
�o�� �h��� th�� o�� ������ o�t �� �o��� p��� ��tho�t ��� d�op �� �����t� of p�od��t� �� p�t �� ��� 
�o��� o� th� ���t�oo�� �o th� �������� ��d� �o��d ��t ��� �� h��� � �����f�� ��� h��d-p���t�d 
photo-op �h��h o�� ����d��t ����t� ���� ������ p���t�d fo� ��� �� ���o ��� fo����� �� �� ���t����d 
� ��� ��d����� ���d��� to th� �o� ������ho��� ��d th� ��t�h�� ���� ��th �� ��t��d�d ��t�h�� 
�����d� ��dth� ���o� ���� ����h���� �����t�d �� �o� �oh��o� ����t ���� f����� ��o��d t�o       
p�op��� t���� o� th� �o�t�

�� �������� ����� �� ��p����d �p���d�d ��t���o� 
��t��p����� ����� �t ���� �o�t� ��o� �o��� ��d ���o�t 
����t��� p�o��d�d ����f h��to����� ��������� fo� ���h of 
th�  f������� ��p�����t�d �� ������ �t th� �o�t� 

�h��� ��t��p����� ����� �dd�d � �ho�� ��� ����� of 
��d���t��d��� of ��f� �� th� �������h��� ��� �to���� ��d 
��ot�� th�t h��� o��� ���� ��������� �� th� h��to����� 
�������� th�� ������� to th� �o�t ���� ����to�� �� ���� 
f����� ��d���t��d��� of th� f��th� ���t ��d �o����� of th� 
��� ���� �����o�������

Missionary Bill Hansen, our resident artist 
meticulously painted a new photo-op.

New Barton Cabin interpretive sign.
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���e�� ��s���� �� �l�� ���� 

-  
 �e �e�e �lease� �� ��ese�� a s���� ���e� ��a� e��la��s ��a�� ��� a�� ��e�e �s �l�� ����. 
� �as ��a�el��� ���� ��a��s��s �� ��e �as� ��as� a �e� �����s a�� a�� ����� ��a� s��e      
��s����� s��es ������ �a�e ���e��l� �e�s��es ��a� �����e� �s �� ���e a�� see. 
  ���s ���e� s���� �s ���� ��� �� ��a� e��e��e��e. �e�s��s �a� s�a� ��e �� ���e �� �����
�as�e ��e l��� �� ��e�� ����se� �� �a��� ��e se�e�-�����e ���e� ��ese��a��� �ell��� ��a� �� 
e��e�� ��e� ��s���� �l�� ����. �la� �e�e�s��� �� �l���� �ea� ��l�s� ���. ������e� ��e ���e�� 
���� s��e ��ea� �������a��� ���� �la� a�� se����e ��ss���a�� ��� �a�e�a�� ��e ����a�e �as 
����.  
 ��e ���e �s ��a� �e��le ��ll s�a�e �� ���� ���e��s. �e��le �a� als� ��� ��e l��� �� ���  
�e�s��e� a� ��������s��� a�� �� ����le. �� �s �� ������e a�� �a� �e �a���e� �� �ele��s��� a� 
���e. ��� ���e �� ��������� ���s s���� ���e� �as ��a� �a�� �e��le ��ll see ��e ���e� a�� 
�a�� �� ���e a�� e��e��e��e ��e s����� ��� ���es��les a� ��e �a����� �� a� ��e� ���� ��e ��� 
s���. �� �e��le �a��� ��e ���e�� ��e� ��ll ���� ��a� �� e��e�� a�� ���e��ll� ���s ��ll a��a�� 
���e ��s����s. �e ���e ��a� all ��ll s�a�e ��e ���e� ���� �a��l� a�� ���e��s �� ��e�� �a�����e 
s���al �e��a �a�� �la���� a�� �a��e s�a�e e��e��e��es a� ��e ����.  
 �e �e�e��l� ������ �a� a ����le ���� ��a��e ��a� sa�� ��e �eas�� ��e� �a�e �� �l�� �as 
�e�a�se �� ��e�� �e������s’ ���� �a�e� �l��. �es� �e ���� �e ��� �a�e a ��� �a�e� �l�� 
��a���� ��e s��ee�s �� �a��s. ��e� sa�� ��e�� �e������s ��l� ��e� ��e� �a� �� s��� a� �l�� ����� 
��a� �� �a� �ee� ��e �� ��e �es� ����l����s �� ��e�� e���e ���� �� ��e US. 
 �e ���� ��a� l��es a�e �e��� ��a��e� as ��s����s ���e� a�� e��e��e��e a�� �eel ��e      
sa��e��ess �� ��e ������. ��a� �������a�le s����� �� ��e ����ee�s ������es �� �less ��e l��es 
�� all ��� ���e.  

 
 � �a��a�� ��� ���� �ee��� a� ��e ������ �� �es�s ����s� �� �a�e�-�a� Sa���s         
������s��a��� ���l���� �es�l�e� �� a ��a��e �� s�a��s �� ��e �l�� ���� ��ss���a��es ��e����� 
a�����al �� ��e ���s� ��es��e��� a�� ��e ������ �� ��e ��el�e�. ��e ��a��e �as a ��al      
������e �� se�e�al �ee���s ��e� ��e. ���se se����� �e�e ��e����sl� �es���a�e� as ������ 
se����e ��ss���a��es. ��e S�����es� ��ea ��es��e��� �� ��e ������ Se�e��es ���e �a�e ��e 
�e��s��� �� �la�e �l�� ���� ��ss���a��es ���e� ��e ���e���� �� ��e �e� �e���� �a�������� 
��ss��� ��es��e��. ���� ��a�� �e��e� ��a�� �a�l�� �e��ese��e� ��e ���� ��a�� a� ��e 
�ee���. ���se �alle� ��ll �e se���� ��ss���a��es ������� ��e �e��la� a��l��a��� ����ess�    
��s�ea� �� as se����e ��ss���a��es. ���s �as a s������a�� ��a��e ���� �lea� l��es �� ���es����� 
a�������� �� �la�e. �See �l�e� S�e�e� S���� �l�� ���� ��ss���a��es �� ��a��e� ���� ��� a      
���e ����le�e ��s���� �� ��e ��ss���a�� �����a� a� ��e ����.� 

 
 ��a�� �a�l�� ����e a ��s���� �� ��e �e�el���e�� �� ���e�� �l�� ����. �� ����e�a��� ���� 
��ss���a�� ��� �a�e�a�� ��e ��s���� �as e���e� a�� �����le� ���� �a�� �������a��s a�� 
����� ���� ���e���s �a�����a��s ���� a ���� ����. ��e �la� �as �� ������e ��e ����        
ele�������all� �� ��e ���� �e�s��e� ��e�e ��e ������a��� �a� �e ��ese��e�� a��e� �� a��  
a��esse� ��� �e�e�e��e. ����es �a� als� �e a�a�la�le ��� ���se �es����� �����e� ����a� ������� 
a ����e���al ���le� s��� as ��a���. 
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The board and batten siding 
at Bluff Fort is similar in     
design to the Bluff City Oil 
��change� shown in this ���� 
photo by Charles Goodman. 

 

�partment �� was completed 
October ��st of ����� which 
provided accommodations 
for one additional missionary 
couple. 

Kendall Shumway’s crew 
roofing the cabin 
apartment. 

227



 

Lynn Feinauer, assisted by Don Johnson on left installed s 
type fence around two propane tanks on the fort. Lynn completed 
numerous, untold projects on the fort over two years including  
benches, apartment cabinets & shelving, roofing, signs, etc. 

Diane Robbins and Marlene Elgaaen 
welcome the new ice cream machine 
in August. 

Mike Johnson completed new ����s style 
pricing signs outside the kitchen, despite 
major injury to his hand in the woodshop.  
He was assisted by Todd Spencer and Lynn 
Feinauer. He also tended the water wheel 
and singlehandedly removed a ten year old, 
unsightly pile of wooden beams left from the 
Co-op construction. It had been neglected on 
the east side of the Relief Society Building. 

Craig Miller, Scott Christensen, Jack Rasmussen preparing for highway cleanup service project. Note the  
newly poured  concrete sidewalk and veranda extension completed under the direction of missionary Bill 
Hansen. 

Sharee Merkley, Bev Bateman, Lisa 
Hill, Ranae Bateman, Judy Hansen 
showing off their handcrafted 
aprons. Marlene Elgaaen photo. 
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A total Eclipse of the Sun as viewed 
at �luff Fort on �ctober ��, ����. 
Missionary Scott Christensen 
furnished the evolution photos of 
the total eclipse below. Early 
predictions of a crowd of up to 
��,��� enterin� the city area didn’t 
materialize, but still we set a record 
e�ceedin� ��� visitors at the Fort.

The Fort darkened near the totality of the eclipse.
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Bluff Fort Service Missionary Monticello Temple Excursion & Dinner at the      
Homestead Steakhouse on �ugust ��th. 

Below front– Kathleen Madsen, Beverly  & Scott Christensen, Sunny Feinauer, Lori Spencer, 
Judy & Bill Hansen. Second row– Marlene Elgaaen, Ranae & Kyle Bateman, Lynn Feinauer, 
Todd Spencer. Third row– Diane Robbins, Shirlee & Craig Miller, Ron & Bev Bateman. Back 
row– Ted and Lisa Hill, Steve & Sharee Merkley, Sherry & Steve Johnson, Don and Heather 
Johnson, Lorie and Jack Rasmussen.
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Front: Kathleen Madsen, Diane Robbins, Marlene Elgaaen, Ted & Lisa Hill, Lorie & 
Jack Rasmussen, Bev & Ron Bateman. Back: Steve & Sharee Merkley, Lynn & Sunny 
Feinauer, Don & Heather Johnson, Todd & Lori Spencer, Bill & Judy Hansen, Sherry 
&  Mike Johnson, Ranae & Kyle Bateman, Shirlee & Craig Miller, Bev & Scott 
Christensen, Holly & Todd McAllister. Photo courtesy of Brooke Pehrson
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Montey Rasmussen and Rich Murset installed 
new windows in the sewing center. Ron 
Bateman helped with the outside caulking and 
Ted Hill painted the exterior.

The Bluff Fort exhibit at the Blanding Tree for All Festival was colorful. It was also 
very profitable. All the quilts shown in the photo sold, along with other handmade 
items. Bev Bateman, Lori Spencer and Shirlee Miller with the exhibit.

Carolyn Murset 
performed her 
Tales of Tila

during the Bluff 
International 
Balloon Festival.

Several of the senior 
missionaries helped 
launch balloons for 
the Bluff International 
Balloon Festival. 
Shirlee Miller and 
Laurie Fifield were 
invited to ride. It was 
held �anuary ��-��, 
����.
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A rare winter snowstorm at Bluff Fort. 
Lorie Rasmussen photo.

Jack and Lorie Rasmussen conducting 
a morning devotional.

Ron Bateman, Montey and Melodie 
Rasmussen created a pioneer Nativity 
to celebrate the birth of the Savior. 
Ron Bateman photos.

In February, Craig Miller, 
Jack Rasmussen, and 
Todd Spencer installed a 
new solid, story board on 
the east side of the co-op. 
The signs were designed 
by Leon Jones & Lamont 
Crabtree.

Don Johnson hoeing the carrots 
in a proli�ic ���� garden.

Christmas party given by the Rasmussens.
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Men of Bluff Fort, February 
����. Rich Murset, Montey 
Rasmussen, Don Griffiths, 
Todd Spencer, Jack 
Rasmussen, Craig Miller, Kyle 
Bateman, Ted Hill, Steve 
Merkley, Bryce Fifield, Ron 
Bateman.

Women of Bluff Fort, February 
����. Carolyn Murset, Melodie 
Rasmussen, Cheryl Griffiths, 
Lori Spencer, Lorie Rasmussen, 
Shirlee Miller, Ranae Bateman, 
Lisa Hill, Sharee Merkley, 
Laurie Fifield, Diane Robbins, 
Bev Bateman.

���� Winter Missionaries at Bluff Fort Historic Site. Rich & Carolyn Murset, Montey 
& Melodie Rasmussen, Don & Cheryl Griffiths, Todd & Lori Spencer, Jack & Lorie 
Rasmussen, Craig & Shirlee Miller, Kyle & Ranae Bateman, Ted & Lisa Hill, Steve & 
Sharee Merkley, Bryce & Laurie Fifield, Diane Robbins, Ron & Bev Bateman.
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 Bryce & Laurie Fifield Bluff Fort Directors Logan, Utah; Larry and Christa Barker, Santa Clara, Utah; Steve & Denise Christensen, St. George, Utah; Don & Cheryl Griffiths, Sacramento, California; Larry & Cheryl Lowry, Cardston, AB, Canada; Curtis & Valerie Mahon, St. George, Utah; Mike McConkie, Kaysville, Utah; Peggy Moffat, Mesa, Arizona; Jack & Julie Monnett, Firth, Idaho; Rich & Carolyn Murset, LaVerkin, Utah; Montey & Melodie Rasmussen, Cardston, AB Canada; Diane Robbins, Payson, Utah. 
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Early photo of Bluff Fort 
Cooperative with Kumen 
Jones home in far right 
background. The log 
meetinghouse had 
apparently been torn down.

Drawing of the first 
Bluff Fort Co-op is 

found upstairs in the 
museum.

Original San Juan Cooperative 
Store photos taken by Charles 
�oodman Circa ����.
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Lamont Crabtree stated the following: “With respect to 
the wagon logo, in the early 1960s the BLM and David 
Miller (University of Utah historian) drafted a preliminary 
trail marking plan. In this document a smaller/
simpler wagon symbol was defined. The wagon symbol 
was burned onto trail markers with a branding iron. On-
ly scarring the wood, the symbol did not last long. You 
can still find some of these markers on the trail. They 
are short (3' high), 4"x4" wood posts cut at the top on a 
45 degree angle. The wagon symbol was applied onto 
the 45 degree cut. However, the wagon logos have long 
since disappeared.
“In 1995 I designed and proposed the current wagon 
symbol. See the last pages of the attached BLM docu-
ment. The last few pages refer to my "Hole-in-the-Rock 
Trail Logo and Marking Proposal''. . . . . Since I designed 
and proposed the current logo to the BLM and Park Ser-
vice, we saw no issue in adopting it for the Fort/
Foundation's logo.  
���ee�e�t ���� ��� �������� �� �����t ����t�ee� ������e� �� 
����� ���e����� �������te ��� ���e. 

Bluff Fort Covered Wagon Logo, 
designed �� Lamont Cra�tree in �����

HIRF promoted historical 
research on the pioneers of 

the San Juan Mission
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Mo�e�� H�sto�� of �l�� �o�t  T� � � � O � � � I N � T � � � R O � � � � O �N�AT I ON � � A � � � � � � � N ON � RO � I T �  OR G AN I Z A T I O N   
O B J E C T I V E / M I S S I O N  ( 2 0 0 9 ) :  To ��ese��e, �e��et�ate a�� ��o�ote the           
h�sto���al le�a�� of the Hole-��-the-�o��� Sa� ��a� M�ss�o� P�o�ee�s. 
     Sho�te�e� �e�s�o�: P�ese����� the H�sto�� a�� Sha���� the �e�a�� of the Hole-��-the-�o��� 
Sa� ��a� M�ss�o� P�o�ee�s 
MOTTO: 
The Sa� ��a� ��o�ee�s a��o��l�she� the see����l� ���oss��le th�o��h ���a�e����            
�o���t�e�t a�� �e�o�o�. 
     Sho�te�e� �e�s�o�: ���o��l�sh��� the see����l� ���oss��le. 
SCOPE: 
 
I. The Hole-��-the-�o�� T�a�l: 
�. Co����t�s���o�t Hole-��-the-�o�� T�a�l �esea��h a�� ��ese��a�o�. 
�. S���o�t t�a�l ��e����a�o� a�� �a����� ��o�e�ts. 
�. �e�elo����stall ��te���e��e s���s���os�s at s������a�t t�a�l lo�a�o�s. 
�. P�o���e ��fo��a�o� alo�� the t�a�l a�� ��a the ��te��et, ���l����� �a�s a�� ��te���e��e   
l�te�at��e. 
�. S���o�t t�a�l e����s�o�s �� ��o������ t��al ��fo��a�o���a�s, s���este� �o��ts of ��te�est, 
a�� as a��l��a�le ��o���e ha���a�t a�� �ate� ���alo �e�tals. 
 
II. The �l�� �o�t: 

’  
a. T��e Pe��o�: �l�� s ��st �� �ea�s, ����a��l� the �ea�s of ����-���� 
�. H��a� �o��s: I�te���e��e ��o�e�ts� I�fo��a�o� �s to fo��s o� the sto�� of the ��o�ee�s 
�athe� tha� a��fa�ts. 
�. The �a�to� Ca���: P�ese��e a�� ��ote�t the �a�to� �a��� �the ol�est ��o�ee� st���t��e �� 
Sa� ��a� Co��t� a�� the o�l� �e�a����� �a��� ���lt �� the Hole-��-the-�o�� ��o�ee�s. 
�. P�o���e�e�t of P�o�e�t�: P��s�e the a����s��o� of ��o�e��es that �o����se� the o�����al 
fo�t �o���a��es a�� a���o���ate��elate� ��o�e��es. 
�. Se��la��e of the O�����al �o�t: C�eate a se��la��e of the o�����al �l�� �o�t th�o��h the 
�o�st����o� of so�e of the fo�t s o�����al lo� st���t��es ���l����� the lo� �ee���ho�se, 
�la��s��th sho�, lo� �o-o� sto�e, a�� lo� �a���s. Ca���s a�e to �e �a�e��e� a�e� the �a�to� 
�a���. 
�. P�o�ee� ���fa�ts: Colle�t a�� ��s�la� ��o�ee� a��fa�ts ���l����� �a�o�s, fa����� ���le�
�e�ts, �la��s��th ���le�e�ts, a�� �a�����ee���ho�se f����sh���s that a�e f�o��o� a �e�l��a 
of the late s, ��o���e� that sa�� a��fa�ts a�e a��l��a�le to the tell��� of the sto�� of the 
�l�� �o�t o� �ts o�����al �es��e�ts. 
�. �a��s�a����: �e�elo� la��s�a���� that �s �e��o� a���o���ate, ���l����� the �la���� of t�ees 
a�� a s�all o��ha�� �e��ese�ta��e of �l�� s ��st o��ha��s. 
�. P��l�� Co��e��e��es: �e�elo� ���l�� �est�oo�s. ���l �est�oo�s a�e �� �la�e �o�ta�le       
fa��l��es ��ll �e �e�te� �he� �a�o� e�e�ts a�e hel� at the fo�t. 
�. ��s�to�s Ce�te�: �e�elo� a ��s�to�s �e�te� at the �l�� �o�t that �s �a�e��e� a�e� the �es��� 
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a�� lo�a�o� of the o�i�i�al sto�e �o-op. 
�. �he Bluff �it�h� �e�elop a �ate� featu�e to �o��e� the sto�� of Bluff s �it�h� Bluff s          
�esi�e�ts ��eatest �halle��e. 
�. �he �a��e ��e�i�a� �to��� �e�elop i�te�p�e��e �ispla�s that �o��e� the �a��e         
��e�i�a�s �ultu�e a�� histo�� as the� �elate to the �ole-i�- the-�o�� pio�ee�s. 
��. �ispla�s/�ios�s� �e�elop �ispla�s a�� i�te�p�e��e i�fo��a�o� th�ou�hout the site to  
�o��e� the �e�a��a�le �halle��es a�� a��o�plish�e�ts of the �o�t s/Bluff s ��st i�ha�ita�ts. 
��. �u�e� �o�es �ui�� �hase �� �e�u�e a�� p�ese��e the �ui� �alls to the e�te�t that is      
possi�le a�� safe. �hase ��� �f the �all �a� �e se�u�e�/sta�ili�e�� a s�all a�phitheate� �ill �e 
�e�elope�. �he �ui� �ith the �ui� �all se��i�� as a �a����op. �he s�all a�phitheate� is to �e 
use� fo� ��esi�e �hats� p�o��a�s� et�. �hase ���� �he� fu��s �e�o�e a�aila�le� �e�uil� the 
ho�e. 
��. �the� �o�ple�e�ta�� �t�u�tu�es� �t�u�tu�es that �e�e �ot pa�t of the o�i�i�al fo�t �ill �e 
�o�si�e�e� �he� it is �ete��i�e� that a pe���e�t pio�ee� sto�� o� sto�ies �a��ot �e tol� 
�ithi� the fo�ts lo� st�u�tu�es o� �isito�s �e�te�. 
 
���. �io�ee� �isto�ies/�to�ies� 
�olle�t a�� sha�e histo�ies a�� photo��aphs pe���e�t to the �ole-i�- the-�o�� /�a� �ua�  
�issio� a�� othe� �elate� sto�ies of the ����-���� pe�io�. 
 
��. ��u�a�o� a�� �o��u�i�a�o� 
�. �e�ula�l� pu�lish a�� �ist�i�ute a �e�sle�e� �p�i�t a�� ele�t�o�i� �e�ia� that hi�hli�hts 
the fou��a�o� s p�o�e�ts a�� �o��e�s the pio�ee� sto�ies. 
�. �e�elop a�� e�ha��e a �e�site that p�o�i�es t�ail i�fo��a�o� a�� pe�petuates the sto�ies 
of the �a� �ua� pio�ee�s. 
 
�. �u�� �aisi�� 
�. �ppl� fo� ��a�ts a�� see� �o�a�o�s f�o� i��i�i�uals a�� o��a�i�a�o�s to suppo�t the 
fou��a�o� s p�o�e�ts. 
�. �ell ite�s at the �el�o�e �e�te� that �ill help �isito�s ta�e �e�o�ies of the fo�t ho�e� as 
�ell as sustai� the fo�t s ope�a��� e�pe�ses. 
�. ��o�i�e se��i�es �hi�h �ill also �o�t�i�ute to the �isito�s total pio�ee� e�pe�ie��e a�� 
�hi�h �ill help �o�e� the a��ual ope�a��� �osts of the fa�ilit�. �hese se��i�es �a� i��lu�e 
su�h thi��s as ha���a�t �e�tals a�� �ef�esh�e�t sales. 
�he a�o�e �issio� a�� s�ope state�e�t �as last up�ate� a�� �a��e� �� the �oa�� of        
�i�e�to�s o� �o�. ��� ����. ���o� the ���� �e�site� 
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�e �ot� �e�e � ��t loo��� �ut t�e ��e ��s �u������ ��e lo� �ee��� �ouse of �ou�se� We do lots of 
tele��o�e �����sto������ 

��� ��� ������� ������� ���oss��le� �ould �e�e� �ut � t�ee o� t�e ���e� �s t�e ��o�ee�s d�d� ���� ���e 
u� ��t� � solu�o� t�e de�d �o�o��oods o� t�e old �������o� ����l �o�t� of Bl��d���� ����d ����e�l� �ust 
����e�ed to ���e lo����� e�u���e�t� ��d �less ���� �e �ut� lo�ded� s��ed ��d �o�ed t�e �e��� lo�s fou� 
��es� W�t� o�l� o�e ���tu�e of t�e �ee��� �ouse to �o�� f�o� �e �u�lt t��s ������ ����� �e t���� �s � 
�ood �o��� �et �e �e�d �o� �l�e�t ����� ��o �lso ��e� u� �� �luff� des����ed t�e �o�o��ood �ouses �� 
e��l� Bluff� 

�u� �ouses �e�e �u�lt of t�e ���s-�o�� ��eed of �o�o��ood t�ees� ��d ��lls �ot� �� ��d out ��t� 
�o�de�ful ���e�ul���t�� ��d �����s ����ed f�o� �ot���� to � foot ��de� �oofed ��t� t���� �o�ts of s��d� 
����� fe�t�e�ed out ��to � ��o� of �u�t� su��o�e�s ��d s����eeds� �f t�e �eed seed ��d ��e to s��out 
�efo�e t�e ���d �����ed t�e s��d ����� W�et�e� �t ���sed �eeds o� �le� ����� �t �e�e� tu��ed t�e ����� 
����� d�o��ed d�s��ll� lo�� ��e� t�e s�� �le��ed� ��ese �ouses ��d doo����s ��t�out �l�ss� ��d �oo�s 
����� �e�u��ed s�����l��� �t ��te���ls to l�� t�e ����e dust ��d te��ted t�e so�l to ���de�� �� ���� �ll of 
Bluff s ����o����tel� �� f���l�es l��ed �� lo� �ouses ��d �ll t�e �u�l�� �u�ld���s ���e�t�eses ����� ���luded 
t�e �ost o��e� �otel� ��u���� ��d s��ool�ouse �e�e �u�lt of lo�s� W�t� ou� �oof �e ��e�ted� ��d �t ��s � 
�e�����e o� t�e lo� �oof� t�e� sod t�e� d��t� ��e doo�s of t��s ��� ������� ����� ���e �e�e� �ee� 
lo��ed �� us� �t �s �e�e to �e of se����e to t��s �o��u��t�� We ����e���te �ou� ��te�est �� �los��� t�e doo�s 
��e� �t�s le� o�e� o� �lo�� o�e� �� t�e ���d� We ��d ou� ��st �������e �� t��s �u�ld��� �� ��to�e� ����� 

��e �e�t ��o�e�t ��s t�e ��������� t�e �e��t of t�e �o�t� to �ut �� �����te t�e ���es of ou� de�� 
��o�ee�s t��t ��de t�e ����ed��le t�e� to ��� �u�� �� ����-����� ��e���e ��ll f�o� t�e ��� ��u��� ��d t�e�� 
�ou��e� ��s ���oss��le� �ut t�e� ��de �t� �ust �s ���� of t�e� ��d ��de �t �ull��� ���d���ts to ��lt ���e 
�� �� e��l�e� t���l �e��od �f l�fe e��e��e��e �e��ed o�e� t�ese f��t�ful ���esto�s ���e t�ul� �ee� t��ou�� t�e 
�e��e� s ��e� ��e d���e to ���se t�e �o�e� fo� t��s �o�u�e�t ��s s�e���e�ded �� �u��s ��d ��ul� �o�es 
��d �o���� ��d �ut� ��else�� �es�e�d��ts ��d f��e�ds �o�t���uted ������� fo� t��s ��o�e�t� �o �e�d t�e 
��s�����o� o� �t �� ����d ��lle�� t�e� �o ��s�t �e�ete�� ��ll ��e�e ���� ��de t�e�� l�st �ou��e�� 
�e�e��e���� t�e�� s������e ��d ���ds���s� ��d �e ���e � ��e�e of ���e� 

��e lu��e� �o�e�ed �u�ld��� e�st of �e�e �s t�e old st�te �o�d s�ed� ��d �s ou� sto���e s�ed ��d t�e ���� 
�oo� fo� �o��e�s ��d �o��e�s to t�e �o�t� 

��e s��ll �e� �u�ld��� o� �o��� sout� of t�e s�ed� �e �ust ���u��ed �� ���u��� t��s �e�� ������� �t ��ll �e �� 
��d��� �useu� ��d ��fo����o� �e�te� fo� �o� u��l �e ��� �et fu�d��� to �e�u�ld t�e ��� �o-o� sto�e fo� 
�� ��fo����o� �e�te� ��d �useu�� We ��e s�ll t����� �ut �l���s �t �s ������ e�ou�� �o�e� t��t �olds ou� 
��o�e�ts ����� But �s t�e ��e�t ���e �e�s ��else� s��d� �ou ���e to ���e s��� � d� tud� �ou ����ot f��l� 
so �� t��t l���t �e ��ll do �ust t��t� 

�����s to �ll of �ou fo� �ou� �el� �� s������ �ou� t�le�ts �� so ���� ���s t��t �dds so �u�� to t��s ��o�e�t� 
���s ���� W��� B����� � ������������ l�st �e�� ���� ��s�to�s to t��s �o�t s���ed ou� �e��ste�� ��d 
��t����� �e feel ��out � ��� s���� ����� �ou fo� �o����� us �� �e�u�ful Bluff� �od�� �s �e �o�o� t�e ��st 
��o�ee�s to Bluff� � feel �e ��e �ll ��o�ee�s of ou� ��e �e�e� � ���e �e�uested us to s��� � s���le l��le so�� 
l�te�� �t�s ��lled � �� � ���ld of �od�  
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 The Historic Bluff Pioneer Cemetery was saved from development due to the efforts of Corinne Roring and others. Corinne led a fundraising campaign raising over ���.��� in a matter of months. The cemetery eventually was signed over to the Hole in the Rock Foundation. 
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� ���� Salt Lake Tribune article 
su��ari�ed the ����-�� pioneer 
trek through Hole-in-the-Rock to 

Bluff, the restoration of the Joseph 
Barton cabin, and the opening of 

the Bluff Fort visitor center in the 
Log Meetinghouse replica.

���� �e�spaper �hoto of the Joseph Barton 
�abin �an Juan Record, �ol �� �o ��, �ece��

ber ��, ����. 
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Undated aerial photograph showing Bluff Fort after the Barton Cabin restoration & 
the Log Meetinghouse build, but before cabins were in place. Erlene Taylor copied           

the photograph from the wall of Corinne Roring s home.
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Early Bluff Fort Brochure 

Old 
brochure 
inside 
page. 
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Old 
brochure 
front and 
back.
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Brochure 
used in 
�����
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Monument slab 
being inserted. 
Unfinished 
Relief Society 
building in left 
background. 
�o�������o�����
photo.
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The Times Independent  
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LDS Church News
On the Shoulders of those 

gone before. Tribute paid 
to those who settled Bluff, 
Utah. Week ending April 
��, ����

Bluff Fort Monument 
�edi�ation April �, ����.
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Advertisement for Bluff Fort in 
Ways to Experience San Juan County 

The page is repeated each year 
in the travel magazine printed by the 

The Hole-in-the-Rock Foundation. 
Preserving the history and sharing the 
legacy of the Four Corners region.
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�o�e�� ���to�� o� �l�� �o�t  

�����������s�������������  
����������������������������������������������������������s���s 
��o� a �e��o�al �ta�e �o��e�e��e ��oa��a�t a���e�� �el��e�e� o� �e�te��e� ��� ���� at 
����ha� �o��� ����e���t�.  ��l� ���� 

 I� ����� ���t t�o �ea�� a�e� the �a��t� ha� e�te�e� the �alt �a�e �alle�� �l�e� �a�le� �. 
��a� o� the ��o��� o� the �� a�o�tle� le� a� e��e���o� to the �o�th. �he �a�the� �o�th the 
e��e���o� �e�t� the �o�e �����lt the te��a�� �e�a�e. ��e� the �e� ha� ��o��e� ����� �eet 
���� �ete��� ��o� the ��� o� the ��eat �a��� to the �o��e��e��e o� the ������ a�� the �a�ta 
�la�a ���e�� �o�th o� �o�e��-�a� �t. �eo��e� �tah� the te��a�� �e�a�e ��� a�� �a���� 
�ol�a��� a�� ����e�. �he ��o�t� �e�e �ot ����e��e�. � �o���al �a��� �a��e� . . . o�e� a 
����e�� �to��� �a���� al�o�t ���e�����a�le �o��t��� th�o�� to�ethe� �� ��ea���l �o�����o�. . .  
� ���e e��a��e o� �hao�� �a�e� ��e�e�te� �t�el�� �o������� o� h��e h�ll�� ��e�� �e�e�t�� 

�hee�le��� ��a��le�� �la���� �e��e�����la� �o���� loo�e �a��e� �la�� . . .�a���to�e . . .� l���� �� 
���o��e��a�le �o�����o� - �� �ho�t� a �o��t�� �� ������ . . . t���e� �����e o�t� �����e �o��� �� 
te����le �o���l��o�� �� �o�e �o��e� a�e.  
 ��t ho�e�e�� the la�� loo�e� �o��� �o�th� the ����-�h���e�� e�o��o�-���e� �l��� a�� 
�a��o� ��l�e��e�� o� �a� ��a� �o��t� to the ea�t loo�e� a lot to��he�. �h���h lea�e�� ��e� 
that ta���� that �o��h� ���ha�te�e� �o��e� o� the te���to�� �o�l� �e �����lt� ��t the� 
�e�e�thele�� �a�te� to e�ta�l��h �o������e� �o� the �h���h the�e. �t the ��a�te�l� 
�o��e�e��e o� the �a�o�a� �ta�e �� ����� ��� �eo�le a��e�te� the �all �� ��e���e�t �oh� 
�a�lo� to e�ta�l��h the �a� ��a� �����o�. ��th �� �a�o�� a�� �ea�l� ����� hea� o� �a�le a�� 
ho��e�� the� �e�a� to ��t the�� �a� to�a�� a�� th�o��h ���o����� ��e��lo�e� te���to�� o� 
��o�-�a��e� �o��ta��� a�� to�e���� �to�e ����a�le�. 
�ee���� the �ho�te�t �o�te to �a� ��a�� tho�e ���t e��lo�e�� o�e��a�e o�e o��ta�le a�e� 
a�othe�� ��t �oo� �a�e� the la��e�t a�� �o�t ������a��� �a���e� o� all� the ���a��a�le ��l� o� 
the �olo�a�o ���e� �o��e. ���a��lo��l� the�� �ea�� ��o�t� �o��� a �a��o� �l�t �� the �a��o� - 
a ��e���e ������� ����� �eet ���� �ete��� �o�� the �e� �l��� to the �olo�a�o ���e� �elo�. 
�h�� lo�e� �ea�-lethal hole �� the �o�� �ee�e� to o�e� the o�l� �o����le �a��a�e to the 
ea�te�� ���e. 
 �o� the �o�t �a�t� the �l��e �� the �a���to�e �a� too �a��o� �o� ho��e� a�� �� �o�e 
�la�e� too �a��o� e�e� �o� a �a� o� �o�a� to �a�� th�o��h. �hee� ��o�� o� a� ���h a� �� 
�eet ��� �ete��� �o�l� �ee� to ha�e �a�e �t ���o����le �o� a �o��ta�� �hee�� let alo�e 
loa�e� �a�o��. ��t the ha��� �a��t� �e�e �ot �o��� to t��� �a��� �o ��th �la���� �o��e� 
a�� tool�� �o����� �o�t o� �e�e��e� ���� a�� �a��a�� ����� the� ��t a ��e�a��o��� �������e 
�oa� ��to the �a�e o� the �a��o� ��e�����e. 
��th th�� �oa��e� ����he�� ���h a� �t �a�� the ta�� �a� �o� to �et the ���t �� �a�o�� �o�� 
the hole. �he othe� �a�o��� �a���� ��e ��le� �� ��lo�ete��� �a�� at ����-��le ������� 
�o�l� �ollo� late�.  
 �he� o��a���e� the��el�e� �� ���h a �a� that a �o�e� o� �o�e �e� �o�l� ha�� o� 
�eh��� the �a�o� ��th lo�� �o�e� to �lo� �t� �e��e�t. �he� the �heel� �e�e ��a�e-lo��e� 
��th �ha���� allo���� the� to �l��e ��t a�o����� the �ata�t�o�he o� the �heel� a�t�all� �oll���. 
I� o�e o� the ��eat �o�e�t� o� ��o�ee� h��to��� o�e �� o�e the �o��a�� too� the �a�o�� 
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do�� the t�ea�he�o�s p�e�ipi�e. �he� the� �ea�hed the �a��o� �oo�, the� ea�e�l� 
sta�ted to �e��� a��oss the �i�e� �ith a �at�ed �oat the� had �ashio�ed �o� that p��pose. 
As it t���ed o�t, the �oseph �ta��o�d ��ith �a�il� �as i� the last �a�o� to des�e�d that 
da�.

�ta��o�d ��ith had s�ste�a��all� helped the p�e�edi�� �a�o�s do��, ��t so�eho� 
the �o�pa�� appa�e�tl� �o��ot that ��othe� ��ith�s �a�il� �o�ld s�ll �eed help as the 
taile�de�s. �eepl� dist���ed that he a�d his �a�il� see�ed a�a�do�ed, �ta��o�d �o�ed 
his tea�, �a�o�, a�d �a�il� to the ed�e o� the p�e�ipi�e. �he tea� �as pla�ed i� ��o�t 
a�d a thi�d ho�se �as hit�hed ������ the �a�o� to the �ea� a�le. �he ��iths stood �o� a 
�o�e�t a�d loo�ed do�� the t�ea�he�o�s hole. �ta��o�d t���ed to his �i�e, A�a�ella a�d 
said, ��� a��aid �e �a��t �a�e it.
�he �eplied, ��t �e��e �ot to �a�e it.
He said, �� �e o�l� had a �e� �e� to hold the �a�o� �a�� �e������ �a�e it.
�eplied his �i�e, I'll do the holdi�� �a��.

�he laid ��ilt o� the ��o��d a�d the�e she pla�ed he� i��a�t so� i� the �a�e o� he� 
th�ee-�ea� old �o�, a�d ��e-�ea�-old Ada. Hold li�le ��othe� �ll �apa �o�es �o� �o�,
she said. �he� posi�o�i�� he�sel� �ehi�d the �a�o�, �elle ��ith ��asped the �ei�s o� the 
ho�se hit�hed to the �a�� o� the �i�. �ta��o�d sta�ted the tea� do�� the hole. �he �a�o� 
l���hed do���a�d. �ith the ��st �olt, the �ea� ho�se �ell. �iste� ��ith �a�ed a�e� hi� a�d 
the �a�o�, p�lli�� o� the li�es �ith all he� st�e��th a�d �o��a�e. �he soo� �ell too, a�d 
as she �as d�a��ed alo�� �ith the ho�se, a �a��ed �o�� ��t a ���el �ash i� he� le� ��o� 
heel to hip. �hat �alla�t �o�a�, �ith �lothes to�� a�d a ��ie�o�s �o��d, h��� o� to 
those li�es �ith all he� �i�ht a�d �aith the ��ll le��th o� the i��li�e all the �a� to the 
�i�e��s ed�e.

�� �ea�hi�� the �o�o� a�d al�ost i� dis�elie� at thei� a��o�plish�e�t, �ta��o�d 
i��ediatel� �a�ed the ���� �eet ���� �ete�s� �a�� to the top o� the �li�, �ea���l �o� the 
�el�a�e o� the �hild�e�. �he� he �li��ed o�e� the �i�, the�e he sa� the� lite�all� 
���o�ed ��o� thei� posi�o�. �a���i�� the �a��, �ith the othe� �hild�e� �li��i�� to hi� 
a�d to ea�h othe�, he led the� do�� the �o��� ��a�� to thei� a��io�s �othe� �elo�. �� 
the dista��e the� sa� ��e �e� �o�i�� to�a�d the� �a���i�� �hai�s a�d �opes. �eali�i�� 
the pli�ht the ��iths �e�e i�, these �e� �e�e �o�i�� to help. �ta��o�d �alled o�t 
�o��et it �ello�s. �e �a�a�ed ��e. �ell he�e is all the help a �ello� �eeds �to �a�e this 

�o���e�.� �aith to A�s�e� the �all, �� �lde� �e��e� � Holla�d, ���� ��l� ��������pp. ��-��

The last wagon down.  
Undaunted painting by 

Lynn Griffin.
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Above
 new 
co-op
built 
�����

About 
�����

Kay Shumway photos.
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See the LDS Church News article on the 
following page.
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Sacrifice revered.
By Shaun D. Stahle, 
Church News 
�ovember �, ����.

If we only had a few 
men to hold the 
wagon back. Elder 
Jeffrey R. Holland of 
the Quorum of the 
Twelve. Church News 
�ovember �, ����.

This discarded display board 
was used in the old visitors' 

center. 
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������ ������� �� ���� ����  

 

SONS OF UTAH PIONEERS ANNUAL TRIP LED TO SEVERAL MISSIONARY RECRUITS TO BLUFF FORT 

���� �-�� ���� 

 ����� ��� ����� ������ ���� ������ �� ��� ��� ������ ����.  ���� ������� �� ���� ����� 
���� ������� ���� ������� �������� ����� ��� ��������� ������ ���. ��� �������� ���� ��� 
������ �� ��� ������� ����� ���������. �������� ���� ���� �� ��� ���� ������� ������ ��� 
���� ���� ������� ������� ��������.  ����� ��� �� ����� ���� ���� ���� �� �� ��������   
������� ��� ���� ������ �� ����� ��.  ��������� ������� �� ��� ����� ��� ���� ���� ������ 
�� ������� ������� ��� ��� ���� �� ��� ���� ��� ������� �� ��� �����. �� ��� �������� ���� 
������ ���� ��� �������� ���� ���� ������ ��� �� ��� � �����. �������� �������� ����  
�������� �� �������� ������ ��� ���� ������ �� ��� ������� �������� ������ ����� �� ����� 
������� ���� ����� ������.  ����� �������� ������ ������ ��� ���� �� �� �������� ����� ��� � 
����� ���� ������� ������ �� ��� ����� ��� �������. 

 ������� ��� ����� ����� ���� ���� ��� ��� ����� ���� �� ���� �� ��� ���� ���� ��� ����� 
����� ����� ��� ����� ����� ������ ���� ���� ��� ��� ���� �� ����.  ���� ������� ���� ���� 
������ �������� ���� ���� ����� ����� ���� ������� �����. ���� ���� ����������� �� ����� 
�������� ������� ��� ����� ������� � ���. ����� ���� ��������� �� ���� ����� ��� �����. 
���� ���� ��� �������� ����� ����� ���� ����� ��� ���� ������ �������� ��� ��� ��� ����. 

 ���� ���� ��� �������� �����. ������ ��� ����� �������� ���� �� ��� �� ��� ������ ��� 
����� ���� ���� ������ �� ����� �� ���� ���� �� ����� ������ �. ����. ��� ��� ������� ������� 
���� ���� �� ��� �� ��� ����� ��� ���� �� ����� �� ���� ���� ���� ����� ��� ������ ������. 

 ����� ��� ���� ������� ���� �� ��� �� ��� ������ ��� ���� ������� ����� �� ���� �� ����� 
������������ ��� ����� ���� ��� ������ � ������� ��� ��� ����� �� ������. ����� ��� ����   
������ ����� ���������� ����� ������� ����������� ��� ���� ������ �� ��� ������� � ��� ��� 
����������� ���������� �����. ���� ��� ����� ������ ���� ����� ����� ���� ���� ����� ���� ��� 
���� ���� ��� ��� ���� �� ��� ������� �� ��� ������� �� ���� ����.    

 �� ��� ��� ������ ���� ����� ��� ���� ����� ��� ����� ������� ����� ��� ����� ������� �� 
��� ����. ���� ������ � ����� ��� ��� ������ �� ����� � ������� �.�.� ������ ���� ��� ����� ��� 
�������� ����� ���� ������� ����.   
 

 
 

����� ������������ ��� ��������� ����� �� �������� ����.  
��������� ����� �. ������ 
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This map showing the explorers and subsequent Hole in the Rock routes hangs in 
the �ort recei�ing �ront o��ice ��ormerl� the �owbo� �abin��

264



 

265



266



Information about President John Taylor, engraved on plaques at the base of the John Taylor �onument at �luff �ort installed in �����

267



268



 

 ARCHIVES  CHURCH NEWS 

Faith conquers impossible trek  
Monument unveiled to honor foresight of President Taylor 
By Shaun D. Stahle �� �ct ����, ����� AM MDT 
BLUFF, UTAH 
 
It was this month ��� years ago, in �ctober ����, when early Mormon settlers in southern 
Utah left their base camp in Dance Hall Rock to embark on one of the most arduous treks in 
Church history. They had been called by President John Taylor to leave their comfortable 
settings in the Parowan, Utah, area to colonize the opposite corner of the state in southeast-
ern Utah. 
 
Armed with little more than faith, their journey of about six months included carving a    
narrow wagon path through sheer rock down a steep cliff, now known as Hole-in-the-Rock. 
They crossed the Colorado River, only to begin traversing an area that advance scouts 
deemed impassable. That's when the journey became really difficult. 
A call from a prophet of God to make peace with the Utes and Navajos of the area was all 
the motivation these settlers needed to conquer this imposing terrain. 
 
They arrived at their destination in Bluff in April ����. They soon erected �� log homes and 
encircled their beautiful setting between the San Juan River and picturesque rock cliffs with 
a fort. 
 
Descendants of President Taylor and those original settlers have not forgotten the bold-
ness, or the foresight, of such a call to leave established homes for the unknown perils of 
hostile terrain. Some ��� descendants and San Juan County residents gathered Saturday, 
�ct. ��, under deep blue skies to join with Elder L. Tom Perry of the �uorum of the Twelve 
in dedicating a bronze statue of the third president of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints erected on the original site of the fort. Accompanying Elder Perry was Utah Gov. 
Gary R. Herbert, who paid homage to the political accomplishments of President Taylor. 
 
The original Bluff Fort was protected by a wall and had a forge for metal works, as well as 
wagons, as displayed in this re-creation of the pioneer fort. 
  

"We are here to place a stone to remember 
how the Lord helped a small company of saints 
survive a most difficult assignment from a 
prophet to settle in a very remote place as a 
part of a plan to expand new communities in 
the western part of North America," said Elder 
Perry during his comments prior to dedicating 
the monument. 
 
Elder Perry told how after the death of Brigham 
Young, John Taylor as the senior apostle took 
his position as the head of the Church and con-
tinued to expand the perimeters of the Church 
with more than ��� new settlements. 
 
In his comments, Elder Perry stressed three  

Graig Taylor gives Elder L. Tom Perry a 
guided tour through Bluff Fort.  
 Photo by Shaun D. Stahle 
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characteristics that served John Taylor as president 
of the Church then and have application today. 
In the past two years, descendants of the original 
settlers of Bluff �ort have built �� cabins to re-create 
the setting of the original fort in southeastern Utah. 
Early pioneers built �� log homes. �hen completed, 
this replica fort will house about �� homes. 
 
The Mormon apostle spoke of President Taylor's 
courage, his ability to communicate, and his faith. 
Describing his courage, Elder Perry told of an inci-
dent when President Taylor addressed a group that 
included men who sought to tar and feather him near 
Columbus, Ohio. Disarming them with an eloquent 
delivery on Constitutional rights, he softened their hostility and set the stage to teach them 
the gospel. 
"The would-be tormentors made no move," said Elder Perry. "Instead, they remained quiet 
and attentive while the speaker expounded on the doctrines of Mormonism for three hours. 
The qualities [he] exhibited would earn him the title of 'Champion of Right' by which he was 
often referred to by the Latter-day Saints." 
 
Concerning President Taylor's communication skills, Elder Perry told of the time John Taylor 
was given a special call to go to New York City by Brigham Young to organize and publish a 
newspaper, whose purpose would be to present the doctrines and practices of the Church in 
a manner to neutralize the groundswell of anti-Mormon feeling that had been mounting all 
over the East Coast for over a year. 
 
"His [confidence] in the beliefs of the Church that he had embraced caused him to establish 
his headquarters at the corner of Nashua and Ann Streets, between the offices of the city's 
media Goliath — the Herald and the Tribune. Brother Taylor was in the very heart of Gotham's 
newspaper world," he said. 
 
"Selecting such a stand is evidence again that he did not intend to hide his light under a 
bushel. On the contrary, he had taken a prominent position with a determination to keep it. 
He stationed himself in the front ranks and unfurled his colors and with great courage. …" 
Concerning President Taylor's faith, Elder Perry told how John Taylor arrived in Kirtland, 
Ohio, in ���� as a new convert. There he found bitter spirits of apostasy among some of the 
Church leaders, including Parley P. Pratt who was an instrument of his conversion while on a 
mission in Canada. 

 
" 'I'm surprised to hear you speak so,      
Brother Parley,' " Elder Perry said, quoting 
John Taylor. " 'Before you left Canada you 
bore a strong testimony to Joseph Smith be-
ing a prophet of God and to the truth of the 
work he has inaugurated and, you said you 
knew these things by revelation and the gift 
of the Holy Ghost. You gave me a strict 
charge to the effect that though you or an 
angel from heaven was to declare anything 
else, I was not to believe it. Now, Brother 
Parley, it is not man that I am following, but 

Photos by Shaun D. Stahle 
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the Lord. The principles you taught me led me 
to him and I now have the same testimony 
that you rejoiced in. If the work was true six 
months ago, it is true today.' " 
 
Elder Perry urged those assembled at the site 
of Bluff Fort to learn more of the life and work 
President Taylor, and then said, "It is fitting 
today we place this statue of John Taylor here 
in this historic community. It will stand as a 
reminder to all who visit of the faith of those 
who sacrificed so much to bless us with a her-
itage to turn our thoughts to the past to give 
us the firm resolve to have the faith to face 
the future with a bright determination of 
hope and courage." 
 
Following Elder Perry's comments, the    
monument was unveiled by Beverley 
Sorenson and her son, Joseph — descend-

ants of President John Taylor — who funded the statue. 
 
Visitors to Bluff Fort will find a lively setting with well-crafted recreations of the fort. In the 
past two years, descendants have erected �� cabins in honor of their ancestors. 
 

 
 

 
"As Thou knowest, we have gathered today 
in historic Bluff, Utah, the end of the trail for 
one of the most difficult travels of pioneers in 
the settlement of the western United States. 
We are here to dedicate a statue honoring 
John Taylor, a prophet of the Lord, who un-
der his leadership called at least ��� compa-
nies of pioneers to settle and build communi-
ties in southern Utah, Nevada, and Arizona, one of which was the Hole-in-the-Rock             
settlement. 
 
"President Taylor demonstrated great leadership in the establishing of new communities in 
western United States, his leadership brought a new vision of the potential for the Lord's 
restored Church here on earth. His beginnings were in a land of libraries, museums, theaters 
and universities. This culture trained him to be articulate, dignified and with polished re-
finement. He brought to Church leadership these qualities from his early life. His defense of 
the doctrines of the Church brought him the title of 'Champion of Right.' 
 
"He led the Church through one of its most challenging times. Through all of the times of 
leadership challenges, he made time to be a devoted father to his family. He presided over 
his family with great compassion and love. 
 

Elder L. Tom Perry, right, and Grant Taylor 
watch as Beverley Sorenson and her son, 
Joseph, unveil a statue of John Taylor do-
nated by the Sorenson family. President 
Taylor called settlers to colonize Bluff. 
Photos by Shaun D. Stahle 

271



"We have been blessed to have our roots firmly grounded by 
the sacrifice of noble pioneer heritage. Through their extraor-
dinary efforts and inspired leadership, an empire has 
emerged out of a desert. Their strong traits of courage, indus-
try, faith and determination have given us a legacy which we 
can look upon with great pride. It is proper we build monu-
ments to remind our and future generations of our special 
pioneer heritage. It is a heritage of inspired leadership that is 
directed by the hand of God through his holy prophets." 
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 All Photos by Shaun D. Stahle. 
Originally in color format. 
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All Photos by Shaun D. Stahle,  
originally in color. 

The original Bluff Fort was pro-
tected by a wall [of cabins] and 
had a forge for metal works, as 
well as wagons, as displayed in 
this re-creation of the pioneer 
fort. 
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������ ������� �� ���ff ����  

. 

I� ������� � ��� ���� ������� ���� �� ��� ����������� ����� ����� ���� ����� ����� ��� ������� �� ��� ���� 
���� ����� ��� ����� ��� ���� ����� �� ����� ���� ��� ������. ��� ���� ���� ����� ����� ��� ����� ���� ����� 
����� �������. ���� ����� �� �� ���� �� ��� ������� ������� ������ ��� ���. ���� � ��� ��� ���� ������.  

���� ��� ��� �� ��� ������ ���� ������ ���� �� ����� ������� ���� ���� ������ ��� ��������� �� ���������. 
������ �� ����� �������� �� ���� �� ���� �� �� �������� �� ���������� �� ����� ��� �� ����. �� ���� I   
�������� ���� ���� I ���� ���� ���� ������ ���� I ������ �� ���������� ��� ���������� ��� I �������� ���� ��� 
��� ������� ���� ��� ������� ������ ��� ���� ��������� ��� ���� ��� ��� � ���� �� ���������� ����� ��� �� 
��������� �� ��� ������ ������� ��� ������ �� ���� ��� I ��� ��� ���� ��� �� ����� ���� �� �� ���� ������ I ��� 
�������. ��� ����� �������� ���������� �� ��� ����� ��� I ��� ������� ��� ���� ���� I ���� ������� ��� ��� ����� 
�������� �� ���� �� . . .  I �� ��� ������� �� � �������� ���� ������ ���� ��� �� �ff����� ��� �� � �������� ��� ����� 
I ��� ���� ���� ��� ���. I ����� ������ ���� ��� ��� �� ������ ���� ��� ����� ��������� ��� ������.  

���� ������ ��� ���� ��� �� ��� ������. �� ��� ���� � ���� ������ �� ��� ������� ������ �����. I� ��� ���� ������ 
��� ������ �� ��� ������� ������ ���� ������ ����� ��� ���� ���� ���� ����� ���� ��� ��� �������� �� ���. 

������ ����� ���� ���� ���� ������ ��� ���� �������� ��� ���� ������ ��� �� ��� ���� ��������� �� ��� ����� 
�� ���� ������ � ��������� �������� �� ��������� ���� ���. ��� �� �� ��� ���� ���� ������ �� � ��������� ������ 
������ � �������� �� ��������� ��� ����� ��� ������. ���� �� ��� ������ �� �� �������� �� ��� ���� ������ �� 
��� ������� �� �������� ��� ���� �� � ���� ���������� ��� ��������. ������� ����� ��� ���� ���� �� ���� ������ ���� 
�� ��� ��� �������� ��������� ��� ������ ����� ���� ������� ��� ��� ���� ������ ����� ��� ���� ������������ �� �� 
��� ����. �� ���� ���� ������ ���� �������� ����. 

��� ����� ��� ���� ���� ���� �� ��� �� ������� �� ��� ����� � ���� ����� ���� ���� ����� ������ ���� ����. I� 
��� �� ��������� ��� ����� ����� ������ ��� �������. ��� ������� ��� ���� �� ��� ���� ������ ������� �� ���� 
��� ���� ����� ����� �� ����������. �� ���� �� �������� ��� �� ����� ��� ��� ������� �� ���� ������������ ���� 
���� ������ ������ �� ��� ���� �� ���. ���� ��� ��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ������. �� � ������� �� ��� ����� ��� �� 
�������� ����� ��� ������ �� ����� ��� �����. 

������ ��� ���������� �� ����������� ��� �������. ������ ��� ���� ����������� �� ��� ������� �� ���������� ��� 
������� ���� ��������� ��� �� ��� ��������� ���������� ���� ��� ���������� ������. �� �������� � ��������� 
��������� ��� ����� ������� ��� ��������� ��� ���� ������ ���� ������ ��� ������ ��� ���� ���� �������� ���� 
�� �������� ��� ������ �� ��� ����� ��� �������� �� ��� ��������� �� ����� ������.  

������ �� ��� ������� ����� ���� ���� ������ ������ ���� ��� ����� ���� ��� ���������� ���� �� ����� ���    
�������� ��� ��� ���������. ��� ��ff����� �ff����� ��������� ������. ����� ���� ������ ������� ������ 

���� �� ��� ������� ���� �� �����. ���� �� ���� �� ��� ������ ��� ����� ����� ���� ������ ��� ���������� �� 
��� ����� ��������� ��� ��� �������� ������ ���� ��������� ���� ��� ������ �� ������� ����������. ����� ��� ��� 
��������� �������� �� ��� �������� ���� ������������� ����� ���� �� ����� ����� ������ ������ ��� ������� �� ��� 
���� ��� ��������� ��� ������ ��� ������ ������� ��� �����.  

������� �� ���� �������� ������ ���� �������� ������������� �� ����� �� �������� �� ������ ���� ����� ��� ���� �� ��� �� 
������� ������� �� ��� ���������. �� ��������� ������� ���� ���� �� ��� ������� ��������� ������ �� ��� ��� ������ ����� 
���������� ����� ������� �� ��� ��������� ��� �������� �� ��� ����� ������� ��� �� ��� ������� �� ���� ��� �������� ��  
���������� ���� ������. ���� ��� �������� �� ������ �� ��� ��� �� ��� ��� ����� ���������� ���� �� ��� �������� �� ����� �� 
������� ��� �� ��� ������ ��� ����� �� ��� ����� ������. ���� ��� � ������� �� ���� � ����� ��� ����� ��� ��� ��� � 
������� �� ��� ����� ����� ������� ���� �� ����� ���� �� ���� �� � ����� ������ ���ff. 

275



FIVE PAGES OF  DESCRIPTIONS OF THE ORIGINAL BLUFF FORT. 
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These descriptions may have 
assisted as guides when building 
the replica cabins.

Impressive modern signs 
are installed identifying 

missionaries
accommodations at Bluff 

Fort.
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Groundbreaking for 
Bluff  Fort Co-op 

�tore ��tober ��� 
����� 

Blue Mountain Panorama            
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�ode�� ��s�o�� o� ���� �o��  

 ��a�������a�������������� da �a����� ���e� ����o�� ���� 

���o�e ��o� ���� � do�e�� �s� ���� � �e��� ��o �e��s� ��ose ��o do  

����� ��e ���� �o�� ��s �e���� ��o do�e� o� ��e�. �o�e o� ��e� �����de �o��� �es�de��s �e�do� ��d �o��� �o��� 
���� ��d ����e ����o�� �e�e��� �o�e��� ���e� ���e�� �o��e ������ �o��� ��s������ �e����e ���s�� ��� ��d 
���d� ������ ��� ��o�so�� ��d ��d� �����. 

���e ��� � do�e�� �s o�e ��o �e���es o� �e����es� o�e� se����� �s � �o����ee� �� ��se��s� ��s�o��� s��es� ��d  
����e��es. ��e �o�� s��e ��s �o� e����ded ��d ��s��o�s ���e ����e�sed �o ��e �o��� ���� � �e�� ��s� �s o� �o �e����� 
do�e��s �o �e�� �ee� ��e �eeds o� ��e ���� ��s��o�s ��o ��e �o���� e��� d��. �� ���� ��e�e �e�e ��o�� ���� 
��s��o�s. ��o� ����� ��d o� ���s �e�� �o ���e ���� ��e�e ���e �ee� ����� ��s��o�s �o ���s ��s�o��� s��e. 

�o��� �o�� e������ed �o� ��e� �e���e do�e��s. ��s� �e�� ��s� ���� �e �e�e �e�e ��s���� ��e �o�� ���� o��  
d�����e� ��d ����d��ds ��d ��e�e ��o�so�� d��e��o� o� ��e �o��� �s�ed �s �� �e�d ���e �o �e �o�� ���des �� ��e �o��� 
��d �e ��o���� �� �o��d �e � �ood ����� �o do� �o �e�e �e ��e.  

�o��� �o�d o� � �e�e�� e��e��e��e s�e ��d �� ��e �o��� ��s� �����d�� ����e �e �e�e �e�e s��s������ �� ��e �o��� 
�e ��d �� ������� ����� ����e�. � �e���� �o���e ���e ��� ��d �s �e �e�e ��s����� � �o�d ��e� � ��s �o��� �o 
�e����� ���s ����. ��e e������ed ���� s�e ��s �o��� �o ����� ����e�� ��o�� �� ���es so��� o� ���������� ��d ��e 
�o���e s��d ��e� ���ed �e�� ��ose �o ���� ��e�. ��e� ��e� �s�ed �e� ��o s�e ��s �o��� �o see.  � �o�d ��e� �� ��s 
�� s�s�e� �����e� ��d �e� ��s���d ��eo �e��e� ��d � ��s d����o��ded� ��e� ��e� s��d� ��e� ��e� ��e��
��o������� ��e ��s��o� ��d ��eo ��e �o�� ����s�e�s �� ��o�es���� ������es �� ���� ��e�. 

���� s��e �����d��� �o��� e������ed ���� �� o�e ��e ��e�e �e�e ��e �������es �e��� s�o�e�� ��ss���� �e����� 
�����s�� ������� ��d �����s�. ��e �o�� �s ��s� �e�o���� ��e ����������� ����e���� �o��� o� ��� ����. 

��o��e� �o��� �o����ee� do�e�� �s ���e��� ��o��s ��o �o�ed �o �o��e���� ��ee� s�� �o���s ��o �o �e���      
���de�����e�. � �eeded so�e����� �o do ���s s���e� ��d ���e �oo���� �o� � �o�. ��e�e �e�e �o ���d �o�s ��� 
�o�s o� �o����ee� �eeds� so s�e de��ded �o �e��. ���s e��e��e��e ��s �e��ed �e �e��� �o �o�e ��e ��e�. ��e� � 
�o�ed �e�e� � ��o���� �� ��s ��e ����es� ����e �� ��e �o��d� ��d �o� �e���se ���e �e���ed so ����� � �e���� e��o� 
�e��� �e�e.  

���e� do�e��s �� ��e �o�� �o�e ��o� o�� o� �o�� ��d �����de �o�����e ��d �e���s ����e� ��o� ��s� ����de�   
����o��� �����e ��d ����� �o��e� ��o� �oo��d�e� �o�o��do� ��� ��d ����� �e����s ��o� �o�se� ��d �o� ��d �o�����e 
����o� ��o� ����� �eo��e. ��e� ���� �e �� ��� ���� ���o��� ��e s���e� ��d ���e �� ���� �����e�s ����e               
�o����ee���� �� ��e �o��. �����e� do�e��s ��o se��ed �� ��e �o�� �e�e �eo��e ��d ���� ��������� ��o� �ed�� ���� 
��e�� ���� ��d ����� �ee ���� ��o� ����� �eo��e� �o����e ��d �o���d ���s� ��o� �����o����� ����� ��d ���e�e ����o� 
��o� �������d� �e��� ��d �e��� ��e�se� ��o� ���� �o����� ��d �e��o�� ����so� ��so ��o� ���� �o����. 

�����e do�e��s �o���� �� ��e �e�� �e� �ee�s �����de ��sse�� ��d �e��� ���so� ��o� �o��� �o�d��� ��d ����� ��d 
�o��ee� �e����s�. �� �e��e��e� ����e ��d ����� ����o�� ��o� ����������e ��d ���� �edd ���� �e �o���� �o �e��. 
�o�� d��e��o�� ��e�e ��o�so�� �dded �e �eed ��o�� �o�� �o�e �o��� do�e��s �o �e�� �s ���s� �� ���s se�so� ��d 
�e �o��d �e���� �se so�e �o��� �o����ee�s �o �e�� �s �o� � �e� �o��s o� ���d��s.  

�o�e��s �� ���� �o�� ��e ����-���e��ed �o����ee�s ��d do ���� �o�e ���� e������ ��d �e����e. ��e� ��so ���de�� 
���e�� o������e� ��� ��e ��� s�o�� ��e�� �����s� ���e �������� ��e�d� ��d ��ee� ��e ������. ���e��o� ��o�so� �����s 
��e� ��e ��e �es�. ��o�e �o� �o�de���� ��d ��e�� ��e� ��e �e ���e so�e �o�de���� �eo��e �o����� �e�e� ��o 
���e � ��e�� ��������ess �o se��e. � ����� s�� e�o��� �ood �����s ��o�� ��e�. ��e� ���e �e���� s����ed �����s ���  
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Steve Keele and George Jones, Bluff Fort    
docents in �pril of ����� Steve passed a�ay 
in January ����� Ron Bateman photo.

Docents Terri 
and Mike 
Liechty 
making a 
presentation 
in �����  Alan Peterson photo from Bluff Fort video.
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�od��� ��s�o�� of ���� �o��  

THE JODY WOOD BOOK PROJECT  

 �� ��s���d ��d � ��d ��� ��������� �� ���� of s������ � �o�� ��ss�o� �� ��� ���� �o�� �� ����, ����. ��� �o�� �s 
�� ������� ��s�o����� ������, �o������ ��s�o��d �� f����f�� d�s���d���s of ��� ����� ���� s�����s. �os� of ��os� 
s�����s ���� ������s of ��� ������ of ��s�s ����s� of �����-d�� �����s. ���� �s��d �� ����� ��o���� �o�� 
����o� �o ����d � s�������� �� ��� so�����s���� �o���� of ��� s���� of ����, ���� ��������� ����� ��������o�s �o 
��s��� ���� ����.   

 ��� ������ ��d �os������ �ood f����� ���� o�� of ��� ���� s������� f������s ��o ��� ����-�s�����s��d ��d 
�o�fo������ ����� �o��s �� ��d�� ����, ���� �o ���� ��� ��������o�s �o����� �� ���o� ��d s���� �� ����. � ��d 
��� o��o������� �o s��d� ����� ����s �� d���� d����� �� ��� of s������ �� ��� ���� �o��, �s � ��s ��s��d �� ��� �o�� 
������o�s �o ������� ��d �����s� � �oo� ���� �o��d �� so�d �� ��� ���� �o�� �o-o� ���� �o�d �od� s s�o��.  

� ����� ����d������ �� ��s�������� �����s���� o��o�s, ��������� � ��o���� �������, o�������� ��� �������d 
�����ss�o� fo� ��������o� �����s, ��d ��s�������� so���� �������� fo� ��� ����s�����.    

�os������ �ood, fo�d�� �����d ���� �od� �� ��� ��o ���� ���, ��s o�� of f�� ��o���� �o��� ��o ��o�� ��d 
���s����d � �o�����. ��� ��s �����d �� ��s�o� ���s ����so� �o s���� �s ��� �o�� ���s� ��d ��d��f�, � ������� s�� 
���d ���o���o�� ��� ��f� �� ����. ��� �o�o�f�� �o����� o������d ��� d���� ���������s of ������ �� s���� ���o� ����� �� 
��f������� ��d o��� �os��� ������o��, ��� �����s of ������ ��f� s ����ss���s ����� �o�������� ���� s������ s���� 
����d��� ��d ���ds of s����o�� ����s�o�� �� �o�, ��d �o�s���� ������� ��d ������� o�s�����s. ���� ��� f����� ��s 
�s�����s��d �� ����, ��� �o����� s���ds �� ��s������ �o ��� ���� �����s, �����ss�s, ��d d����s of ����� s�� ��s � 
����. ��� �o����� ��d ��� ��f� �o������d ��� ���������s of f����� ��f� o� ��� ���d f�o���� of ��� ���� s, of 
��o��s �o ���� ����� ���� ��� ��d���s, of s������ �o o����s ��d �o�������� �o God.   

��� �������s ���o���d �� �������� ���s ��o���� �o f����o� ����� ����d������.  ��� �o�� �� ��� �o�� �o��d��o� 
���d�d �o o����� �����ss�o� f�o� ��� �ood f����� d�s���d���s �� o�d�� �o �����s� ��� ����s�����. ���� ���� 
��o�� �s o�� of ��� �o��d ������s ��� ���� �od� s ��-����-o�d ����dd�������, ������� ����s, ��o ��s ������ �� 
���� ���� ����, �o d�s��ss ��� ��o����� ������ d��s o�� of �od� s ����� ����dso�s ��s ��s���� ��� ���� �o��, ��d �� 
��������� �����d �o s���� �s ��� f����� ����so� �o �o������ ��� ����ss��� ����� �o�� fo� ��������o�. �� ��so 
�����o�s�� s����-���d�d do���o�s f�o� ��� ����� �ood ���� ��d �������d ����� s���o�� �� f��d��� ��� ������� 
�os�s, ���s �������� ��� �o�� �o ��o�� f�o� ��� s���s of ��� �oo�.   

�s � ��s ��s� do��� �� o�� ��s����� ��d ����s����� ��������o�, � �o��d s�� ��� ���d of ��� �o�d �� o������ 
doo� ���� doo� �o ���� ���s s�o�� ��o���ss. ��� �ood f����� ��o�os � ��d ����ss �o ���o��� ��� �o�� ���� �o� 
���� ��o��� �� ��so���o� fo� � ����� �����. � ��s ���� �o �o����� o�� of o�� �o�� s������ ��ss�o�����s ��o ����d �� 
��os� ��o������ �o ������� ����s ��d �� ��s���d ��� ��d s�����d ��� o������� f����� ��o�os ��d �����d ���� �o 
�� o� � ����� d����.  

�o����d�������, �� ��s���d ��� ��d �o������d � ��o�os�o� �o��s� �� ����� ����� ������s��� o� ��s�o���� o�d 
��o�os ��s� d��s ���o� �o �s ������� fo� o�� ���� ��ss�o�. �� ������ �� ��o�o ������ o� ������� �� ��� ��� 
��o��� ��so���o� ��d s����� fo� ��� �� ��o�o�����s �� ��� �oo�.  ��� �o ��� ����� s��� of ��� ����s�����, � s���� 
��� ��o���� ���o ����ds���o ���s fo� ��� �oo� �o��o� ��d o�� fo� ��� �o����� �o��o�. ��� �����s��� �������d ��� 
���s �o �� �����d �� �do�� �����s���� so�����, ���� ����� ���� �o��d ���� �� � ������d �o�� of ��� ����s����� 
fo� �� ������ ��d ����o���. � ����������d �� o�� ��o���� �����s �� �������� �o ����� ���s f�o� �� ����� 
��� �o������ �o ��� o��� �do�� so����� �� ��� �o��, ����� ��s o� � ���do�s ����o�� �o������. ��� �����d 
���s �o�s������ ���s����d ��������� ���� ���������, s��d��� �� ���� �o ��� d������ �o��d �o ��d � ��so���o�. 
���o���o�� ���s� �����s, ��� �o�d ��o��d�d d�����o� �s � so���� ��� ���o��� ������, ��d ��� ����s����� ��� ��s 
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Two life-sized, fiberglass horses 
arrived at the Fort on ��ne ��, 
����. The� will be hitched to a 
covered wagon as a photo-op.
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Bluff Fort Audio Stories Updated 2019 

Disclaimer:  This is a work in progress.  Scripts are changed and added on 
a fairly regular basis. The story project was under the direction of Grant 
Taylor. Scripts were found in journals, letters and family stories that 
were retold to fit the size the scripts. but Dick Jacobs and later Ben     
Wilson helped record and edit the scripts. Many volunteers and some paid 
translators helped to create these stories that can be found all around 
Bluff Fort. Many thanks to all who helped. Editor’s note: The audio sites are 
numbered corresponding to the above map.  A few have no audio, as noted along 
the way. 

Front cover of Bluff Fort Audio Series booklet. 
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San Juan Cooperative Building (Site #1)  
Read by Jeff Lambright 
 
San Juan Cooperative 
Established 1882 
There are places so full of memories, they almost come to life. The co-op is that kind of 
place. It has witnessed a great deal of history. The view out those windows has changed 
through the years and yet if you watch and listen… who knows? You may catch a glimpse of 
the past. From here one could see most of the comings and goings in town. The building 
itself played a role, even before it was finished. 
 
In 1899 the building, still under construction, hosted its first Holiday Dance. That festive 
occasion provided a pattern for many celebrations to come. 
 
But the co-op was more than a gathering place. It became the center of commerce as well. 
Folks came here to do business from all over the region. Within these stone walls was a 
bank, a Post Office, a General Store and a place to catch up on the news. 
 
By 1895, Bluff had become one of the richest per capita cities west of the Mississippi.   
Cattle, sheep and a gold rush kept the town and the co-op bustling with activity. In its hay 
day, the Co-op issued stock. Members were paid a 40% return on their investment the first 
year. 
 
In 1920, the Co-op was sold to John Hunt, but continued its role as a community center. 
Then one evening in 1925 Fred Star, a newly hired employee, stayed after work and 
packed sticks of dynamite next to the safe. It seems that Fred decided to stay and watch 
the explosion. July 19, 1925 not only marked the demise of the Co-op but also of Fred.  
 
Valuable lessons and insights can be learned from the past. History helps us better        
understand who we are. With those purposes firmly in mind, an effort to recreate the   
original co-op was carried out by the Hole in the Rock Foundation. In 1899 the original 
building was an investment in an uncertain future. It cost $3000 and untold labor when it 
was built. Rebuilding it cost more than a million dollars in 2013. But this was an invest-
ment of a different kind-- an investment in the value of history--bringing past and present 
together--enriching the future with the insights of the past. For all involved in the            
re-creating the Co-op the effort has indeed been a labor of love.  
 
Elder Erastus Snow (Site #1) 
Statue upstairs in the Ecclesiastical corner 
Read by Burnis Skinner 
 
The settlers of Bluff had come in response to a missionary call, and Elder Erastus Snow 
was the Mormon Apostle who shepherded the work of the fledgling San Juan Mission. He 
visited Bluff in August of 1880 and gave the settlers instructions for building a hollow 
square fort as a means of protection. He also surveyed the work on the canal and their  
water diversions. 
 
Elder Snow came again in the fall 1884 after a devastating flood brought the San Juan  
River to the mid section of the Fort. Montezuma Fort had been washed away by that flood. 
 
Realizing the difficulty of settling on the San Juan, Elder Snow offered a release to any who 
lacked the means or ability to stay. The remaining settlers were given an Apostolic     
Blessing which promised them that they would be doubly blessed if they remained.  
 
That blessing was fulfilled in a literal way. By 1895, Bluff had become the richest city per 
capita west of the Mississippi River. Cattle and sheep provided lucrative returns because of 
the plentiful feed found on the surrounding rangeland.  
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Elder Snow continued to oversee the work of the San Juan Missionaries and praised them 
for their perseverance and dedication to their call to settle the San Juan.

Restrooms (Site #2)

Relief Society Building (Site #3)
Read by Connie Jacob

The Relief Society, the oldest woman s organization in the world, was organized in Nauvoo, 
Illinois, under the direction of the Prophet Joseph Smith following the desire of the sisters 
to bring comfort and physical relief to the poor and to educate and strengthen the sisters 
spiritually and morally. This organization which is governed by The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, directs the women s efforts. The women of Bluff joined together 
weekly in a Relief Society building and with kindness and love watched over and cared for 
each other.

When babies were born, meals were taken in. When sickness entered in, care was given 
and when death came, the sisters were there to give comfort and solace. They knew of 
God s Plan of Happiness and by joining their faith together miracles could and often did 
happen.

Maintenance Building. (Site #4 no narrative)

Crafts Building (Site #5 no narrative)

Push buttons inside the Log Meetinghouse enable visitors to view video presentations in several 
languages. Similar buttons allow visitors to hear the audio presentations detailed in the appendix.
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Hogan Narration (Site #6) (Not finalized or recorded) 
Indian Encampment by Grant Taylor 

 Settling the west came with a price. The indigenous residents suffered because of the 
white man’s desire for land and expansion of the United States. The white man’s laws and 
treaties were not fair.   
 Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints came to the Great Basin 
seeking freedom from religious persecution. Their Prophet and his brother, Joseph and 
Hyrum Smith had been martyred in Illinois. Under the direction of their next prophet, 
President Brigham Young, they left homes in Illinois and new converts coming from Europe 
came west in wagons and handcarts, seeking refuge and a place to call home. 
The Bureau of Indian Affairs made treaties with native tribes. Much of the land that was 
allocated made it difficult to survive.   
 About the time these pioneers arrived, the Indians were returning from a forced 
immigration to Oklahoma. Their cropland had been destroyed and so finding enough food 
was difficult.   
  Marauding Indians preyed on their livestock and Brigham Young developed a plan to 
work with the native Indian tribes. Young asked the Saints to feed not fight, but large 
herds were coming up missing in southwestern Utah Territory. Due to pleas from these 
settlers, Young decided to send a settlement group to the southeast corner of the territory.  
He passed away in 1877 before calls were made, but in 1879 calls went out creating the 
San Juan Mission from President John Taylor. This group was to work towards peace with 
the Navajo and Paiute tribes. 
 When the settlers arrived in Bluff they were met by a group of Indians. These Indians 
couldn’t believe that a wagon train could have negotiated the terrain.   
 Soon these settlers had regular interaction with the native Indians. Relationships were 
made forging friendships. The Indians were intrigued by the pioneers and they began 
trading with them. When pies and bread were baked at Bluff Fort, the Indians would come 
hoping for a slice.  
 Soon, a trust and brotherhood developed. Indians worked for and with the white man. 
The Indians learned that these white men could be trusted and that they did not lie.   
  
This hogan has been blessed and was furnished by Lou Ann Harvey, a member of the 
Navajo tribe and currently director of Senior Services in Bluff. She said that it reminds her 
of her grandmother’s hogan.   
 

The Hogan by Sunny Feinauer, Bluff Fort Missionary 2021 to 2023. 
 The word hogan means home. Casey and Cecilia Lee Boy came and spoke with Sunny 
about how to set up the hogan. Mary Lou Harvey was the original one to set up and furnish 
the Fort hogan. 
 The Fort’s is a male hogan. It has a square door, and it has sides that are built out 
from the door.  Our hogan has short sides because we don’t have enough room to build it 
out. 
 A female hogan has a rounded door and does not come out in front. A female hogan is 
typically larger than the male hogan.  She can have more people in hers. The door always 
faces east for the morning sun. The Native Americans say their morning prayers to the 
east and their evening prayers to the west. 
 When you enter a hogan for normal purposes, you go left. You look forward to the 
future.  Don’t look back to the past. This clockwise rotation is used in many things.  
Sweeping, stirring while cooking, digging a hole when planting. 
 Way back, there was no cooking done in the male hogan. The women would cook 
outside and bring the food in to the men. The male hogan is used for ceremonies, sleeping, 
eating. In modern day, the females cook inside the female hogan. 
 Women and babies don’t wear feathers. Men can wear feathers for ceremonies. It 
depends on the ceremony what kind of feathers. The feathers could be crow, eagle, or 
turkey. 
The picture in the hogan of the woman brushing hair is with a corn brush. They believe 
that from birth, your wisdom is in your hair. So many don’t cut their hair.  When children 
get older, they might ask permission to cut their hair. Parents decide if the child is wise 
enough to make good decisions.  Then they might give permission.  Then along comes a 
grandparent who says, “You cut off your wisdom.” 
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They used to sit, as well as sleep on sheepskins. The tail of the sheep goes up against 
the wall. They believe that the sheep can carry you off in the night, if the head is up by 
the wall. In the morning, they take the sheepskins out, shake them, and let them air out 
all day.

The special guest or the medicine man sits on the skin on the west end of the hogan.  
The patient sits to the right of the medicine man. The medicine man does a sandpainting 
on the floor which represents different things. The traditional colors of the sand are blue, 
white, black and yellow. The ceremony can take up to 4 days before the patient is well.  
At that time, the patient leaves, and the medicine man brushes the sand out of the door, 
which takes all of the illness out of the hogan.

In the Fort hogan, we have a rug loom. They are sacred. All parts of it have sacred 
symbols. The top is Father Sky. The bottom is Mother Earth.

Men were the first weavers. The tradition is that Spider Woman taught them to 
weave. The lacing on the top represents lightning. The strings going down represents 
rain.  All the sticks are sacred and should never touch the ground. The patterns for the 
rugs are in the weaver’s head. 

They believe that they weave their soul into their rug. They need a way for the soul 
to escape when the rug is finished. So, a thin thread comes out of the rug for that 
purpose. It is called the spirit line.

The baby is held in a cradle board.The round part at the top represents a rainbow.  
The lacing on the baby represents lightning. The baby is laced in snugly so that they will 
develop a straight sturdy spine.

A mother will have the baby next to her when she weaves her rug so she can tell her 
stories and sing cradle songs. There are many stories about the loom and the cradle 
songs. They are sacred and not shared with us.
These items in the hogan are sacred and are kept off the ground.

Seven sticks are used for stirring. They represent the seven sisters. (The seven stars 
in the sky.) When the men can’t see them in the sky, they know that it is time to plant. 
These sticks can be presented to a young woman when she comes of age. She puts them 
above the door. It represents That this home will not go without food.

The grinding stone can be used to grind corn. Traditionally, they ate blue corn and 
squash. When a girl gets married. Her mother gives her white corn. The girl grinds it into 
a fine white flour. She then puts it in the cake batter to make her wedding cake. She stirs 
it with the stirring sticks in a clockwise rotation.

When the Navajos were forced to march to Fort Sumter, they were given bacon, 
flour, and coffee beans. They did not know what to do with it. They ate it raw, and many 
became sick and died. Captain Barney took flour and baked it on heated stones, and out 
of that came frybread.

The hogan represents Mother Earth’s womb. The stove pipe is the umbilical cord, and 
the hole in the ceiling is the navel. When leaving the hogan, a person puts their hands 
high in the air and says “Thank you Mother Earth.”Thank you Mother Earth.

Diagram from The Hogan The Traditional Navajo Home. by Scott Thybony: Published by Western National Parks Association, Tucson, A�, ����. �nside the �ort hogan. �on �ateman �hoto.

Thank you Mother Earth.
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Ute Tepee (Site #7) no narrative 
 
Water Wheel Works-The Story of Water (Site #8) 
Read by Jack Powers 
 
Waterwheels and canals have been used for centuries to lift water from rivers and streams 
to irrigate arid farmland. There are as many as 10 waterwheels that were built along the 
San Juan River.   
 
Soon after their arrival in Bluff, the San Juan Pioneers began surveying to build a canal.  
The Devil’s Ditch as it became known started about 18 miles upstream from Bluff. Diverse 
methods were used including different types of dams which seemed to get washed away 
with every heavy rainstorm. The Pioneers used horses and a tool called a Fresno to help 
dig out the canal. One resident of Bluff remembers as many as 25 teams of horses working 
at one time trying to keep water in the canal. If you had a water turn, you were required 
to spend time keeping the sandy banks from washing away. As much as three fourths of a 
farmer’s time was spent working on the Ditch.   
 
The Holyoaks, Hydes and others engineered and constructed large waterwheels to lift 
water out of the San Juan.  After the water was lifted out of the river it was run in a trough 
or aqueduct, then the water flowed  into ditches to irrigate their crops.  Waterwheels 
depending on their size weighed over 2,000 pounds. To construct and assemble the wheels 
right at the waters edge was no small feat. However, the level of the water varied and to 
adjust the level at which water met the buckets was pretty difficult. Then if there was a 
flash flood it often meant the demise of the wheel and it was time to start all over again. 
 
The San Juan River was the only source of irrigation water for the area around Bluff.  
 
Henry and Sarah Holyoak and their seven children moved away from Bluff up the river to a 
little place they called Holyoak. For three consecutive years they constructed waterwheels 
just to have the San Juan flood and wash their waterwheels down stream. The Holyoaks 
realized that when the land around Bluff was divided up that there wasn’t going to be 
enough acreage for their family to survive and so they pushed on up the river. Sarah lived 
out of her wagon for 3 years while the family struggled  to get a waterwheel working. 
Finally they moved on to Moab and settled at Proverty Flats a few miles west of Moab and 
Henry made a good life for his growing family.     
 
One of the largest waterwheels was built by the Hydes at the Rincon trading post owned by 
Amasa Barton.Today you can still see the stone base near the San Juan river from which 
the wheel was suspended. Water came down the canal and then ditches took off like 
branches of a tree. At the top of each field was a headgate that could be raised or lowered. 
Each farmer negotiated for water turns and depending on how many water shares you had 
would determine how many hours you would have water in your ditch.     
 
Much of the canal cut through sandy soil, the “Ditch” needed continual attention to keep 
the water in the ditch. Washouts were common. Many diary entries were made that 
referred to the “need to water the vegetable garden from the well today, because the 
water had gone out of the Ditch.” Their vegetable gardens were large enough to sustain 
their families through the year. Bottling string beans, corn, peas, applesauce, juices, and 
anything else produced that would store in a bottle was part of the tasks in the summer 
and fall. 
 
Try your hand at creating ditches and dams in the erosion table. Mind how easily a break 
in the dam sends flood waters down the ditch eroding the dam and ditches. This exact 
problem plagued the Mormon pioneers every summer until the Devil’s Ditch was finally 
discontinued in the late 1930’s. 
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God Panning and Sluice Mining (Site #9) 
Read by Jack Powers 
 
Mining gave Bluff a real boom the late 1880’s and 90’s when flour gold was discovered on 
the banks of the San Juan. Would-be miners came as far away as England and Wales. The 
boom turned to bust when the way to recover the flour gold, very fine particles of gold,  
turned too costly to claim. Some of the miners were also great stone masons and shortly 
after the mining boom, stone homes began replacing their log cabins. The Kumen Jones 
home on the Fort property was the first stone home constructed in Bluff. A walk through 
town gives you a good idea of their amazing craftsmanship.   
 
Try your luck panning for gold. You might be lucky enough to find something shiny in the 
gold slough.  Hope you are enjoying your time at Bluff Fort. Be sure and tell your friends 
about your visit.   
 
In 1879, John Taylor, President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints issued a 
call for church members to settle this place. Their response is known as the San Juan 
mission. The region was isolated and as a result it had become a stronghold for horse 
thieves and other renegades. This in turn provoked strained relations with native tribes in 
the region. 
 
Parley Butt Cabin (Site #10) Written by Lanora Butt, daughter of Parley & Ency 
Butt; also Ency Bayles Butt letter to Lanora Butt 
Read by Jessica Jones, Great, great granddaughter  
 
�October 10, 1897 - a windy cold day! While playing with the children --- popping corn for 
us --mother was stricken with a coughing spell. By night she was chilly. We built a fire in 
the fireplace. By bedtime she was worse. She dropped off to sleep and [then] suddenly 
into convulsions. Soon after midnight Mother died along with her unborn child. Mother was 
only 33 years old.  
 
People were notified. They came-not a few…. When Uncle Hanson arrived from Thompson 
Spring, he and Father threw their arms around each other and wept bitterly.  
 
The funeral was held at the graveside on a knoll near the house where Mother had once 
taken me to pick wild flowers. She remarked then that this would be a good place for a 
cemetery. 
 
I was taken there to see her lowered into the grave. I was the only one who knew that she 
had picked that very spot. …and recollections of that spring day eased my sorrow-torn 
heart. (Spoken Signature):  Lanora Butt, daughter of Ency Bayles Butt 
urn provoked strained relations with native tribes in the region. 
 
Samuel Wood Cabin (Site #11) 
Written by a great granddaughter  
Read by Terri Baker 
 
Aunt Jody, as she was fondly called, was twenty-nine years old when she arrived in Bluff. 
When sickness came upon the people, she quickly demonstrated her ability as a nurse. In 
Bluff a bumper crop of babies was always on the way. Bishop Jens Nielson, who knew of 
her nursing skills in Cedar City, called her to officiate as midwife of the community. She 
refused, saying, �I am green as a cucumber, and I don�t know how babies are born." But 
Bishop Nielson persuaded her. �She was the doctor in Bluff for twenty-five years, often 
giving her services without charge, though some paid in kind with fruit, honey, meat, 
cloth, or anything they had that was usable. She delivered over 165 babies after she 
started counting, and never lost one in childbirth. Among her many gifts was the ability to 
cheer and comfort those in distress. Her tender touch, her encouraging words, her calm 
spirit, her cheerful way, and prayers were often the only medicine she used.�  
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Frederick I. Jones Cabin (Site #12) 
Description by Albert R. Lyman  Read by Mark Taylor 
 
When in 1882, Frederick and Mary Jones accepted a mission call to the recently organized 
San Juan Mission, they left their small farm in Cedar City, and journeyed by covered    
wagon to the little settlement named Bluff in the wilds alongside the San Juan River. As 
soon as they arrived, Fred set out to provide for his loved ones in Bluff as he had in Cedar 
City, but the lack of resources limited him.  
 
Fred had a garden, an orchard, and land in the field. His two rooms, like every other house 
in Bluff at that time, were built with the crooked and twisted cottonwoods that grew along 
the river; the kind that defy mechanical skill and mock at artistic taste. The floors were 
dirt. But within these log walls prevailed the blessed atmosphere of home, without which 
even a palace is a desolate place to live. Even with its crudeness, there wasn't a home 
where more parties, more candy pulls, quilting, and children's gatherings were held than in 
the Jones's home. 
 
With all the stark inconveniences and discomfort of life in the log shelters of far away Bluff 
in the early 1880s, it was a life of peace and comfort compared to life among the rugged 
rocks and thirsty sands along the dim wagon tracks leading away in any direction. 
 
Holyoak Encampment (Site #13) No narrative 
 
Walton Cabin/School in Bluff (Site #14)  
Read by Carl Larsen 
 
The determined pioneers who settled here were not solely interested in conquering 
the land; they placed great importance on educating their hearts and their minds. �The  
glory of God is intelligence� they believed. They had often been admonished to seek   
learning…out of the best books…by study as well as by faith.   
 
After they arrived, establishing a school became one of their first priorities. But readin� and 
writin� and cipherin� as it called were a bit different in 1880. Desks were shared with other 
students. Slates were used instead of paper and pencils. And heat in the winter came from 
a pot-bellied stove.  
 
The Log meetinghouse served as the first schoolhouse. The bell on the south end called 
children of all ages to school. Text books were scarce. One teacher taught all of the 
grades. All lessons were recited or studied aloud. On occasion books were lent to the 
school. These were treasured and thoroughly studied.  
 
Bluff�s first school teachers included Ida Lyman, Sarah Cox, and Charles Walton.         
Compensation was very meager. Payment for Ida Lyman's teaching services was a milk 
cow. Wages for others came from a small tuition which was commonly paid in kind with 
vegetables, fruits, meat and bread. 
 
School activities included ball games, music lessons and a mandolin and guitar club. 
 
When Charles Walton was the school teacher, he held a community spelling school every 
Friday evening. Walton also gave music lessons, directed plays, made costumes, and built 
scenery.  
 
The lessons taught in the log school house enabled many of the pupils to go on to college. 
By the turn of the century, Bluff had a higher percentage of youth attending Brigham 
Young Academy in Provo, than did any other Utah community. 
 
It has been said that experience is the best teacher in life and the experiences of those 
who settled Bluff have provided lessons which not only benefited their own descendants 
but which will benefit generations yet to come. 
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Hanson Bayles (pronounced Bayless) Cabin (Site #15) 
Read by Mark Taylor 
 
While serving one term as Sheriff of San Juan County, two outlaw cowboys were seen in 
the County. Hanson and his deputies rounded up the two cowboys and headed for   
Thompson, UT, over 100 miles away. This was the closest rail-head where the outlaws 
could be extradited to Colorado to stand trial for their misdeeds.  
 
Each night Hanson and his deputies would take turns standing guard over the prisoners. 
One night during Hanson s watch, everyone seemed to be asleep. Pretty soon his eyes got 
heavy too and he dozed off.  All of a sudden he heard someone call out his name, 
Hanson! He awoke just as one of the outlaws was grabbing for the rifle between Hanson s 

knees. Hanson grabbed got the rifle first and the plan was foiled.  
 
They finished their journey and handed the outlaws over to the authorities waiting in 
Thompson.  
 
Hanson reported the incident to his family and said that the voice that had awakened him 
had the distinct Danish accent of his deceased mother. He was convinced that his mother 
had sounded the alarm that saved the lives of the two peace officers. 
 
The Decker Cabin (Site #16) 
Written by Anna Maria Mickelson 
Read by Annete Decker, great granddaughter-in-law 
 
Life in Bluff involved joy and sorrow. Some of the most joyous were the births and death 
brought some of the saddest. Three Decker brothers, Cornelius, James and Nathaniel, 
came with their wives. James wife, Anna, gave birth to the first baby on the expedition, 
Lenora Deseret. Emma, Cornelius wife, gave birth to the first baby born in Bluff.   
 
In 1901 diphtheria struck the family of James and Anna Marie Decker. Lynn, a son, died on 
the 15th of December. The coffin was not allowed in the meetinghouse for fear of    
spreading the disease.   
 
The next day, James and their daughter Gertrude, 14, passed away. The family was   
quarantined and their log home was burned to stop the spread of the disease. They moved 
into the new home James had been building, but in late January two more children died, 
Horace, 17, and Clair, 9.  Anna Marie lost 4 of her 11 children and her husband in just a 
little over a month. The diphtheria epidemic touched others but none died.   
 
Anna felt great sorrow, but faith in her Savior Jesus Christ and a knowledge that she would 
see them again gave her solace in her grief. Her friends and neighbors showed great love 
to her in acts of service and kindness. That s just the way it was in Bluff. When joy came to 
one, it came to all, but when sorrow struck, it was felt by all as well. It took great faith and 
courage to face the challenges. As each of us face challenges in our lives, faith in Jesus 
Christ still brings peace to our minds.   
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Jens Nielson Cabin (Site #17) 
Written by Corinne Roring 
Read by Evan Madsen 
The women and children in Bluff watched from the windows of their small log homes, as a 
hundred Navajo warriors with faces painted black rode into the fort on their horses    
brandishing guns. It was a threatening day in the small fort s history, for the settlers 
would have to save themselves––if they were to survive. It was reported that a Navajo 
was murdered by a Mormon named Amasa Barton at a his trading post at Rincon, ten 
miles downriver on the San Juan, and that another Navajo had killed Amasa in             
self-defense. And now, the Navajos wanted to avenge a wrong. 
 
Two men were at the fort that day. The aged Bishop of Bluff, Jens Nielson, tired and 
stooping from his labors, came limping to meet the hostile warriors, and Kumen Jones 
came forward to act as an interpreter. "We are ready to talk with our friends," Jens said, 
"but friends do not cling to their guns while they talk. We have no guns. If you want to 
talk with us, go stand your guns against the wall and then sit with us here in a friendly 
circle." 
 
The courage of Jens facing the fight-hungry Indians disarmed every hostile spirit. The  
older warriors were the first to dismount, and they leaned their guns against the log store, 
and sat down cross-legged on the sand in front of the two white men. Soon, every Indian 
stacked his gun with the others and sat down to listen. 
 
"Your friend, Old Eye was not killed by Amasa Barton," declared Bishop Nielson, and he 
told the Navajos to ask the Paiute Indians, who had witnessed the whole affair. The   
calmness of Jens Nielson and Kumen Jones acted as sunshine on the Indian braves. The 
storm passed as the voice of an old man from Denmark, spoke words of the heart to a 
hundred braves ready to fight. 
 
"Don't go now," Jens said. "Stay with us until tomorrow. It is late; you are hungry. Some 
of you have come a long way." Jens ordered a fat steer be butchered, he ordered flour, 
bacon, and other things from the log store. They built campfires all over the street,   
roasted their beef, baked their bread, chatted and laughed. After breakfast the next 
morning, the Indians insisted on shaking hands. "We are friends, always friends," the   
Indians repeated as they rode away. 
 
Once again, the hand of Providence brooded over the little colony in their effort to become 
trusted friends. 
 
Jens Nielson was a stalwart leader in the community and everyone looked up to and  
trusted him. He lived in Bluff for the rest of his life and considered his mission complete 
only with his death, which happened in 1906. He is buried on cemetery hill. 
 
Bodil Mortensen Statue (Site #17a) Narrative on small video 
screen on front of Jens Nielson Cabin 
Opener to Tremonton Stake Pioneer Youth Trek July 26th, 2009 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?V=i2PZ48pbgxE WALDRPW 
 
I was born in a beautiful country in Denmark in 1847. My parents weren't wealthy people. 
But more important was their faith in Jesus Christ and in his church. They wanted badly to 
move to the Salt Lake valley with the other Mormons. They could not afford to send the 
family all at once. So, they started to send us one by one.  
 
My sister had gone the year before and now it was my turn. I was only 9 when they  
started. I went with another family, Jens and Elsie Nielsen. Their little boy, Neils who was 
five, became one of my playmates.  
 
It was a long voyage across the ocean and many people became ill. But what an          
adventure for a young girl. We didn't reach Iowa City until late in the spring, but we were 
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so excited to get there that they decided to head out with one of the last hand cart  
companies. It wasn't too bad for us kids and we covered a lot of miles because we didn't 
have to wait for the big slow animals. It was a lot harder on the men who were pulling 
the big handcarts, and many became sick from exhaustion. Sister Nielsen asked me to 
help watch little Neils while she helped her husband.  

Late in October we crossed the Sweetwater River in Wyoming. It started to get cold. By 
morning we were covered in over a foot of snow. They told us that we had to keep going 
or we would freeze to death. Brother Nielson was so frozen and weak that he told his 
wife to go on without him. Even though she was a small woman, she put him in the hand 
cart and pulled him. It made it more important for me to keep Neils going. It was so cold 
that it was hard to keep up. We wanted to stop many times, but those that did would 
freeze to death.  

Late that evening, we finally stopped. I was so grateful and only wanted to sit down and 
have something warm to eat. Sister Nielsen told me that I cannot rest yet. She sent me 
out for wood for the fire. I couldn't find anything else to burn so I started to gather  
sagebrush. I worked my way back through the cold and the snow to the handcart. I was 
so tired that I leaned up against the wheel of the handcart to rest for a moment. I shut 
my eyes and fell asleep never to open them again in this life. I was buried the next day 
in a common grave with 13 other people, including my little friend Neils. My name was 
Bodil Mortensen. 

George B. Hobbs Cabin (Site #18) 
Read by Paul Taylor Button #6 read by Joseph and Nathan Taylor 

I was just 22 when called to the San Juan Mission. I had two sisters and their families 
who were also a part of the San Juan Mission call, Elizabeth and her husband Henry and 
Ellen Agnes and her husband Amos Hyrum Fielding. My family lived in Parowan. I was 
still single when I went on the expedition. During the next few months I was called to be 
a scout on all four of the exploring parties. I saw the difficulty in the lower trail across 
Lee�s Ferry and across the reservation. I traveled back the upper route when we left  
Elizabeth and her family at Montezuma Creek. Silas Smith and others had heard word 
from Charles Hall and Ruben Collett that there was a crevice in the Colorado River    
Plateau at the end of the Kaparowitz Plateau. It seemed the best and most feasible way 
across the Colorado, because it was so much shorter and didn�t cross Indian     
Territory. On the last exploring expedition I was called along with George Morrill, George 
Washing Sevy and Lemuel H. Redd Sr. to scout the rest of the trail for the wagon train.   

We packed food for eight days thinking that the little over a hundred miles could be 
mapped in that time period. Little did we know…   

At the top of Grey Mesa we spent most of one day looking for a way off the slick rock 
that encircled the flat plateau. That night as we were eating our dinner, eight mountain 
sheep came into our camp. They were really beautiful. The next morning we decided to 
give it one last shot and so each of us headed in a different direction. I gave up and 
headed back to camp to make breakfast for everyone, thinking that they�d find a way. 
While I was frying up some bacon, one of those mountain sheep came into camp. I had a 
gun, but it was too beautiful to kill. So I grabbed my lariat and tried to lasso it. No  
sooner had I thrown the rope than the animal would move a bit ahead. I kept coiling my 
rope and throwing, and he kept moving just out of reach of the rope. Without really    
realizing, all of a sudden I was off the mesa. The little sheep had shown us the way 
down.   

It proved to be the only way possible to take wagons off the mesa, even though we had 
to build another dugway and put in a lot of cribbing for the wagons to safely come down. 
I know that God was with us and that He knew that we had to go on, like Jens Nielson 
said, �Whether we can make it or not.� 
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seen from the first expedition to Montezuma Creek. Being guided again by the hand of 
God, we climbed to the top, and I recognized the Blues. We thought we might also have 
seen trees lining the San Juan River. We found an Indian tower to sleep in that night. We 
circumvented Grand Gulch and found our way down the Twist. Then we had to try to find a 
passage through Comb Reef. It stretched for almost 60 miles. Hurrying down Comb Wash, 
we found a Navajo trail that led up through a crack. Wagons couldn t go that way, but with 
difficulty they could make it up San Juan Hill.   

We arrived in Bluff on December 27th. A gentile lady, Sister Harris, had just finished 
breakfast for her family but had some Johnny cakes that she fed us and fried up some 
pork. I think I ate twenty-three Johnny cakes, which almost made me sick. Oh what joy to 
see my sister and her family and the Davis family in Montezuma Creek all doing fairly well. 

When I got back to report to the brethren, I asked about my livestock that I had left with 
them to watch over. It was all my worldly wealth and they had let my animals wander off. I 
was tired and hopping mad, so mad that I decided to quit the expedition and head back 
home. As I headed back along the Kaiporowits, I cooled off a bit. Then I got feeling pretty 
awful that I d shot my mouth off like that with good people that were trying to do the same 
thing as me, live by the golden rule. I got to feeling pretty humble and so as I was hiking 
along, I started to pray.  Pretty soon I had an impression that I should move closer to the 
plateau. Not too far off the trail, I came across a pretty little meadow with my livestock, 
plus some other strays. I realized that my animals had been cared for by the best 
Shepherd of all. Now I could have just skedaddled back to Parowan, but I knew that I had 
been called by President Lund, under the direction of our Prophet John Taylor, to help 
scout out the trail for the Hole in the Rock pioneers. So I retraced my steps back to 50 mile 
camp and checked back in for the duration of the trek.   

Thales Haskell (Site #19) 
Read by Mark Taylor 

When Thales Haskell was a young boy, he never imagined he would one day be called on a 
mission to live among Native American tribes in the west, in order to learn their language, 
their culture, and their ways for the purpose of improving relations between the Indians 
and the Pioneer settlers. 

In 1855, Thales married Hannah Maria Woodbury, and they moved to a small settlement in 
southern Utah. Thales was away from home when a young Indian boy was visiting Hannah, 
and the boy removed one of the guns that Thales kept on the wall. The boy accidentally 
discharged the gun, and Hannah and her unborn child died from the gun wound. When 
Thales returned home he was devastated, however, he did not seek retaliation on the 
young boy. Thales believed the boy's story that it was an accident, and he did not want the 
boy punished. 

In 1857, Thales married Margaret Johanna Edwards. Margaret was from Wales and 
adapted to life in the rugged west. She became a mid-wife and nurse to the settlers. 

In 1881, Thales was called to move his family to San Juan in the four corners region, 
where he assisted the settlement of Bluff. Often in danger, Thales was promised in a 
blessing that as long as he was obedient to the Lord he would never be harmed by the 
Indians. That promise was fulfilled as he mediated between various tribes and the 
pioneers. Thales was well known as one of the best interpreters in the Mormon community. 
He spoke five Indian languages and earned the respect of many natives. Navajo Henry was 
ever emphatic in his praise of Thales. Haskell, said Henry, he all time one talk and heap 
good man. Mancos Jim, a veteran of all the old fights, never hesitated to declare when 
Haskell s name came up, Me heap like em. As for Haskell, he humbly remarked, "It 
seemed to me that it was the Lord's will that I should be one to tarry with the Indians." 
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In 1886, Apostle Erastus Snow paid a visit to Bluff and commented on the fact that Thales� 
family was not there. When Thales explained that they had moved to Colorado, Elder Snow 
inquired as to why Thales had not gone with them.  Humbly, Thales answered that as he 
had not yet been released from his missionary service, he had not felt it proper for him to 
leave. On the spot, Elder Snow released Thales and encouraged him to join his family in 
Colorado, which he did, though not for long.  In 1888, Indian trouble again became so 
bothersome to the Bluff settlers that they requested to church officials that Thales 
return. Obediently, Thales accepted the call to return to Bluff, and he did what he could to 
help restore peaceful relations with the local Indians. In 1891 he was again released from 
his missionary service and returned to Colorado. Remarkably, he had spent nearly      
thirty-two years of his life as an Indian missionary. Thales passed away on 13 June 1909 in 
Manasa, Colorado. 

Amasa Barton (Site # 20)  
Read by Mark Taylor 
 
Commerce was good with the new settlements. A number of trading posts sprouted up. 
Amasa Barton started his trading post, the Rincon, near San Juan Hill. Often customers 
would bring items for pawn. An Indian named One Eye had brought in a gun to use for 
trade at the trading post. A few days later he returned bringing a broken gun hoping to 
exchange that one for the working gun and maintain the same amount of credit or pawn. 
Amasa explained that that was not fair and that he couldn�t make the exchange. One Eye 
and his renegade friend became agitated. Amasa invited the two to a meal which his wife 
had prepared. After a nice lunch they returned to the trading post and continued their 
dialogue. The renegade friend pulled out his gun and fired at Amasa. Amasa ducked and 
the bullet mortally wounded One-Eye. Seeing what he had done, the renegade fired again 
at Amasa and hitting him in the head mortally wounded him. Seeding Amasa fall to the 
ground, he put the gun to his head and fired again. He then left to tell his friends his 
version of why One-Eye was dead.  
 
Sister Barton, hearing the gun shots came running and when she saw what had happened 
she gave a young Indian boy named Posey two dollars to deliver a message to the folks in 
Bluff to come and help them. Amasa was moved to Bluff and about 8 days later he passed 
away.  
 
When the renegade told his story to the tribe, the Indians prepared for battle and covered 
in war paint, got on their horses and rode into Bluff. They were met by Bishop Neilson and 
while he talked others prepared a large meal and they all sat down to eat. The next 
morning, the store was opened and dry goods were handed out to the Indians and no 
physical harm was done. Feeding, not fighting the Native Americans was the Mormon way. 
 
Farm Equipment Display (Site #21 no narrative)    
 Equipment Donated by Melvin Gaines 
 
James Redd Cabin (Site #22) 
Written by Mary Donahoe 
Read by Mark Taylor 
 
James Monroe Redd was sixteen when he joined the Hole in the Rock party to assist his 
older brother and father (Lemuel H.) on the trail. Monroe was in charge of overseeing the 
cattle and horses, and when grass and feed became scarce, he separated from the 
company to find grazing ground. 
 
Arriving in Bluff, he helped set-up living quarters for those he had grown to know and love, 
before he returned to New Harmony, Utah. In 1884, he married Lucinda Pace and they 
lived in New Harmony for the first three years. However, in 1887, Monroe sensed greater 
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business prospects in southeastern Utah, and moved his family to Bluff. The journey was 
much easier this time with no holes to blast or roads to hue out of rock surfaces. 
 
Monroe turned to raising cattle and horses and joined the San Juan Co-op in Bluff when 
the settlers bought out a Texas cattle company. Monroe's growing family led him to return 
to farming, and the family moved north to Monticello in 1905, where land was more 
suitable.  
 
During an epidemic of typhoid fever that hit their Monticello community, Lucinda nursed 
many people who became quite ill. When it was discovered that typhoid spread through 
the unclean water from their irrigation ditch, Lucinda and several other women made it 
their personal mission to see that a clean water system and electricity were installed in 
Monticello. 
 
For many years, Monticello had no public eating place, so the Redd's home was open to 
hungry, tired travelers. The guests that they entertained ran the gamut from state and 
Church officials to humble, hungry Indians. Thus, the influence of those who first settled in 
Bluff, spread throughout all of San Juan County. 
 
 
LH Redd Cabin Ramblings of Eliza Westover Redd (Site #23)  
Read by Vinnie Harker 
 
You are wrong about my early experiences in Bluff. (A chuckle and a smile in her voice as 
she remembers). 
 
After traveling six months, to have a real room, to be able to stand up to dress and 
undress to be able to open and close a real door, let light in through a real window, make 
my bed and walk around to do things – that was joy unsurpassed.  
 
Father was a thrifty person from the start, so even in those early days, we always had a 
cozy nook in our rough surroundings. When we first arrived, he took our two wagon covers 
and made a very comfortable tent. He built a bedstead from pieces of dry cottonwood and 
corded it with rope. No castle was more appreciated! 
 
Later he built a cabin and then he went up the river when he heard a settler was leaving 
and came home with lumber flooring enough for one room, also a door and a window and 
half dozen chickens. I bought a cheap lace curtain from Montgomery, and put factory 
(muslin) on the wall, and oh you can�t imagine what that one room log cabin with a real 
door and window meant to me. I had a rag carpet mother had helped me with and that 
room, I can see it now. It was real happiness. When my neighbor, Harriet Barton called 
one day, she was fair aghast at the coziness of my cabin. 
 
Believe it or not, those days of bringing up my young'uns at the fort was the happiest time 
of my life. (Hear the pen scratching stop and a contented sigh.) 
 
(Spoken signature): Eliza Westover Redd  
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Joseph Barton Cabin (Site #24) 
Written by LaRue Barton Kirkham, read by Cassie Welch, Great granddaughter. 
Mama had been washing and ironing all week. It wasn't often that a photographer came to 
town. In those days we had to sit very still while the cap on the lens of the camera was 
removed and left off for 30 seconds or more. It must have been a daunting task getting 
seven children not to wiggle, but Mama was determined. Looking back, I wonder if she 
somehow knew that would be our last photograph. 

Caring for a large family was very hard work and Mama didn't seem quite herself as we 
awaited the arrival of child number eight. Still her eyes seemed to sparkle at Papa's 
promise to remodel her too small of a kitchen but before it was finished things went very 
wrong. Mama passed away a few days after delivering Ray Wesley. He died a few days 
after her. 

Papa had been carefully sorting and matching lengths of fine-grained wood to build 
cabinets for Mama's kitchen. He used the wood for her coffin instead. 

It was hard to be happy after Mama died. Sometimes, I would sit in her rocking chair and 
look at that last photograph, hour after hour. I could almost feel her comforting me. We 
cannot see things clearly now, but there is one thing I know . . . one day we will all be 
together again. Annie Barton Hammond, 1896. 

Platte D. Lyman (Site #25) 
Written by Brent Lyman, Great grandson of Platte DeAlton Lyman 
Read by Mark Taylor 

Platte was born in the back of a wagon on August 20, 1848. Two wagons had stopped on 
the banks of the Platte River for 30 minutes while he was born. They would travel for two 
more months before reaching the Salt Lake valley. Platte had only three weeks of formal 
education but his mother taught him to read and write by the age of six. He studied the 
rest of his life. He cowboyed, freighted and farmed. He provided the main source of in-
come for his widowed mother and siblings. He loved to read and always had some books in 
his saddlebags. He loved horses and said, The best thing for the inside of a man is the 
outside of a horse.   

At the age of 18 he was called to serve a mission to England. He and Adelia Robison had 
been married for five days. In his early twenties he was asked to represent Millard County 
to help draft the first Utah Statehood Constitution. Platte became well known and trusted 
in Central Utah.  

In 1879 he was called with his family to join several dozen other families to settle San Juan 
County. This southeastern portion of the Utah Territory was home to Navajos, Paiutes and 
outlaws, all of which often raided settlements to the West and North. Platte was asked to 
become the field captain serving under Silas Smith. Platte kept the only daily diary for the 
first expedition. Smith was away much of the time getting supplies and lobbying the 
Territorial Legislature for money so that left Platte in charge of the expedition, which con-
structed a road across the most difficult terrain ever traveled by a settlement wagon train.  

He spent most of the remainder of his life in San Juan County where he was the first   
president of the San Juan Stake, the first president of the San Juan Cooperative and he 
helped organize the first San Juan County legal court system and county government.   
After serving as President of the European Mission for three years for the Mormon Church, 
he returned to his beloved San Juan. He died in Bluff on November 13, 1901 at the 53. (A. 
Brent Lyman, Great Grandson of Platte DeAlton Lyman) 
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Perkins Cabin (Site #26) 
Written and read by Frank & Elaine Rowley 
 
At the tender age of 6, Benjamin Perkins was thrust into the dark depths of the coal mines 
in Wales. Who would have ever thought this experience would prepare him for the 
impossible journey that awaited him and his brother Hyrum and their families. 

 
When the call from President John Taylor came to Hyrum and his wife, Rachel, in 1879 to 
join the San Juan Mission, Benjamin volunteered for him and his wife Mary Ann to join the 
expedition also. It was Elder John Taylor who when on a mission to Wales, had stayed   
often with the Perkins family and had given them great spiritual inspiration and direction. 
This caused Ben and Hyrum and their wives to willingly accept the call. 
 
As the company reached the Colorado River at the site they would soon call The-Hole- in- 
the- Rock it became Ben and Hyrum s job to design and engineer the seemingly           
impossible task of making a road down this nearly vertical cliff. With their experience in 
mining and the use of explosives they were soon nick-named the blowers and blasters 
from Wales.  
 
Despite the hardships the pioneers faced daily, a great deal of the peace of the company 
was due to the pleasant natures of the Perkins brothers. Kumen Jones wrote in later life of 
the journey to Bluff, We needed men who knew how to work and were not afraid to  
tackle downright hard jobs where good judgment was needed. And here is where the    
Perkins Brothers, Uncle Ben and Hyrum came into the large game. The jolly good nature 
with which they went at the hardest and biggest jobs was an example in psychology. It 
gave courage to the less ambitious ones, and that was an asset to the cause.” 
 
The impossible journey could never have been accomplished without the stalwart women 
that stood alongside these valiant men.  
 
MaryAnn, Ben s 1st wife, was a woman of remarkable courage, determination and a strong 
sense of duty. She was the mother to 11 children and 1 adopted daughter. Mary Ann filled 
her home with flowers and beautiful things and welcomed all who came to her door, no 
matter their station, their dress or their race.   
 
Sarah Williams, at the age of 19, came along on the trip to Bluff to help Ben and her sister 
MaryAnn with their children. She also drove one of the wagons for Ben. When they arrived 
in Bluff, she said, I didn t see anything there to stop for, nor could I see how it was     
possible to make a town in such a place. How thankful I was I didn t have to make my 
home there.  Little did she know that she would soon become Ben s 2nd wife and she 
would raise her 10 children in this little spot in the desert that she grew to love so very 
much.    
 
Rachel Corry, Hyrum s wife, was known for her ability to remain calm in situations of great 
anxiety. When a Navajo war party was headed to Bluff and all the women and children 
were to meet at one of Bishop Nielson s home, Rachel and her four little children were not 
there. She had bits and pieces of tidying that she had to do in her house before leaving it 
and even in the face of marauding Navajos, her standards would prevail.  
 
These are the Perkin s pioneers! 
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Kumen Jones Home (site #27) 
Written by Kumen Jones-excerpts gathered by Leon Jones, Great grandson 
Read by Leon Jones 
  
“Three babies were born on the way, and with the assistance of two old-time nurses, and 
the blessing of the Good Father, all went well with mothers and children. The Good Father 
had a kind watch care over our whole company of pilgrims, bringing us through without 
death or serious sickness or accident of any nature. Nearly everyone was helpful and kind 
and good-natured, and in very rough places men would rally to each other's help, 
steadying the wagons down the slick rocks with long ropes, and pushing and pulling up the 
hills. With them was an ol-timer named Barnes whose ponderous laugh echoing through 
camp would bring at least a good-natured smile to the faces of all who heard. 

“Looking back at it now, and considering how that large company working, and blasting 
their way through a country of that nature, and being there during six months of one of 
the severest winters, it looks to me as though there was something more than human 
power and wisdom associated with it. 

“When that bedraggled company of tired pilgrims straggled into the present site of Bluff, 
many of their teams, which consisted of horses of all sizes and descriptions, as well as 
oxen, mules and burros, were unable to proceed farther; at least they would have to stop 
there for some time, and some of them remained there on that account. Most of the 
original settlers at Bluff, however, remained there from religious and conscientious 
motives. And under the blessing and protection of a kind Providence, they were prospered 
and preserved to accomplish, at least in a large measure, the mission assigned them. “ 
Kumen Jones 
 
Bowery (no recording) (Site #28) 
 
Vegetable Garden (Map Site not numbered) Not recorded 
 
Garden produce was very important to the survival of these pioneers. Each spring the soil 
was prepared by digging in manure and other organic material. Seeds were planted as 
weather allowed. Peas, onions, cabbage, radishes and lettuce were all planted in the early 
spring. When fear of frost passed then other vegetables were planted. Letters and diaries 
talk about what was planted and how well they were doing. Some commented about the 
water being out of the Devil s ditch and so water was drawn from one of the three wells at 
the Fort. Garden plots were large, often as big about 100 x 100 . A family s vegetable 
requirements came from their harvest. Vegetables were preserved in bottles for use in the 
winter. Bluff was noted for its horticulture, berries as well as watermelon and cantaloupe.  
 
Orchard Story – (Map Site not numbered) Not recorded 
 
Mormon settlers were industrious. Soon after arriving in the Salt Lake Valley, Platt D. 
Lyman s, 2nd in command on the Hole in the Rock trail, grandfather headed back across the 
plains realizing that the Mormons would need starts for fruit trees and other nursery stock. 
Fruit trees were planted around their homes hoping that the frost wouldn t get the year s 
harvest. Bluff was known for its fruit production. The fruit would be made into jams and 
jellies. Larger fruits were bottled, sliced peaches, apricots, pears, and plums. The women 
were proud of the bottled fruit lining their store room shelves. Bottling was a big job for 
the whole family. Each fall as fruits and vegetables ripened, children picked the fruit and 
helped stock the wood to keep the stove hot. Fruit was washed and placed in sterilized 
bottles and placed in a large kettle where it would cook. After the prescribed time in the  
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water bath, bottles would be placed on the kitchen table and each ear would be tuned to 
hear the ping of the bottle lid announcing that it was sealed and ready for storage. Each 
family member looked forward to a cold bottle of peaches or pears, or jam or jelly on 
their homemade bread. Families hoped that the home-canned stock would last late into 
the winter to spice up their diet. Preservation of fruit and vegetables helped keep family 
expenses down and made for a great family project.   
 
Log Meetinghouse (Site #29) 
Read by Burnis Skinner 
 
The log meetinghouse was built soon after the pioneers arrived in Bluff. It became a 
place for meetings, dances and all kinds of public gatherings. It gave shelter in wet   
seasons to unfortunate families whose mud roofs failed to turn the rain and it offered a 
hardy place for friends to meet and for strolling lovers to rest in the evening. It was not 
a church but simply a meetinghouse.  Albert R. Lyman 
 
Dances, plays, musical productions and parties were commonplace in the meetinghouse. 
The walls frequently reverberated with sounds from Samuel Cox s fiddle, Charles      
Walton s violin and horn, Thales Haskell s accordion and Benjamin Perkin s gifted voice 
and antics, as well as the sounds of harmonicas, choirs, vocal duets and solos. 
 
Church services were also held in this building until 1895 when it was replaced with a 
stone meetinghouse. 

Far too frequently, members of the little community gathered in the meetinghouse with 
heavy hearts as they mourned the passing of one of their own.  

It was uncommon for all of the children of any family to reach adulthood. The Bluff  
cemetery gravestones paint a sad portrait of the challenges of life on the frontier in the 
1880's. The cemetery records list many children who died within days or hours of their 
birth. Others died in their youth from diphtheria, measles, croup or from simple cuts and 
scrapes that became infected. Some mothers died in childbirth. Burns from the fireplace 
took their toll, as did falls from horses.    
 
When wildflowers were in bloom, the caskets were adorned with them. Prayers, hymns 
of comfort, eulogies and gospel messages provided an eternal perspective and comfort 
to the mourners. 
 
Following each service a slow procession led by the casket bearers made its way through 
town and up onto cemetery hill. Here a vista of the entire town, the river and red cliffs 
provided a fitting backdrop for a final resting place.   

Sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ was considered a sacred duty. At significant sacrifice 
to their families, those called answered the call to serve missions for two to three 
years. Some, particularly the older men, served missions prior to coming to Bluff while 
others were called from Bluff. Most of the young single men of Bluff were called as were 
many married men whose departure placed the responsibility for the livelihood of their 
families upon their wives and children. Following a quarterly conference, Brigham Young 
Jr. recorded in his journal that so many men had been called away from Bluff to serve 
elsewhere, that there weren't enough left to maintain the irrigation ditch. 
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John Taylor Statue (Site #30)
Read by Jack Powers

President Taylor understood the difficulties facing the original native inhabitants who were 
gradually being forced onto government reservations. He instructed the settlers to feed 
them, not fight them, and that s what they attempted to do. 

There were a few minor conflicts during those early years, a learning curve which sprang 
from the clash of two cultures. But in time President Taylor s counsel prevailed. The first 
response to the settlers became to reach for a loaf of bread rather than a gun.

Hole in the Rock Monument Plaza (Site #30a)

Etched here in stone are the names of those hearty pioneers who made the descent down 
the 1300-foot vertical drop known as the Hole in the Rock. But that was the only the first 
obstacle they encountered. Six more tests of courage and determination awaited them on 
the trail. The last of these obstacles, known as San Juan Hill, was just 10 miles west of 
Bluff.

After six grueling months of toil and struggle, teams were exhausted and provisions nearly 
gone, yet the company was determined to press on.

It required seven span (14 animals) of horses to pull each wagon up the last hill 800 feet 
of slick, solid rock. These hardy pioneers not only opened a route which many others would 
follow in the years which followed, they made this ground sacred because of their faith and 
courage.

When the San Juan pioneers reached the Bluff valley, irrigating and planting crops became 
their paramount concerns. As soon as an irrigation ditch was in and crops were planted, 
their energy was directed to the construction of adequate shelter that they might not 
spend another winter in wagon beds and tents.

By early fall, they were helping one another construct log cabins from the surrounding  
Cottonwood trees. Initially, the one room cabins were constructed adjacent to each other 
to form a fort. The Bluff Fort was not a fortress, but rather places where security was 
achieved by living in close proximity to each other; united in a common goal.

The chicken coop. (Map Site not numbered) No recording.

�unflowers planted �y �isa �ill ������ in front of a handcart on the left. The chicken coop was 
eventually converted into a garden shed with chicken clucking sounds emanating from a 
strategically placed speaker disguised as a rock. An artificial hen roosts in the window.
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Architects drawings of the San Juan Cooperative store.
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 The Co-op east wall.

Bluff Mining Cart 
inside the Co-op. 

San Juan Cooperative sales counter.                             Ron Bateman photos. Handmade purses, quilts, cozys, etc. for sale. 
Missionary Bev Bateman pictured. 

San Juan Cooperative facing southwest inside. 
Displays of Native American items, 
handcrafted wood bread boards & rolling 
pins, etc., plus Topsy Turvy dolls and the 
Talking Wall.

Handmade toys such as games, wooden rifles 
and pistols, tomahawks, slingshots, and caps 
are for sale in the Co-op.                   

Stair leading to the 
museum.

The Co-op west wall.
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The north wall of the upstairs gallery museum in the Co-op.

West wall of upstairs museum of the Co-op. The south wall has stairs leading to the 
main floor below.  Friday Nights at the Fort are held in this hall.

The south wall has art display 
racks on wheels. On the left are 
stairs leading to the directors
office. Behind the art racks is a 
video presentation area as well 
as double doors leading to 
outside stairs on the back of the 
Co-op. On the left are doors 
leading to a storage closet & 
restrooms.

Ron Bateman photos.

Co
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OBSERVATIONS IN THE CO-O -

THE LAST WAGON DOWN STORY-I� ��e� �e �a� tell the sto�� o� the Last 
Wa�o� Do��� The p��t��e �s �� the �a�o�� �e �a� �se �t as a ��s�al a��� 

DIORAMA OF ASCENT UP SAN JUAN HILL- O�e �easo� that th�s �as 
pla�e� the�e �s �o� o�� ��ests to see �t� a�e� see��� the �l� �� �oo� ���  
The photos a�e a�o�e �t to help sho� Co�� R���e a�� Sa� J�a� H�ll� A 
po��te� s��� �s o� the �a�l�o�es to �se �� po����� o�t Co�� R���e a�� 
Sa� J�a� H�ll�

COMB RIDGE PHOTO - It �ll�st�ates ho� �ass��e a�� �o����a�le the ����e 
�eall� �s�

SAN JUAN HILL– Yo� �a� �a�t to tell ��s�to�s that �o� ha�e h��e� Sa� 
J�a� H�ll�  Sho� the t�a�l that the p�o�ee�s �e�t �p� Po��t o�t the �a����� 
�ep���o� We Tha�� Thee Oh Go��

VERBALLY TAKE THEM ON A TOUR OF THE SMALL MUSEUM UPSTAIRS 
��h��h has �ee� tho��h��ll� la�� o�t��

THERE ARE PHOTOS ON THE STAIRCASE �What �psta��s loo�e� l��e p��o� 
to �e-a��a��e�e�t� the la��e ��st o� E�ast�s S�o� �as at the top o� the sta��s a�� people            

��e��e�tl� as�e� �� that �as the p�ophet� 
People as�e� the sa�e a�o�t the la��e 
po�t�a�t o� Je�s N�else�� The tho��ht �as 
to tell a�o�t �ho�� a�� �hat the       
p�o�ee�s sa� �he� the� ��st �a�e to 
Bl����

NATIVE AMERICANS- The p�o�ee�s ��st 
e��o��te�e� Na��e A�e���a�s� So� o�� 
�a��e A�e���a� ��spla� �s at the top o� 
the sta��s� NATIVE R��s- The ��� o� the 
�all �a�e ��o� Re�� s �a���� The ��� o� 
the loo� �elo��s to Ma��e Be�a�e�

SWING TREE photo- The Bl�� �es��e�ts p�t �p a s���� a�� 
�alle� �t the s���� t�ee� The� �et the�e �o� �h���h� 
�ee���s� s�hool a�� p�����s� It �as a pop�la� pla�e�

The GRAND PIANO �as �o�ate� �� Do�� a�� La���e Po�ell�      
�o��e� ���e�to�s�

Rich Murset photos.
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M��e�� H������ �� ���� ���� 

The NAVAJO RUG �� �he ��� ������ �� �he ��-�� �e����� �� M���e �e���e� �he ����e� ����� 
�e������ �he ���� �he ���� A� ������� �e ���� �� ���h �he �e��h���� �� ��� ������e� M� 
��� ��� �he ��e �h� ����h� �e �he ��� �� ���e� �he ����h� �e h�� �� �e��e ���� ��� 
����� ������� ���e ��� ���� �� �he ������� ���� �� ���e ���e�� �� ����� he�� �� ��� ���� 
��� ����he� ��� ��� M� ��� �h���h� �� ��� �he ��� �� ������� ��� ������� �he �e���e� �� 
���� he� e��e��e��e �� �e��� �� ���h�� �� ��e ��� �he� � ��� ���e�� � �����e� �� ����e �h�� 
�� ����� ��� ����� �he ���e�� � �����e� ������� �h�� �� ��� h���� ���� �e������ ���       
�e����e� �h�� ��e ���� �� �he �e������ �� �� � ��������� �h��� ��� h����� ��������e �e�e���� 
��� � ������� �� ���� ��� ���� �� ���� h��e ������ ����e���� ��� ��e�������

�he ���� �� he� ���������� ������e ��� ���e����e A ��� �� ��e� � ���e� �� ��� ��� �e��h����� 
�he ����� e������ �he ���h�� ��� ������ �� �� ������e� � ������� �ee� ���� ����e� ��� he��� 
�� �� ���e �� ��e �he� � �ee� ����e����� O�he� �h�� �h��� � ���� �ee� ������e �h���h��� ��� 
��� ����� �e����e �h���h�� �� ��� �h��� ��he����e� �e����� �� ���� �e������� �� �e� �he� 
� �e��e �� ��e��� �� �h���h��� The ����� �� �����e� ��� ��� � ���� �e��e� T��e� ���� HOZHO A 
���� �� �e����� �� �he ����e��� �� T�e�������������� ��e�e����� ��� M����e�� ����e� H��h ��h����� ���� ��ee�� e������ 

M���e h�� �ee� � �����e �� ���� ���� ��� ���� �e��� �� � ����h��� ��������� ��� ���e��� ������ �h�ee 
��e� �ee��� �� ��e�� �he �e��������� Ron Bateman photo.
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��e �ea����l �UIL� �a�       
�o�a�e� �� a� ����o��      
pe��o�� I� � all �a�� ���l�e�� 
��e�� o�� ��e �a���

��e �RA�ING PO�� ����� e�e���all� �e�a�e ��e �o-op 
a�� ��e ���L��IA��I�AL �ORN�R ���� ����� ���e� ��e 
p�����e� ��e������� ��e po���a���� 

A RUG MAKING LOOM �e�� N�el�o�� ��� ����op o� �l��.

��a���� ��o� ���� �� O���o    
�a���a���� Apo��le ��o� �a� 
�e�po�����l��� �o� p�o�ee�    
�ettle�e��� ���l����� �l�� �����

K��e� �o�e�� ���e�� �o 
Na��e A�e���a���     
�o���elo� �o  �e�� N�el�o��

Platte 
L��a��  
lea�e� 
���o��� ��e 
�ole �� ��e 
Ro��� ��a�e 
� �����o� 
p�e���e���

Rich Murset photos.
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FAMILY COLLECTIONS - �������� ��������� ��� ������ 
���� ��������� ������ ��� ������� ���������� 

�������� ���� M������������ ��� 
S�������

�������� ��� � ������ F��������

������� �������

Rich Murset photos.

O������� ��� ��� �� ������ C���� ������� �����
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P������ ������ ����������

P��� ��� ������ 
F�������� ������

H����� ������ ���� ����� ���� A�� ���  �������

WALL OF PHOTOS- �HA�L�S �OO��A� ������������ 
W�������� ������� �� ��� ���� ������� ��� ���������

Rich Murset photos.

312



�����������������������������������o���o���o��������.�
����������p����o���������o���������������������oo���������������o-op��o�������������������

��������������.���������������.�
���������������������o�����o��
���������o��������������������.

��p������������������o�����������o-op.

���������������������oop��������o���.

����������o������p��.

Rich Murset photos.
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Co-o����������o��Harper’s Weekly �������������������������������������C���������o�����������

������������o�����
����������o������
���o����oo��
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Rich Murset photos.
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�������s�����s���
���������������
����������������
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�������������t���
t�a�����s�a��s�
�������������a�
st��a������������
�����������������
���������a���ta��
s������t��st��a���
�����������t���a���
t������s�����s���
������������
����t���
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Rich Murset photos.

Jens Nielson home, 
shop &  missionary 
apartments.

Bluff Fort 

Bluff Fort  is across the street.
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Bluff Fort senior missionaries yearbook       
�o�ers ���� to �����
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Senior       
missionaries 
yearbook 
�overs ���� 
�o �����  

No books 
available for  
���� or 
�����
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Trip Advisor Reviews of Bluff Fort Historic Site 
 
Love this place, it needs to be more popular for sure. 
The place is amazing, the entrance is free, they offer you bathroom service, cold water (which is 
really needed during summer), free Wi-Fi, and an amazing place to visit and to enjoy the history of 
the people who lived there. 
PS: the people there are the most lovely people ever, super friendly. Claudio R. 
 
Interesting and educational way point between Moab & Monument Valley! 
An extremely interesting and unexpected stop! A great place to spend the afternoon. Helpful  
volunteers share the history of how the community was established and the houses and cabins 
there provide a real sense of how frontier life was. Many have been donated and restored by the 
families of original settlers. It’s like walking through living history! The baked goods are also  
wonderful and the shop has some lovely handmade souvenirs. 
Of note, some reviews mention the connection to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day  
Saints- while there is a connection, there was no proselytizing or any overt religious overtones to 
our experience there. 
 
More informative and interesting than originally thought 
Stopped by by accident as our accommodation was close by. It turned out to be a very interesting 
and informational excursion getting to learn about the hardships of the early settlers. Also, the kids, 
9 and 16, liked it not only for the gold panning and the ice cream/cookies. 
Very friendly personnel. Germany 
 
Beautiful and well worth a visit 
Came upon this place on a Sunday in July while passing through on a long drive. It was very hot, 
and we wanted to make a quick stop for our little dog to get out of the car. I saw that there was 
some beautiful grass inside the fort, and I asked the volunteer if dogs were allowed. I fully expected 
him to say no, but he said yes! So we had a lovely little break, and looked inside all the cabins.  
Really wish we'd had more time to soak it all in. It's a beautiful place that was very lovingly created/
restored. Well worth a visit. I hope to be back next year and spend more time. Texas 
 
Jewel in very small town. 
Visitor Center is part of this Site in the very small town of Bluff, UT. The staff members were       
excellent, very knowledgeable and engaging; the store was well stocked with really interesting   
historical and other items, and the authentic Fort structures, furnishings and original wagons and 
village items and related short movies were well worth the free visit! Well done! South Carolina 
 
Unexpected Suprise 
I wasn't expecting to come across this place but was pleasantly surprised. It was really interesting 
to see the ingenuity and lifestyle of the early pioneers. The displays are very well done. Some are 
re-creations and some are originals. I spent about an hour here, including time in the gift shop. 
Admission was free, if my memory is correct and is well worth the price. Also, first clean bathroom I 
came across in hundreds of miles! LOL! Canada 
https://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g56937-d1728160-r914704515-Bluff_Fort_HistoricSite-
Bluff_Utah.html#REVIEWS 
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Guest Register Comments 
Over ��� pages in the ���� guest book comments. Here is a small sampling:  
The Netherlands: On our way to Moab. Something attracted us to stop by. We 
had a great experience. Thank you!  
New Jersey Beautifully preserved and kept. I am a Decker! Now wondering if I 
am related to the Decker pioneers. Thank you!  
Alabama We will be back, God willing!  
Japan Best guest visitor center in the USA.  
Southern California Very nice! Best visitor center! Thank you  
Michigan Outstanding!  
England Stunning & very informative!  

Washington Best Stop!  
France Magnifique!  
Illinois This is a magical family-oriented place.  
Holland Respect for all pioneers. Not that long ago, but hard to imagine their 
life!  
Hungary We didn t expect to find this treasure!  
California Unplanned stop. Glad we made it!  
Spain Precious!  
Arizona A True Gem!  

Chicago Coolest place. We love Bluff Fort!  
Austria Awesome showcase of history!  
France Amazing! Feels like going back in time!  
Alaska Peaceful!  

Philippines It touched our hearts!  
 Australia Stumbled on this gem and loved it!  
Ireland Very interesting tale of endeavor for the Lord Jesus!  
Denmark A fine park- a little like being taking back to my childhood where I 
read Laura Ingalls Little House on the Prairie.  
Namibia Africa What a jewel along the way!  
Colorado This place is stellar!  
Florida We thought this would be a � second stop. We have been here an hour 
and a half. �In ����� 
Germany Favorite place in the world.  
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The Hole in the Rock pioneers inscribed We 
Thank Thee Oh God near the top of San Juan 
Hill as they neared the end of their journey.  Carl Ball photos Hole in the Rock looking from 

the top to Lake  Powell below.

Uncle Ben s Dugway.

Dance Hall Rock.Goosenecks. 

Places volunteers talk 
with visitors about.

Comb Ridge, a formidable obstacle to cross. 
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�o���� ���to�� o� ���� �o�t 

Balloons, Co-op & wagons.                                           Lamont Crabtree photo.

Missionary activity behind Co-op near the gold panning 
area. Garden squash in foreground. Photo by  Ron Bateman.

op & wagons.                                           op & wagons.                                           op & wagons.                                           op & wagons.                                           

Moonrise over the Fort. Bill & Tricia Spere photo.

Bluff Fort 
scenes through 

the years. 

Rainbow over the Fort. Bill & Tricia Spere photo.

Drone shot of the Co-op. Alan Peterson, Bluff Fort video photo.

Sunsets & 
moonlit 
night over 
the Fort. Carl Ball photos.
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Beautiful moonshot 
above Fort Co-op 
through the clouds. 

Brilliant sunrise above Fort Co-op. 

As part of their orientation to the 
area, new missionaries go on a 
Bluff City tour of the 1890’s homes 
built there. Shown in the photo is 
one of the elegant homes 
belonging to early settlers John 
and Emma Bayles Scorup. It was 
built in 1903-04 by Nick Lovelace 
and Ed Thompson.The University 
of Utah School of Architecture 
owned it in 2024 and housed 
architectural students there 
periodically. 

Rainbow over the chicken coop. Photo by Ted & Lisa Hill.
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����� �or� ����or�� ���e ���� �e��or �����o��r�e� memory book.
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