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Bluff Fort Historic Site of the Hole in the Rock Pioneers

In 1879-80, pioneers built a wagon road in southeastern Utah near the Four Corners area. They
were fulfilling an assignment from The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to establish a
settlement and nurture peaceful relations with the Utes and the Navajos. Their journey turned into
an ordeal of unparalleled difficulty as they spent six months blazing a route across some of the
most broken and rugged terrain in North America. This trail went through the Hole-in-the-Rock, a
crevice in the Colorado River gorge.

Upon their arrival in the San Juan area on April 6, 1880, they established a small community
called Bluff City. Their first dwellings were one-room, log cabins. The cabins were built closely to
each other to form the exterior walls of a fort in a hollow square. Security was achieved by everyone
living in close proximity to each other. The fort consisted of an open square, outlined by forty to
fifty cabins whose doors and windows all faced the center. A meetinghouse at the north end of the
fort was used as the church and school, and became the center of all social activity.

Only one of the fort’s log cabins survived. It was home to Harriet and Joseph Barton and their
eight children. It remains the only tangible reminder of early home life on the San Juan frontier.
Corinne Roring and the Letty Jones Foundation acquired the cabin from Gary and Sharon Guymon
and hired the removal of brush, weeds and tamarisk. During the first week of April 6-11, 1998, vol-
unteers from throughout the state convened at the cabin site. In one week’s time, one room of the
cabin was restored and the other rooms were excavated and preserved.

As volunteers worked to preserve the cabin, a dream and vision of founder Corinne Roring was
launched and extended far beyond the task at hand. Since that time, most of the Bluff City block
associated with the Barton cabin and the Bluff Fort has been acquired. The property was cleared; a
rip gut fence was built in 1998 in the southwest corner, and the Log Meetinghouse was recreated on
the site in 2002. The meetinghouse was constructed as authentically as possible. Its size, shape and
use of twisted cottonwood logs are the same as the original.

Next came a monument plaza, dedicated to the Hole-in the-Rock pioneers in 2005. Granite
slabs held in place with rock columns display the engraved names of each pioneer family who came
in those first years. Four years after the monument plaza was built, a statue of President John Tay-
lor was dedicated at the same location. John Taylor was the leader of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints who called the pioneers to settle the San Juan region.

Fourteen cabins were constructed in a square over a four year period from 2008 to 2011.
Descendants of the original pioneers funded and built the cabins in a tremendous undertaking. The
cabins are furnished with furniture and numerous antiques belonging to their forebearers.

A state road shed was purchased in 2003 and converted into a woodshop, mail receiving room,
and eventually a state of the art kitchen. The Utah Navajo Development Council building was
acquired in 2008 and used as the first visitors’ center. It was later used as the sewing and craft
center. A one-room, former Relief Society building was restored in 2010, as a reminder of the
charitable service of the local pioneer women. First class public restrooms were built in 2011. “Bus
tours, youth groups, families and other tourists who visit Bluff Fort today now enjoy a convenience
that was never imagined 140 plus years ago.” The restored Kumen Jones rock home, already onsite,
and a bowery added to the completeness of the Fort in 2018.

The crowning gem of Bluff Fort was erected as an exact replica of the original trading post. A
two-story, solid rock structure patterned after the 1890s San Juan Cooperative was built in 2013.
Corinne Roring proudly called it the “Shining Star of Southeastern Utah.” A Ute tipi, a Navajo
Hogan, a waterwheel (2016), and gold panning stream, 21 wagons, and other 1880 style museum
pieces enhance the modern fort. Over the years, generous corporate and individual donations ena-
ble the Hole in the Rock Foundation to continue operating the Fort.

Finally, volunteer missionaries began manning the Fort as full-time caretakers in 2013. They are
called by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints for periods of service varying from six
months to two years, and more. They are assisted during the busy seasons by volunteers from
nearby Blanding and Monticello, Utah, many of whom are descendants of the original pioneers.

Most importantly are the tens of thousands of visitors who come year-round to visit. They come
from all 50 states, Washington DC, and 85 plus countries internationally.
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Foreword

The story and legacy of the Hole in the Rock Pioneers will forever hold an important
place in the settling of the Great Basin and beyond. The faith, courage, and indomitable
spirit of this group of pioneers remains vibrant in the letters and journals that they left
behind.

Bluff Fort Visitors’ Center and the Hole in the Rock Foundation have given a place to
share these amazing stories showing Jens Nielson’s rallying cry for the Saints by having
plenty of “Stickie-ta-Tudy” through their determination and faith in God.

This group of 260 Mormon pioneers, blazed a trail across some of the most broken,
difficult terrain. They forged a wagon road that even today amazes those who retrace the
pioneers’ footsteps in the wilderness area of Southeastern Utah.

Their example of following a Prophet of God and “sticking” to the task shows their
indomitable pioneer spirit of settling the wild west of the late 19t Century.

Through their perseverance, the land was tamed, the economy flourished, and a more
peaceful relationship was developed with neighboring Native American tribes.

Due to the vision of Corinne Roring and other descendant “Hole in the Rockers,” the
time was right to recreate a canvas of cabins, historic buildings and additional exhibits
that bring to life their “Stickie-ta-Tudy.”

Miracles were wrought with the help of a creative board of directors, and then an army
of volunteers showing up at the Fort at just the right time.

Today, you can see the fruits of this all-volunteer group of modern-day pioneers who
have shown their true spirit as logs were laid, vegetation planted, and historic buildings
recreated. The spirit of the 1880’s comes to life as you enter the stone Co-op Store and
step back in time to engage yourself in the stories of faith, courage, determination, and
faith in Jesus Christ.

We hope all that come will be changed for the better; that the stories come to life for
you. We also hope you are able to gain just a little of their “Stickie-ta-Tudy” spirit when
life’s challenges come your way. We truly feel that because of them, not only descendants,
but all who come can increase their faith and determination to “Do Hard Things.”

We hope that as a result of our recording these efforts you will gain a greater belief in
miracles and how you can be a helper in God’s Kingdom here on earth. Our deepest
thanks go to all who gave their sweat and blood and a lot of financial backing to create
this living legacy to the San Juan Pioneers.

We hope that people from all over the world will continue to come and feel the sacred-
ness of Bluff Fort. Truly this ground was hallowed by the pioneers and again by all those
who gave of their time and talents to restore and create this amazing center for learning.

Grant Taylor
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written manuscript, guidance and input.
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asked, in a timely manner. He was an early and continual participant in the Fort development and
is referred to by Grant Taylor as the Fort historian. His contribution over the years has been
invaluable as noted in his history of the Barton Cabin and the Log Meetinghouse construction.

Erlene Taylor’s 2009 to 2013, thick photo albums, covering Bluff Fort development, add
visualization to the written word from that time period. Her husband Grant L. Taylor and his
brother Dell were the sign makers and cabinet painters for the Fort. Other volunteers are given
credit throughout the story.

Laurie Fifield gave valuable suggestions in the editing process. Her willingness to assist is
greatly appreciated. She and her husband Bryce were called as new directors as this history
project was being completed, so her attention turned in a new direction.

Many individuals willingly sent photos and written information. Some of them are Hugh &
LaRue Kirkham, Beverly Black, Cindy Embleton, Lamont Crabtree, Carl Ball, Fred May, Lisa Hill,
and Will Redd. Rich Murset took requested photos and aerial shots with his drone. Generally,
photos not credited were taken by Ron Bateman. Regrettably, many original photos were not
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books are captioned with identifying names. The best effort has been done to match faces with
individual photos provided in each booklet. Apologies are made to any who are left out or are
misidentified.

Mark Hancock of Family Heritage Publishers provided invaluable assistance in completing the
final product in terms of pagination, combining sections, formatting, cover design and first edition
printing.

Ron Bateman, Editor (Service missionary 2023-24)
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TIMELINE OF MODERN BLUFF FORT HISTORIC SITE DEVELOPMENT

The Hole In the Rock Foundation objective and mission is to preserve, per-
petuate, and promote the historical legacy of the Hole in the Rock/San
Juan Mission Pioneers.

The HIRF motto: The San Juan Pioneers accomplished the impossible
through unwavering commitment and devotion.

1978 The highway through Bluff was diverted, no longer passing directly north of the
old Bluff Fort site, but south of it instead.

1994 A search was conducted in the Bluff Cemetery by asking old-timers to identify
unmarked graves.

1995 March 25, Corinne Roring directed a volunteer cleanup of Bluff Cemetery.

1996 May, the covered wagon logo was approved for use on the Hole in the Rock trail.
It was designed by Lamont Crabtree and used as a logo at Bluff Fort.

1997 Corinne Roring successfully led a campaign to raise funds and purchase the Bluff
Pioneer Cemetery. 250—300 people attended a dedication on October 11th.

1997 Corinne Roring utilized the Letty Jones Foundation & other moneys to purchase
the Barton Cabin from Gary and Sharon Guymon.

1998 The Barton Cabin Restoration took place. After much time-consuming
preliminary effort by Corinne Roring, a host of individuals came to help April 6-11th,
including Graig Taylor, Lamont & Spencer Crabtree, Gary Guymon, Corinne & Craig
Roring.

1998 June, a ripgut cedar post fence was built on the southwest part of the Fort. Max
Dalton was in charge and taught volunteers how to build it.

2002 The construction of the Log Meeting house was accomplished.

2003 Old state road shed was purchased by Corinne Roring. It was eventually
remodeled into the Cowboy Cabin, a receiving room, a laundromat, a kitchen and a
woodshop.

2003 September 11, the historic San Juan River Swinging Bridge collapsed nearby.

2005, Bishop H. David Burton came to Bluff Fort to dedicate the first portion of
Monument Plaza. It was a cold, blustery April day and a crowd gathered for the
dedication and then quickly left.

2005 Larue Barton (later Kirkham) became involved in the Fort.

2005 The board of directors for the Fort included Graig Taylor, Lamont Crabtree,
Corinne Roring— president and official Fort gopher, Mike Roring and LaMar Helquist.
Carl McKay in Provo, Utah was the accountant for the first few years and would come
and help out once in a while at the fort.

2006 The Hole-in-the-Rock Foundation was incorporated as a 501 (C) (3) and the Bluff
properties were transferred from the Letty Jones Foundation to the newly established
Hole-in-the-Rock Foundation run by a board of directors.
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2006 Grant Taylor was invited by his brother Graig to become involved in the Fort.
Grant became a substantial contributor in many ways to the cause. In 2013, Grant was
quoted as stating “My eyesight is dim, but my vision is clear.”

2006 Graig and Grant Taylor led a Sons of the Utah Pioneers tour which focused on the
Hole in the Rock pioneers. The tour was impetus for several missionaries who later
served at Bluff Fort because of their impressions.

2007 The Hole in the Rock News featured an ad seeking individuals or families to help
with ground planting and site maintenance, and early 1880-1890 pioneer memorabilia
for display. Interested persons were to contact Corinne Roring in Monticello, Utah.
Also, a volunteer interior commercial designer to design and help build the new
interpretive center was sought, with L. Graig Taylor as the person to contact.

2007 Karl and LaRue Barton purchased the Jens Nielson home. The first couple of
years they came and stayed during the week, and then moved there full time in 2009.
Karl and LaRue were on the board of directors for the fort.

2007 October, the McConkie family came to Bluff; sprinkler system and trees planted.

2007 10 acres of land west of Bluff was purchased for Camp Stickie and later on a well
was drilled.

2007 Eighteen German wagons were donated by Gunter Liebich.

2007 Fun Fact: the first wedding was held in the restored Log Meeting house on Oct.
27th, 2007.

2008 HIRF purchased the “Kissing Hogan” (the UNDC or Utah Navajo Development
Council building).

2008 April 6, a fireside was given by Corinne Roring at Bluff Fort, commemorating the
pioneers arrival in Bluff on April 6, 1880.

2008 May, a wagon trip was made to Germany by the Graig and Grant Taylor to
procure wagons.

2008 May, the Hole in the Rock Foundation received a Federal Scenic By-ways grant of
$486,000 to be used in building a replica of the original co-op store thanks to the
efforts of Joe Hurst and Lynn Stevens.

2008 July 1st- The first visitor center was opened in the double hogan building, known
as the craft center. A video reenactment of the Hole in the Rock trek by Lamont
Crabtree was featured on a DVD played on a TV monitor. Tri-Hurst Construction was
hired to remodel it, including painting and put a bathroom in. They closed it in
October for the winter. LaRue Barton was the HIRF secretary and helped to keep the
Bluff Fort Welcome Center open. There were about 2,000 visitors that first year.

2008 The Log Meetinghouse roof was sagging so a center post was added.

2008 Dec, the first generous Sorenson foundation grant was approved for $150,000.
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2008 The HIRF newsletter advertised for volunteers. “Wanted: Enthusiastic couples or
singles who desire a life-changing opportunity to share the true life experiences of the
dedicated pioneers who founded Bluff in Southeastern Utah. Spend two weeks to six
months volunteering as guides at the Bluff Fort Visitors’ Center. Show the site to
tourists from around the world. Tell the stories of teamwork, sacrifice, cooperation and
faith which allowed these stout-hearted people to ‘accomplish the seemingly
impossible.” If you desire, there are also opportunities to garden, quilt, make rugs, and
assist with construction projects. This experience of service will touch your heart and
help you appreciate and understand the challenges your own ancestors faced during
the 1800’s.”

2008 In October, three cabins had been completed, including the James and Lucinda
Redd cabin, the Thales Haskell cabin, and the Amasa Barton blacksmith shop.

2008 Fall, a Ute Teepee, walkway, and a dirt-covered Navajo hogan were planned
according to a handwritten note intended for use in the Fall 2008 Fort newsletter.

2008 October 18th, a fireside was given by Joseph Fielding McConkie in the Log
Meetinghouse.

2009, the Lemuel H. Redd Jr. cabin was built in April, George Hobbs cabin in May,
and the Lymans (Platte, Walter, Joseph & Edward) and Perkins (Hyrum and Ben)
cabins were built in June. In October of 2009, unbelievably, three cabins went

up: Frederick Jones cabin; Samuel Wood cabin; and Parley Butt cabin. All were
finished in time for the dedication of the John Taylor monument Oct. 24. 2009.

2009 the HIRF website debuted January 1st. The new site featured an extensive image
gallery, detailed trail guides, video tours of Bluff Fort, and highlights of past service
projects.

2009 March through May, a Navajo hogan was built at Bluff Fort by Burand
Construction of Monticello, Utah at a cost of $10,481. Two older Navajo ladies
approved its’ construction as being built in the old traditional way and could be
accepted and blessed by a medicine man. The interior was decorated by a local Navajo
lady Mary Lou Harvey. Further consultation came later with Casey and Cecilia Lee Boy.

2009 New kitchen —“The cooks at the fort are excited about having a kitchen in one of
the truck bays in the old state road garage. There are two stoves, two refrigerators, and
three sinks! When we say ‘cooks” we mean you who come with your families for a good
time at the Fort. The kitchen doors open onto a wraparound patio with a new roof for
shade. The new roof was built in two days by volunteers like Mike and Rob Atkinson
who stopped to see the fort. They returned with hammers and gloves and worked
alongside Neal Roberts, Ned Hall, Jack Muterspaugh, and Dale & Jennie Major and
members of the Hobbs family. The heavy timbers and boards flew into place under Ron
Snowden’s supervision.” HIRF Newsletter, 2009



Modern History of Bluff Fort

2009 October, sod was laid in front of the Cowboy Cabin and near the Kumen Jones
home ruins. Professional sign painter Grant L. and Grant P. Taylor volunteered to do
the job. Grant L. Taylor also painted all the Fort signs with the assistance of his brother
Dell Taylor.

2009 Some 500 descendants and San Juan County residents gathered Saturday,
October 24th, under deep blue skies to join with Elder L. Tom Perry of the Quorum of
the Twelve in dedicating a bronze statue of John Taylor, the third president of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The statue was erected on the original site
of the fort. Accompanying Elder Perry was Utah Gov. Gary R. Herbert, who paid
homage to the political accomplishments of President Taylor. Beverley Sorenson and
the Sorenson Legacy Foundation donated the money to build the statue and she
unveiled it. After the dedication, Elder Perry, the Sorensons & others were treated to a
trip to San Juan Hill where they were told the story of Bishop Jens Nielson’s ox dying.
After they were served a lunch.

2009 HIRF received generous donations from George & Delores Eccles Foundation,
One Foundation, Inc., Redd Investment Corp., San Juan County Office of Tourism,
Sorenson Legacy Foundation, and the Utah State Office of Museum Services as well as
generous donations from individuals.

2010 New restroom facilities were started at Bluff Fort by Hurst Construction and
Redd Mechanical. Completed in 2011.

2010 March, the Relief Society building was refurbished.
2010 May- Charles Eugene Walton and Jens Nielson cabins were built.

2010 June 3, The first ever Trek was hosted at Bluff Fort. Over 280 participants from
the Blanding stake came. They performed service projects, trekked up and down San
Juan Hill, square danced, ate and held a fireside over the period of a few days.

2010 Ron & Lorraine Barton, Dennis & Lorraine Harvey, and Bill and Marilyn Moen
came and spent all summer doing electrical work while camping in their trailers, all on
the same little septic system.

2010 Grant and Nina Taylor, and Karl and LaRue Barton went to a trade show in
Denver to purchase items to sell at the fort. Prior to that, they had been selling a lot of
T-shirts, books, candy sticks and similar items.

2010 Steve Bronson was the Bluff Fort visitors’ center director. LaRue Barton worked
at the Fort the previous three years and two years following Steve.

2010 October 9-10, building rocks were cut into 7 inch thick slabs for the Co-op.

2010 October 29-31, the Deckers joined forces to honor their ancestors (James,
Cornelius, Nathaniel & Zachariah Sr. and Jr.) with a cabin building project.

2011 LaRue Barton served at the Fort again. One missionary couple came during
September and October.



2011 The fort went digital with its own Facebook page.

2011 On the morning of April 21st, construction began on the Hanson Bayles cabin at
the Bluff Fort.

2011 The little cabins at the Fort now had electricity thanks to Ron Barton and all
who assisted him. Fourteen cabins and a restroom facility had been erected in less
than four years.

2011 15,118 visitors from 29 countries and all 50 states visited the Fort from March
to October.

2011 The July Ensign Magazine contained two articles that highlighted the Hole in
the Rock experience. Elder Jeffery R. Holland captured the emotion of Belle and
Sanford Smith and the story of the “Last Wagon” in the article “Faith to Answer the
Call” on page 48. The second is an article by R. Val Johnson titled “Sand and Stone”
on page 40. He highlighted the trekking of three stakes along the Hole in the Rock
Trail in 2010.

2011 Construction began on the Co-op visitors center. Ground breaking for the Co-op
with Utah Governor Gary Herbert was October 12th.

2012 Elder Steven E. Snow authorized calling Church service missionaries to serve at
the Bluff Fort. The following year of 2013, twelve missionary couples came to serve at
the Fort.

2012 February 17, the Charles Redd Center for Western Studies at Brigham Young
University sponsored a symposium entitled “Charlie Redd Symposium.” There were
three presenters: Lamont Crabtree discussed the selection of a route for the trail,
Doug Major talked about the decision to take the difficult route, and David Carpenter
described life in Bluff.

2012 September Dick Jacobs comes aboard with amazing electronics skills. Gary
Cook wrote a script for a movie about the fort and introduced movie producer and
director Alan Peterson to Bluff Fort.

2013 “If These Walls Could Talk” was filmed in January, mostly in Cottonwood
Canyon near Bluff. Alan Peterson was the director. It was filmed during a six-day
period, other than a segment at the top of Hole in the Rock in June. Script by Gary
Cook.

2013 Ben and Mary McConkie Donaho donated an antique pump organ for use in the
Bluff Fort Co-op & Jack Powers made repairs to it.

2013-14 Frank and Elaine Rowley were Bluff Fort directors. They were called in late
2012.
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2013-2014 Bluff Fort HIRF (Hole-in-the Rock Foundation) Board Members - Corinne
Roring —President, Grant Taylor, LaMar Helquist, Mike Roring, Lynn Stevens, Steve
Jensen.

2013 February, Gary Spears built room divisions, stairs and laid pine flooring upstairs.
In March Jack Powers began installing interior cabinets at the Co-op.

2013 April, Grant and Dell Taylor painted Co-op fixtures. May 1st, a ribbon cutting
ceremony marked the official opening of the Co-op. June, ice cream machine was
donated. June, pine flooring laid.

2013 October 11, a spectacular copy of a painting by Farrell Collett entitled “The Hole
in the Rock” was installed in the Bluff Fort Co-op prior to dedication. It was donated by
Paul and Diane Redd.

2013, the San Juan Cooperative building was completed and dedicated on October
12th. Bishop Keith B. McMullin told Grant Taylor “to never get off your soap box about
the Fort.”

2013-2014, the Roring apartment complex and home was built to house missionaries
and to provide a gathering place for the missionaries to hold socials such as Family
Home Evening. During the winter, Vance Seeley added stones to the Co-op store.

2014 Wooden barrels were ordered.

2014 Elder Peter Evans of the First Council of 70 of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints visited the Fort.

2014 Camp Stickie was built.
2015 Gerald Lund and Corinne Roring gave missionary firesides.

2015-16 Dale and Beverly Black Bluff Fort were directors, winter & summer.
2015 Eagles nest office above second floor of co-op was constructed.

2015 June 15, Corinne Roring age 87 passed away. She was the founder of Bluff
Historic Fort and president of the Hole in the Rock Foundation.

2015 Oct 10, Elder Steven E. Snow of the First Quorum of Seventy & Church Historian
dedicated the monument to the second group of San Juan pioneers and gave a fireside.

2015 Shop expansion was completed. An air conditioner was added. A policies and
procedures handbook was developed. The highway cleanup was started. Showers and a
water tank were added to Camp Stickie.

2015- Board of Directors were LaMar Helquist, president, Mike Roring, vice president,
Donna Jensen, Steve Jensen, Stuart Matheson, Lynn Stevens, and Grant Taylor.

2016 Utah Senators Orrin Hatch and Mike Lee visited the fort on separate occasions.
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2016 “Taj-Ma Cluck” or the “House of Chickens” coop was built.
2016 A water wheel was built and installed.

2017 Quote in missionary yearbook- Albert R. Lyman, the “Old Settler” stated that ‘no
one enters the boundaries of the San Juan Mission by chance.” He said that everyone
who would come, would come to fulfill a foreordained purpose, no matter their race,
profession, or religion.

2016- Board of Directors were Lynn Stevens, president, Mike Roring, vice president,
Donna Jensen, Stuart Matheson, Grant Taylor, and Jed Lyman.

2016-17 Burnis and Lana Skinner served as Bluff Fort directors.
2017 Utah Symphony Concert performed in Bluff at Camp Stickie.

2017 Dick Jacobs built the new electronics to show all three Hole in the Rock movies in
various languages in both the visitors center upstairs and in the log meeting house.

2017 New countertop and cabinet additions in the Co-op were made by Jack Powers
and his son.

2017 The flagstone sidewalks were cemented in. They had been installed earlier by Boy
Scouts in sand.

2017 A new receiving room was built adjacent to the woodshop.

2017 Repairs were made to the water wheel and gold panning pumps.
2017-19 Jim & Vicki Orr were called as Bluff Fort directors.

2018 Teepee, picnic tables & benches, and the hogan were updated.

2018 Ruben Garnica designed and made new covers for the wagons and created the
stained-glass windows in the Kumen Jones home.

2018 The bowery was built. Elder Alan Pace, a retired commercial electrical contractor
was able to share of his talents and skills on the pavilion and Kumen Jones home
restoration. The Kumen Jones Home was completed, furnished and opened.

2018 Visit of Elder Dieter F. Uchtdorf of the Council of the Twelve Apostles of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in December.

2019 Two new displays were added with farm implements and the Holyoak wagon en-
campment. Farm implements were donated by Bluff resident Melvin Gaines. The dis-
plays were created by Leon Jones with help from the service missionaries.

2019 The brochure display cabinet was built.

Winter 2019-Summer 2021 Wayne and Cindy Embleton were Bluff Fort directors
during the challenging Covid 19 epidemic which required adjustments in personal dis-
tancing, opening and closing the Co-op and Fort, etc.

2019 Waterwheel bucket repairs were made using Trex wood.

11



Modern History of Bluff Fort

2021 The Hole in the Rock Foundation successfully applied for grant money to
remodel the Fort kitchen and add a new laundry.

2021 September 25, dedication of the Kumen Jones home restoration.

2021 Breakfast fundraiser was held for the Bluff Volunteer Fire Department, which
had become an annual event.

2021 Bluff Fort had an entry in the Founders Day Parade in Monticello. Service
missionaries Parrishes and Embletons rode in an iron-tired buggy, with a Bluff Fort
Visitor Center/Museum sign on it. Bluff Fort had entries several times prior to this in
local parades in Blanding, too.

2021 New state of the art kitchen and “Sweet Shoppe” addition was completed, and a
new laundromat was built under the direction and workmanship of Fred May and
Bruce Riches.

2021 Elder LeGrand R. Curtis of the Seventy visited Bluff Fort & spoke to the service
missionaries. He was director of Church historic sites.

2021 Elder Mitchell A. Smith passed away early summer while serving a mission at the
Bluff Fort Historic Site.

2021 The waterwheel was repaired, and a new design was used.

2021 October 22, senior service missionaries Dan Seegmiller and Ann McEuen were
married in the Log Meetinghouse.

2021 November, HIRF purchased the Jens Nielson property from LaRue Kirkham.
Property. The parcel of land included one of only three Bluff artesian wells.

2021 —22 Will and Peggy Redd were directors.
2022 Machine shop and storage room enclosed.
2022 Building of Apartment #5 was started on the Jens Nielson property.

2023 February, a Royal International RV was donated to HIRF by Ted and Jean
Demars for use as missionary quarters.

2022 Dump trailer was rebuilt and reinforced.

2022 Purchase of a laser woodburning, computerized system allowed professional
signs to be made using laser technology.

2023 February, Jack and Lorie Rasmussen were called as directors to begin serving
March 1st.

2023 A concrete sidewalk leading to the kitchen and a concrete extension in front of
kitchen patio was installed. Needed repairs were completed to wagon steps, staining
and sealing of windows and door frames of co-op, and repairing and artwork done on
photo-op display. All work was under the direction of Bill Hansen, missionary.
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2023 Community outreach programs of the Fort involved Adopt-a-Highway,
Fireman's’ Breakfast, and Friday Nights at the Fort. The missionaries also helped the
city with planning for crowds coming to watch the solar eclipse. There was a one-day
record of 453 visitors on the Fort to watch the eclipse. Later, the Fort missionaries
helped serve a free Thanksgiving meal at Twin Rocks Café with several hundred in
attendance.

2024 January- the Bluff Fort missionaries were assigned to the New Mexico
Farmington Mission as fulltime missionaries. The designation of service missionaries
would no longer apply to incoming senior missionaries.

2024 January 26th, Bryce and Laurie Fifield were called as Bluff Fort Fort directors to
begin serving March 1st.

2024 Several new, commercially made signs were installed around the Fort. They were
researched by Leon Jones and designed by Lamont Crabtree. Most were descriptions
of the cabin occupants.

2024 March, the San Juan Cooperative roof was re-shingled.
2024 April, a cement sidewalk and patio were installed at apartment #5.

2024 June, a beautiful video presentation was placed in the Relief Society building
honoring the legacy of the pioneer women of Bluff.

2024 A fully harnessed team of life-sized, horse statues was attached to a covered
wagon on the Fort.
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Corinne Nielson Roring Tribute

This is a tribute to our mother written by Corinne’s children: John, Janie, and Mike. We
recognize our mother as one of the key founders and developers of the restored Bluff Fort. She
was a visionary and passionate about Bluff from the time she was a very young girl. She never
let it go.

It started when she organized and raised money to save the Bluff Cemetery. Then the
opportunity to purchase the Barton cabin from Gary Guymon presented itself. With Gary’s
generous support Mom made the purchase with funds from her personal account and from the
Letty Jones Heritage Foundation of which she was the trustee. Mom told Mike that she had just
bought us a family cabin. Then took him for a ride to Bluff to see the tree-covered, dirt-covered,
and Tamarac-covered Barton cabin. Next came the log meeting house, the Cowboy Cabin, the
craft center, the hogan, the individual cabins, the blacksmith’s shop, the woodwork shop, the
Kumen Jones home, and the crowning jewel of it all, the Co-op Store.

No one will ever know how much time and money she invested in the Fort. She said the Fort
was our inheritance. For this, we are honored. For her, it wasn’t a sacrifice. She considered it
her calling. She wanted the amazing history of the Hole-in-the-Rock adventure and Bluff
settlement to be preserved and shared. Mom said, “The Fort must go on. Like the old Jens said,
‘We must go on whether we can or not. And if you have plenty of Stick-ity-tu-ity we cannot
fail.” If our children learn just those two things, then this Fort has been worth it.” Mom always
said, “When the time is right, it will happen.”

Miracles happened over and over again. Mom involved all of her family in this dream,
including grandchildren, and especially Mike and his son Craig. She wore out the road between
Monticello and Bluff, often loaded down with needed supplies. She was there for every cabin
building, every celebration, every feeding of volunteers, and every drip line set. Mom loved
greeting and helping every missionary she could. She was ALWAYS there working for the
benefit of the Fort. The Fort was her life.

It was not in our mother’s nature to take credit or be in the spotlight. She just wanted this
important history preserved so future generations would know of the sacrifice made by these
incredible pioneers. She was smart and savvy. She served on other foundation boards and knew
how they should operate. Mom was blessed with a keen business mind which helped in the
creation of the foundation with a board of directors that still exists today.

We will be forever grateful to all who served with her and who will serve in the future. If
we couldn’t find our mother, we knew she was in Bluff staying in the Cowboy Cabin. She was
often found working by herself cleaning up and walking around the Fort. We recognize many,
many other individuals who contributed tremendously so this dream could become a reality.

Mom never stopped. She finally had the opportunity to build a home across the street from
the Co-op, along with some apartments for her beloved missionaries. She just had to have a
place of her own in Bluff. In her later life, she would stay in Bluff to watch over what was
happening in this place she loved.

We thank all the directors and missionaries who “watched” over our mother. We knew when
she was alone in Bluff, she was in the hands of earthly guardian angels. Thank you for being
there. Bluff was a sacred place to her. We still feel her Spirit there and know she is watching
over her beloved Fort.
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The original Bluff Fort San Juan Cooperative. Charles Goodman photo.

The replica of the Bluff Fort San Juan Cooperative 2024. Ted Hill photo.
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CHAPTER ONE
Miracle of “When
the time is right,

it will happen.”

Corinne Roring Quote

here are small predatory bands of renegade Indian tribes who prey on

defenseless persons as well as lawless adventurers from among the whites.
We therefore deem it a matter of solemn prudence that temporary dwellings should
be in close proximity to each other, and where practical we would recommend that
you build in the form of a hollow square, and close up the spaces between your
dwellings with a stockade.” Erastus Snow September 5, 1880 San Juan Stake Records




Corinne Roring.

Corinne and John Roring. Corinne Roring photos.

Modern Bluff Fort

he idea of re-creating Bluff Fort began with Corinne Nielson Roring. As a young

girl she came to Bluff with her parents to visit relatives and to decorate graves on
Memorial Day. When just married to Johnny Roring, Corinne wanted to buy the old Bluff
School when it came up for sale in the early 1950’s. It had fallen into disrepair. The price was
only $3,000 she said, but you could buy a home in Blanding or Monticello for less than that.

Corinne’s father, Floyd Nielson, took her up to a bluff overlooking Bluff City. There he told
her she needed to make sure that the story of the “Hole in the Rock” pioneers was
remembered. Jens Nielson was her great-grandfather and she had always loved to hear the
stories of his and other’s faith and courage. She kept her eye on Bluff and waited for the time
to be right.

Corinne’s father told her when she was just young that he wanted to rebuild the fort, so
the seed for her dream was planted then. He owned the fields to the east of Bluff and she
spent her youth in Bluff, sometimes playing in the wreckage of the co-op building with
Dorothy Butt Hurst.

She said that the story of the Hole-in the Rock pioneers must be preserved and told so all
generations may know of their valiant sacrifice and obedience. She often quoted her Danish
grandfather, ‘If ve have plenty of Stickie-ta-tudy, ve cannot fail.” This was her mantra and was
embedded into her very soul. In her own words, her grandpa from the other side of the veil
pushed her to do this work, and probably helped many miracles happen. There have been so
many miracles in the restoration and building up of Bluff Fort, that there is no doubt that the
hand of the Lord had been in this project from the beginning.

Corinne later wrote “l have been possessed with Bluff Fort for so many years, and now to
see this little corner becoming the shining star of southeastern Utah is exciting and
wonderful. Now that | have a place of my own to stay, it is hard to leave or stay away from
Bluff.”
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In 2007 Corinne Roring related the beginnings of the Fort from her perspective: “When |
was a teenager, my summers always included riding the mail truck to Bluff with Dorothy Butt
(Hurst) and spending days at her home there. Every day we’d walk over cemetery hill to the
old swimming hole, and then explore the Bluff hills and visit people.

In the Barton cabin lived a quaint little woman named Mrs. Rappley. Her husband had come
to Bluff in the oil boom, years before. We were always welcome in her cozy cabin with the
muslin ceilings patterned from the rainwater that brought red dirt down from the rooftop.

Time moved on and took its toll on the old Barton cabin and the Kumen Jones house next
door. The brush and weeds and Tamarisk grew so tall that only a small portion of the cabin
could be seen. In fact, most of the block seemed to grow lots of weeds and wait silently for a
purpose. No serious activity seemed to occur there for years. It was being preserved, waiting.

The silent perseverance of the old Barton cabin was rewarded when Gary and Sharon
Guyman acquired 3/4 (editors note just 1/2) of the town block with the aim of preserving the
site of the old Bluff Fort. Next, | entered the story, acquiring from Gary and Sharon the Barton
cabin lot. Finally came the boys from up north, Graig Taylor, LaMar Helquist and Lamont
Crabtree who helped restore the cabin. By the time the project was completed, complete with
signs and a picture bulletin board, the group had acquired a fever of Fort restoration, Graig
said “Now what Corinne?” And | replied, “The log meeting house of course.”

This proved to be a bigger job than we had anticipated. Where could we find the Cotton-
wood logs, let alone the money to pull it all together? Gary Guyman suggested using dead
cottonwoods from the old irrigation ditch near Blanding, but heavy timber equipment and
expertise were necessary to move them. David Kimmerle, a great- great grandson of Bishop
Jens Nielsen was prepared for the undertaking. He cut, sawed, and hauled the heavy logs to
Bluff. He repeated this operation four times. The next challenge was building with crooked
logs. A Canadian old timer, who had just happened to be visiting the area, knew cabin
construction. From a single picture, the great old meetinghouse was reconstructed right down
to the dirt roof and the bell. What had originally cost the settlers mostly time and labor, cost
us $85,000. We had restored the cabin and rebuilt a meeting house, but what about the early
Bluff Fort inhabitants themselves?

How could we preserve the story of our hearty pioneer ancestors who came in 18807 in
2004 a granite monument to honor the Hole in the Rock trekkers was built. It was dedicated
by LDS Presiding Bishop H. David Burton amid some of the worst weather I’d ever experienced
in BIuff. It gave us an added appreciation for the elements the pioneers endured. The
monument was built totally from donations from friends and descendants. Like them, it is
solid and beautiful. Curtis Jones, Norman Nielson, Mike Halliday and their wives spearheaded
that drive.

The next fort project will be our biggest undertaking yet—to rebuild the stone Bluff Co-op
store as an interpretive site and visitors’ center. It is anticipated that this will cost half a million
dollars. Last year (2006) 5,000 visitors signed in at the little fort, and many indicated a desire
for added historical preservation and history of the area. We will meet that request.

From the very beginning the Fort dream has been challenging, exciting and scary as the
amount of money needed grew larger and larger. Then the feeling would come, don't worry,
keep planning, and when the time is right, it will happen. This Bluff Fort is meant to be. Come
visit the Fort and beautiful Bluff. Once the red sand gets in your blood, you will return again
and again. | guarantee it. (Corrine N. Roring, Hole-in the Rock News Volume 1, Summer 2007)
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Joseph Barton Cabin
before restoration.
Corinne Roring told her
family to come to Bluff
for the weekend. She
had purchased a cabin.
“Bring your shovels!”
she exclaimed.
Corinne Roring photos.

Our Preservation Prgject - - The Barton Cabin ...
The oldest remaining structure of the "Old Bluff Fort
Built of uneven twisted cottonwood logs. ajoined at the

corners with a saddle notch. Gaps between tiers were filled
with wood chips and mud chinking. Pegs augered into the
walls near the window openings prevented lateral movement
The roof is willow branches woven and covered with sod

(Clyde Barton picturel

Corinne Roring and her grandson Craig spent nearly every birthday of his for the first 18
years of his life working on the fort. The Barton cabin was hidden in tamarisk, trash and
mounds of blown sand. The roof was nearly collapsed from the weight of heavy sand. It was
felt that the roof would cave in more than it already was if an adult got on it. Craig was light
weight enough that he was designated to go on top of the cabin where he loaded sand and
dirt, one bucket at a time and handed it to Corinne down below. So He learned how to work
hard even at the young age of six. He carried bucket after bucket off the roof. Corinne said
“Craig was so exhausted every day, that she would hurry and get him showered off, feed
him and then many times had to carry him and put him in bed. When the roof was stabilized
and new dirt placed on it, Craig got back up one more time to place local ‘cliff flower seeds’
on the roof to grow (shown on page 32).

Craig’s father Mike said that when the Log Meetinghouse was being built, twelve year old
Craig would sometimes stay up until four in the morning, cutting expanded metal sheets for
use in adhering the exterior rock to it. His hands were cut and bleeding but he stuck with it
as long as he could. Craig left his mark at the Fort also.
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As the Fort development progressed Corinne wrote “It is fun to see the Fort buzzing with
projects and people coming from all countries. What a joy it is seeing the effect it has on the
visitors. The fort has a destiny! A purpose! Travelers are finding our corner and the word
travels.” Her only disappointment was, ‘Now when all the fun starts, | got old.”

Installing a rip-gut fence at the
southwest corner of Bluff Fort.
Leon Jones and Max Dalton were
some of the fence builders. Max was
in charge. Corinne Roring photos.

A rip-gut fence was envisioned early G : 3| :H: :uie R
on by Corinne Roring . It was e 2= Y SN
constructed in June 1998 on Bluff
Fort’s south and southwestern
boundaries.

Many of the miracles that happened in the development of the fort occurred because of
individuals and families who became intimately involved. Lamont Crabtree is one of those
remarkable individuals. He created a document regarding the Barton Cabin.

The following 17 pages provide an excellent pictorial description with regard to the
Barton cabin entitled “The Barton Cabin Preservation and the Initial Development of the
Bluff Fort Historic Site” by Lamont Crabtree.

20



The Barton Cabin Preservation and
The Initial Development of the Bluff Fort Historic Site

When visiting the Bluff Fort Historic Site, one walks on ground made sacred by the trials,
conviction, and faith of those who made great sacrifices to reach this place and make it their
home. Visitors from near and very distant lands have commented on the special feeling they
have felt here. The difficulties encountered by the pioneers, as they blazed their path to Bluff,
are unmatched in the annals of pioneering history as are many of the trials faced in making a
home in such a barren land.

North-Looking View

This summary was written by Lamont Crabtree. The information was derived from recorded interviews of Corinne Roring in
2013, Graig Taylor in 2019, and Gary Guymon in 2019, records in the San Juan County Recorder's Office in Monticello, Utah,
and Lamont's journal. All photos are by Lamont Crabtree unless otherwise noted. Compiled May 2022 - Revised February 2024
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The circumstances surrounding the preservation of the Barton cabin in Bluff, Utah, and
what it has developed into is no doubt "providential" as Corinne Roring frequently put it.
The coming together of key people at precisely the right time was more than happenstance
or mere coincidence. This continues today with the volunteers who give of their time and
talents to share the legacy of the San Juan pioneers.

Joseph Barton cabin prior to the preservation work, late 1980s

Key Participants in the Preservation of the Barton Cabin and the Initial
Development of the Bluff Fort Historic Site

Gary Guymon July 1991 Lamont Crabtree, Graig Taylor, Corinne Roring
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The Barton Cabin, Neglected and Left to Deteriorate - A Tragedy or a Blessings?

Considering the number of owners of the cabin during the first half of the 1900s, it is amazing
that it was not torn down to make way for something new. As far as | have been able to deter-
mine, the cabin was left abandoned since the late 1940s. | recall that in the 1970s, the sod roof
and walls of the south cabin rooms were still intact and in reasonably good condition. Those of
us who knew of its historical significance were frustrated over the property's neglect. However,
if the cabin property had been sold during this time, it likely would have been torn down and re-
placed by a home or business, and the opportunity to create the Bluff Fort Historic Site would
have been lost.

Barton Cabin Ownership Record: *Owners who lived in the Barton cabin

1880 - Pioneers began building cabins on the Bluff Fort block.

*1884 - Pioneers moved onto designated town lots.Joseph Barton's lot was on the SW corner of the fort block.
*1902 - Joseph Barton was issued a (homesteading) grant deed for his lot. Block 2, Lot 2

*1919 - Morgan A. Barton (Joseph's son) acquired the property.

*1921 - Joseph F. Barton reacquired the property.

*1927 - Karl S. Barton (Joseph's oldest son) acquired the property. Joseph had
diedin1926. 1927 - Julia Butt (Jens Nielson's daughter) acquired the property
and immediately sold it.

*1927 - Adelbert (Del) Raplee
*1934 - Harriet Putman Raplee (Adelbert Raplee's wife) inherited the property at his passing.

*1936 - David Putman Miller (Harriet Raplee's son) inherited the property at his mother's passing.
*1940 - Frances Lillie Miller (David's wife) inherited the property at her husband's passing.

1948 - Albert E. Watkins acquired the property. Albert owned/operated the Watkins Gas Station in
Provo, Utah. In 1956 - The Carter Qil Co. purchased most of the block.

1963 - H.Von Watkins (son of Albert E. Watkins) purchased Lot 2, 3, and % of Lot 4. 1989 - Ernest C.
Watkins inherited property at the passing of his brother H. Von Watkins.

1990 - Ervin R. Guymon purchased Lots 2, 3, and 2/3 of Lot 4 as well as 220 acres in the Cottonwood Canyon

north of Bluff from E.C. Watkins.
1990 - Gary and Sharon Guymon purchased lot 2 and 3 and 2/3 of Lot 4 from Gary's father Ervin.

1997 - Letty Jones Foundation acquired Lot 2 (Barton

F= ~, cabin & the southwest corner of the block).

arecs | Jones corner) & 2/3 of Lot 4.

Lot 3 2006 - The Hole inthe Rock Foundation was
Lot 4 i 5Bn-¢ incorporated. The property was transferred from the
Kumen Lot —| Letty Jones Foundation to the Hole in the Rock
Foundation.
C

Axd 5 Rods=

Guymon Property Purchase

Additional Property Acquisitions
A original site of the pioneers' co-op - now the site of the R.S.
building
Lot 2 B state highway shed - now the shop and kitchen
Ba rton LOt LOt 1 C hogan building - now the craft center

Present Historic Site Boundary

A 2000 - Letty Jones Foundation acquired Lot 3 (Kumen
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1975 - The Barton Cabin Pulled at Heart Strings

In 1975 several unusual circumstances resulted in my parents and | (Lamont Crabtree) seeking
lodging at Recapture Lodge in Bluff, Utah, where we connected with Gene Foushee, the lodge’s
proprietor. Gene answered many of our questions about Bluff. Since that night (47 plus years ago),
| have been driven to search out and document the Hole-in-the-Rock Trail and all aspects of the
pioneers’ journey to Bluff.

My great-grandparents Sarah and James Riley were Hole-in-the-Rock pioneers. Whenever my re-
search brought me near Bluff, | spent time at the Barton cabin. It was all that was left of the original
Bluff Fort. This was a very special place to me. This was a very special place to me. The cabin
pulled at my heartstrings. | soon learned that | was not alone in these feelings and interests.

U v Vg g X ;f,

Corinne Roring photo - B T, 8 0%

East breezeway entrance after the roof collapsed, May 1998.

North-looking view of the southeast room after the roof collapsed, 1980’s.

Southwest room after the roof collapsed, 1980s
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Northeast corner of the Barton cabin showing remnants of the kitchen addition. After purchasing
the cabin, Gary Guymon cleared the tamarisk and sagebrush to minimize the fire hazard.

1990 - Gary Guymon - A Miracle Acquisition of the Barton Cabin

Blanding residents Gary and Sharon Guymon were very interested in making sure that the Barton cabin was
preserved. At the encouragement of Sharon, Gary researched and found the owner, Harrison Von Watkins, who
at that time was living in a rest home in Provo. Gary never had the opportunity to connect with Mr. Watkins.

In 1990 Gary attended a lecture on rock art at the Edge of the Cedars Museum in Blanding. During a break, a
couple from St. George asked the presenter about the location of Bluff. The lecturer turned to Gary and asked
him if he could answer the couple's questions. Gary then learned that he was talking with Ernest Watkins and
his wife. Ernest had inherited the Barton cabin and Kumen Jones property from his brother Von. Gary gave
them directions and said to them, "You don't want to sell it to just anybody. That's an important part of our
history here in San Juan County." The couple then departed.

Gary was teaching at San Juan High School in Blanding at the time. Early the next morning, Gary needed to go
to the high school. Being a Sunday, it was very unusual for Gary to go to the school, but he had some crucial
tasks that had to be taken care of before Monday morning. As Gary approached the high school at sunrise,
he noticed an RV on the corner south of the school with a couple who were looking at a map. It was the same
couple he had met the day before. Gary once again asked them to not sell the property to just anyone be-
cause of its historical significance. Gary gave them more directions and connected them with his father,
Ervin, who lived in Bluff. Ervin showed them their property.

Unbeknownst to Gary, when the Watkins put the property up for sale, both he and his father were bidding

against each other. Upon learning this, Gary dropped out. Gary’s father, Ervin purchased property and then sold
it to Gary and Sharon.
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1991 - Lamont Crabtree Connected with Gary Guymon

In 1991, | met Gary Guymon at a Hole-in-the-Rock commemoration event. | was thrilled to
learn that he had recently acquired the Barton cabin and wanted to preserve it. That summer |
took Darrell Best, a contractor friend, to Bluff to brainstorm with Gary concerning the possible
restoration of the cabin.

1993 - Graig Taylor Connected with Lamont Crabtree

In learning of my trail documenting and interpretive projects, Graig Taylor, a descendant of Hole-in-
the-Rock pioneer George Hobbs, offered to assist. Gary Guymon assisted us with many trail marking
and interpretive projects, which provided many opportunities to visit the Barton cabin and discuss
Gary’s vision for its preservation.

Graig Taylor and Lamont Crabtree Connected with Corinne Roring

A few years later, Graig Taylor and | connected with Corinne Roring, a descendant of Jens
Nielson. At the time Corinne Roring was involved in the San Juan County Historical Commission.
This commission keeps and collects historic photographs and documents pertaining to San Juan
County's history. Corinne was keenly interested in and supportive of our trail efforts and allowed
us to scan all of the Bluff photographs in the commission's holdings.

Corinne was also the trustee of the Letty Jones Heritage Foundation. This foundation was created
to utilize the assets of Letty Jones, a Monticello resident, who wanted her assets to be used for
educational, local heritage, and wildlife projects at her passing. As trustee, Corinne oversaw a
number of historic and educational projects

1997 - The Guymon's Transferred the Barton Cabin to the Letty Jones Heritage Foundation

For seven years Gary and Sharon continued to cover the bank loan payments to ensure that the
Barton and Kumen Jones properties and historic dwellings were preserved. The Guymons hoped
to renovate the Barton cabin and develop the historic site, but lack of funds hampered their
dream. In November 1997 the Guymons sold the Barton cabin/Lot 2 to the Letty Jones Heritage
Foundation. In doing so the Guymon's donated 1/3 of its value to the foundation.

In addition to funds from the Letty Jones Heritage Foundation, Corinne generously utilized her
personal funds throughout the fort's development. (Editor’s note: In buying the cabin, Corinne
wrote two checks initially; one from the foundation and one from her personal account.)

Corinne had a keen interest in Bluff
and its history. As a young girl,
Corinne stood on the cliffs
overlooking Bluff with her father as
he expressed his wish that the old
fort could be restored. Graig Taylor
and | were the newcomers. Corinne's
passion and dream for the site and
Gary and Sharon Guymon's involve-
ment in initially acquiring and
preserving the cabin is what made it
all possible.

(Editor’s note. Corinne cleared and
worked cleaning weeds long before
the group came together for the week-
long restoration as described on the R BTG choto
next pages. Galen Headley helped

Corinne haul debris and weeds during Corinne with her husband John at the west entrance of the Barton cabin,
that early process.) March 22,1998, two weeks prior to the beginning of the renovation work.
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1998 - The Barton Cabin Restoration / Preservation (After much pre-preparation by Corinne.)

On Monday, April 6, 1998, Corinne Roring, Gary Guymon, Graig Taylor, Keith Munk, contractor Darrell
Best, myself, and a few of our friends and family members went to work on the cabin. Seeing our activity,
locals such as Gene Foushee came and helped throughout the week. We even had a local river guide show
up. Before the end of the week, twenty-one people had helped with the project.

g k YT B a8
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Corinne Roring Photo From left to right, Lamont Crabtree, Brad Best, Spencer Crabtree, Darrell Best, Patrick Haskins (red shirt)? Craig Roring.

What appeared to be a small cellar near the kitchen and adjacent to the At the northeast corner of the cabin was a framed kitchen, which
northeast corner of the cabin's back room had collapsed, causing the northeast wasa later improvement. Due to its condition, it was removed.
corner of the cabin to sink.To correct this, the corner of the cabin was lifted up The kitchen had a cement floor that we covered with dirt. We also

and the cellar/depression was backfilled. found a pipe for indoor water.

After removing two plus feet of dirt/ debris from the collapsed sod roof and decades of blown sand, wood floors were
revealed. Wood floors would have been a later improvement. The pioneers' originally had dirt floors. Keith Munk photos
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New logs for the roof were harvested from Cottonwood Can-
yon north of Bluff. The new logs were covered with a layer of
straw, a rubber membrane, tar-covered sheet metal, and dirt.

The original sod roof on the northeast cabin room was still
mainly intact, but due to its condition, it was completely
removed.

Construction of a New Roof over the Breezeway and North Room.

Gary Guymon, with the assistance of Graig Taylor, spent days harvesting new cottonwood logs/limbs
from Cottonwood Canyon north of Bluff. These logs/limbs, rangmg in diameter from two to three inches,
were placed adjacent to each other, spanning the S,

distance between a center beam and an outer wall.

After being anchored in place, the logs/limbs were
covered with straw, a rubber membrane, and sheet
metal that had been coated with tar. The sheet metal
was then covered with two to three inches of soil. :
Hefting the soil onto the roof was accomplished with the |
hired help of Galen Headley (then the owner of the
Cadillac Ranch RV Park in Bluff) and his backhoe.

Galen Headley's backhoe and skills also proved
invaluable in raising the sunken corner of the back of

e iies ¥

The remnants of the breezeway ceiling/roof prior to its renova-

tion. Note the opening for a stove pipe to the left of the door. The breezeway ceiling after renovation.

Keith Munk photos with the exception of Galen and his backhoe, which were provided by his daughter Pamela Yearous.
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In six days, we removed the remaining sod roofs and the kitchen addition, cleared out two feet of
debris and blown sand from the floors, shored up the walls, dug down to the cabin's stone founda-
tion and backfilled it with gravel, and partially excavated and shored up the walls of the water well.

Exposed sandstone
foundation.

Graig Taylor’s daughter Kristin (in photo left of cabin) and her friend Bengte Evenson spent their college break working on the cabin.

Several unexpected finds were unearthed during the project including the water well, wood floors, and foundations
comprised of large sandstone rocks. To minimize future water damage to the bottom logs, dirt was removed from
the sandstone foundation. The foundation was then backfilled with coarse gravel. Considering the number of log
cabins the pioneers had to construct, hauling so many large stones and harvesting so many cottonwood logs would
have been a monumental undertaking.

The remnants of the water well prior to its excavation. e Well was partially restored using its original stones.
For safety reasons, the well was only excavated down

about three feet. Pioneer journal entries indicate that
they obtained good water at 16 feet.

Keith Munk photos.
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Restoration and Historic Site Development Coincides with Bluff Founders' Day
The date of April 6th to begin the restoration project was chosen based on the beginning of school
spring break to accommodate the school students who came with us. However, in looking back on
it, what a fitting day to commence the work that would preserve and begin the Bluff Fort Historic
Site. It was on or just prior to April 6, 1880, that most of the Hole-in-the-Rock pioneers arrived in the
Bluff valley. Jens Nielson designated this date as the formal Bluff Founders' Day to coincide with
the 50th anniversary of the organization of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. When
we began the cabin renovation, | don't think any of us realized that we were commencing the pro-
ject on Bluff's Founders' Day.

Craig Roring and Graig Taylor assisting Keith Munk in preparing a pancake
breakfast for the volunteers. Keith Munk, a friend of Graig's from Logan,
Utah, was famous for his scout camp, church events, and community
breakfasts. A year earlier he served his pancake breakfast in Blanding in
conjunction with the Salvation Knoll interpretive site dedication events.

From left to right, Keith Munk, Graig Taylor, Spencer
Crabtree, Lamont Crabtree, and Corinne Roring.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Blessing

The following experience was recorded in
my (Lamont Crabtree's) journal.

"Near the end of the week, the thought kept
coming to me that it would take Divine
intervention to keep it [the Barton cabin]
from being burned or damaged by vandals
and that a prayer would be appropriate.
Before departing Bluff for our home- towns
at 7:00 a.m. [Sunday morning April 12th], we
gathered everyone [who was still in town] in
the restored cabin room, where we knelt
and offered a prayer. | will never forget this
experience. | do not know what the future
holds for this site, but | will always be
grateful for the experience of feeling what |
did every time | visited it and for the
opportunity of seeing firsthand the humble
homes of the San Juan pioneers and the
experience of working on the cabin with my
son Spencer and good friends."
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In one week, the cabin went through an amazing transformation considering the condition it was in before we started.

Why are the logs of the Barton cabin the color they are today? As seen in these images, the old cottonwood logs had a very
light brownish-gray color. Years after the renovation of the cabin, a paint company donated a barrel of wood preservative. We
were unaware, until it was applied, that the preservative contained a dark stain that was quickly absorbed by the dry logs. Thus,

we ended up with a better preserved but darker-colored cabin.

E
.
z

First winter following the renovation work. Note the pioneer-style rip-gut fence in the background. This was one of Corinne's first
additions, which was directed by Max Dalton. Years later after the fort site was further developed, Connie & Garda Nielson and
family built the two & three rail pole fence that surrounds the balance of the fort property today.
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1 Craig Roring, 2 ?, 3 ?,4 ?, 5 Graig Taylor, 6 ?, 7 Gary Guymon, 8 Patrick Haskins, 9 Corinne Roring,
10 ?, 117, 12 Darrel Best, 13 Lamont Crabtree, 14 Spencer Crabtree, 15 Brad Best. Missing from the
photo: Bengte Evenson, Gene Foushee, Gene Headley, Keith Munk (who was taking the photo), a river
runner, and Kristin Taylor. Numbers 3, 4, 10, & 11 were members of a family who spent their vacation
helping, names unknown.

Corinne Roring - Weed Removal, Cleanup, and Ongoing Maintenance

Clearing tamarisks, sagebrush, and weeds from the property was a never-ending task for
Corinne that began upon her acquiring the property. Corinne hired Galen Headley with his
backhoe and men to clear the brush and tamarisk from the entire lot and haul them away. Galen
hauled away many truckloads from the site. Corinne and other volunteers gathered the rest of
the debris and weeds and burned them. This made the cabin more accessible for the crew that
came in April.

Upon the departure of the volunteers in
April, Corinne had the monumental task
of removing large mounds of old sod,
roof logs, and the removed kitchen walls,
as well as large mounds of dirt and
debris removed from cabin rooms and
foundations. Corinne also had the
ongoing task of removing weeds that
continually flourished on the barren
ground.

A few months following the
renovation work, Corinne's
grandson Craig Roring spent part
of his 8th birthday collecting
wildflower seeds and planting
them on the Barton cabin roof.
Gary Guymon assisted by hand,
carrying dirt up a ladder in a
bucket. Young Craig, who was
from Orem, spent many weeks
each year assisting his

grandmother Corinne.
Corinne Roring Photos
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Acquisition of the Kumen Jones Corner/Lot 3 and the Formation of the Hole-in-the-Rock Foundation

In January 2000, three years after the Barton cabin purchase, Gary and Sharon Guyman sold the
Kumen Jones corner/Lot 3 to the Letty Jones Heritage Foundation. Once again, the Guyman's

donated one third of its value.

In 2006 The Hole-in-the-Rock Foundation was incorporated, and the property was transferred from

the Letty Jones Heritage Foundation to the Hole-in-the-Rock Foundation in 2007. Corinne Roring
was the new foundation's president. Early board members included Mike Roring, Graig Taylor,
LaMar Helquist, LaRue and Karl Barton, Cleal Bradford, and Lamont Crabtree.

The Log Meetinghouse

The reconstruction of the Log Meetinghouse was another significant "right person at just the right

time" event. About one and a half years following the Barton cabin preservation, Graig Taylor, Hole

-in-the-Rock Foundation treasurer, had secured enough funds for the reconstruction of the Log
Meetinghouse. Using old photographs and histories, we were able to estimate its size and
determine its features and position relative to the Kumen Jones home.

Wanting to make it as authentic as possible required cottonwood logs. Concerning this, Corinne

Roring recorded, “This proved to be a bigger job than we had anticipated. Where could we find the

cottonwood logs ...? Gary Guymon suggested using dead cotton-

woods from the old irrigation ditch near Blanding, but heavy timber

equipment and expertise were necessary to move them. David
Kimmerle (a great-great-grandson of Bishop Jens Nielson) was

prepared for the undertaking. He cut, sawed, and hauled the heavy
logs to Bluff. The next challenge was building with crooked logs. A
Canadian old-timer, who just happened to be visiting the area, knew

cabin construction."

The Canadian who came to the area and connected with Corinne
Roring at just the right time was Ray Wrigget. Ray knew how to
construct a large log structure and also knew pioneer construction

techniques. Joe Hurst, the general contractor for the project, and his

crew did an amazing job. Ray advised and assisted on all aspects
of the construction. Not long after the completion of the meeting-
house, Ray moved on. Years later Joe Hurst and his crew once

again did a remarkable job in constructing a replica of the pioneers'

stone co-op store.

The moat convinging avidesce ' the
BquUNisg off o plsing of the setaite of
e he oy .

Kuman Jones hame looking east

The above document (created in 1999) summarizes how the meetinghouse dimensions, and its position were determined from old
photographs, drawings, and historic references to the length of an extension that was added to the meetinghouse in the early 1890s.
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Log Meetinghouse Replica Construction

David Kimmerle harvesting and shaping cottonwood logs forthe ~ Ray Wrigget and Joe Hurst's crew securing logs with dowels (wood
meetinghouse. Finding enough cottonwoods was a major challenge.. ~ stakes) as the pioneers did.

From left to right: Harrison Carter, Robert James, Ray Wrigget, and Eddie Kee. Ray Wrigget, Brian Hawkins, and Harrison Carter

Harrison Carter, Ray Wrigget, and Robert James Ray working on the finishing touches. ~ Contractor Joe Hurst and Ray Wrigget.

Whenever a log does not span from corner to corner due to a window/door opening or because the log is not
long enough, it must be secured to the log below it. In modern day cabin construction, this is accomplished with
steel rods. Ray followed the pioneers' method of drilling a hole through adjoining logs and driving a dowel
(wood stake) through the hole to secure the logs in place. (See top right images). This method can be seen
throughout the Barton cabin rooms. This process of drilling and driving a stake was repeated about 200 times
during the construction of the log meetinghouse. Corinne Roring Photos
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Early Key Participants

Gary and Sharon Guymon

Without Gary and Sharon’s desire and sacrifice to se-
cure the property, the Barton cabin would likely no long-
er exist, and there would be no Bluff Fort Historic Site.
Their foresight and sacrifice made it all possible. In
looking at the documents transferring the property
ownership, their desire to preserve the site is very evi-
dent. They contractually stipulated that the structures be
rehabilitated and that nothing would be done on the
property “that would be incompatible with the historic or
architectural character of the site....” Gary worked on
the cabin restoration and even harvested the logs for the
new sod roof from his own property. | have never met
anyone who could work as hard as Gary. It would take
at least three men to match his work pace. Gary has
also assisted with trail research, interpretive sign
installations on the trail, and reenactment filming.

Corinne Roring

From the day she obtained the Barton cabin and throughout the
rest of her life, Corinne dedicated herself to the development of the
Bluff Fort Historic Site. During its initial years, she staffed it by
herself and at times recruited volunteers from Blanding and
Monticello. She spent countless hours and made an untold number
of trips between her home in Monticello and Bluff. She worked
tirelessly promoting the fort and coordinating volunteers and .
contractors. She would remind all of how the circumstances of each [* s - ST—
project were providential and that "When the time is right, it will T —— ne -
happen." The construction of the co-op replica/visitors’ center was end of the renovation work, April 1998
her crown jewel project, the culmination of her dream. ;

Thanks to Corinne's personal donations and funds from the Letty
Jones Heritage Foundation, she was able to acquire additional
property and make numerous improvements. Her personal touches
in the fort, to name just a few, include improvements to the Kumen
Jones ruin, the riprap fence, and the procurement of the state
highway property and building/shed. She turned a portion of this
building into the "Cowboy Cabin," which until 2022 provided on-site
lodging for volunteers. It is now used as the fort's office. The rest of
the building is now utilized as a workshop and a concession
kitchen. L ;
Some of her other touches include the flagstone paths, restoring Craig, Corinne, & Mike Roring at the

the Relief Society building and acquiring the property that it sits on, ~ 9ground breaking for the stone monument.
the benches in the meetinghouse, and some of the furnishings in - -
the co-op. As we enjoy the soft-serve ice cream available at the
fort, we can thank Corinne, for that was a feature she insisted on.
For many decades Corinne had the foresight to collect and save the
stones from the original co-op. These stones now cover the exterior
of the co-op replicalvisitors’ center.

Corinne's right-hand man was her son Mike Roring. He made
countless trips from his home in Orem to Bluff to assist. Anytime
there was a large project involving heavy equipment, Mike took
care of it. Mike is currently serving as the foundation's vice
president. Mike is the longest serving board member and continues
to play a key role in the ongoing success of the foundation and

hIStOFIC site. Corinne at the sales counter in the Co-op,
November 2013. Corinne Roring photos.
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Graig Taylor

Graig Taylor had a great appreciation for the Hole-in-the-Rock pioneers.
He helped with trail marking and interpretive signs on the trail and
covered their cost.

The Bluff Fort Historic Site would not exist without the funds to purchase
property and pay for future projects, some of which were very costly.
Graig and his cousin Drew Major made generous personal contributions
via the Esther Foundation. Graig, who at the time was partially blind,
joked many times that he would take his tin cup and white cane and solicit
donations. He obtained generous donations from the George S. and
Dolores Doré Eccles Foundation, the James and Beverley Sorenson
Foundation, and The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Foundation, among others, as well as many contributions from
descendants. These donations made additional property procurements
possible as well as the addition of the Log Meetinghouse, stone
monument, John Taylor statue, the co-op store/visitors’ center, etc.

Graig’s eyesight challenge never stopped him from personally working on
numerous projects, including many of the log cabins.

We were not far into the fort's development when Graig’'s good friend
LaMar Helquist, great-grandson of Jens Nielson, joined the team and
became a valuable contributor, working beside Graig on every project. He
served for many years as the foundation’s vice president and president in
2015.

Gene Foushee

1998 without being asked, Gene Foushee worked throughout the week on
the cabin restoration. As we were finishing the work, Gene made a make-
shift time capsule out of a quart glass jar, and in it he placed a paper with
the names of those who had worked on the cabin. He then tucked the jar
above the ceiling logs, just inside the door of the main/preserved cabin
room.

Gene was a friend to anyone who had the pleasure of meeting him. He
renovated several of the original stone pioneer homes in Bluff and is
credited with revitalizing Bluff when it was nearly a ghost town. He also
discovered a previously forgotten section of the pioneers’ trail down the
Twist.

In a letter Gene sent to the Hole-in-the-Rock Foundation on October 11,
2006, he asked the board members to consider constructing a
performance area that would be covered by a high roof, adjacent to the
Kumen Jones ruin, He stated, "l would volunteer my time and work
liberally on such a project." This illustrates Gene's interest and willingness

to help. Gene pointing out a feature on the Twist

The Foushee's treating the HIRF board members/volunteers to dinner on the Comb. Left to right: Mary
Foushee, Corinne Roring, Grant Taylor, Cleal & Nancy Bradford, Graig Taylor, LaRue Barton, Karl Barton,
and Gene Foushee. Missing is Lamont Crabtree, photographer.
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Karl and LaRue Barton

LaRue and Karl Barton's involvement began at the time of the
monument/site dedication in 2005. In 2007 Karl felt impressed to
purchase Jen Nielson's home that was kitty-corner to the fort site. At
about that same time, the Foundation acquired the hogan-shaped building
(now the craft center). This building became the site's first visitors’
center. Karl, descendant of Joseph Barton, and LaRue, descendant of
Jens Nielson, took on the task of being at the site as much as possible.
For years LaRue operated the visitors’ center, greeting visitors and
sharing stories.

LaRue and Karl both served on the foundation's board. LaRue's talents

and support continue to this day. The sale of LaRue's handiwork and that of many other women
has greatly offset operating expenses. The amount of time LaRue has spent volunteering at the
Bluff Fort site and supporting its operations with her crafts is amazing. Karl and LaRue also made
an in-kind donation of property in Monticello to the foundation.

Lamont Crabtree

I, like so many others, recognize that what initially connected me
with the pioneers' trail and the Barton cabin was not
happenstance. | am grateful for the opportunity to be involved in
historical research, the foundation's first web page, brochures/
maps, newsletters, videos, displays, and interpretive signage.
Some of my children's service projects can still be seen at the
fort and on the trail. | continue to work on interpretive projects for | = o arid Dare B o
the fort and the trail. Graig Taylor

Additional Volunteers

This document is far from a complete history. It is an overview of how the site got started. There
are numerous others, such as Cleal Bradford who gave of his time and talents and was
instrumental in additional property procurements. Ron McDonald helped with research and
interpretive projects. Lynn Stevens' work resulted in a Federal Scenic Byways matching grant for
the co-op/visitors’ center. Grant (Graig's brother) and Nina Taylor have also been substantial
contributors. Besides the intense manual labor of building new cabins and other projects such as
the audio tours, Grant and his wife Nina prepared fabulous meals for the volunteers. Lynn,
Grant, and Nina continue to be valuable contributors to the foundation and historic site. Lynn is
currently serving as the foundation's president and Grant is serving on the board of directors.
Skilled contractor Vance Sealy did the site's masonry and rock work. (Vance & Corinne spent
many hours chinking the Log Meetinghouse and cabins. His masonry talents are seen throughout
the fort.) There have also been numerous fort directors, missionaries, local volunteers, and
board members. Without them the site could not function. Hopefully, each will record and share
his/her own story and experiences pertaining to the fort.

Friendships

One of the great blessings of being involved in the Bluff Fort Historic Site and trail projects has
been the opportunity to become acquainted with so many wonderful people who have a shared
interest in the Hole-in-the-Rock pioneers.

Volunteer Endeavor

A key to the site's success has been the volunteer effort by the people involved. Other than
contractors and accountants when they were needed, all, including board members, have
volunteered their time and covered their own transportation and lodging expenses. Each one who
has or will yet volunteer/serve at the Bluff Fort Historic Site makes a difference.

I cannot help but think the pioneers would be pleased that their faith, conviction, and hard work has not
been forgotten. End of Lamont Crabtree document.
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Top left, portrait of the Joseph & Harriet Barton family in 1896 shortly before Harriet died.
It hangs on the cabin wall. Top right is cabin interior.

B -

K }<!
2#<%" Ruins of the Kumeh Jones

Celebrating the
restoration of the Joseph
Barton Cabin, complete
with a team of horses
(1999). Corinne Roring photos.
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Additional photos of Bluff
Fort Meetinghouse
Construction, 2002.

Corinne Roring photo collection.

January 2003,
Corinne Roring
sweeping in front on
Log Meetinghouse.

The Fort speaks- “On our way to
Moab. Something attracted us to
stop by. We had a great
experience. Thank you!”
From the Netherlands:

Local natives helping with log cabin construction.
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Above: looking

north on the west
side of the Log
Meetinghouse.

Log Meetinghouse 2009. Erlene Taylor photo
The Bluff era bell originated from John Roring’s
mother Ruth’s home in Corinth, Mississippi. HIRF photo

Interior shots of Log Meetinghouse,
Christmas 2023. The rostrum
houses a television monitor which
is kept down in order maintain the
1880 appearance, unless needed to

show the videos. Photos by Rich
Murset, service missionary.
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Early layout of Bluff Fort. The first visitors center was
the UNDC building, a double Hogan.

Cowboy Cabin (old state road shed)
AN

Utah Navajo Development Center Private property
was the first Fort visitors center (LuAnn Hook)

Pioneer Monument Plaza

Kumen Jones Home Ruins

Redd, Barton, Haskell

Joseph & Harriett Barton
Above photo by Kay Shumway. Original Cabin

Cabin replicas

:l!l”m;ﬁ ‘i:!"'-[j'f{;'rl;: , ‘

M

0Old State road shed purchased in 2003 by
Corinne Roring. It was later covered with rough
sawn boards similar in appearance to the old
Bluff City 0il Exchange. Corinne Roring photos.

State road shed side view-

John, Stacey (Roring) Jensen, &
Nicole Roring in front. Soon
after she purchased the
building, Corinne was
accidentally locked inside and
was rescued by Karl and LaRue
Barton who heard her
pounding.
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2003 State Road Shed

Grant continues: The Bluff state road shed, part of the Bluff Fort block, came up for sale
in 2003. The building, a post and beam constructed metal building, included a belt driven
machine shop and a forge as well as a large furnace. A large room took up the east side of
the shop. This room was remodeled, and a small kitchen and bathroom were added on the
south side, turning it into “The Cowboy Cabin.” Corinne fitted the cabin with single beds,
each with a sponge sleeping pad. This
was used for a number of years as
housing for volunteers that would
come from “Up North,” as Corinne
coined the “Boys from Up North.”

Corinne stocked the kitchen with
food for breakfast and lunch, always
supplying Half and Half for the break-
fast cereal. She was remembered for
her famous potato salad and vinegar

cucumber & onions appetizer. She ot ‘é().r‘{nneMg phot(;'ofWest ey

would take great care of her boys e -

knowing that they were helping dreams  The state road shed became the “Cowboy Cabin,”
to come true. and later the wood shop, laundry, paint shop,

garden shop, receiving office and kitchen as seen
below in 2023 with new sidewalk extension.

T . =

The shed now houses a wood shop,
paint shop, a kitchen, and Fort laundry.
The Cowboy Cabin was remodeled into
an apartment for service missionaries by
LaMar and Lyle Helquist when LaRue and
Karl Barton purchased the Jens Nielson
Home and began hosting Bluff Fort work-
ers. The Cowboy Cabin was later fitted as
the fort office and receiving. The shop
remodel and expansion was funded by a
grant from the George and Delores Dore’
Eccles Foundation.

Brochure display & Sweet Shoppe. Ron Bateman photo.

The kitchen was remodeled again in
2019 & 2022. The kitchen cabinets were replaced with a more commercial construction, and
a gas stove and convection oven were added. The design facilitates baking on one side of
the kitchen and candy making on the other side. There is also a commercial sink and storage
area, plus a new laundromat.

Five different parcels of land ultimately made up the Bluff Fort Historic Site. The
southeast corner remained under the ownership of LuAnn Hook, Recapture Lodge. In 2007,
the Utah Navajo Development Council building owned by the Navajo tribe, came up for sale.
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The story went that they needed money to clear up
some back taxes with the IRS. The price of $50,000
was agreed upon and the Ester Foundation came up
with $25,000 and the rest came from the George
and Delores Dore’ Eccles Foundation.

Early work projects included cleaning up the
property, building a perimeter fence, removal of
trash, and weed control. Corinne and her grandson,
Craig cleaned up and planted trees around the Fort
perimeter. They installed a drip irrigation system so
that they didn’t have to drag hoses to water the new ing on the Cowboy Cabin bunks. Their
trees. Craig would come to Monticello each summer  family built the pole fence around the
and help his grandmother. He claimed that until property. Corinne Roring photo.
about the age of 18 he had spent every birthday at
Bluff. Craig was great with an old backhoe Corinne found for a deal. The hydraulics were
difficult to control, but Craig seemed to have the knack.

Graig Taylor and Lamont Crabtree organized groups of friends to come to Bluff and help
out. The Cowboy Cabin was a great hang out. There was a wobbly kitchen table with a few
three-legged stools and a couple of scrounged wooden chairs. There were extra sleeping
pads under the beds just in case there was a larger group. It got pretty noisy at night with a
chorus of snoring men. Days were spent working hard trying to keep up with Graig. They
were dead tired so sleep came soon. Graig would take 4 Advil at night, calling it his adult
Vitamin A. He always slept like a baby.

Volunteers Garda & Connie Nielson eat-

2008 Visitor Center/Sewing

After the purchase of the UNDC building in 2008
LaRue Barton presented the idea to the board that
the double-hogan become a visitors’ center for the f
Fort. LaRue rolled up her sleeves and did much of the . \
tear-out herself. The first visitor center opened July k : ' i § B
1, 2008. We had a little over 2,000 visitors that first hs e N R ) e
year. LaRue and Corinne donated benches from the  Visitors’ Center in the UNDC Building.
South Blanding Ward remodel. We used Lamont Erlene Taylor photo.
Crabtree’s video, “The Impossible Journey.” The benches were set in front of a TV screen
and we used a DVD player to show the video in English. LaRue worked Monday through
Thursday and Corinne came for the weekend but would drive home every night. They
closed the fort for the winter near the end of October the first year.

In March 2009, LaRue was diagnosed with lymphoma cancer. Two high school-aged
sisters living with their parents on the Hook Property were hired to work at the Fort while,
LaRue underwent treatment for cancer. Karl and LaRue Barton, Grant and Nina Taylor went
to the Denver Gift Show to buy items for the gift shop. Back then, $100 was a great sales
day. LaRue designed and made quilts, aprons, bonnets and lots of other sewable and
wearable items. LaRue continued to come to Bluff and quilt weekly and sewed lots of items
for sale in the Co-op from their new home in Blanding.
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LaRue Barton Kirkham's informative account of the early years of the Fort follows:

I, LaRue Barton Kirkham came into the picture about 2005. | actually had a booth at the
Bluff Pioneer Monument dedication, so | know how cold and cruddy it was. | had key chains
and a little book that showed every cabin
and a list of all the people, the monument
and everything to sell but didn't sell any be-
cause no one stayed around. So anyway, |
started being involved. | have a small busi-
ness and was doing some things with T-shirts
and embroidery and things like that. My
daughter and | fixed those up to sell.

And then in 2007 my husband Karl Barton
who's a great grandson of Joseph Franklin
Barton purchased the Jens Nielsen home in
Bluff. The first couple of years we stayed in
Bluff on weekends and later on moved down
full time. In February of 2008, we were
sitting on the front porch and watched people wandering all through the Fort. Things to see
were pretty minimal. There was the Barton cabin, the Log Meetinghouse and the monument.
A lot of other kind of trashy buildings were there. The little house that's now the Relief Socie-
ty building was on site but was in really bad shape. The Cowboy Cabin and the workshop
were there. About that time, the Hole in the Rock Foundation was able to purchase the build-
ing that was later the craft center. They were going to use it for storage until they could build
a co-op. We had plans to build the co-op but were raising money for that. It was a long ways
off. The suggestion was made to turn the Utah Navajo Development Council building, which
is the sewing center currently, into a visitors’ center. So we spent a few weeks working on
that. We hired Tri-Hurst construction to remodel it, to put a bathroom in it, repaint and do
some work there.

We opened the first visitor center
July 1st, 2008. We had the little church
benches in there and the TV. Then we
took a couple of shelves out of one of
the shelving spaces and puta TV in
there and would run a little video. We
would visit with people and invite
them to go out and look at the log
meeting house and the cabin. The
video was from Lamont Crabtree. It
was about a 17 minute one. It was the
first one we had.

Lamont worked with the board for
a long time. He hadn't retired so he
worked on his own as he could. The

Things to see at Bluff Fort were fairly minimal in
the beginning years.

By the end of June 2009, the James Redd, Haskell,
Barton Blacksmith Shop, Lemuel Redd, Hobbs, Lyman
and Perkins cabins were in place. Erlene Taylor photo
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board helped him buy
camera equipment and
recording equipment so
he was able to go down to
Hole in the Rock. The little
video that shows little
children sliding down the
Hole in the Rock that's our
first little movie that we
showed. We would tell
people where things

In 2009, looking north toward the Bluff Fort Visitors’ Center.

around the area were for them to go see and things like that.

We were only open in the summer. We worked until close to the end of October, which
was what a lot of the businesses in Bluff were doing. A lot of the motels and restaurants
would close down in the winter and then open again in April. | would work on Monday
through Thursday and then Corinne would come for the weekend. We lived in Monticello.
We hadn't really moved down. | would travel and stay in our house and work at the Fort all
day and come home for the weekend. Corinne would drive back and forth every night. She
purchased the property where her house now stands a little before | purchased the Jens
house so she would go to work over at the Fort and have a place where she could stay.

The original co-op was destroyed in July 1925 and had been purchased by the Hunt family,
so it was no longer owned by the Bluff Co-op. It had been privatized when they bought it. A
young man as far as we know must have come from World War One and was wandering
through the area. He was hired to work there. His name was Alfred Earl Wright. His nickname
was “Fred Starr.” He decided to rob the safe. He
set the dynamite in place but wanted to see it
blown open. He used so much that it blew the
building down on him. We always assumed that
it blew him up but a lady that lived in Bluff at
the time said she was about 10 years old when
it happened. Of course it made a loud boom and
the fire was going because of all the wood in-
side. It was really burning and she said they
heard the screaming inside. People tried to get
in to help get him out but he was under rocks in
the fire and they were unable to get him out.
She recorded in her oral history that they were

2011 Bluff Fort was a happy place to be,

as exhibited by some of the local little kids and they were told not to go and look
docents: l-r Steve Bronson, Director, but they did ... It would have been a lot better
Neldon and Bobbie (kneeling) Holt, off if he had been blown up.

LaRue Barton, Ariella Thomas | worked at the Fort the summer of 2008. In

(kneeling), Ron and Lorraine Barton, March of 2009 we were all at the Fort cleaning

LaMar Helquist and Graig Taylor HIRF

Board members. Photo by Janet Keeler Wilcox. and getting ready to open up. | woke up one
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morning with a really bad pain in my back and side. A
week later | found out | had a lymphoma tumor and
ended up going back and forth to the Huntsman Can-
cer Center in Salt Lake. Corinne rounded up some
friends in Monticello and there was a family living next
door to the south of the Fort. They had two teenage
girls come over and work for us. We tried to keep it
open. It was really a bad situation. My siblings came
down and worked also. | ended up getting a bad
infection and had to stay a week in the hospital. All my
family came down and ran the Fort for a week while| ~ Steve Bronson, Director 2010.
was gone. | would be in Salt Lake for one day for an

infusion and then come back home. | could do a lot of things because | didn't ever get sick
from the chemo like a lot of people would do, but from day 7 to 10 | had no immune system
so | wasn't supposed to be around people. But we had tours from the Sons of the Utah
Pioneers come and | would help feed them and ended up getting really sick.

Again we were open from April to October. The year of 2009 was pretty crazy. We started
building the first cabins the fall of 2008. In October of 2008 we put in the first three cabins. In
the spring of 2009 we put in three more. Every spring and fall we would do cabin building
until all that are now there were built. They were finished in 2011. In 2009 we ran it as we
could with anybody who would come. The next year | did it again, but | could tell it was
getting a busier and they were trying to find more volunteers than people who would come.
It was becoming a full time job which | didn't necessarily need.

In 2010, Steven Bronson from Blanding came and worked part time. He was hired by the
board to work and be in charge. We were still running with volunteers. We had some good
people that would come so many days a week or whenever they could. We're trying to keep
up with it that way. Ron and Lorraine Barton, Dennis and Lorraine Harvey, and Bill and
Marilyn Moen came and spent all summer doing electrical work. They camped with their
trailer camps where Corinne's apartments are now. One summer | think we had four trailers
parked there all hooked up to the same little septic system, trying to survive. Hiring Stephen
Bronson to work turned out really well because in December of 2010 | found out | had cancer

again. It had come back. Only this time it
was in my brain. That resulted in me being
in Salt Lake a week at a time and then home
for a week. So, it was a good thing he was
there to work. | would go help him all |
could. Luckily, I survived really well.

Starting in 2011 | was in charge again.
They were getting to the point that they had
the plans for the new building and so they
tried to get missionaries. We had one
missionary couple come for September and

October of 2011. (Editor’s note: LaRue lost

LaRue quilting in the Craft Room. her husband Karl unexpectedly December 4,
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2011. She
married Hugh
Kirkham,
November 28,
2015)

When we
started the next
year of 2013,
they were ready
to open the big
co-op building LaRue and Karl Barton.
and we had full-
time missionaries. One couple was Dennis and Lorraine

LaRue Barton Kirkham machine Harvey. They came from Arizona two summers and lived

quilted this colorful quilt. all summer from April through the whole season living in

their trailer and working everyday. There was Dennis,

Lorraine and me— just the three of us and we would work every day. One would work in the
morning and the other in the afternoon. In those days one person in the visitor center could
handle it. We didn't have a ton of people and we didn't have much to sell. We finally bought
a lot of T-shirts, books, candy sticks and things like that. We (Karl and | with Grant and Nina
Taylor) went to a trade show in Denver in 2010.

The HIRF board incorporated in 2006. They were volunteers helping each other and
everybody worked hard. Graig Taylor was from Orem. Lamont Crabtree from Salt Lake was
on the board. Corinne Roring, Mike Roring and my brother LaMar Helquist from Orem were
on the board. They decided in order to form a group to be able to go after funds they had to
be a nonprofit organization so they incorporated as a 501(c)3. Carl McKay in Provo was our
accountant for those first few years and he would come down every once in a while and help
do things. | think they paid him a little bit to do his work. Because of the incorporation we
had funds from Larry H. Miller foundation. The Sorenson foundation has been our biggest
contributor. We've had donations from the Eccles which are all big names in Salt Lake as they
have money they give out each year. There's a donation group from the Church also. It's not
directly associated with the church and will donate to the humanitarian things. They donated
money one year. We were able to drill the well at Camp Stickie with that money and
purchase the property.

| got involved with the Fort about 2007 when Karl and | bought the Jens Nielsen house.
The board kept contacting Elder Steven Snow who was the head of the missionary
department, asking “Can we get missionaries down here?” They finally let us have six
couples the first year. What a blessing! Holy cow! You don't just go and put your papers in
and get called to the Bluff Fort Mission. You have to come in through the back door so you're
put in the right spot. That's been such a blessing to this place. There's no way we could come
up with enough volunteers one day a week here and one day a week there to do what the
missionaries are doing down there, but it was through Elder Snow.

When they sent the first group of missionaries, the new Co-op building wasn't quite
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finished. We were still over in the craft center. For a while they had to use the Log
Meetinghouse to greet visitors. That's when they were filming the movie because they used
the big room in the craft center for all the costumes for the movie actors. They had shoes
strung out all over the place and costumes everywhere. When they made the movie, we fed
them. The Co-op was finished enough that we could feed them upstairs. The suppers were
catered, but we fixed lunches and breakfast. The “If

These Walls Could Talk” movie that you see now was
done then. Alan Peterson filmed the movie mostly
here in the Bluff area. They went to Escalante to film
some scenes but they weren't allowed to use wagons
over there. The part you see with the wagons and the
little girl finding the ring were filmed in Bluff. The part
where the little girl finds the ring at the end was
filmed right in the cove behind Twin Rocks.

We started the missionaries making crafts as soon
as they got here, as soon as we could move into the Hugh and LaRue Kirkham.
new building leaving us the craft center to use. We
had started trying to make quilts. We were quilting them over at the Log Meetinghouse on
the stand. We put up a quilt there and would work on it when we could, just as volunteers;
those that were there. When we knew we were moving out of the space, they talked once
about making it the Native American center. | suggested however how about we turn it into
the craft center so that we can make the things we sell? We got the idea to put in all the
dress-ups. My first idea for the package of dress-ups, was a few minimal things out there in
the little wagon that is pulled by the horse by the grapevines. Then when they said we could
use the space in the craft center the way was opened to do the dress-ups in there. It all fell
into place really well.

We had sewn a few of the dress-ups. A lot of them are donated from people who have
been on trek or people that have been to Nauvoo and have come back and donated things to
us. They made quite a few in the last few years, dresses, aprons, and bonnets. People come in
all the time and want to buy them. You could never keep up making enough to sell. There's
no way. We do sell bonnets.

It seems like every missionary that comes has an idea and that's another thing added to
the mix. We had a couple come to the Bluff Fort from Nauvoo because they didn't want to be
in the programs. The husband made those little animals that twirl around. He also made a
couple of those big rocking horses like the old-fashioned ones.

The first year we had missionaries, Gary Spears did all the work on the building. We got
the Co-op finished. The whole inside was one big room. It didn't have any divided rooms in it
at all. It had the office where the safe was. Jack Powers, a man from Farmington, Utah built
all the cabinetry and shelving because we wanted it to look like an old-fashioned trading post.
Gary Spears of Alpine, Utah did all the walls. He wouldn't let anybody help him do anything.
He hung all the burlap by himself. Everything in there was done by him. Gary's wife Starla was
the cookie maker. Because we had started feeding groups of people who came when they
were building their cabins and since we had the kitchen they started making all these cookies.
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The family of Nina Taylor, the wife of Grant Taylor who is on the board of directors owns Ja-
cob Lake which is the hotel and store by the Grand Canyon. She shared some of their cookie
recipes with us. The recipes have been tweaked over the years . Anyway, we started making
cookies. Gary Spears wife baked all the cookies by herself the first year. We only had one
cook. Everybody traded off with other things. The next year | think there were two people
in the kitchen. Now there are several that are assigned to the kitchen during the year.

The directors questioned the new volunteers with questions such as “What do you like to
do?” They're trying to have the missionary do things they like doing, like blacksmithing,
They've had people who have some expertise in an area come during celebrations. We had a
man from Blanding that was doing blacksmithing. They called him “Big John.” He would come
and demonstrate a little bit. He did it during the time we had the dedication of the building
but nothing on a regular basis. We had one man, Jack Powers Jr
who was also a tinsmith. Some of the things in some of the cab-
ins were handmade by him and his son. He was going to do
blacksmithing at the Fort but he ended up having to go home
because of heart trouble. We never had anybody come on a
regular basis. They were getting everything done so the black-
smithing forge could be operated by gas. The thing with gas is
you can turn it on and off. You don't have to haul the wood in.
You can't do it that way here and be authentic to 1880.

Every time families would build the cabins, the people would
come for three days. We would feed them breakfast, lunch and
dinner for three days. Then they would have dedication services
for the buildings. Most of them brought little kids. They would
build the cabins when the kids were out of school. They would
even go in the log meeting hogs,.e.W|th.the kIdS. like the pioneer be involved in the Fort ac-
school. They would do fun activities with the kids. tivities by giving devotion-

The families have done amazing things. | wish | could tell you 315, machine quilting, par-
more about those. | was always in the kitchen helping with the  ticipating in youth confer-
food. Even when they did the Jens Nielson cabin, | didn't do one ences and being readily
thing on it except feed the people that were working. There available to missionaries.
were great experiences for those people who would come and ~ Ron Bateman photo.
spend those three days. They had great comradery and they felt
the spirit as they put up those cabins and decorated them

As far as the vision for the future, | don't necessarily want to see more things because |
think we need to manage well what we have. The bowery is a place where families can come.
My vision was to have family reunions come with more families come together in groups.
Especially descendants. To use the upstairs while they were trying to have visitors downstairs
was nearly impossible. In fact the floors upstairs were plank flooring. When you swept the
floor, dirt and dust dropped on the merchandise down below. If someone spilled it would go
down below. The first thing Corinne and | did to try to fix the problem was to install the
round weather stripping that's in little tubes. We crawled on our hands and knees on every
board in the floor and with a screwdriver, we shoved the insulation in every crack. Some of
the cracks were wide and some were very narrow. We filled every crack on that floor. We got
it all finished and it still didn't work well. So they laid the second floor over the top. The floor

In 2023 LaRue continued to
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you see now is a nice, good, interlocking top and done well. You would not believe how many
days we spent on it. Just old people like us. We were on our bellies and on our bottoms and
we would go down every board. It was a painstaking project trying to fix that because the
sound was so bad. That's why they put the burlap on the walls in those rooms for sound.
They had to do a lot of things as they went along because there was no instruction book on
how to make any of it work.

We've had some wonderful donations. The organ was donated by the Redd family. In fact
if | went through and took all of the stuff that belongs to me, we'd have some pretty bare
spaces. We just all did everything we could to get it going and keep it going.

My vision would be to just take care of what we have and have activities. | know they do
the school activities and have all the 4th graders from the county come during the last weeks
of April and into May. They show them butter making and washboards, blacksmithing,
playing marbles, playing jacks, etc.

In April we do a Founders Day and they do some of those demonstrations during that
activity. That would be fun to me. As long as someone else did it! | will sit there and push the
treadle sewing machine! That's what | would do! There's no way to stay overnight at the Fort.
We've had so many people wanting to rent the cabins. That would be impossible. I'd like to
see more families come. With the bowery now, | think that makes it more possible. Reunion
people have used our kitchen in the past when we were first getting started and we weren't
baking cookies all day long. But when it's open to the public you can't do that anymore
because we have a separate space. | hope it keeps going until | die.

Working at Bluff has been an amazing experience from the start. I'm so grateful for all the
missionaries and volunteers who have worked here. | still love this place!

LaMar Helquist served on the board of
directors of Hole in the Rock Foundation for

several years. He served as board president
in 2015. He is LaRue’s brother. h

LaRue Helquist Barton Kirkham
giving a devotional at the Fort.
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Nearly 500, including LDS Presiding Bishop, attend Bluff Fort dedication

“Nearly 500 people, many descendants of the original Hole in the Rock pioneers, gathered
in Bluff on April 9 with H. David Burton, the presiding Bishop of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, to dedicate the recently rebuilt Bluff Fort.

“April 6, 2005 was the 125th anniversary of the arrival of the Hole in the Rock pioneers in
Bluff. The dedication is the culmination of several years of hard work by a number of area
residents, led by Corrine Roring. In addition to Roring, Lamont Crabtree, LaMar Helquist, Graig
Taylor, and Gary and Sharon Guymon contributed to the reconstruction of the Fort.

“It was a typical April day in Bluff, with strong gusts and cold winds, however the group of
hundreds seemed to enjoy the day’s activities.

“In addition to a speech and dedicatory prayer by Bishop Burton, others who spoke at the
event include Lamont Crabtree, Corinne Roring, Graig Taylor, John Bickenstaff, LaMar
Helquist, along with a traditional Navajo blessing by Curtis Yanito and music by Stan Bronson,
Shauna Lloyd and Ruth Kimmerle.

“In addition to the dedication, Bishop Burton enjoyed a bouncy trip to San Juan Hill.” (san Juan
Record, Volume 90 #28, April 13, 2005)

The monument under
construction with the Barton
Cabin in the background.

Bluff Fort Pioneer Monument
Dedication took place
April 9, 2005.

Bishop H. David Burton dedicating
the Hole in the Rock Monument &
Plaza. Corinne Roring photos.
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Under construction.
UNDC & RS bldg. behind.

In 2005, Bishop H. David Burton came to
Bluff Fort to dedicate the Hole in the
Rock Pioneer Monument and Plaza. It
was a cold, blustery April day and a
crowd gathered for the dedication, then
quickly left.

Local singer

Stan Bronson
sang at the
dedication.

Navajo Medicine Man Curtis
Yanito pronounced a blessing

Completed Monument to the Hole-in-the-Rock pioneers. on the Fort.
Lamont Crabtree photo.
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A Little Bit of Bluff by Terri Winder

“We have a sandpile over there,” Corinne Roring, Hole in the Rock Foundation
president told the crowd gathered for the newly restored Bluff Fort dedication, April Sth,
2005. “Before you leave, go, and put a little bit of Bluff sand in your pocket.”

Then, somewhere, someone evidently seemed to doubt that the hundreds of people
attending the dedication would take Roring up on her suggestion, and the wind began to
blow, carrying sand with it. No one had to even get near the sandpile, the sand came to
them. It blew into hair, eyes and mouths. It sifted through clothes and settled into
wrinkles. It had that renowned Jens Nielson stickedy-tuity-ness about it, as it would not
easily brush off. By the time the program was over, the participants had a literal taste of
what the Bluff pioneers must have experienced, day in and day out.

Bluff was not the end of the trail - nor the end of the trial - for the settlers who came
through the Hole in the Rock 125 years ago. Building the fort only marked a new chapter in
a book filled with hardship and heartache. Bluff’s first bishop, Jens Nielson, and his wife,
Elsie had been members of the Martin and Willie handcart company. Everyone in this
congregation of 240 Saints had given up most of their earthly possessions in order to
answer a prophet’s call to establish the first community in San Juan County.

Perhaps, this is where the term “true grit” comes from: a reference to those who can
survive the grittiness of the weather, as well as the grittiness of unrefined living conditions.
Yet, even as sandpaper creates a smooth and refined finish, the Hole in the Rock Bluff
pioneers became, by right, some of the most venerated pioneers in Utah history.

Roring, a great-granddaughter of Jens Nielsen, displayed true grit as she undertook the
task of preserving Bluff’s early history, urging others to do the same. The spirit that
prevailed at the dedication was not swept away by the strong wind. Rather, it was
reinforced as participants heard and felt the stories of the isolated bluff pioneers, and how
they were exposed to raw elements, enduring the constant threat of hunger, disease, and
potential misunderstandings with neighboring Indian tribes.

H. David Burton, Presiding Bishop of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
shared his thoughts and gave the dedicatory prayer. One may have wondered why the
powers of heaven did not temper the weather for such a highly anticipated and important
event. Then an ice storm descended at the close of the dedication, indicating that up to
that point, there had indeed been divine intervention.

Participants may never recall the dedicatory service without remembering how
miserable the sand-filled wind was, or the cold so uncharacteristic of Bluff in April. Even
with shielding blankets, small children in the audience cried in discomfort. Were the chil-
dren of yesteryear more resilient, or did their mothers’ exhausted tears mingle with those
of their suffering little ones? Amid such conditions, it was easy to imagine the hardships
the first settlers of San Juan experienced, engendering a feeling of gratitude for those who

came before, for their faith and perseverance against such odds. (San Juan Record, April 13, 2005,
Volume 90, #28, page 3)
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"There was something more than human power
associated with it." - Kumen Jones, referring to
the Hole in the Rock pioneer trek.

Bluff Fort Pioneer Monument Plaza & John Taylor Monument (added in 2009) looking north.

The pioneers stated that the
flag represented the title of
our liberty. The first pioneer
flag flew on July 24th with red
underwear of Ben Perkins &
an undisclosed woman’s
bloomers as the source of
material for the flag at Bluff.

Bluff Fort Pioneer Monument Plaza facing south. Photo Kyle Bateman. Top photo Ron Bateman.
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FORT MONTEZUMA PIONEERS 1879-1¢

* Members of the original scouting party

At famws | ke, fames B

Ml bsane Dievhier, Zechariah B 1 *
Fanirsa Seraphane
Allan Joln Zevhanah N
Radert ey Lonats A
At Mo Austan Fanma
Ver fines G
Vi Fioming | Shaw fsse M

Dhancan John € *

Enrion. farmes Havey *

FORT MONTEZUMA

T inithal uthort By Maormin pioneers to coknize the soulbweast cornet of the
o the narth bank of the San Tuan Rivee, 135 miles enst of hete.
Chiurchy o Josass Cherst of Lattor-day Saints $o participabe in the San Juan.
SO Party of twanty-seven men, two woemen and eight childnm, led by Silas &
Parowan, Utah, on Apeil 13, 1579, Traveling with twelve covend wagoms, fe
aeross ncdian territory in northern Arizona. O fusie %, 18 after mch dificulty:
the San fuan River, whese they established Fort Montezuma.

Fort Montezuma Monument near the Fort garden.
Tribute to Josephine Wood, “Aunt Jody.”

Photos by Rich Murset, Service Missionary winter 2023-24.
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. German Wagons donated to
> Bluff Fort by Gunter Liebich.
: L*fe Photos by Ron Bateman.

——— 5
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Wagons Join Two Cultures and Two Countries 2007-08

Gunter Liebich, a German Latter-day Saint, could still remember being evacuated from
Salzia Poland as a boy after World War Il. His father was being held prisoner in a POW camp
in France, so his mother loaded all of their belongings into a wagon and moved the family

back to Germany. Ever since then Gunter had a real love of wagons. He began collecting
them and eventually acquired over 30.
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As Gunter grew older, he wondered what would happen to his marvelous wagon
collection. He shipped two of his wagons to the U.S. for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saint’s Sesquicentennial re-enactment of the Mormon pioneers’ wagon trek to Utah.
Gunter offered to donate his wagon collection to the church, but his offer was declined.

)

Years went by, and then a small miracle happened. Through a series of “coincidences,”
Gunter found the Hole in the Rock Foundation. He felt a kinship with the early Bluff pio-
neers who had been called by President John Taylor to leave their homes and establish a
settlement in San Juan County. Gunter Liebich and Steven Pratt, a historical restorationist
from Cove Fort, discussed how his collection might help tell two stories of courage and
faith, and philanthropist Bert Smith provided the money to ship the wagons to the U.S.

Graig, Grant and Grant’s son Mark Taylor, along with Gunter’s son Thomi, flew to
Hamburg to pack the wagons and prepare them for shipping. However, company
regulations, time zones, and holidays all combined to delay the operation. Ultimately, the
men had only a few hours to pack 18 wagons, plus additional 250-pound wheels. Dieter
Lunning, a member of the Church of Jesus Christ living in Hamburg, offered to help as did
local LDS missionaries. In less than four hours the container was packed, the customs officer
placed his seal on the container, and it was on its way.

When the container arrived in Utah, the Taylors, along with Rob Briens and John Cox,
were ready to unload and reassemble the wagons on a hot day in June. Alex, Patrick and
Zeke, local Native Americans, showed up at the fort and offered their help. LaRue Barton,
Corinne Roring and her grandson Craig also joined in. Within two hours the container was
unloaded, and by evening all of the wagons had been reassembled and placed at the fort.

4

Corinne Roring, HIRF president, has always said, “When the time is right, it will happen,’
and it certainly has. When needs have arisen, people like Gunter, Dieter, Patrick, Alex, and
Zeke have stepped in and played a major part in preserving Bluff Fort and its history for a
whole new generation. Grant Taylor, Hole in the Rock News, Volume 4, Autumn 2008, page 4.
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Bluff Fort Scenes

Looking north

" toward Co-op.
..... 'S ks ‘ Lamont Crabtree photo
below.

Sign by the Kumen Jones Home,
2009. Mike Roring had the tall
metal signs made.

The other Grant Taylor, a professional
sign painter designed all the Fort

Ron Barton, Grant & Graig Taylor installing Fort signs large and small, with the help of
electrical lines. his brother Dell. Photos Erlene Taylor.
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October 14, 2009

These photos show the results of the two Grant
Taylor’s sod laying project. It took them 1 1/2
days to complete. Other workers helped
smooth out the ground area.

Above - sod was laid near the
Kumen Jones home ruins.
Left photo - new sod in front of

the Kitchen/ Cowboy Cabin.
All photos courtesy Erlene Taylor

LaRue & Karl Barton were
prompted to purchase the Jens
Nielson home in 2007. Later
they sold to HIRF in 2021.
Left- Mary, Erlene and Dell
Taylor using the Fort golf cart

donated by Mike Roring.
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2007 CAMP STICKIE

In 2007, 10 acres of land west of Bluff was purchased
from Cleal Bradford. The thought was that youth
conferences might come and trek along portions of the
Hole in the Rock trail. Bishop H. David Burton had told
the Foundation, that Martin’s Cove was getting a lot of
requests and that we might be able to help relieve
some of the pressure there.

Graig Taylor called
Martin’s Cove to check
into handcarts and Mary
Taylor answered the

e phone. In working with
m her husband Dell Taylor,
the first handcarts were In 2007 ten acres of land was
purchased from the Cove. purchase(.i west of Bluff._Th.e
construction of Camp Stickie youth

Another group of camp was completed in 2014.
handcarts were donated 2014 missionary yearbook.

to the Foundation by an
LDS Stake in St George that no longer wanted to be in the rental
business, giving us a total of 27 handcarts.

In 2008, a well drilling rig was in the county and Corinne got a permit and the well was sunk
at Camp Stickie. Flow from the well we were told would support the 10 acres in grass. A
barbed wire fence was constructed around the acreage. Money to purchase the property was
given by the Eccles Foundation and the LDS Church Foundation. In
2014 the buildings were built at Camp Stickie after considerable
impact studies by the BLM. It fulfilled a dream for a place where
youth could experience the life of some of their ancestors; a place
where handcarts were the mode of travel and protection from the
elements was a thin canvas cover they called a tent.

In 2006, Graig Taylor invited his brother Grant to come and help on
a project at Camp Stickie. Grant became a regular on project
weekends. John & Brandon Cox, Ron Snowden, Jack Muterspaugh,
Lamont Crabtree, Carl McKay and others also came to help. *

In 2013 Stuart and Kristi Matheson were called as some of the first %
missionaries to Bluff Fort. They spent considerable time helping
develop Camp Stickie. Stuart later served on the HIRF board of
directors. In 2014 the camp restrooms and pavilion were built by
Fort missionaries.

Todd and Holly McAllister came with their Richfield ward for one of

Camp Stickie sign.

the first youth conferences in 2016. They then returned yearly as Todd & Holly McAllister
camp directors through 2023. In 2023 they were called as service Camp Stickie Directors
missionaries in their continuing directors’ role. taken in 2023.

Ron Bateman photos.
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Bluff Pioneer Cemetery, Early Impetus for the Fort Development

Freeman Nielson, a descendant of Jens, owned most of the property on Cemetery Hill. Over
time, he sold bits of the property, except for the cemetery itself. The hope was that someday
some appropriate entity could appear on the scene, take title, maintain and improve the
cemetery.

In 1987 four couples signed a quit claim deed to San Juan County for the cemetery
property. The four couples were Freeman and Flora Nielson, Donald and Dorothy Adams,
Thomas and Richard Peterson, and Robert and Madge Anderson. In 1991 San Juan County
transferred the tract to the Bluff City Historical Preservation Association. In 1995 fifty
volunteers cleaned the cemetery. In 1997 5.83 acres of land around the cemetery came up for
sale for $88,000. The Simpson family filed plans with the county to put a subdivision on
Cemetery Hill.

At this point, the Hole in the Rock group got involved in the Bluff Pioneer Cemetery.
Corinne Roring went to bat trying to figure out ownership. The Eccles Foundation agreed to
front the money for the purchase and required that 50% be paid back within five months.

Bluff Cemetery
Scenes.
William Adams
family
gravesite left.
Locomotive
Rock is in the
background.

Bluff pioneer, 6 foot 5
inch Jens Nielson and
wives Elsie and Kirsten
are buried in the Bluff
cemetery.

Photos courtesy Ron Bateman.
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Letters were sent out to all descendants and community people asking for generous

donations. Quilt sales and other fundraising efforts were done and by October 1997, the
$44,000 was raised in time.

Three hundred people attended the dedication of the cemetery. In the ceremony, Winston

Hurst said of Corinne “She has been a tireless worker in the effort to save the cemetery.”
Ultimately, with the grant from George and Delores Dore Eccles Foundation, two thirds of the
cemetery is now owned by the Hole in the Rock Foundation (purchased in 2006).
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250 gather to dedicate blustery Bluff’s cemetery hill
By Deseret News Oct 20, 1997, 12:00am MDT Terri Winder, correspondent

Headstones and umbrellas dotted the top of Bluff's cemetery hill Saturday, Oct. 11, as community
residents and pioneer descendants gathered to dedicate the ground recently purchased from private
ownership.

Half of the 250 participants sat shivering on metal chairs while others stood at cold attention on the
fringes, as an early winter storm blew grit into eyes and mouths, literally giving them a taste of pioneer
life in Bluff city. Individuals came from as far away as Chicago to commemorate and celebrate their
pioneer heritage in this little community.

A Bluff native, 90-year-old Ila Nielson Sundwall stayed at the Desert Rose Inn, the restored rock
home of her grandparents, Jens and Kirsten Nielson. An original settler, Jens Nielson was the LDS
bishop of the riverside hamlet for 26 years.

It was at Bishop Nielson's home where women and children gathered in times of threat from
American Indians or river flooding. It is said that one mother, Rachel Perkins, dressed her children in
their best clothes before taking them to Bishop Nielson's home. When asked why she did that, she is
said to have replied, "If they have to be killed I want them to be well dressed and respectable."”

The headstones on Cemetery Hill bear silent testimony to the trials the first settlers suffered. Their
immortal 1880 Hole-in-the-Rock Expedition through some of the most rugged territory the country has
to offer was only a prelude to the hardships they would encounter once they arrived at this isolated
outpost.

It is estimated that thousands of Utahns today trace their ancestry to those original Bluff pioneers.

Buried here is the 42-year-old mother of eight, Lydia Mae Lyman Jones, who died from burns
received while saving her infant son from fire. One plot holds the bodies of a father, James Decker,
and four of his children - all victims of a diphtheria epidemic that swept through the community
during the Christmas season of 1901. American Indians friendly to the Mormon settlers are laid to rest
here. Other isolated graves hold the bodies of loners who just happened to be in the vicinity when their
mortal lives came to an obscure ending: trappers, gold miners and cowboys. Prehistoric graves from
the Anasazi period have also been discovered.

The dedication culminated years of fund-raising efforts and acknowledged individuals associated
with the San Juan Foundation, San Juan Historical Commission, Southwest Heritage Foundation and
the Bluff City Historic Preservation Association.

The George S. and Dolores Eccles Foundation made the latest $88,000 purchase possible by
providing an interest free loan and a 50 percent match. "We went way beyond the bake sale scenario,"
supporter Liza Doran said.

The celebration began, as did the early celebrations of Bluff, with the ringing of a church bell and a
brass band. There were speakers representing the different organizations, and musical numbers. The
dedicatory prayer was given by Curtis Jones, a descendant of original pioneers.

With a tourist-based economy supplemented by agriculture, present day Bluff is a diversified com-
munity with few descendants of the original settlers remaining. Many of the first Victorian style homes
have been restored and preserved and are listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Now the
historic cemetery hilltop and surrounding ground will also be protected.



Bluff pioneer

Ron Bateman
photo.

Winston Hurst
welcomed the crowd.
He commented “I didn't
expect to see so many
here, but this is a trib-
ute to the heartiness of
you descendants of
these pioneers.”

Corinne Roring photos.

James Decker and four of his children were all victims of a diphtheria
epidemic that swept through the Bluff community during the Christmas
season of 1901. Ron Bateman photo.

cemetery 2023.
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Nearly 300 people attended the
Bluff historic cemetery
dedication on October 11, 1997.

Corinne Roring photos.
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You are cordially invited to attend a special
dedication ceremony of the historic Bluff, Utah
cemetery. Join us in honoring this sacred place and
the ploncers who rest there.

Time: 2 p.m.
Date: October 11, 1997
Place: Bluff Cemetery Hill

Refreshments
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Corinne Roring with the only two
surviving granddaughters of Jens
Nielson, Ila Sundwall and Helen Wilson.
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Nearly 300 ‘hearty souls’

attend dedication of
Bluff’s historic cemetery

by Neil Joslin

“I didn’t expect to see so many
here, but this is a tribute to the
heartiness of you descendants of
these pioneers,” commented
Winston Hurst as he welcomed
nearly 300 people to Saturday’s
dedication of the historic Bluff
Cemetery.

These ‘hearty souls’ braved the
wind, dust and cold to take part in
dedicating land adjacent to the
cemetery that has recently been
purchased to preserve the integri-
ty of the cemetery, keep private
development from encroaching
on the cemetery, and ensuring
room for future expansion.

Hurst explained that the ceremo-
ny was celebration of successful
efforts to get the cemetery into
community hands by securing
adjoining property on the hilltop.
This, he said, was achieved in a
large part through the cooperation
of the Bluff City Historical
Preservation Association, the San
Juan Foundation and the
Southwest Heritage Foundation.
Also assisting were the San Juan
County Historical Commission
and the George S. and Dolores
Dore Eccles Foundation, and
many private contributors.

In his opening remarks, Hurst
told the gathering that Bluff was
“established suddenly in the

Spring of 1880 by a couple hun-
dred bullheaded, determined,
stubborn, tough, resilient, dedi-
cated and tightly organized
Latter-day Saints...”Hurst ex-
plained that a young son of the

Samuel Rowley family, who died
of measles almost five years later,
was the “first human in recorded
history to be buried on this hill.”

The afternoon’s celebration was
ushered in by the ringing of a bell
and the sound of trumpets on the
hill (by David Blake, Tyler Jack
and Danielle Bradford of
Blanding), just as early settlers
were summoned to town meetings
in Bluff.

After a brief history of the ceme-
tery, Hurst described the historic
site as, “a place of tremendous
integrity and honesty...This is a
desert place as honest as death
itself, and as tough and wind-
blown and sunburnt and resilient
as the pioneers who built it.”

Saturday’s program also includ-
ed songs by Lecia Arthur Wright
and Myriah Arthur, and Linda
Malinsky, of Mancos, Colorado; a
poem by Jean Nielson Bayles and
an address by Corinne Nielson
Roring, whom Hurst described as,
*“a tireless worker in the effort to
save the cemetery...”

Skip Lange, of the Southwest
Heritage Fourndation also spoke.




CHAPTER TWO

Miracle of
Modern Cabin
Building at Bluff
Fort

“In this fort there were no doors or windows opening to the
outside. All opened into the space in the center. From north to
south and east to west a small passageway ran in a gap between
houses, permitting teams to drive in. A well in the center
furnished water.” mary jones, Anchored Lariats on the San Juan Frontier, page 48
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2006 HIRF

Grant Taylor continues his narrative: Annual meetings were held with Bishop H. David
Burton, giving him updates of what was happening and in turn the foundation received
encouragement from him as to the value of the Bluff Fort project. During those visits, he
suggested that we be working with the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saint’s history
department.

In 2007, Steve Olsen, Church historian and Elder Rulon Craven came to Bluff. There was
concern over whether the LDS Church might want to take over the project. Steve Olsen gave
the foundation great counsel. He said that as a
private foundation we would be able to build it
much quicker than the Church would and that
at present the Church was most interested in
revelatory sites, and Bluff didn’t fit their
emphasis. Jenny Lund, Director of LDS Church
Historic Sites and Don Enders, Church history
employee became a part of the visits. The
foundation was encouraged to try and
maintain the greatest degree of historical
accuracy. They also encouraged us to only tell
a short period of history so that we could tell it |
well. The board chose 20 years from 1880-
1900. This decision helped us with other
decisions later on that could have altered the
strength of the story they told.

In 2007, Cleal Bradford helped the
foundation apply for a “Scenic Byways Grant”
from Federal highways money. They were
funding visitor centers and he thought this
would be a good source to help fund the
rebuilding of the stone co-op store. The grant
was written and submitted and the grant was
given; but money would not be awarded until
2011.The grant was for $467,000.

James & Lucinda Redd Family Cabin.

Ron Bateman photos.

2007 Cabins
James and Lucinda Redd Cabin

In October 2007, Joseph Fielding McConkie, Alan and Leslie Layton, and Margaret Pope came
to Bluff to see where their grandmother Vivian Redd McConkie was born. Graig loved to
attend BYU Education Week and had met up with Joseph there. Graig had encouraged Joseph
to come to Bluff. Graig was in Bluff and helped them arrange their tour. They rode 4 wheelers
out to San Juan Hill and when they returned Joseph bounded up to Graig and excitedly told
him that “They must see it to believe it.” Truly, the experience hiking up San Juan Hill changes
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Interior of Amasa Barton Blacksmith Shop which was at the
southwest corner of the fort originally. Location description by Albert

Dirt floors required
sprinkling at intervals to
lay the native dust and
tempt the soil to harden.
Albert R. Lyman, History of
San Juan County, 1918.

Factory, an unbleached
cotton cloth, was stretched
over the ceiling to make
that better looking and to
catch the water in rain
storms—a difficult task as
it became badly mud
stained.” Mrs. Frederick I.
Jones, Saga of San Juan,
pg. 66.

R. Lyman in Indians and Outlaws pg. 85 and on maps of Bluff that Albert prepared in
Utah State Historical Society’s Bluff Historic District Files. All cabin photos by Ron Bateman.
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Thales & Margaret Haskell Family Cabin built
in October 2008. Ron Bateman photos.
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“This ground (speaking of Bluff Fort)
is hallowed by the faith and works of
its original settlers. Though the
elevation is only 4300 feet above sea
level, it stands as close to the stars
and the heavens as one can get on
this mortal earth. It is a magnificent
monument to the faith and courage
of its original settlers. Monuments
are the sanctuary of memory. They
constitute the holy mountain from
which vantage point we see the
vision of the past, present, and
future. They are the temple of
memory which gives meaning and
purpose to all we do.” Joseph Fielding
McConkie, October 18, 2008




Graig explained to the McConkies what
the Foundation was trying to do and that
we wanted to start building cabins to
create a simulation of the original “Hollow
Square” Fort. Graig told them that each
cabin would cost about $18,000 and asked
if the family could contribute that amount.
Joseph and the others felt confident they
could and soon plans were made to return
the following October 2008 and build the
first cabin for James and Lucinda Redd.

In the spring of 2008, preparations
were made to build the first cabins at the
Fort. Yellowstone Log Company of Rigby,
ID, supplied the first three cabin packages
and sent Nick to help oversee construction.
Money was raised by the family and after
Paul Sondrigger added fill, raising the south
side of the property. He then graded the
lower portion of the property. Three
concrete pads were laid in advance of the
McConkie family’s arrival.

On October 12-18, 2008, over 150
descendants of James and Lucinda Redd
descended on the Fort. The Foundation fed
the crew from Thursday noon to Saturday

breakfast. Nina Taylor, LaRue Barton and
others spearheaded that project. John Cox not only provided the doors for all the cabins, but
the recipe for Dutch Oven Chicken and Rice for Friday night’s dinner. Over 160 people came to
help build the first three log cabins.

Lemuel & Eliza Redd Family Cabin built in
April 2009. Ron Bateman photos.

Trees and shrubbery arrived on the site delivered by Ed Platt, of Linden Nursery, a Lyman
descendant. A sprinkler system was installed to water the new trees and the older ones that
Corinne had previously planted. Over 30 trees were planted. Two Japanese boys were riding
their bicycles from Canada to Mexico. They stopped and helped plant trees and provided
other help where needed. They were fed and camped at LaRue and Karl Barton’s.

The projects were divided up. Stan McConkie, of St. George, headed up the trencher and
laying the sprinkler lines. Ben and Mary Donaho’s two sons loved using Ralph Redd’s post hole
digger to begin each tree hole. Then they’d get their shovels and clean out the hole, add
amendments and then plant the Cottonwood, Locust and Mulberry trees. Mike Redd took
some flack from his family for taking over 5,000 images of their work.

Some of the women organized a pioneer school with lots of fun activities for the younger
children. They used the Log Meetinghouse for their school.
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The logs from Yellowstone Log Company came labeled on the truck. They each had a place
to go just like Lincoln Logs. After the ridge beam was set then smaller 3” logs made up the
roof. Patrice Pope Tew, attorney by day but roofer by night worked from the ridge beam to lay
the roof. A rubber membrane was rolled out and then dirt was loaded on the roof. Nick from
Yellowstone Log was a master with his chain saw and cut a door and two window openings.
Graig had two windows for each cabin that were purchased at Jones Paint and Glass in Orem.
John Cox, a friend of Graig’s was ready with hand forged-door hardware and doors. The cabin
had been chinked using plaster mesh that had to be cut in long strips with tin snips and then a
mortar mix patched inside and out creating the chinking. A tongue and grooved floor was also
installed.

Ben Black, of Black Hawk Tours, was contracted by the family and brought down
4-wheelers and on Friday, the family took a break from the work to ride to San Juan Hill and
hiked to the top.

The McConkie’s had just finished the southwest corner of the Fort with the James Redd
Cabin, the Thales Haskell Cabin and the Amasa Barton Blacksmith shop. We were all amazed at
how much work and what a dramatic change was now beginning to shape the restored Bluff
Fort.

Friday night we ate the famous and miraculous Chicken and Rice. Nina had looked all over
Salt Lake for Campbell’s Golden Mushroom soup, John’s secret ingredient. She ran to the K&C
in Bluff for a few things and found the soup in a large quantity enough for 5 14” Dutch Ovens
and 1 Deep 16” in which the last of the chicken tenderloins were cooked. The McConkie’s ate
all the main course and then 3 14” Dutch Ovens with Skor Bar Cake. It was quite a feast.

We had asked the family to bring their own chair and where possible a table or two. We
attached a large blue tarp on the west of the shed and then pulled it west and used tent poles
to hold it up. The only kitchen facility was in the Cowboy Cabin with a three-burner stove and
we had two refrigerators. Our kitchen staff pleaded for better facilities to host families.

On Saturday morning a Johnny Cake breakfast started the day. Then a dedication was held
in the Log Meeting House. The meetinghouse was bursting at the seams. There was even a
large contingent listening at the back door. Oscar McConkie Jr. pronounced the lengthy
dedicatory prayer, hymns were sung and the family history rehearsed. The Spirit was strong
and the first cabin raising was completed. The family had a great time and still recount their
joy as they all became “Bluff Fort Worker Boys.” Later Ben and Mary Donahoe donated some
furniture, including a bed for the cabin. They also donated the wonderful reed pump organ
now restored in Room #3 in the Co-op. Wallets were opened and everyone cleaned out their
cash to give to the Fort.

The McConkie family returned again in 2011 to blaze a hike-able trail to the top of Salvation
Knoll. This time they came prepared with their own food committee. David Adams spearhead-
ed Stromboli Calzones cooked at the fort and then transported to Salvation Knoll. Quite a crew
came to help. A trail was carefully carved, lazily circling the Knoll. The trail had been approved
by the Bureau of Land Management and their crew oversaw the construction. No heavy
equipment could be used and so some rocks had to be broken; no jack hammers allowed.
Before the trail was constructed it was a difficult climb, bush-whacking to the top of the Knoll,
but with the creative way that the trail takes you leisurely to the top of Salvation Knoll, it’s
accessible to young and old.

76



2008-09 Kitchen and Veranda Construction

We learned that trying to cook for such large
groups of people with only a small double sink and a
three-burner stove was pretty bleak.

Ron Snowden, a carpenter/project manager,
friend of Graig’s, designed and built the cabinets for
the Bluff Fort kitchen during the winter of 2008-9. A
space was prepared by the removal of a large cast
iron furnace. The concrete slab had to be leveled
and a step cemented for the exterior door. The shed
was a post and beam structure. While a tile floor
and cabinets were being installed, Paul Sondrigger,
Monticello contractor, leveled and poured a concrete apron on the west and north of the
shed. Sona tubes were poured to support a shed overhang so that parties and guests could be
sheltered from the winds and weather.

Contractor Dale Major, a George B. Hobbs descendant, along with a crew of other
volunteers, including a father and two sons from Ogden, no relation to the Fort, came down a
week before the Hobbs cabin was raised and built the awning for the veranda. Lighting and
fans were added by Corinne, and Nina added pull-down shades to the shelter a year later.

Fortkitchen in 2013. Erlene Taylor photo.

Lemuel H. and Eliza Redd Cabin

On April 16-18, 2009, the descendants of Lemuel Hardison Jr and Eliza Redd came to build
their family cabin. Ralph Redd was the leader that pulled off the contribution and the labor
force. About 80 family members joined in this project.

Only one cabin was delivered, this time by Caribou Logs, Nephi, UT. A smaller log was
delivered hoping to give a more rustic look to the cabins. The family had a wonderful time
working and building together. Smaller ancillary projects were organized, but the cabin was
the main accomplishment.

Feeding the families was under the direction of Corinne Roring, LaRue Barton, and Nina
Taylor. Navajo Tacos were made by local Native Americans and served on Thursday night and
then barbequed beef with top ramen salad and rhubarb crisp for dessert. We added johnny
cakes for the first time with the Redds. A recipe was devised that would work on today’s grills
and so, sausage was added to the johnny cakes.

As the crowd was mostly fed that morning, a group of cars arrived in front of the Log
Meeting House, and it was learned that Elder Gerald Lund and his group were going to have a
short meeting in the church. They were also fed johnny cakes and sausage. Corey Maxwell, of
Desert Book and his wife, Karen and his publicist were also in the group, along with family
members retracing parts of the trail.

The Fort Speaks- 2010 “We thought this would be a 5-second stop. We have
been here an hour and a half.”—Florida
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2009 George & Julia Hobbs Cabin (George was a scout on the Hole in the Rock mission)

On May 6"-8" members of the George Hobbs family came to Bluff Fort. The roof over the
concrete patio was nearly complete. Dale Major, cousin and contractor by trade had come to
Bluff the week before to frame the roof of the Veranda. A Brother Atkinson from Ogden had
come by with his two sons on the way to a family wedding in St. George and worked Wednes-
day afternoon and into the evening. Atkinson, a HVAC man by trade and his sons, jumped up
on top and helped complete the laying the
tarpaper and cut and nailed the metal
roofing.

Hobbs descendants came from California
and Denver and the Wasatch front. The
Caribou Log company from Nephi, UT,
constructed the 14’x15’ log box in Nephi from
logs obtained on Cedar Mountain.

On a Thursday morning the Hobbs family
gathered at the Fort to start erecting their log
cabin. They dug in and removed the logs
sequentially off the truck. Logs were first
screwed to the pressure treated plate and
then one by one the log structure began to
take shape.

The grandchildren had a great time scour-
ing the property for blue-bellied lizards. They
had seven in a bottle at one time. They would |
watch the rock piles and the cry would go out.
Joseph Taylor (8) was the lizard catching king.
The log’s box was completed by lunch time. A
crew with tin snips cut plaster wire in strips to
be nailed between the spaces of the logs.

The ridge beam was lifted into place by
Kenneth and Karl Taylor and then 2-inch logs
were placed to create the roof. A rubber roof-
ing material was placed over the whole roof
and then dirt was placed on top of that material. Friday morning a crew set to work mixing a
mortar chinking product that they pressed between each log crack both inside and out. It was
a pretty messy job and took quite a bit of time.

While the chinkers were hard at work there were two young boys that noticed the water
hose dribbling behind the cabin. The water had created quite a nice puddle of mud and they
began playing in it. Taylor Lewis (4) and Tyler Jones (6), Grant and Graig’s grandsons
respectively, began scooping up the gooey mud with their baseball caps and letting it ooze
down off their heads and down their bodies. Ron Snowden our volunteer project manager
noticed the boys hard at work and yelled to “turn off the water.” Graig Taylor went to the

George & Julia Hobbs cabin built in May 2009.
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boys and looking at Ron said, “Nothing like this
could happen anywhere but Bluff.” The hose was
used to make the boys more presentable.

Dinner on Thursday night was Navajo Tacos.
This batch of chili was made by Corinne Roring. It
was learned that the dry farmed beans available at
Dove Creek, Utah made the best chili and that the
fry bread had to be made from Blue Bird Flour and
Crisco.

Four-wheelers had been rented from Black
Hawk Tours for Friday and a number of the family
members went out to San Juan Hill to experience the last
obstacle along the trail.

Nick, from the log company, cut the door and windows
into the side walls of the cabin. Each cabin had two sash
windows purchased from Jones Paint and Glass in Orem.
John Cox had previously built the door and made the iron
hinges and door lock in his forge. John and his son, Bran-
don Cox installed the door and others helped with the win- Samuel & Jody Wood Cabin
dows. Genan
Anderson made curtains for the windows.

The tongue and grooved floor was laid and final
clean up around the cabin was done.

Friday night the group gathered with great food
prepared by Nina and Dixie Taylor, LaRue Barton
and others. Once again, John Cox shared his
“Chicken and Rice” Dutch oven recipe for the
dinner. Joana Major, the Hobbs family matriarch,
and others talked about the Hobbs family that
evening in the Log Meetinghouse. That night there
was a campfire.

The children had been searching the Fort for
blue-bellied lizards but on Friday night, Nate
Taylor added a huge spade-foot toad to his
brother Joseph’s collection of Fort wild life. The
children had a great time in a pioneer school,
chinking and catching lizards and playing with the
small handcarts.

Saturday morning the family feasted on John-
ny cake pancakes and a great chuck wagon
breakfast. The family joined together in a meeting

N R SORE . to dedicate the cabin in the Log Meetinghouse
F.I. and Mary Mackelprang about 10 a.m. Singing hymns and remembering
Jones Cabin. Ron Bateman photos. the sacrifice of George and his two sisters, Eliza-
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beth Harriman and Ellen Fielding and their families made a very nice service. Graig Taylor of-
fered the prayer of dedication. The family all agreed that it had been a great 2 % day family
experience.

A few months later in a stake Conference in Centerville, Elder M. Russel Ballard talked
about grandparents. He said that one of the responsibilities of grandparents was to make
memories with their grandchildren. Soon after that talk, one of the little muddy boys, Taylor
Lewis came to his grandfather Grant and asked him if he could remember when he was a
“Bluff Fort Worker Boy?” With all the fun that he had had, he still felt ownership in the family
project.

The Foundation had thought that it might rent cabins for lodging but when family artifacts
came to the cabins, it was decided not to do that. Grant found a carpenter from Fremont,
Utah who could make antique replicas. He thought that if one of the cabins was staged for
other families to see that the cabins would fill with furniture and memorabilia. David
Jacobson built the furniture for the Hobbs cabin. The bed was a replica of one he had seen in
Orderville, Utah and the settle and dresser were made with dove-tailed joints. He was an
amazing carpenter. He also repaired the furniture that was donated by Ben and Mary
Donaho, that was placed in the James Redd Family Cabin.

The Platte, Adelia, & Annie; Joseph and Nellie; Walter, Sylvia, Elizabeth, Lucy, & Leah;
Edward Leo & Mary Lyman and Hyrum & Rachel, Ben, Mary Ann & Sarah Perkins Cabins

On June 29, 30 and July 1, 2009, the Lyman and Perkins families joined to build two
cabins. There were six Lymans that came through the Hole in the Rock and two Perkins
brothers that came. They had raised more than the requisite $18,000 per cabin and gave the
balance as well. They worked really hard because of the heat, and so the first day they were
way ahead of schedule. The second day they had fewer workers, but the work got done and
they knocked off at 3 pm. They came back on Wednesday to finish things up and dedicate
the homes. Clayson Lyman and his wife Pat had spearheaded the event, but there were
many other family members that were key to the fund-raising for the cabin.

Bluff Fort grounds in the spring of 2009 just prior to the Lyman and Perkins cabins

being built. Fun Fact: on the Fort there were 21 wagons, 7 covered in 2023.
Erlene Taylor photo.
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Cabin representing Platte, Adelia, & Annie; Joseph and
Nellie; Walter, Sylvia, Elizabeth, Lucy, & Leah; Edward

Leo & Mary Lyman. Ron Bateman photos.
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The pioneers roofed the cabins “. ..
with thick coats of sand, which
feathered out into a crop of runty
sunflowers and stink weed, if the
seed— had time to sprout before
the wind carried the sand away. But
whether it raised weeds or blew
away, it never turned the rain,
which dripped dismally from it long

after the sky was clear.” AlbertR.

Lyman, History of San Juan County, 1918, un-
published. Utah State Historical Society.

Hyrum Perkins & Benjamin Perkins

Ben & Hyrum were Welch miners who drilled
and blasted black powder in building a road
through Hole in the Rock. Ben was responsible
for Uncle Ben’s dugway built along a cliff
down to the Colorado River.

Lyman Family Cabin.

Platte was a leader of the Hole in the Rock ex-
pedition. He was the first stake president and
president of the San Juan Cooperative. Walter
founded Blanding, Utah. Joseph was the post-
master and superintendent of schools for San
Juan County.

Ben, Mary Ann, & Sarah; Hyrum & Rachel Perkins Cabin.
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2009 October, Parley & Ency Butt, Samuel & Jody Wood,
and F. I. & Mary Jones Cabins

In 2009, Graig and Grant Taylor guided a second group of Sons of the Utah Pioneers on a
Southern Utah, Arizona trip. Dee Resinae hosted the SUP. They visited the wagon museum in
Cedar City, and Pipe Springs Tithing Fort. They lunched at Jacob Lake
and then bedded down in Page. They took a morning flight to the
Hole in the Rock and Grey Mesa and also had a rafting trip down the
Colorado to Lee’s Ferry. They stayed at the Desert Rose Motel and
Cabins and then had dinner at Salvation Knoll, catered Dutch Oven
and then time at the Fort. Graig and Grant stayed in Bluff and the
tour went back to Salt Lake City.

On Saturday morning June 6th, Graig met Fred Jones on the Fort
property. Fred had gotten wind of the cabin building and had come
to Bluff. As the two brothers talked with Fred, he said that he was
triply related to Hole in the Rock Pioneers. Parley and Ency Butt, Jody
and Sam Wood and to F.I. and Mary Jones. He said that he would like
to have his family build 3 cabins. They told Fred that it would cost $18,000 per cabin and if he
wanted a chimney, it would cost $3,000 more per cabin. Fred said that he wanted to pay for
the cabins and just have his family come to help build. Fred asked if they wanted the check
that day or were they willing to wait. Fred wrote out a check for $45,000 that day. He also
looked over the fort and realized that we were missing ownership of one of the corners and
so offered another $50,000 to help us buy the Johnson Property. He promised to continue his
friendship. The next year money was needed to put the adobe on the Relief Society Building.
Fred was asked and gave $9,000 to finish the exterior of that building.

Fred talked to his aunt Kathern Marks to see if she would be willing to gather the work
party. Kathern had just lost her husband but was willing to take up the charge. The
Foundation crew had the three concrete pads poured, the week before the raising. Graig and
Grant, both legally-blind got on their knees to screed the concrete as the fresh concrete was
poured in the forms. They would call out “left, right, left right, and back” to smooth the
concrete. LaMar Helquist and Ron Snowden looked on and helped with setting the bolts and
final finishing of the pads.

The logs arrived from Nephi late the night before after having mechanical difficulty along
the way. The end of each log was labeled and so they were unloaded by each pad and Thurs-
day morning the descendant crew showed up ready for a couple of hard day’s work. They
had arranged with Ben Black of Blackhawk Tours for ATV rides out to San Juan Hill. Workers
were pulled off the crew in turn so that they were all able to make the trek.

Kathern went on an ATV behind Ben to San Juan Hill. She related this story. After the pass-
ing of her husband, she missed him terribly. When she was needing reassurance, she would
step outside her door and see a contrail or hear an airplane and knowing of her husband’s
love of flying in a B52 bomber in WWII, airplanes seemed to bring peace and solace to her.
She rode out to San Juan Hill and as she and Ben were riding back, Ben stopped to wait for
the rest of the crew. Kathern told Ben of how airplanes seemed to bring her peace. She had
hoped for some sort of a sign from her husband that he knew of all the work of getting her

Ency Butt Memorial.
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Jens Nielson Cabin Interior.

e 5

Jens, Elsie & Kirsten Nielson Family
Cabin was built in May 2010. Jens was
the bishop of the Bluff Ward for 26
years.

“They built their houses joining a hollow

square covering, about three acres, with
all doors and windows on the inside.
Peepholes or portholes in the back of
houses to look from the fort in all
directions. Four heavy gates wide
enough to admit a wagon opened into
each corner of the fort, and a log
meeting house stood in the north
center looking south.” Albert R. Lyman.
Improvement Era, April 1949.

Charles & Jane Walton Family Cabin
and School Replica—Exterior and
Interior. It was built in May 2010.

Charles Walton taught school in the

Log Meetinghouse. Ron Bateman photos.
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family together, but nothing had come. Ben looked up into the beautiful blue sky and nudged
Kathern. There in the clouds, without need for too much imagination, was a cloud that looked
much like a B52 bomber. Tears came to her eyes and when she and Ben looked again the
cloud airplane was changing shape. Kathern was touched by this experience and knew that
she had been blessed with a special experience in San Juan County.

Food was prepared by LaRue, Nina and oth-
er volunteers keeping the work crews close
by. They worked Thursday getting the logs all
laid and spiked together. Doors and window
openings were cut and filled, floors laid and
roofs completed. Saturday morning they were
ready to dedicate the three cabins. The
schedule was completed with ease. A pioneer
school was held and lots of things to do kept
all busily engaged.

Saturday morning after a Johnny Cake
breakfast, the family moved to the Log
Meetinghouse. Hymns rang out of the little
reed pump organ that had been donated by
the Slades, accompanied the congregation.
Talks were given and a prayer of dedication
offered. Fred Jones commissioned Dave
d Jacobsen, of Fremont, to build the furniture
for the Butt cabin. Other family members
brought family furniture and artifacts to fur-
nish the three cabins. Herbs were hung in
Jody’s cabin to remind of her mid-wifery
skills. When cabin messages were being com-

Decker Cabin representing Zechariah & Em- posed, Fred found a diary entry from Parley’s
ma; Zechariah Jr. & Laura; James & Anna; Cor- daughter that described the events leading up
nelius & Elizabeth; Nathaniel & Emma was to the death of Ency. Jessica, Fred’s daughter
builtin October 2010. Ron Bateman photos. was the English voice. Fred procured the
obelisk from Ency’s original grave marker.
Unfortunately, It slipped and cracked. Fred decided to create a copy for the Fort and return
the original to her grave site in Verdure, Utah. It was a great family reunion and experience of
creating a way to remember their ancestors.
Decker Family Cabin—Built October 29-31, 2010
Miracles began to be pretty commonplace while re-creating Bluff Fort. Corinne told Grant
Taylor that he could find a bunch of Deckers around Cortez, CO. Grant was working on getting
families to come and build the replica cabins. While skimming down the phone listings for
Deckers, Grant’s finger stopped on Danny. A phone call was made and Grant explained to
Annette what the Foundation was trying to do with the log cabins. She turned the phone to
her husband Danny, and Grant asked Danny who might be the patriarch of the family that
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2010 October 28, logs arriving for the Decker
Cabin building project.

7 &< £

Deckers singing “I Am a Child of God.” Grant Taylor

speaking at the Decker Cabin Dedication.
Erlene Taylor photos.

Left- Sign painter Grant L. Taylor helped with flooring.
Deckers applying rubber matting and dirt to the roof.
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could help get a cabin built for the Decker’s. Danny said, “I guess that would be me.”

The Deckers brought their crew to Bluff. They brought so many people that other projects
were also planned for them to help with. Additional sprinkler lines were laid to water more
trees and shrubbery. One of the Decker boys manned the trencher and made light work of the

In review, by October of 2008, three cabin replicas had been raised: Thales Haskell, Barton
Blacksmith Shop, and James Monroe Redd cabins. The next year 2009, in April the Lemuel H
Redd Jr. cabin was built, George Hobbs cabin in May, and the Lyman (Platte, Walter, Joseph
and Edward) and Perkins (Hiram and Ben) cabins were built in June. In October of 2009,
unbelievably, three cabins went up, the Frederick Jones cabin; Samuel Wood cabin; and Parley
Butt cabin. Everything was finished in time for the dedication of the John Taylor monument on
October 24th, 2009. By May of 2010 two more cabins were built by descendants of Jens Nielsen
and Charles Eugene Walton, and that fall the Deckers joined forces to honor their ancestors
(James, Cornelius, Nathaniel and Zachariah Sr. and Jr.) with their cabin. By spring of 2011 the
Bayles family was ready to fill the final spot.

sprinkler addition.

The logs arrived from Nephi on
Wednesday night, and Thursday morning
the Decker family showed up with gloves
in hand, ready for a couple days of hard
work. The Decker cabin anchors the south-
east corner of the hallowed-square. On
Thursday logs were off-loaded and laid up
and spiked creating the log box. Door and

Hanson, Mary Ann, and Evelyn Bayles Family
cabin and interior at Bluff Fort.

Ron Bateman photos.
window openings were cut and installed. Friday ;
chinking, roofing and pine floor installation took [F=SsS
place. John Cox of Orem made the door and it '
was hung with special hardware. By Saturday
morning the stone path and hitching post had
been installed. One of the family members had
made a carved wooden sign. The dedication was held by the cabin. Hymns were sung. Grant
Taylor thanked the family for their hard work and determination. Danny dedicated the cabin
and the deed was done. It was a remarkable experience for each of the families who came;
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Foundation & mudding the roof of the
Hanson Bayles Cabin, April 11, 2011.

Bayles Cabin building in
2011.

Photos
Janet
Wilcox &
Erlene
Taylor.

Kitchen help to
feed the crew-
Nina Taylor,
LaRue Barton,
Corinne Roring.

Laying the cabin floor.
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being together with aunts, uncles and cousins and making a place where stories could be told
and memories made.

Hanson, Mary Ann, & Evelyn Bayles (pronounced Bayless) Family Cabin

“On the morning of April 21st, 2011, after an early breakfast prepared by the wonderful
folks of the Hole in the Rock Foundation, construction began on the Hanson Bayles cabin at
Bluff Fort. What turned out to be the work project by Hanson’s grandchildren, great
grandchildren and great-great grandchildren turned out to be a Hanson Bayles labor of love
project. A large number of family members with their construction tools and skills flocked to
the Bluff Fort and immediately began to work on the construction as well as doing other tasks
to help the effort.

“Grandchildren of Hanson attending were Marion Bayles, John Bayles, Donald Bayles, Lloyd
Bayles, Gail Hope Passey, Merene Holt Buck, Willa Ray Holt, Jocelyn Bayles Johnson, Dwayne
Bayles, Peggy Bayles Palmer, Joel Bayles and Georgia Bayles Black.

“All family attending had an awesome three-day experience. Everyone was kept busy
working on the cabin, helping in the kitchen, working in the garden and on the new
restrooms.”

“Dwayne 's family outdid themselves entertaining the little ones, keeping them busy with
activities—making rag dolls, pet rocks, cowboy hats, listening to stories, playing marbles,
making pioneer covered wagons with Twinkies, and working their little hearts out chinking,
mudding and staining the logs. The dolls were donated to the Fort gift shop to be sold, which
helped with their operating expenses.

“Dwayne Bayles conducted the dedication services held in the meeting house on Saturday
morning. Kevin Palmer gave the opening prayer, Lloyd Bayles gave a history of Hanson,
Marianne Durham and Evelyn Lyman and their families. Mark Bayles, the first patriarch in his
family gave the dedicatory prayer.

“The finishing touches to the cabin made it all come alive with portraits of Hanson, Mary
Ann and Evelyn brought by John Bayles. The quilt on the bed was made by Mickey Palmer and
she lovingly named it “Aunt Mary’s Garden”. Before they left, they even heated up the forge
at the Barton blacksmith shop and branded the door. No question as to whose cabin it was
with the HB brand on the front door. Saturday afternoon the family went to San Juan Hill and
also up to the cemetery.

“The Hanson Bayles family expressed a special thanks to Corinne Roring and the Hole in the
Rock Foundation for providing us the opportunity to be a part of this spiritual event honoring
our ancestor and his families in his calling to the San Juan Mission. Thank you, Corinne, for
allowing our family to be a part of your vision of the Bluff Fort. It was an incredible and
awesome experience and gave us a chance to get reacquainted with our family. The
hospitality was great, and the food prepared by the Hole in the Rock Foundation was the
best.” By Janet Keeler Wilcox and Peggy Bayles Palmer (Granddaughter of Hanson and Evelyn Lyman Bayles).
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BLUFF FORT HISTORIC SITE

1. Co-op Visitor's Center 16. Decker Cabin

2. Restrooms 17. Jens Nieison Cabin

3. Relief Society Building 18. George B. Hobbs Cabin

4. Maintenance Bullding 19. Thales Haskell Cabin

5. Crafts Building 20. Amasa Barton Blacksmith Shop
6. Navajo Hogan 21. Farm Equipment Display

7. Ute Tepee 22. James Redd Cabin

8. Water Wheel 23. Lemuel H. Redd

9. Gold Panning 24. Joseph Barton Original Cabin
10. Parley Butt Cabin 25. Lyman Cabin

11. Samuel Wood Cabin 26. Perkins Cabin

12. Frederik |. Jones Cabin 27. Kumen Jones Home

13. Holyoak Encampment 28. Pavilion

14, Charies Walton School/Cabin  29. Meeting House

15. Hanson Bayles Cabin 30 Monument

Location of the cabins and all other Bluff Fort displays in 2024. (From a brochure.)

"The unity among the people, coming out with no conveniences, and yet
they were just as happy as they could be."”
-- Sarah Williams
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Audio Cabin Messages

Grant was contacted by a company which offered a service allowing visitors to use their cell
phones to hear messages around the Fort. A neighbor of Grant’s told him about a summer
internship through Stanford University that allowed students to work on historical projects.
Jonathan Pulsipher came to Bluff and we tried to immerse him in the stories. His family were
Hales from the Hale theater people. Jonathan worked up some story scripts, but they didn’t
quite fit the feeling.

Grant, LaRue and Karl Barton had been talking about a message for the Barton Cabin. Nina
and Grant went to visit LaRue at the Huntsman Cancer Institute, and Grant used his laptop as
they brainstormed together. After the restoration of the Barton Cabin, Lamont Crabtree made
up some story boards which included the great family group picture of the Barton family.
Before the passing of Grant and Nina’s son Michael in August of 2010, they had taken a
picture of their whole family at their son Mark’s wedding reception. Grant realized that these
two photos had something in common. They were the last photograph of that family when all
would be in it. Mike passed six weeks after the photo was taken. Similarly, Harriet Barton
passed away within a year of the Barton family photo. LaRue had placed a rocking chair next
to the bed in the cabin and this gave Grant the idea of Hannie, the oldest daughter telling the
story.

Like many of the stories that Grant wrote, it was almost a revelatory experience. The words
just flowed reflecting the oldest daughter talking to her mother in the photo, sharing her loss
and the difficulties of taking over the mothering of all those little siblings. It was amazing that
Grant and Nina’s loss gave Grant the empathy to create this touching pioneer story. A month
later Dick Jacobs and Kassie Barton Welch recorded the story. LaRue found a letter that
Hannie had written to her grandparents, the Richards, in Paragonah. In the letter she reflected
on the death of her mother and there were tremendous similarities in the texts of both the
letter and the script. The languages came later.

Dick Jacobs, a retired electrical engineer, formerly employed by the audio-visual
department for the LDS Church for over 30 years, helped with all the recordings. We used the
descendants’ voices of Vinnie Harker (Eliza Redd), Elaine and Frank Rowley (Perkins), Fred
Jones’ granddaughter Jessica (Ency Butt), Paul, Joseph and Nathan Taylor (Hobbs), Connie
Jacobs (RS Building), Mark Taylor (Bayles & other), Jack Powers (Monument and Waterwheel),
Burnis Skinner (Meetinghouse) Nina Taylor (Decker), Even Madsen (Jens Nielson) and others.
These descendants were so good to help us with recording the stories.

Trudy and John Franco DeAngeles translated Italian. Peter Mueller, Ante Uchtdorf Evans,
and Sabastian Buck were our German translators. Adrian Demartin and his wife Beatrice were
most of our Spanish voices. Lucas Sosa also helped with Spanish. It required a lot of recording
time and then lots more time for Dick to edit the scripts for six languages that he didn’t know.
His wife Connie would remove the repeats by getting the spacing just right when the audio
needed splicing.

I, Grant sat down one evening to write about George Hobbs, my great grandfather. |
prayerfully considered the stories that | knew about him and his experiences with the
Company. As | began to type the words flowed and so did the tears. | realized that each one
of the messages could only be about % page single spaced. Well, the words and stories just
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kept coming. It was as if Grandpa George was by my side. The idea came to use my oldest
son for the first story recordings and then his two young sons, 9 and 11. The two stories that
Joe and Nathan recorded are amazing the way they used phrases like “skedaddled down, or
high tailed it back.” Buttons #6 and #7 tell these stories.

Fred Jones, when contacted about a story, had just found a letter that Ency’s daughter
had written in her journal about the day her mother passed away. Jessica was a great voice
for that story and it is a great beginning as the visitors start their visit to the cabins. | worked
with Danny and Annette Decker, of Cortez, on the Anna Marie story of losing her husband
and children to diphtheria. There were tears and a thinning of the veil experience creating
that story with the Deckers.

Dick Jacobs designed a

Audio buttons provide very effective push button
pioneer stories in six system so visitors to the
languages. Buttons cabins could listen to sto-
shown are at the Relief ries in their own language.
Society building door. Example below.

Ron Bateman photos.
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Jack Powers (see more extensive description in Chapter Four Volunteers.)

Jack Powers, Fort carpenter, is the present voice at the monument and John Taylor and
the water wheel. Jack’s voice has a raspy and mature sound that helps to tell the story.

We tried a cell phone system of listening to the stories for a time, but Dick Jacobs came up
with an idea. He annually would go to the Computer Electronics Show in Las Vegas. He found
a small amplifier and chip reader. Jack built little boxes in which the components would fit.
Dick wired each cabin with an inside speaker as well as a switch to turn on or off an exterior
speaker. Jack hid the speaker by the ridge beam of the cabins. Jack and Dick created a button
pad with seven buttons. Languages were added to each button over the ensuing years.
During the Covid epidemic the buttons were solar sterilized between pushings and so it
afforded visitors a way to hear stories even with the Co-op closed.

Jack created so many wonderful items for the Fort. I, Grant asked Don Enders, historical
restorationist, who worked for the LDS Church, if there was someone who might know about
pottery and tinware used during the 1880’s who could help with the cabins. Don suggested
that | contact Jack Powers, Jr. Nina and | went to Charleston, Utah to meet with him and he
suggested that his dad might want to become involved. Jr was in his early 60’s and so | didn’t
think his dad would be of much use, but | was impressed to call him.

He agreed to help. In a tiny PUD (planned unit development) garage he turned out works
of art for the Fort, including a buffet cabinet, two podiums,
one with a retractable TV inside, end tables, picnic tables and
benches, benches with backs for upstairs and all of the
organizational cabinetry in the Co-op Gift Shop. He made
packing boxes and small boxes to sit on in Room #2. Trailer
after trailer found it’s way from Farmington, Utah to Bluff
Fort. He was a great friend of the Fort and his wife Vaunna
allowed him to build as long as she could park her car back in
the garage at night. Most nights it worked and a neighbor
across the development allowed him to store wood and
finished product in her garage. Jack died in 2023 at age 93.

Sorenson Legacy Foundation

In the spring of 2008, a trip was planned to go into Cotton-
wood Canyon. Miles Lignell, a friend of Grant’s was the leader
of the pack, with Graig Taylor, Lamont Crabtree, and Grant
Taylor from the HIRF Board. Laurel Casjiens came from the
Utah Office of Museum Services. A friend of Miles Fitzpatrick
came and brought his friend Joseph Sorenson.

We met up at Lake Canyon under large cottonwood trees.
Joe Sorenson pulled up in his late model Hummer. Miles was
having mechanical difficulties, and we were late getting off the next morning. Since Graig and
Grant are legally blind, they traded off riding with different vehicles. Graig and Grant rode
with Joseph. They were both helping to raise funds for the Fort project. Joe learned the story

Jack Powers and grandson.
Courtesy of Erlene Taylor
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Dick Jacobs built the new electronics systems to show all three Hole in the
Rock movies, one with various languages in both the visitors center and in the
Log Meeting House. Photo from 2017 missionary memory book.

Jack Powers made the
cabinet that raises and
lowers the TV in the Log
Meeting House.

Ron Bateman photos.
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Jack Powers built and installed
counters for the partially hidden

. i Photos from 2017 missionary memory book.
cash registers in the Co-op.
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of the San Juan Mission. Grant asked Joe if Graig and he could meet with him when they got
back to civilization. Joe agreed. It took Grant about three months to garner courage to make
the call. Joe was glad to hear from his jeeping buddies. They met in Joe’s office in Murray and
talked about plans at Bluff Fort. When Graig told Joe that John Taylor was the prophet that
extended the call, he said that he was related to him. In fact, Joe’s middle name was Taylor.

Joe said that he thought his mother would also be interested and so arrangements were
made to bring lunch to her home from Paradise Cafe. Beverley liked tomato basil soup and
turkey cranberry sandwiches for lunch. LaMar Helquist, Grant and Graig Taylor came to the
meeting. They met around Beverley’s round table and talked about Bluff Fort and what the
Hole in the Rock Foundation was trying to do to share the story of the San Juan pioneers.
Beverley turned to her assistant, Lisa, and asked if it was too late to submit a grant application
for the 1*" quarter. It was about December 2" and the deadline was December 1st. Lisa told
Beverley that she could do anything she wanted and so we worked hard over the next couple
of days, getting all the paperwork together and submitted a grant. We were astounded when
we found out that Sorenson Legacy Foundation was willing to give HIRF $150,000 for Fort
development. That was exactly what was needed to help the cabin building phase at the Fort.

The grant acted as a perpetual cabin building fund. Some families didn’t quite meet their
assessment to build their cabins by the date set for the building project. It allowed the HIRF to
continue building 2 to 3 cabins per year even in a recession.

Each year after, projects were defined and voted on by the board and applications for grant
monies were submitted to the Sorenson Legacy Foundation. Through their generosity, building
projects were completed. Church service missionaries helped stretched the dollars by con-
structing many projects without paid labor. Projects included: the co-op store/visitor center, a
veranda pad and awning at the shed, “If These Walls Could Talk” video, water wheel & gold
panning, John Taylor Statue & Monument Plaza, kitchen remodel and laundry room, pavilions
at Camp Stickie-ta-Tudy, restrooms at Stickie, an irrigation system and landscaping.

John Taylor Statue Dedication

In February of 2009, Grant was at “Museum Day” at the Utah State Capitol Rotunda. The
Hole in the Rock Foundation had a table top display showing the coming of the co-op. Senator
Dennis Stowell from Cedar City came by with his friend Stanley Johnson. The senator asked if
we wanted to see this small statue of President John Taylor. Stan was an artist from Parowan
and had a Marquette of John Taylor. Senator Stowell said that Bluff Fort might need a statue of
the prophet who called the San Juan missionaries. | borrowed the statue and took it to Joe
Sorenson. He was very proud of his great grandfather and thought it might be appropriate to
present to his mother for her birthday. Stan said that it would cost $30,000 to create the
statue. He went to work.

One day he came to Salt Lake and we were going to visit Beverley to make sure that the
bust looked okay. She had offered two pictures of President Taylor. One was a photograph and
the other a painting, a favorite of the family.

Stan and | met Beverley at her home in Murray. The bust had many of the facial qualities of
Stan and not John. Beverley suggested that we work on it at her home. We went to Beverley’s
deceased husband James’ north bedroom and worked. Beverley checked in and Stan worked
on. Finally, he felt pretty good about changes he had made and the visiting teachers came.
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JOHN TAYLOR STATUE
DEDICATION OCTOBER 24, 2009

In October 2009, a cement slab
was built on which the John
Taylor statue was placed.

Dell Taylor, the sculptor Stan Johnson,
& a worker getting ready to remove

the statue from the truck.

Native American girls, who danced for Photos by Erlene Taylor.

the dignitaries ate under the veranda.

Brothers Grant L. and Dell Taylor, brothers Graig and
Grant Taylor, unknown, & Ron Snowden installing
the rock slab on which the statue will rest. Having
two Grant Taylors at the Bluff Fort provided many
fun moments, especially when names were called out
and the two men answered at the same time,
according to Erlene Taylor.

Installing the mounts &
setting the statue on the
base.
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Beverley invited them to look at the bust and the
pictures, and they told her they thought it was a
great likeness of her grandfather.

Stan finished the statue in Parowan and then it
was cast at the Adonis Foundry in Salt Lake. The
Foundation created a plinth for the statue to
placed. Graig composed and had a monument
company complete bullet points that described
President Taylor and his life. The monument
company had never done a bullet point on a mon-
ument. Graig loved bullet points. Corinne found a
stone slab in Monticello that could top the plinth.

A dedication was planned for October. Beverley thought that a General Authority might be
asked to come and dedicate the monument. She suggested Elder L. Tom Perry. His wife
Barbara was from the 2" wife of John
Taylor and a good friend of Beverley’s.

We had to check find a runway long
enough to land their jet, but President
Hinckley had come to the Blanding Airport
a few years earlier in the Huntsman jet.
Governor Gary Herbert was invited to
come as well.

It was a beautiful day for a dedication.
Ben Black had a nice minibus in which
Graig and Grant picked up Beverley, James
Jr and his wife, Nina, Joe and Kathleen
Sorenson, along with Governor Gary

Elder L. Tom Perry speaking at the John Taylor Herbert, and Elder L. Tom Perry. On the
monument dedication, said “You think you're bus ride to Bluff, Graig and Grant shared
done, but you are just beginning.” Grant Taylor the itinerary for the day. There was not a
looking on. Covered statue is right of Elder great entrance to the Fort yet and so they
Perry. Erlene Taylor photos. came through the cowboy cabin porch.

They were fed breakfast and then some
Native American girls danced for them by the veranda. They walked to a few cabins and then it
was time for the dedication to begin. Grant Taylor conducted the meeting. A stage was erect-
ed out of risers in front of the stone monuments. Stanley Johnson and his wife Polly had a
large drape arranged over the statue. Over 650 people were in attendance.

Mary Jane Woodger, a professor at BYU gave a brief bio of the prophet John Taylor (see
Appendix). James Sorenson sang “A Poor Wayfaring Man of Grief” using the original melody
and then the common one used today. He accompanied himself on his guitar. Then the
Governor spoke and then Elder L. Tom Perry, Apostle for the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints spoke. He said that Beverley had called his wife Barbara and asked what he
might be doing the weekend after October Conference. Beverley descends from the 7th wife

A shroud was covering the Taylor statue.
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Beverley Taylor
Sorensen, major
benefactor of Bluff
Fort. Obituary photo.

Beverley Sorenson after she

unveiled the statue. Corinne Roring
photo.

Elder L. Tom Perry, Governor Gary
Herbert, & the Sorensen family were fed

breakfast on the Cowboy Cabin porch.
Photos by Erlene Taylor

Corinne Roring speaking at the
dedication. Grant Taylor who
conducted is behind her. Erlene Taylor
stated that “Corinne is quite the ‘young
at heartlady.’ She reminds me of what
Annie Oakley may have been like. Plus,
she can outwork any of us volunteers.
We really enjoy her company and
friendship.”

John Taylor descendants were on hand to commemorate
this tribute to President John Taylor who issued the call
to the Hole-in-the-Rock Pioneers in 1879. Elder Tom
Perry dedicated the statue. Left to right- Joseph & James
Sorensen, Governor Gary Herbert, Beverley Sorensen,
Elder L. Tom Perry, and Stan Johnson the sculptor.
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President John Taylor.

wife of President Taylor. Elder Perry knew that he was booked
for the dedication. He said that from time to time it is
appropriate to raise an Ebenezer to our God. His booming voice
with the pageant sound system borrowed from the Blanding
Stake was wonderful to hear. After the monument was
dedicated by Elder Perry, the Sorenson family gathered around
the statue and with a little help, Beverley pulled the drape from
the statue.

Pictures were taken and then the dignitaries were ushered
back to their bus. Ben Black had two Ford Expeditions and some
ATV’s for the dignitaries to ride out to San Juan Hill. A lunch was
served at the site of the Rincone Trading post, including
sandwiches and LaRue’s famous potato salad. Pictures were tak-
en at the bottom of the hill. James and Nina were the first ones
back to the highway. They did have a good time. They were a
little worried about getting back to the plane and to Provo for a
BYU football game. Rumor had it that they arrived with plenty of

time to make it to the game.

It was a lovely day and the events went off without a hitch, thanks to all the helpers with
food, set up and takedown, sound and stage. It was amazing how many cars lined the streets
around the Fort. Everyone had come for a fun day. They brought their own chairs and hats to

protect from the sun.

Corinne Roring wrote in the 2009 HIRF newsletter: “At the end of the John Taylor Monu-
ment dedication day, when all were gone and the Fort was empty, the sky turned into a
brilliant, soft red and orange desert sunset. A quiet, calm light fell upon the statue with
the hand pointing to the wall of our ancestors"” names, and all was well . . . All was well.
| stood there in the twilight of that place with tears falling and a thankful heart for my
Jens and Kirsten (Nielson), my Charles and Jane (Walton), my Fred and Mary (Jones) and
for you and all yours. | knew it was all worth it, they are worth it. | believe they approve,
and that is good. Yes, this humble little Fort was meant to be, and the time is now. And
your support and your hard work are making it a lasting memorial to them.”

Crowd after the

dedication.
Erlene Taylor photo.

Elder L. Tom Perry and

Corinne Roring.

99



Modern History of Bluff Fort

Relief Society Building Renovation in 2010

Corinne Roring pulled the framed structure that had been the second Relief Society
building in Bluff to the middle of the Fort. She and her grandson Craig took off the asbestos
covering and began applying wood shingles to it. The floor was buckled and it looked a site.
Some thought it should just be torched, but LaMar Helquist and his brother Lyle wanted to
have a go at it. A concrete pad was poured on the northeast corner of the fort. LaMar and Lyle
went to work straightening and leveling the floor. It was insulated and sheet-rocked. Joe
Branden wired and mudded the rock. Lyle re-worked the cabinet in the building.

We needed money to stone the building and approached Fred Jones. He gave us $9000.
Just before we were to stone it, LaRue Barton found a letter from Jens Nielson to Joseph
Barton on his mission that said that the Relief Society sisters had the adobe and shingles
ready to complete their building. He also said that he donated S50 for chairs. Roy Madison
from LaVerkin was helping stone some fireplaces and chimneys on the cabins. He had
repaired the Brigham Young Winter Home in St. George, which was adobe. He made the
bricks in LaVerkin with a pinkish cast and reported that he had them all done, but we hadn’t
gotten the money to pay for the project. Fred came on board and the building received its
adobe exterior with rock window ledges. Shingles were applied and the building turned into a
wonderful little structure. Lamar put in pine plank flooring and pink landscape roses were
planted with lilacs on the east to adorn the little building.

The Relief Society Building was
moved to the fort on April 11,
2003 from the Clarence Johnson
homesite. It was originally
situated on the southeast part of
the Fort, near the present site of
the waterwheel. It was moved to
its present site in 2010.

Bluff Relief Society Building was
refurbished in 2010. Right: March

28,2010 adobe brick was added.
Photos by Erlene Taylor.
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This plaque hangs in the Bluff Fort Relief Society building
detailing its’ history.
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The Relief Society
building with one
of Grant L. Taylors’
hand-drawn,
hand-painted signs.

Grant L. Taylor
stained the roof of
the Relief Society
building, also.

Ron Bateman photos.

AR L

29 October 2010 Ute Tepee, rocks for the Co-op, a wagon,
the Visitors’ Center, Navajo Hogan. Erlene Taylor photo.
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Bluff Fort Provides Pause That Refreshes

It doesn't take flashing lights, carnivals, and donut shops to entice tourists and buses to
stop. Having a spacious, clean bathroom facility ranks right at the top of important musts.
Imagine how amazed the original Hole-in-the-Rock Pioneers would be to return to San Juan
County and find a luxurious bathroom facility at Bluff Fort. Changing tables, running water,
and private stalls for both men and women are a far cry from bushes and cliffs where pioneers
sought bathroom privacy a century ago. Bus tours, youth groups, families and other tourists
who visit Bluff Fort today now enjoy a convenience that was never even imagined 130 years
ago.

The restroom foundation and cement slab were built by Hurst construction, and Redd
mechanical installed the plumbing. A group of volunteers under the expert guidance of Ron
Snowden put up the walls and ceiling beams and covered them with plywood. Construction
continued through last winter (of 2011} and then in March when the Bayles family came to
build their cabin. Part of the group put up the siding on the restroom. Tiles on the walls and
floor finished off the pristine facility, a far cry from the two seaters of earlier times. Its
completion can now qualify Bluff Fort as a designated stop for bus tours going through San

Juan Cou nty.” Written by Janet K. Wilcox (http://blandingbitspieces.blogspot.com/2011
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Fort Restrooms 2023 above.

New Fort Restrooms in 2011.
Courtesy of Hugh Kirkham 2011 photos,
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CHAPTER THREE

Miracle of the San
Juan Cooperative

“Jewel of the Fort”

The pioneer co-op store was located on the northeast corner of the fort. The
cooperative venture, which provided a means for buying, selling and trading
became very successful. The Navajos and Utes also frequented the store, trading
their wool, pelts and woven goods. Near the turn of the century, the log
structure was replaced with a two-story stone building. The upper floor of the
new store was used as the community’s dance hall. Jens Nielson said the first
holiday dance was held in the co-op in December of 1899. In 1925, robber alias
Fred Starr used too many sticks of dynamite when attempting to open the safe.
His actions caused the demise of both the co-op and Fred Starr.




Finally, the day had
arrived for the long
awaited Co-op to be
built. Author Janet
Wilcox explains:
“Governor Gary
Herbert promised
Corrine Roring last
Wednesday, that not
only would he ‘polish
his dancing shoes’ for
next year’s promised
dedication of the Bluff

Co-op, but that he October 12, 2011--Historic day for Bluff Fort

would ‘start practicing i
his dancing steps.’ Co-op groundbreaking

“Master of Ceremonies and former San Juan County commissioner, Lynn Stevens, intro-
duced Gov. Herbert, as ‘Utah’s Most Rural Governor’ and complimented him on his efforts
to represent and visit rural Utah. While in San Juan County, on Oct. 12 Herbert, also spoke
to students statewide via the Utah Education Network and visited several local schools,
Blanding Visitors’ Center, Edge of the Cedars Museum, and others.

“Gov. Herbert reminded the audience of about 100 people at Bluff Fort, that the
groundbreaking of the new Bluff Co-op, was a
remembrance of those who had come
before. ‘We are standing on the shoulders of
the Hole in the Rock pioneers, whose qualities
can still be incorporated today.” The addition of
a replica of the first Co-op promises to be the
Gem of the Fort, and will once again be the hub
Re of what happens here at the Fort.

“The Co-op was one of San Juan County’s
A first successful businesses, where bartering and
trading with Native Americans and pioneers
alike made it the center of commerce during

Utah Governor Gary Herbert speaking at -the years of the gold rush, and first oil boorl'\
the groundbreaking ceremony for the in San Juan County. In fact, Herbert stated, ‘the

Bluff Fort Co-op October 2011. Co-op paid a 10% dividend to original investors
during the first 5 months of existence, and later
paid 25% dividends to investors before the first year ended.’

“The Governor told citizens that the state is looking for ways to expand the economy in
rural Utah, saying that Tourism and Travel can help. He thanked local residents for ‘all you
do to raise good families and to run good businesses.” Dignitaries who participated in the
groundbreaking, and who were introduced by Mr. Stevens included Wilson Martin

)
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(Chairman of Utah State History, and Chairman of
Four Corners Heritage Council); Shirley Silversmith
(Director, Utah Division of Indian Affairs); President
Mike Redd (Blanding LDS Stake); Elder Perry Webb
(6™ Quorum of 70’s LDS church area representative);
San Juan County commissioners: Kenneth Maryboy,
Phil Lyman, and Bruce Adams; Cleal Bradford (Chair
of Trail of the Ancients Council, and member of
Heritage Council, as
well as writer of the

Lynn Stevens, San Juan County original grant of
Commissioner & Master of Ceremonies. $486,600 to build the

new Co-op); Manuel
Heart (Ute Tribal Councilman and former Chairman of the Ute
Mt. Ute Tribe); and Leigh Von der esch (Director of Travel &
Film for Utah).

“In her introductory welcome, Corinne Roring, on behalf of the Hole-in-the-Rock Founda-
tion, thanked those who had worked so hard to make her ‘distant dream’ of 10 years ago, a
reality. ‘I predict that with the addition of
the Bluff Co-op, the Bluff Fort complex will
become a must stop and see destination for
all those who pass along Hwy 191. . .This

op store would not have succeeded without

you.” She thanked all those who over the
VISItOfITra“ Centel' past four years, had helped to raise the
matching money to the original grant; and
thanked the Bluff Fort volunteers who
‘perform a labor of love’ in keeping the
gardens and grounds so clean and beautiful.
“She predicted that in 2012 ‘we’ll
celebrate the dedication of the Co-op’
which will be the ‘Jewel of the Fort’ by

Corim_le Roring speaking at the ground ‘ringing the bells,” (as they did in early Bluff
breaking ceremony for the Bluff Fort Co-0p. | hen Utah became a state in 1896), and

‘with a feast, and dancing ‘til midnight — so
get your dancing shoes ready. Bluff will buzz with activity again!’

“Following the official ground breaking, many 3" through 5t grade students from Bluff
Elementary also took turns breaking the soil for the new building. A delicious lunch with
barbecued meat was prepared by Twin Rocks Café, and salads, cookies, and drinks prepared
by the fort volunteers fed the group. It was a delightful end to a beautiful day of culmination,
ceremony and hope." Article & photos by Janet Keeler Wilcox “Hole in the Rock News,” Volume 11, Winter 2011.
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LaRue Barton instructing spring cleaning volunteers
gathered in the double hogan visitors’ center, 2012. Erlene Taylor photos.
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In the time of transition, an April 13, 2013 photo shows products on display for sale in the Log Meet-

inghouse until the Co-op was completed. The hogan visitor center was being used for costuming for
the “If These Walls Could Talk” movie. Below, Jewelry display in the hogan visitor’s center in 2010.

The Fort Speaks— A visitor from
Denmark wrote “A fine park. A little
like being taken back to my childhood
where | read Laura Ingalls ‘Little
House on the Prairie.”
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Below: pallets of
cut stone for use
in new co-op.

Erlene Taylor photos.

2012 Squirrels playing on rock pile
saved from Kumen Jones home. Site of new Co-op.

2012 June Exterior walls going up. 2012 June place support beams.

2012 August continuing on roof joists. 2012 June lifting beams on Fort.

Construction photos of the San Juan Cooperative in 2012-13, taken by Dennis Harvey.
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2013 September interior construction of

Co op- stairs, roof, siding, & completion.
Dennis Harvey photos.

2013 unfinished interior of Co-op.
LaRue Kirkham photo.

2014 Newly completed
Co-op before the sign was
added.

Corinne Roring stepped off the
exact location of the Co-op long
before it was built. She knew
exactly where she wanted it.
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Corinne Roring loved all the missionaries! She built a house and
apartments across the street from the Fort so she could be in Bluff,
and have a place for the missionaries to live and to gather. These
photos show the home under construction in spring 2013.

Erlene Taylor photos.

Co-op Pump Organ by Grant Taylor

This reed pump organ is probably over 100 years old. This type
of organ was available through the Sears and Roebuck catalog.
They were about $100 and then $10 for shipping.

Ben and Mary Donaho were dating in 1971 and decided to go
to an auction in Springville, Utah. This organ came up on the
block and Ben asked Mary if she would like it. | think he was
trying to woo her and so began bidding. Ben thinks it was well
over $100 that he punched it for.

It was moved a couple of times and pieces to the upper
portion of the organ went missing and other portions were
damaged.

In 2009, Ben approached Grant Taylor, a HIRF board member,
to see if Bluff Fort would want the organ. Grant did some research Antique reed organ placed
and found a firm in Salt Lake that would repair the organ but at Bluff Fort in 2013.
wanted $7,000 to do the work. Money was scarce then and so
finally it was removed from that warehouse and Robert Poll Organ
Works in West Jordan Utah did work on the organ and pedals.

Jack Powers Sr., who built much of the cabinetry and many other pieces of furniture for
the Fort, was asked to see if he could repair the top with missing finials and other broken
parts. Jack wasn’t excited about the job, but it was winter, and he began work in his shop and
within a couple of months called Grant. Sure enough, Jack had done a masterful job in
restoring the missing pieces and still had all ten fingers.

The organ was finished just days before a reed organ was needed to accompany the
congregation in the video presentation showing in the Co-op. Its nice warm sound permeates
room #3 each morning for devotionals.

We were so pleased to have so many pieces fall into place for its’ restoration and now
active use again in adding to the spirit of meetings in the Bluff Co-op. Today’s value would be
over $6,000.
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A spectacular painting by Farrell Colette, entitled “The Hole in the Rock” is on display at the Bluff
Fort. The story behind the painting is worth retelling. On February 28th, 1980, the San Juan Record
ran a story about a painting that DeMar Perkins and Norma Perkins Young purchased from Farrell
Colette, entitled “The Hole in the Rock.” Collette was a
well-known artist and Dean of the Department of Art at Weber
State University for many years. He was a descendant of Reuben
Collette, one of the Escalante scouts for the expedition. He died
in 2000.

Norma Young saw the piece at the BYU Museum of Art and
spoke to Farrell Collett about it. Norma explained that 1980 was
the 100th anniversary of the Hole in the Rock Pioneer trek from
Escalante to Bluff. Collett felt that the painting belonged in San
Juan County and agreed to sell it for much less than what he
could sell it for on the New York market. Damar and Norma were
anxious to take it to San Juan to see if the county would
purchase it. No one seemed interested in purchasing it, so it
hung in the bank in Monticello for a time and then in the
Blanding Library. It was displayed at several other places for
short intervals.

Paul & Diane Redd, Jerri . . .
Nielson, LeiMomi Sampson. Finally, DeMar took it home and eventually sold it to Paul

Redd in 1998. It is a very impressive painting - 36 inches by 48
inches - plus the frame. It is a rare painting for his portrayal of Uncle Ben’s Dugway which was used
to help get the wagons through the Hole in the Rock and down to the Colorado River.

When Norma heard the new visitors’ center was in the planning stages at Bluff, she told Corinne
Roring that the painting would be very much at home there. Corrine approached Paul to obtain the
painting for the visitors’ center and he told her they would talk about it when the center was done.
Paul and his wife Diane had become attached to the painting and were reluctant to sell it, but they
were willing to have it copied as a gift to the Bluff Fort.

Copying the painting was a process. They first asked an excellent photographer to photograph the
painting, because of lighting it could not photograph successfully. So, after seeking out the artist,
permission was granted to copy the painting. Paul and Diane took the painting off the wall,
wrapped it carefully and drove it to Pixels Photo and Frame in Salt Lake City to have it copied and
printed on canvas.

Some barn wood to make the frame was secured from some Blanding “Rockers” who were glad to
donate the wood that had been on an old shed owned by the David L Guyman family (Bev Black,
Verdon Blake, and Elaine Rowley’s father).

Keith and Jerry Nielsen drove the wood to Paradox so Paul could take it to Pixels to be made into
a frame. Farrell Colette had originally had his painting framed in barnwood to give it the rustic feel
the painting portrays.

On Friday October 11th, 2013, the day before the dedication of the wonderful new co-op visitor
center, Paul and Diane drove the new painting to Bluff and helped install it in the proper place to
share with the visitors at the Bluff Fort. Many descendants of the San Juan Mission pioneers
worked together to get this painting in the co-op in time for the dedication. Now it is on display for
all to see at the Bluff Fort Visitor Center. Article & photo by LeiMomi Sampson.
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A copy of a spectacular painting by Farrell Colette, entitled “The Hole

in the Rock” is on display at the Bluff Fort. Ron Bateman photo.




The Co-op Construction

Grant Taylor picks up the narrative again: Then in 2012, LaRue was back in the visitor
center. Dennis and Loraine Harvey, Perkin’s descendants felt like they were needed at Bluff
Fort and so they pulled their RV trailer from Arizona and
went to work. Dennis said to Grant that he didn’t know why
he had come. Grant reassured him that he would soon find
out.

The foundation was laid for the Co-op in 2012. Dennis
took photos to keep us all updated as to construction of the
Co-op.

Ron and Loraine Barton, who were Joseph Barton and L.
H. Redd descendants came to find out what was happening
at the Fort. They parked their trailer and began helping out
at the Fort. They spent almost two years. Ron ran an
electrical line behind the cabins, giving each a plug which
was later used for the audio button message amplifiers.

Frank and Elaine Rowley, brother-in-law and sister to the

&S 0 Harvey’s spent some time at the Fort in 2012. They were
W ‘\ o5 asked to be the directors in 2013, serving two full years.
o ‘!; m Mark & Terry Williams, Charlie & Linda Jones, Arvin & Helen
Gary Spears framed the room Rudd, along with Lorraine & Dennis Harvey, Gary & Starla
divisions to accommodate Spears, and Carl & Evelyn Larsen served at the Fort in 2013 as
the new video. the first LDS Church service missionaries.

Cleal Bradford of Blanding, had helped write a grant for

Federal Scenic Byway monies to help build the Co-op. The grant was awarded in 2007, but not
funded. Funds were finally to be released in 2011.

Planning for the construction began with the Board. Lamont Crabtree created a foam
mockup of the building. Charles Goodman photographs were used, and measurements made
using a photo of a group in front of the Co-op. It was decided to increase the size of the
original building by a few feet each way.

Above: piles of stone ready for the new Co-op
building. October 16, 2010, left: “In less than
two days over 83,000 pounds of rocks were
cut into 7 inch thick stones. The machine cut
the brick as easy as you would cut a pie.”
Erlene Taylor photos & quote.
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Archplex was the firm used to design the building. They were told that we had about
$600,000 to build the building and when the first bids came in they were for over one million
dollars. The Board was amazed, and we tried to figure how we might cut something from the
construction. The basement was nixed and Lynn Stevens, now serving on the board of
directors worked with Joe Hurst from Tri-Hurst Construction. They were able to reduce the
construction price. It still meant that Grant and Graig had to go to work getting additional
funds for the building.

Sorensons, Eccles and Millers all helped out. Lynn Stevens made a presentation before the
2012 Utah Legislature for a $50,000 appropriation. He told the group that they had not asked
for money since 1880 when Silas Smith had asked for highway construction money. Only
$25,000 was awarded and that was used for the AV system for the video presentation in the
Co-op.

Dennis continued photographing the progress. Since it was a federally funded project, there
were some amazing hoops that Tri-Hurst had to jump through. Screws and bolts, hardware
and other items all had to be made in America. They had to send the timbers for the interior
structure to Washington State to be fire-treated. It all added to the construction time. As the
building was nearing completion, we realized that there wasn’t enough money to add a stone
facade. Discussion was held about just applying stone to the front, but that was vetoed. Stucco
was applied as an interim cover for the building. A brick ledge was left for stoning in the
future. Gary and Starla Spears came in February and Gary began making the room divisions to
accommodate the new video. Gary was at the Co-op by 6 am every morning and worked by
himself. He worked 12 hours a day making the alterations. We got in a little trouble making
these alterations to the building before we had taken final possession of the building. The
architecture firm had to add our divisions to the plan, costing us a whole lot more money.
Archplex costs were about $80,000 for the project. Luckily, Gary had taken pictures during his
construction. There was talk that wall covering would need to be removed to pass inspection,
but because of those pictures the project passed inspection.

When we finally took possession of the Co-op we could tell that the sound transfer was
going to be a real problem. Insulation was stuffed into the cracks of the plank second floor.
This helped minimize dust and dirt from coming into the room, but it still sounded like a herd
of elephants when someone walked across the floor. Gary Spears, joined by his son, laid a
beautiful pine flooring and finished it, as well. Gary had fallen from scaffolding while working
on the room divisions, hurting his back. He worked through the pain and finished the project.

Dick Jacobs came on board and planned all the wiring that needed to be done to support
the videos and sound in the three areas. Dick suggested sound-deadening panels, that were
added to both rooms #2 and #3. Gary did a beautiful job with wainscoting in room #3, and the
interior of a barn look in room #2. He also did the division for the talking wall. Gary had fun
building the loft and window/video in the corner of room #2. We purchased the 9’ Douglas fir
doors to match the rest of the building. They were over $2,000 per door.

A ribbon cutting was held in May for the opening of the Co-op.

The video presentation was not completed when we took possession of the building in April
of 2013. Lamont Crabtree’s video was shown until the film was installed in 2014.

In 2014, Vance Seeley worked under the license of Joe Hurst as our stone mason. The
Simpsons, Steve and Barry, gave us additional stone that we needed for the project. The larger
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stones were loaded on a low-boy trailer. The stone
were hauled to Colorado where they were cut and
placed on pallets and shipped back to Bluff.

Vance set up the scaffolding and worked for over 6
months applying the stone to the building. There are
two courses of larger stone known as 4-man stone and
then a couple of rows of 2-man stones before the
pattern becomes more random. The 7” veneer gave a
great look. It was wide enough at the window and
door openings that it truly gives you the impression
that the building was built from full stones.

Vance used photos that Charles Goodman had

Corinne Nielson Roring cutting  taken of the Co-op and tried to create some of the
the ribbon to the front door of  same patterns that

facade of the Co-op.
The stone made the Co-op truly, the “Gem of the Fort.”

Dick Jacobs had overseen the wiring of the area for the
presentation. The closet under the stairs was used as a
computer closet. Dick and his son, Joel, worked to create all
the special effects that are part of the presentation.

The wiring went into the walls that would wire the
speakers, video screens and projector. A 60” TV monitor
was set on its’ side for the talking wall. Alan Peterson’s
editing crew had to meet Dick’s specifications to make the
characters fit the space. Two speakers in stereo were wired ~ Grant Taylor beaming at
for the picture wall. A hidden button was wired to begin the ~the ribbon cutting. corinne

. Roring photos.
presentation, when the docent was ready for Ada, Abner and
Lizzie to come to life. We copied this from the San Diego Mormon Battalion Visitor Center.
We worked with the coloration to make sure that the sepia tones matched the surrounding
historical photos. When the button wall comes to life, then a message is sent to a computer
box, called Brightsign and the background farm sounds turn on in Room #2.

When visitors moved from the photo wall to Room #2, they heard the chickens and other
animal sounds. The 2" room is staged to look like you are in the interior of a barn. A wagon
on the north is depicted of being in the process of being loaded for the expedition. Various
boxes and barrels are set about, which also double as seating for the video. There is a work
bench with pioneer tools on the top and harnesses hanging on the wall. There’s a little doll
buggy and a beautiful dress on a form waiting to be packed or not. In the southwest corner of
the room is a 60” video screen that comes to life when a button on the wagon is pushed.
There is also a push button by the ladder up front. After this presentation, visitors exit barn
doors into a room with benches covered in leather for seating. There is an organ, donated by
Ben Donaho. Frank Rowley found a taxidermed fox, and some other wood that makes a base
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for the projected wall. (Frank Rowley also gives first-hand details in his director’s report in
Chapter Five.)

Outside in the gift shop a 12” monitor starts a countdown counter that tell docents when
the next group can begin at the photo wall. There is also a timer that shows when the
missionary/docent should return to Room #3.

Dick has the lights in the two rooms dimmed through Brightsign digital software and so
they cycle up or down as part of the experience. The projector in Room #3 turns off
automatically if not being used, but then begins to warm up when Room #2 is activated. It’s
all a bit crazy that you would find that degree of expertise in little old Bluff.

The computer closet houses two amplifiers to run Room # 2’s five speakers and Room #3’s
seven speakers, including a large subwoofer.

The push button controller was upgraded to an android touch pad. “If These Walls Could
Talk,” and “The Impossible Journey” in 7 languages are all at the docent’s fingertips. There is
an air conditioner vented to the outside to keep the components cool. Just looking at the
tower of electrical equipment is pretty cool.

In 2016, Randy Bunker one of senior service missionaries created a birds-nest office in the
top of the Co-op art gallery upstairs over the restrooms. The staircase mimics the stairs going
from the gift shop to the gallery. The building also has an elevator if you have time to take it.
We were lucky that the first elevator company Tri Hurst was going to use went bankrupt
before we gave them money they had requested. We were guided and didn’t want to pay
until it was delivered. They wanted the money up front. We were blessed.

Jack Powers and Grant Taylor worked with Don Enders, Church History Department, to try
and figure out the look of an 1880 general store. The board visited the Manti Tithing Office
replica at “This is the Place State Park. It had a thin stone veneer and the shelving was too
rustic for our needs. The Board took a trip to Farmington to look at a cabinet that Don Enders
had built for his home. The color and the simple lines gave us great ideas.

Jack and Grant took a trip to Chesterfield, ID and were hosted by their crew who showed
two different store ideas. One store had a seed counter that Jack and Grant liked and so Jack
replicated that for Bluff.

Jack found a soft yellow pine plank that had a rough side and a milled side. He used it to
our advantage to make things look older. Jack had served a mission in Kirtland. Ohio and was
familiar with the Newell K. Whitney Store there. Grant had been there in 2006 with his wife
and friends. They decided that it was that Kirtland look that they wanted. Grant researched
and found milk paint at the Boston Milk Paint Company. They had been producing this
powdered paint for over 200 years.

Jack constructed cabinets the winter of 2012 in his PUD garage, and then stored the
finished cabinetry in his neighbor’s garage. When we could fill a covered trailer, a trip was
made to Bluff. The cabinets were stockpiled, until the building was ready. Jack and Grant
made several trips back and forth and when possession of the building was given to the
Foundation, Jack went to work installing the cabinets.

Dell Taylor, from Martin’s Cove and his brother Grant L. Taylor offered to paint the
cabinets. Jack and the Taylor’s tried to stay out of each other’s way getting the installation
complete.
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BLUFF FORT
C0-OP STORE AND VISITOR CENTER DEDICATION Q

The San Juan Co-Operative Company store was established in 1880 and
had Its beginnings in a single cabin. 1t moved to the stone Co-Op bullding In the
winter of 1889. Bishop Jens Nielson said they held their first holiday dance
upstairs that year. In 1895 Bluff was onc of the richest per capita clties west of
the Mississippi. Cattle and sheep, along with a gold rush, helped keep the
business booming, In July 0f1925 a newly-hired employee. Fred Starr, hid in the
building at night and packed the safe with dynamite. He blew up the safe,
himself, and the Co-Op. The building was recreated in 2012-2013 and now houses
a visitor center, gift shop and media arcas

Co-op store and
Visitors’ Center
dedication
invitation and
Fort wagon
advertising the
dedication.

Erlene Taylor
Collection

The Board of the Hole-in-the-Rock Foundation is delighted to announce the dedication of the
new Co-Op Store / Visitor Center at Bluft Fort and invites you to participate in the celebration

Fostivities begin at 6:00 p.m. Friday evening, October 11, 2013, with a warm welcome and a
Navajo Taco dinner with fry bread made by our Native American friends accompanied by
informal cultural presentations. (Suggested donation $5)

Dancing follows at 8:00 p.m.

Saturday morning October 12, begins at 8:00 a.m. with a pioneer Johnny Cake breakfast
(suggested donation $5)

The dedicatory ceremony begins at 10:30 a.m.

All activities will take place at the historic Bluff Fort site, 550 Black Locust Avenue, Bluff, Utah.
Please join us for this great celebration! We look forward to welcoming you
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Grant had visited Old Town San Diego and had seen a way of hiding the monitor and
computer from the public eye, but still being efficient. Jack took the idea and hid the cash
registers from direct public view.

Dale Black made a mining cart to load up with rocks. The tin on the cart came from an old
mine in Arizona. It was lighted and really cool.

Craig Simpson heard that we were looking for a safe for the store and found us a 1950’s
post office safe that Grant L. Taylor re-painted, and then added a gold filigree with “Bluff Fort”
to the safe. We had the safe combination for a couple of years, but it’s come up missing.
Nina’s niece, Julie Longie, came to Bluff with her family and helped us figure out the retail
layout of the store. Julie had worked for Nordstrom as a manager and had been trained in
aspects of retail. Julie helped us plan and it has all worked really well.

The idea for our glass topped cabinets came from Twin Rocks Trading Post. Over the years a
few changes have been made, which include mostly enclosing the counter area, and allowing
for two register checkouts. Another addition is a tiered T-shirt stack.

We have visitors comment on what an amazing experience they have had at Bluff Fort. We
are so proud of how the work of our volunteer force has created such a world class visitor site.
We strive hard to share the stories of the pioneers in such a way that visitors come away with
an understanding of the difficulty, but also the faith, courage and determination it took to
settle this portion of the Southwest. We seek to give them a great first experience with
members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and to feel the sacred ground on
which the Fort is built.

2013 CO-OP STORE DEDICATION

On October 12, 2013, the Co-op
was ready for dedication. We hoped
for an Apostle, but Elder Marcus B.
Nash, a 70 attached to the Church
historian’s office, came with his
wife, Shelly. A Johnny cake
breakfast with sausage, fruit and
juice was served on the veranda.
When the Nashes arrived, Grant
took them to the front of the Co-op.
They entered the 9-foot Douglas fir
doors. Much research and care had
been taken to try and replicate the
color and fixtures in shelving that
would look like the Newell K.
Whitney store in Kirtland, Ohio. When Elder Nash entered the doors, he turned left and right,
and then to Grant and said, “Kirtland.” The Nashes loved the Co-op and were excited to be
with us for the dedication.

A stage was set just outside the back door of the Co-op. It turned out to be a warm day
with plenty of sunshine. Luckily, hats and water had been placed under each of the chairs on
the stage. Grant Taylor conducted this dedication and when he introduced Corinne Roring, the
president of the Foundation there was a standing ovation. Corinne was truly touched by the

Co-op store dedication crowd. Corinne Roring photo.
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recognition. She was presented a little bee brooch by Maureen Smith, international president
of the Daughters of the Utah Pioneers, for all of the hard energy that she had poured into the
construction of the Co-op and Bluff Fort.

Doug McPherson talked about the history of the Co-op movement in Bluff. He used as his
premise, “Who da thought.” It was amazing all the “Who da thoughts” thoughts he came up
with. Then Bishop Keith B. McMullin, emeritus general authority talked. He made a prophetic
pronouncement that the Hole in the Rock Foundation had only just begun the work of telling
the stories of the Hole in the Rock pioneers.

Elder Nash spoke briefly and then said a prayer of dedication. In the prayer, he dedicated
not only the Co-op, but the Fort and the people and lives that would be blessed because of
the re-creation of Bluff Fort. Shelley Nash bore her testimony the next day in their Centerville
ward telling of her experience at Bluff Fort, and how amazed she was with the experience
there.

Programs were made by Christie Matheson. The Donahoe pump organ was moved
outside, and miked so that Evelyn Larson could play “Firm as the Mountains Around Us.”
Dick Jacobs worked with the sound. Lloyd and Prilla Tilt, friends of Grant and Nina moved to
the seat of the wagon which was sheltered from the sun to view the proceedings. After the
dedication, Elder Nash went into the audience and found Craig Roring and talked with him
about goals and aspirations for his life.

It turned out to be quite warm and many had a little bloom of sunshine on their faces after
the dedication.

Elder
Nash &
Corinne
A wearing
q Letty
Jones’
hat.

A meal was provided after the dedication.
Corinne Roring in the middle.

After the dedication services.

Photo -Ensign Peak Foundation, 2014- Seven-inch thick stone was added to

the exterior. Corinne Roring photo album.
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The Old Bluff Co-op Store

The San Juan Cooperative store was organized April 24th, 1882, with Platte D. Lyman, president;
Jens Nielson, vice president; Charles E. Walton, Kumen Jones and Hyrum Perkins, directors; L H Redd,
secretary; and Benjamin Perkins, treasurer. The store opened June 11th, stocked to meet the needs of
the people in the Fort and to trade with the Indians. Joseph A. Lyman was the salesman.

The store was incorporated on December 18th, 1886, remaining organized for 20 years serving the
community in many useful transactions. At one time, the capital stock was $100,000. It was successful
from the first.

In a letter to Joseph F. Barton dated January 16th, 1900, Jens Nielson wrote, “Our Co-op store is
now so far completed that we can pile goods in the lower part, and we had all our holiday dances on
the upper floor. The store also houses the post office. The building cost $2700 to date and will cost
about $300.00 more to finish it.”

The Bluff valley did not have enough land for all the families and the uncontrollable flooding river
made it necessary for most families to move away. In 1919 John and Martha Hunt purchased the
store. Unfortunately, the Bluff Co-op store was blown up in 1925 during a robbery attempt. The
robber, alias Fred Starr, used too much dynamite when attempting to break into the safe, blowing up
both the coop and himself. Thus ended the Bluff San Juan Cooperative store.

During the ensuing years the hand-hewn sandstone rock of the building was eventually used in
other places in Bluff. The land surrounding the store was sold by pieces to different parties for various
purposes. However, in 131 years, no major buildings occupied the Fort block. It was being kept for the
old fort and the old co-op store to be rebuilt to tell later generations about the people who chiseled
their way to San Juan and lived for a time in the beautiful valley by the river.

Every newlywed couple in Bluff received gifts purchased from the Co-op store. At their wedding
celebration party, Floyd and Clara Nielson received a complete set of silverware for 12, a gift from
Kumen and Mary Jones, China dishes, and many more nice gifts from others all purchased from the
Co-op store. Clara used this silver and China only for dinners, with white linen tablecloths and napkins.
Bluff families appreciated nice things and took care of them. Children were taught good manners.
What an asset the Co-op store was to the people of Bluff and surrounding areas.

My father, Floyd Nielson, and my Monticello neighbor, AJ Redd, both raised in Bluff, told me this
tidbit regarding a Navajo lady that worked at the store with Mary Nielson Jones. Mary asked Sally, a
Navajo girl to go back to the rock granary and get a £50 sack of flour for a customer. After filling the
customer's order, the girl was not back, and Mary became concerned. Finally, she came back into the
store sweating and exhausted, but with no flour. “Aunt Mary,” she said,” There ain't no fishty pound
sacks of flour, they're all farty eight.” She had lifted every sack of flour, stacked high in the stockroom,
and they each weighed 48 Ibs. The faithful girl was truly a devoted worker, and good help for Mary in
the store. There was reciprocal respect and love between Kumen and Mary Jones and the Bluff Nava-
jos.

When Kumen and Mary Jones managed the Co-op store, Kumen would get up early each morning
and go make a fire in the store, while Mary cooked mush for their family of eight children. When he
came back, he always brought one piece of candy for each child to have after breakfast. Maybe to
break the sameness of eating mush most mornings. The children anticipated his return home each
day. After breakfast, Mary mixed her eight-loaf bread recipe before going to clerk in the store. It took
eight loaves of bread every day to help feed this big family. Mary was a good manager, a good cook,
and a good mother.

Lydia May Jones, the second wife of Kumen had eight children when she died from burns when her
dress caught fire. Mary Nielson Jones, the first wife of Kumen, became their stepmother and Lydia’s
children loved Aunt Mary, as they called her. With Mary and Kumen’s one son Leonard, it made a

family of nine children. Aunt Mary was indeed one of Bluff’s strong and valiant women. By Corinne
Roring, Hole in the Rock News, Vol 11. Winter 2011.
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Chapter Four
Miracle of
Volunteers

at Bluff Fort

“To find real happiness, we must seek for it in a focus outside
ourselves. No one has learned the meaning of living until he has
surrendered his ego to the service of his fellowmen. Service to
others is akin to duty, the fulfillment of which brings true joy.”

-President Thomas S. Monson
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"In the annals of the West, replete with examples of courage, tenacity and ingenuity,
there is no better example of the indomitable pioneer spirit than that of the Hole-in-the-Rock
expedition of the San Juan Mission. No pioneer company ever built a wagon road through
wilder, rougher, more inhospitable country...None ever demonstrated more courage, faith
and devotion to cause..."

David E. Miller, Professor / Historian

In 2005, Bishop H. David Burton came to Bluff Fort to dedicate the Fort and the
monument commemorating the pioneers who came through the Hole in the Rock before
arriving in BIuff. It was a blustery day, but many descendants and townspeople came to mark
the dedication. Before Bishop Burton left the Fort, he gave the Hole in the Rock Foundation
Board some counsel. He was excited with our plans to rebuild Bluff Fort. He said we needed
to make sure that visitors had a positive first experience meeting members of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

He also suggested that we should push forth with our idea for youth conferences and
that we could help to take pressure away from Martin’s Cove as the story of the Hole in the
Rock Pioneers was also compelling.

As a board we met once a year with Bishop Burton who helped us connect with the
Church History Department, including Elder Steven E. Snow, Steven Olsen and Jenny Lund.

Elder Steven Snow reiterated the importance of giving the visitors a positive impression
of the members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. This was particularly
important as we have visitors each year from all 50 states and as many as 85 foreign
countries. Of these visitors, 85% are not Church members. Only 12% of our visitors come
from Utah. Our video and audio presentations are translated into French, German, ltalian,
Spanish, and Chinese so that visitors can hear the story in their own language. He also
enjoined us to make sure that the Church service missionaries had a positive experience
serving at Bluff Fort. We think we have succeeded with that as our past missionaries have
frequent reunions, go on cruises and trips together and often come back to check on the
progress at the Fort. We have been blessed with more than 100 missionaries that have
served at the Fort to date.

This is the statement made by Will Redd, Bluff Fort Director 2022-2023: “. . . | told the
departing missionaries . . . that their Bluff Fort Missions would be one of the greatest parts of
their lives. Peggy and | have served two member leader support missions and one service
mission on a Church owned ranch. While every mission is a great experience, serving at Bluff
is special.”

Steve Olsen taught us to engage our visitors with the stories of the faith, courage, and
determination to follow their prophet. Because of this, most of the visitor experiences
around the Fort are interactive. Many visitors report on Yelp, Trip Advisor, Google, and our
visitor log that they have felt a wonderful spirit while visiting the Fort.
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Jenny Lund gave great advice to us at the Fort. She gave us names of retired Church
personnel who might be interested in our project. As a result, Gary Cook, who had written
scripts for many Church productions and historic sites, was the writer for the movie we show
at the Fort. As per Jenny Lund’s advice, we aligned ourselves very closely with the format of
The Mormon Battalion Historic Site. We also recruited Dick Jacobs, past electronics engineer
for Church History sites, visitors’ centers, and temples to create the sound, light, and video
experience at the Fort. In a closing interview with her before she retired as Director of
Church Historic Sites, she said the reason that she enjoyed working with us was because we
had listened to her advice and then tried hard to implement it in our guest experience.

Elder L. Tom Perry came to Bluff Fort in 2009 to dedicate a full-size statue of President
John Taylor, the prophet that made the call to the San Juan Mission. Elder Perry urged us to
continue our cabin building and re-creation of the San Juan Cooperative stone building. He
visited San Juan Hill along with other dignitaries for lunch and he commented that he felt
the sacred ground of the Hole in the Rock trail.

In 2013, Elder Marcus Nash, then attached to the Church History Department came to
dedicate the stone co-op store. He reaffirmed again what Bishop Burton and Elder Perry had
given us in a charge to give visitors a great experience with senior service missionaries that
were then serving at Bluff Fort under the auspices of the Church History Department.

Bishop Keith B. McMullin, emeritus by that time, also spoke at the dedication and his
comments made it sound like we had yet to fulfill the measure of what Bluff Fort might
affect in the lives of visitors yet to come.

With no direct priesthood line, we have striven to pattern our site after other Church
historic sites. The board prayerfully considers one couple that has served previously at the
Fort and determines a director to serve for a time. The director and his wife work with
scheduling, managing different departments and maintaining a spirit of love and kindness at
the Fort. Prayer meetings are held 6 days a week. Missionaries share in the stories that are
told of the San Juan. Daily assignments are made, and the missionaries go off to work.

“P” days and group days off are a part of the schedule. County volunteers cover shifts so
that group activities such as temple attendance in Monticello, tracing the Hole in the Rock
Trail, and trips to nearby national parks and monuments and even searching out Native
American sites can occur.

The missionaries create a real framework for the Bluff Branch which is a dependent
branch under the direction of the Blanding Utah Stake. The missionaries gladly accept
additional Sunday responsibilities to support the local church unit. There is truly a special
feeling in the Sacrament Meetings at the Bluff Branch.

Because of our all-volunteer board and hundreds of volunteers that have come to help,
Bluff Fort rose again to make sure that the faith, courage, and determination of those
original pioneers was not forgotten. The story never gets old and there are always more
journals or histories that come forward to back up the amazing faith and what Jens Nielson,
the company chaplain and then Bishop for 25 years of Bluff said, “If we just have enough
stickie-ta-tudy, we cannot fail.”

- Hole in the Rock Foundation Board of Directors
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Jack Powers

Jack Powers was another miracle at the Fort. Going back just a
bit, in 2008-11 cabins were being built and we were trying to create a
historically accurate look in the cabins. We were searching for items
to furnish the cabins. Grant Taylor had been working with the LDS

-time history employee. Grant asked Don about furnishings for the
cabins. Don took Grant to a church storage facility and showed him a
lot of items that had been donated to the church. Don thought there
might be some items that the Church could loan to Bluff Fort. He also
suggested Grant talk with Jack Powers Jr., from Charleston, Utah. Jack
Jr. and his father had repaired and restored much of the furniture for
Cove Fort.

Grant made an appointment to visit Jack Jr. at his shop in
Charleston, Utah. During the discussion, Jack Jr. suggested that his
dad, Jack Sr., might be interested in helping out, building furniture for the Fort.

Grant called Jack and they got together at Jack and Vaunna’s PUD (planned unit
development) home in Farmington. Jack and Vaunna were 2nd marriages and Vaunna and
Jack had an arrangement about their garage. Jack had his tools set up all around their single
car garage. Vaunna allowed Jack to pull out his shop tools and work all day as long as her car
was parked in the garage at night.

Jack said yes to helping the Fort. Jack started off by making little rustic end tables for the
cabins. Then we moved on to picnic tables and benches and the list goes on . . . buffets and
hutches that could be used in the cabins or the visitors’ center for store fixtures. Jack was
building different styles and types and was doing a great job!

He purchased wood from his favorite lumber store in Heber and would load up his little
white F-10 pickup with wood. His single neighbor across the street allowed him to use the
sides of her garage for storage. Lumber was stored on the west and finished items were
stored on the east side. When the east side was filled a trip to Bluff was scheduled.

Jack agreed to build but didn’t want to paint. He finished and sanded his creations ready

for stain or paint.

Jack Powers sweeping.
Erlene Taylor photos.

Jack and Grant would get together and look
through Jack’s books and woodworking maga-
zines and think what period furniture might be
needed in Bluff. After the completion of the
veranda off the west side of the shed, Jack and
Grant went to “This is the Place Heritage Park”
and looked at their 4-post tables. They noticed
that by dragging the tables, they had become
weak. Jack got out his books and researched. We
had been to a couple of historic places by now

— together and he decided that an X frame
Jack and Vaunna Powers in the Co-op. structure under the table would be the strongest
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over time. Large lag screws were used to hold the
tables and benches together. He built them pretty
heavy, so it took two people to move them very
far.

Jack and Vaunna had served a mission to
Kirtland, Ohio and Jack had built benches that are
used at the John Johnson Farm. The benches were
of similar design. He had built more than 30
benches in Kirkland and knew that we would need
similar benches in Bluff. He produced 18 benches
and 6 tables that were brought to Bluff. Jack did
some of his best thinking about the project about

Grant L. & Dell Taylor painting one of
Jack Powers’ sturdy tables.

2 a.m. in the morning.

Jack built a great 3-door buffet cabinet for the Log Meetinghouse to store brochures and
copies of the Book of Mormon.

Corinne Roring got a little worried about all the furniture coming to Bluff, but she had
accepted cast-offs from the county which included 100 Herman Miller, fiberglass chairs. Grant
was going for an 1880 look and so discussion was held about those chairs adorning the Fort.
Long story, but a few years later, service missionaries found out that each of the chairs were
now worth about $80, and so they were all sold and a more serviceable folding chair was
acquired with the money.

In 2008, Ben Donahoe donated an old reed pump organ. The top part of the organ and
light shelf were in disrepair and parts were missing. Grant asked Jack if he would be willing to
repair it. Jack said he wouldn’t, but Grant asked if he could store it at Jack’s neighbor’s for the
winter. A few months later, Jack called Grant and said he had something to show him. Sure
enough, Jack had replaced all the broken parts and repaired the shelf. The finials and missing
parts had to be turned and then fit together with the original pieces. The organ's bellows and
pedals were repaired by Poll Organ. The refurbished organ was sent to Bluff and is used almost
daily for devotionals in the theater room in the visitors’ center.

The sawdust really started to fly when co-op construction began. Jack and Grant went to a
number of pioneer sites, i.e., Chesterfield, Idaho, “This is the Place Heritage Park,” and
Kirtland, Ohio. Jack had served a senior mission at Kirkland and Grant had visited Kirtland in
2007. Don Enders was asked to help determine the degree of rustic look for shelving and help
with paint colors as well as style of cabinetry. Research found milk paint at a firm in Boston,
Massachusetts. The board visited the Manti tithing Office at “This is the Place Heritage Park”
and Don Ender's home to see a cabinet that had the style we were looking for in the cabinets.

Jack came to Bluff to measure the spaces he needed to create cabinetry for. He pulled out
Vaunna's car and went to work. When the cabinets were done and the east side of the garage
was full, Jack loaded up a box truck and trailer to come to Bluff.

The Co-op was nearing completion and the contractor, Joe Hurst gave us the go ahead to
install the cabinets. LaRue Barton would host the crew at her home. Grant L. and Dell Taylor
joined in the fun when the cabinets began to be installed. All the cabinets were pre-painted
with a mix of milk paint powder and water. Then Jack would install the cabinets. The east wall
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cabinets and shelving spanned the space. Jack hauled down the 12’ long seed counter that
he had copied from one seen in Chesterfield’s General Store.

Jack created a U-shaped checkout counter and the counter allowed for a monitor and
keyboard set in bins tied in the counter. There was room for the computer and printer under
the counter. Grant had visited Old Town San Diego and had seen how they lowered the
monitor in the counter and wrapped three sides, so that it wasn’t as visible to the public
eye. They were trying to keep it looking 1890’s.

. . §
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Jack Powers installing Co-op cabinets. Erlene Taylor photo.

Julie Longie, Grant’s niece, a Nordstrom trained manager now working at Jacob Lake,
came and helped layout the cabinets in a flowing grid.

Once the Co-op was done, a dedication was held in October of 2013. Elder Marcus Nash,
LDS Church History Department came to dedicate the building. The morning of the
dedication, Grant was alerted that Elder Nash and his wife, Shelly, had just arrived. Grant
met them and took them to the front of the Co-op, and they passed through the 9’ Douglas
Fir doors. As they walked in, they stopped and looked left and right and then Elder Nash
turned to Grant and said “Kirtland.” Elder Nash didn’t know that the theme was the Newell
K. Whitney Store, but those were his first words. Grant and his crew were really chuffed that
maybe they had created a likeness to what they had worked so hard for.

When we were setting up the video for the Co-op, we tried to use ideas that had been seen
at the Mormon Battalion Visitor Center. They had one room where you had rocks to sit on in
a forest type setting. Another room was the quarter master outfitting room. So, in our film,
“If these Walls Could Talk,” they are talking about getting ready to leave Parowan, and so we
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hauled in a wagon made from a German
wheelbase brought across the pond by
Grant and his brother Graig. John Cox had
fitted it out with all the trimmings, and it
was just the right size. The interior had a
clap board finish, so we tried to make it look |
like the interior of a barn. Gary Spears
worked on the interior, hiding a video
monitor and John Cox made two great
looking barn doors. Jack built a great work
bench to place donated pioneer tools on.
We needed seating and so nail keg

Covered wagon in the Co-op.

barrels were ordered and Jack fitted
a round wooden disc in the top of
kegs, making them a little more
comfortable. Jack also made
wooden pack boxes of varying sizes
that were stained and used for
seating in Room #2.

The most whimsical creation
was a chicken crate that fits

beneath the wagon. Grant’s family
Pioneer tools on work bench built by Jack had raised chickens for a few years

Powers. Note the barrel keg witharound 5314 Grant remembered this doweled crate that
wooden disc seat & the box used for Jack re-created from Grant’s memory. Stuffed
seating that Jack built. Ron Bateman photos. chickens were added along with a soundtrack of
farm animal noises which prominently included
chickens clucking. It all worked so well

together. He also made to order a couple of
benches that are used in the gathering area
where the talking photographs begin the video
presentation.

Jack continued to work for the Fort. Once
the gallery floor was planked with a pine tongue
and grooved floor, seating was needed for
“Friday Night at the Fort.” There were some
folding chairs, but benches were built to try and
keep the period look. Jack had to re-work the
benches because they were too hard. He added
a back and they were painted with the milk paint.

On the gallery (2nd) floor, Jack Powers
re-worked the benches and added backs
because they were too hard.
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Other projects that Jack worked on included restoring a wardrobe that Don Enders gave the
Fort for the L. H. Redd Cabin. Jack built a mount for a bell that Grant brought home from
Germany when he went to get wagons for the Fort. Axel Fahl had given Grant the 6” lost wax
bell. The bell is by the kitchen on the veranda and calls workers to lunch or to their ice cream
break which always begins at “0 Dawn thirty,” according to Mark Nielson, service missionary.
Jack also came down to help Ron Snowden build the Fort restrooms. Vaunna was great to
come with Jack on most of his visits to the Fort.

The buffet cabinet was moved to the Log Meetinghouse to house or be a base fora TV
monitor that would be used for overflow of visitors. The buffet housed electronic equipment
and gave a base to the 60” monitor. Any of the videos can be viewed on that monitor.

Dick Jacobs and Grant were working on the audio messages for the cabins and other
locations around the Fort. Dick had found the components for the sound systems for each of
the cabins but needed a box to put them in. Jack and Dick got together and took
measurements. Jack also built wooden surrounds for the speakers both inside and out. Jack
built a small touch pad that Dick added buttons to that are used to push the language of your
choice and hear a message at the Fort. They were stained and blended in with the historic
surroundings.

Grant noticed that the Log Meetinghouse had been turned into a video room. Service
missionaries had applied
black-out to the windows
and a screen was
permanently pulled down
to show the videos to bus
groups. Grant had served in
the Salt Lake Temple as an
organist and he told Jack
and Dick Jacobs how TV
monitors were hidden in Movie being shown using the Log Meetinghouse rostrum.
the rostrum railing and Alan Peterson photo from Bluff Fort video.

when training was being

held, the monitors would hydraulically raise up and the presentation was made. Dick and Jack
went to work on the idea. Dick found the lift and Jack squeezed it in a rostrum-looking cabinet
that was placed in the Log Meetinghouse. A 60” monitor was also installed in the cabinet. The
remotes were accessible to the missionaries and the Log Meetinghouse returned to its’
original purpose. Elder Gerald Lund once said that the Log Meetinghouse “was a very sacred
place.”

When Jack turned 90, Dick and Connie and Grant and Vaunna went to Chick-fil-A to
celebrate. Vaunna always liked to talk with other guests and several Viewmont High School
kids came in to eat. When the celebraters were done, they decided to sing “Happy Birthday”
to Jack. The high-schoolers joined in and were alerted to the name to end the song with.

Jack and Vaunna moved to Farmington Legacy House retirement community and so Jack
sold off much of his equipment, some coming to the newly expanded Bluff Fort Shop. Jack
later moved to live with his daughter, Cathrine Evans in Murray. Vaunna stayed on at Legacy in
their memory care unit. Jack passed away in 2023.
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Grant and Jack continued to lunch together as often as time permitted. Jack truly was an
amazing “Bluff Fort Worker Boy.” It would have been fun to record the board feet of lumber
and bead board that Jack created as period furniture for Bluff Fort. It’s fun to walk around the
Fort and see all of his handiwork. You can also hear Jack at two of the audio messages: the
Water Wheel and Monument Plaza. Jack’s mature voice adds to the stories that he tells.

In May of 2021, the first volunteers at the Fort gathered for a couple of days to have a
video record made of their experiences at Bluff Fort. Jack and his son came to the event. Jack
remembers sitting at dinner across from Joe and Kathleen Sorenson. Joe is just a regular kind
of guy and Jack didn’t realize until later in the meal that Joe had contributed so much to the
building of Bluff Fort and had paid for much of the lumber that he had turned into history for
Bluff Fort.

As Grant and Nina were leaving after the video event, Grant slipped around the shed to
trade Costco candy for some Bluff Fort cookies. Cindy Embleton, the director was trying to
turn on the video screen that had been added because of Covid. There was a man and a
woman with a walker there and Grant tried to fill their waiting time with a story. They told
him that they had visited with a very nice man out on the Fort property. He had told them the
whole story. They said that he had told them about how he had built most of the Fort
furniture. Grant immediately knew they had been talking with Jack Powers. He was always
good for a story, but he really loved to see and show off his efforts at Bluff Fort.

Jack truly was one of Bluff Fort’s miracles. His time, craftsmanship and love of Bluff Fort
truly will live on at the Fort. It had to be an amazing project to become involved with, and to
be of so much value with his contributions. We are sure that his Fort salary will bring forth the
blessings of Heaven. We love you, Jack!

Dell & Mary Taylor and Grant L. & Erlene Taylor
Graig Taylor called Martin’s Cove to place an order for some handcarts. Mary and Dell
Taylor were serving at Martin’s Cove at the time. Mary answered the call. Graig told Mary the
story of Bluff Fort and the Hole in the Rock expedition. Graig invited her and her husband to

come to Bluff after they were released. Mary and Dell came to Bluff and soon Dell became
involved in different work projects at the Fort. Dell also brought along his brother, Grant and
his wife, Erlene.

Graig found out about Grant’s ability to paint.
Grant had worked for the LDS Church Paint
Department for a number of years. Grant began
painting signs to guide visitors around the Fort.
Then Grant painted signs for each family cabin.
Additional signs included the Relief Society Building
sign, exterior visitor signs with arrows, and the
largest sign welcomes visitors. It was situated on
the property line on the south side of the Fort by
the Decker cabin on Highway 191.

When the Co-op was nearing completion, Grant L., Mary and Dell Taylor.
Grant and Dell were invited to paint the cabinetry  Erlene Taylor photo.
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Grant L. Taylor made all
the signs for the Fort &
gold-leafed the safe. His i ®

brother Dell assisted.
Erlene Taylor & LaRue
Barton above center.
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The San Juan Co-op sign was painted at
Dell & Grant L. Taylor used milk Taylors’ home. Below is first visitor center

paint on all the furniture and sign outside the current sewing building.
shelving. Photos courtesy of Erlene Taylor.

Bluff Fort Historic Site sign.

Alan Peterson photo from Bluff Fort video.
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in the Co-op. They worked with the powdered milk paint and water to come up with the
desired intensity of color, and paint color. We all bunked at LaRue’s and accepted her
hospitality. They applied a great pioneer-looking stain to the counters for the cabinets that
Jack Powers had built. Grant made some small signs to put on the top rail of cabinets to tell
customers what products were available.

Craig Simpson, of Twin Rocks Café, offered _
us an old Post Office safe. Grant L. decided that it [, &
needed some gold filigree and a painted Bluff :
Fort on the front. The final sign that Grant
painted was the one to go on the face of the
Co-op Store. This took some board discussion,
but when finally installed all were glad to have it
there. Grant and Dell would visit the Fort from
time to time and would bring their brushes to
touch up the signs they had painted.

Mary and Erlene were great at helping in the
kitchen and making sure everyone was well
visited. Erlene brought her camera each time
they came. She compiled them into 4 extra-large photo albums. Many of the photos were
scanned by Ron Bateman and included in this history.

Grant L. Taylor.

Dick and Connie Jacobs

Grant had been working with Jenny Lund, director of LDS Historic Sites. Jenny had told
Grant to “Steal from the best,” meaning that we should take the best ideas from other visitor
sites that we had visited. When the Fort was working on ideas for a filmed presentation, Jenny
suggested a trip to the San Diego Mormon Battalion Visitor Center in Old Town, San Diego.
Nina and Grant headed off and visited the Center. They watched the film presentation a
couple of times with different docents. The 7-room progression told the story of the Mormon
Battalion in a very engaging way. Grant’s great grandfather on his father’s side had served in
Company A.

Jenny told us that this LDS visitor site had more nonmember visitors than any other site in
the Church historic sites. She said the interactivity and personality of each of the docents
made it a real success.

She suggested that Grant contact Gary Cook, a former Church employee, who had written
many of the scripts for their sites. Grant went to visit Gary and realized that Gary was a
college chum from USU. Gary and Grant talked about the story of the Hole in the Rock
pioneers and Gary said that the format at San Diego worked better than any script he had
written. He accepted the task of writing a script.

Our space was limited and so we worked on three separate areas to tell the story.
Dividing the west third of the Co-op main floor looked like a real possibility. Gary and Starla
Spears had just signed on as Church service missionaries. Gary and Starla agreed to come in
February 2012 to make the divisions.

As the script progressed, discussion was held about a director for the film. Jerry Cravens
and TC Christensen were approached. Gary suggested Alan Peterson, of Flying Leap Films, as a

131



possible director. Alan lived in Grant’s ward in Centerville. Small world. A price was agreed
upon. Alan went to work on production, and Grant and Nina went to work raising funds from
Sorenson, Eccles, and Millers for the presentation.

After further discussion, Gary talked about the amount of computerization that would be
needed to run the video. Gary suggested that Grant call Dick Jacobs, a former LDS Audio Visual
employee. Grant gave Dick a call.

Just two weeks earlier Dick and Connie had returned from a road trip to California. On
this trip they had been listening to a book on tape by Elder Gerald Lund, “The Undaunted.”
When Dick talked to Connie about getting involved, she really thought he would have fun
helping us at Bluff Fort.

Dick and Connie came to Bluff and looked over the space and began working with Gary
Spears with his AV needs in the space. The framing was going up. Dick was given a small closet
under the stairs with enough electricity. He was also given carte blanche as to what his
monetary needs might be.

Lynn Stevens took a proposal to the Utah State Legislature. He told them our story and
how in 1880, the mission had asked for $5,000 to help with road building expenses. He said
that since we hadn’t come back and asked for additional funding for over 140 years that we
were now asking for money for the computer electronic part of our presentation. They
awarded us $25,000, half of what we asked for.

Dick shopped well. He for years had kept his skills sharp by attending the International
Consumer Electronics show in Las Vegas. Dick was able to get all the equipment we needed
for $25,000. It included: speakers, subwoofers, two 60” TV monitors, computers, amplifiers,
Raspberry Pie drivers and a cooler for the closet. Dick worked with Gary Spears getting the
wiring where he needed it. Dick also worked on sound deadening to minimize sound bleed
into the adjoining rooms. Gary installed the deadening product and then in Room #3 covered
it with burlap. The product was also installed between ceiling joists.

Dick and his son, Joel, came to work on the installation. Alan gave us a great video and so
Room #1 became the “Talking Wall” like San Diego. However, we made sure that our video
characters had a sepia coloration like the other static photos on both walls. It is more of a
surprise when Abner starts to snore. Abner became quite a character. He continued to start
snoring intermittently of his own accord. Dick and Ben Wilson tried to mute him a number of
times. The video was formatted in such a way that the TV monitor could rest on its’ side and
was hidden in the wall. A small button was wired to fire up the system. Timer countdowns and
delayed switching were added using Raspberry Pie, an electronic control system that costs
less than $100. Gary and Alan worked together to get the right format for each of the rooms.
Initially, the 2nd room was mostly audio, but we realized that visitors wanted it more visual
and so additional money was raised, and Alan went back to “This is the Place Heritage Park” to
film the segment, which included a wagon and a buck board, and filming was also done in the
church.

Knock on wood, but the computerized system that Dick created has been working about
99% of the time.
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Cabin Audio Messages

Dick figured out a sound system that was installed in each of the cabins. Grant had tried
using a cell phone system to play back recorded story scripts at each of the cabins. The system
didn’t work great because of spotty cell service in Bluff, plus it was in the beginning of cell
phones and so you were charged by the minute used instead of having a phone. So, Dick’s
little system seemed like the ticket. Jack built little boxes that would house the components to
the system amp and playback unit. Jack also built little wooden boxes with a metal screen to
house each of the little speakers. The whole system for each cabin costs less than $100.

Scripts came from diaries, letters, family stories, or Grant. Once the scripts were edited
for correctness and length, then we found someone to record the message. Harriet Barton’s
great granddaughter narrated the Barton script. Vinnie Harker read the Eliza Westover Redd
Script and Grant had his son and two grandsons tell the stories that he had written for George
Hobbs (See appendix for a more complete set of scripts and identification of the voices).

Dick and Grant went on the road recording the messages in English, trying to find family de-
scendants or friends of the Fort to record the messages. Then Dick would take the recordings
and edit them seamlessly together and burn them onto a SD card ready for installation.
Service missionaries helped run the wires and hide the systems in each of the cabins. Jack also
built little wooden button pads that had seven holes. Dick and Grant hoped to record the
messages in other languages. The system worked great and so other friends were found to
translate the scripts into French, German, Italian, Spanish, and in 2018 Chinese.

Visitors were so glad to come and hear the stories in their native tongue. This meant a huge
amount of man hours of recording and then editing. Dick turned multilingual in the process
because it was hard to cut and paste the script when he didn’t know the language. Dick was
blessed and the SD cards kept getting upgraded and holes were filled where messages had
been missed. When the scripts are all printed out and in one pile, they are over one inch thick.

We also worked with Lamont Crabtree, director and producer of “The Impossible Journey,”
a documentary about the Hole in the Rock. His script was also translated with written
embedded words as well. Those recordings were created in Lamont’s basement. One night
Lamont had to go ask his neighbor to stop mowing his lawn, promising to finish it after we
were done recording.

Grant’s Grandpa Lloyd Hobbs had visited Europe in 1954. Lloyd had not enjoyed that trip so
much because he couldn’t understand the languages. Grant felt that if our international
visitors were welcomed with their language that they would have a much better time learning
the stories of the Hole in the Rock. Grant brought down the French DVD of Lamont’s video
when the Craft Center was the visitor center. He remembered the faces of the two French
couples as they began to hear the story in their language. They were so pleased. There is still
one more button left that is open. Still to be determined what language.

Dick and Jack worked together on more projects. Dick hid the sound box in a pedestal that
the Erastus Snow bust rests on. The plaster bust was donated to the Fort by Ortho Fairbanks.

Dick and Jack put their heads together when Grant wanted a rostrum built to house a TV
monitor to show the films in the Log Meetinghouse. Grant had seen a similar thing in the
chapel of the Salt Lake Temple. The TV monitors were on either side of the podium and could
be called to rise up when needed for leadership training.
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Dick went to work and found a remotely driven hydraulic lift that the TV could be bolted
to. We all visited in Jack’s garage with the 60” monitor as well and in a couple of weeks Jack
had completed the cabinet that housed the system. This meant that the windows in the Log
Meetinghouse could be open to light and an old screen could go away. The monitor can raise
up when buses come to the Fort, but returned to looking like the Log Meetinghouse between
showings.

Dick found a buddy, Ben Wilson in 2019. Ben had
worked with Jack for a short time with LDS Audio
Visual. Ben had then gone on to design electronics
with Hammond Engineering. The amplifier used in
most Latter-day Saint ward chapels was designed by
Ben and produced by Hammond Engineering.

Ben came to Bluff and helped Dick clean up some
Ben Wilson, electronics expert. things in the visitors’ center and was amazed at the

system that we had in Bluff, Utah. They continued to
find ways to make the system better. They added countdown timers for the video presenta-
tion. Pushing the button at the picture wall also turns on the farm sounds in Room #2. It
checks to see if the projector is on, or if it has timed out. It will turn it on so it’s ready to go as
the group follows through the 3 rooms. Lights dim and come back up when the movie begins
and ends. It is really an amazingly complex but simple system. Dick and Ben then became film
producers.

We do have to mention Connie and how wonderful she was to the crews that came to
work at the Fort. Connie and Dick would load up vast quantities of meals. She and Dick were
amazing car packers. She would pack a lunch to eat in the car while traveling, usually egg
salad sandwiches, popcorn and mandarin oranges peeled. Dinners included “weinies” and
rice, great soups and just good food. She took such great care of Dick making sure that he had
his thermos filled with Kool Aid or something good to drink. Dick would get up at 4 am and
then would head off to work by 5:30 or 6:00 so that he could do things in the Co-op before
visitors came. Grant would go over about 7:00 and then they would come back for breakfast
at 8:00 and then back for prayer meeting at 8:30. It was quite a schedule.

Church History Department

As the Board began the process of trying to figure out how to tell the story and what to
build, Steve Olsen, past Church Historian, and Elder Rulon Cravens came to Bluff in about
2007. Graig had invited them and set up the meeting. Graig showed them around. Steve gave
the Foundation some really great advice in the beginning. He said that we needed to treat
funds donated to the foundation with care and that we should squeeze every penny donated.

When telling the story, don’t tell it but try to engage visitors. He said that visitors would
come away with a much greater feeling and understanding of the Trek and their
determination to follow a Prophet of God.

Steve also said that many smaller museums try to tell too long of a story. He said that we
should choose a period to tell the story and suggested that we choose just 20 years
(1880-1900). He claimed that by telling a short time period that we could focus the story and
that our “take away” would be much easier to understand.
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Steve said that it would actually be better not to turn the project over to the Church
because we could re-create the Fort much faster. He said that the Church was focusing on
revelatory sites and that Cove Fort, the Brigham Young Winter Home, Jacob Hamblin Home,
Martin’s Cove and a few others were the only exceptions. He counseled us to keep the
greatest degree of historical accuracy as different projects came along.

He also stressed that museums such as ours get lost in trying to tell too much history.
Keeping the visitors in mind was really important. So, projects like the “Best Restrooms in San
Juan County,” cookies and ice cream, benches and shade all came out of this discussion. Steve
really helped move the project along.

The list of helpers is pretty long. Jenny Lund, director of church historic sites became
involved at the very beginning in 2007. She helped us determine how many cabins might be
built. Graig and Grant would regularly meet with Jenny, so she became an invaluable resource
keeping the project on task.

Jenny gave great advice including choosing a period of history to cover that would best tell
the story. She said that we should steal ideas from the best visitor sites we had seen. Grant
and Nina had been able to see a number of sites in their travels before becoming involved
with Bluff Fort. Jenny talked to us about the importance of restrooms and came to Bluff to
help us figure out the most strategic place for a restroom that would also accommodate buses
quickly. Studies were made on visitors’ abilities to listen and learn, and bladders were part of
that learning. We had talked about a midsection location when we were thinking about
renting cabins and Jenny was needed to help the Board understand the why’s and where’s.

Grant had told Ben Pykles about Jenny’s help with the restroom and jokingly told him it
was referred to as the “Jenny Lund Memorial Restroom.” Of course, the story got back to
Jenny. Grant was very concerned that this might offend Jenny, but she had told other
historians of this great honor. A small plaque was made and installed between the restroom
doors in 2022 before Jenny’s retirement. She said she was very pleased to be remembered.

Jenny stressed the accuracy of messages placed around the Fort. Because of this advice
stories were checked by a broader group to make sure they were historically correct before
being used in some way to tell the story at the Fort. Jenny reviewed the script and made
suggestions for the movie/video presentation “If These Walls Could Talk.” She had told us to
ask Gary Cook if he might help us write our screen play.

Jenny became a great resource to bounce ideas off. In one phone conversation with Grant she
said that she enjoyed working with us because we listened to her advice and ran with it. Jenny said
that in her 35 years of history telling experience that some people had asked for advice and then
told her that it wouldn’t work. Jenny’s help kept the board “toeing the line” so that we didn’t go
off base.

Jenny encouraged the use of a handbook so that guidelines from the Board were followed by
service missionaries. Because of her encouragement, we annually review the Bluff Fort Handbook
making sure that we continue to move in the direction the Board has decided.

Jenny Lund retired in December of 2022. Grant was able to sit down with her and thank her for
her wisdom and guidance. Jenny told him what a pleasure it had been working with the Taylor
brothers and Bluff Fort. Grant asked her why she had stuck with them, and she reminded him that
we had listened and where possible followed her advice as a long-time historical professional.
Jenny gave Grant her personal phone number and e-mail so she continues to be a resource to the
Foundation.
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Several General Authorities of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints have visited the Bluff Fort over the years.

Craig Roring & Elder Marcus
Service missionaries with Elder & Sister Dieter B. Nash at the Bluff Fort Co-op

UChtdOl‘f in 2018 at Bluff Fort. dedication October 12' 2013.

Corinne Roring photo.

Several General Authorities of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints have visited the
Fort. Bishop H. David Burton to dedicated the pioneer monument in 2005. Elder L. Tom Perry
dedicated the John Taylor Monument in 2009. Elder Dieter F. Uchtdorf visited in 2018 with
his wife. Elder Steven E. Snow participated in a second dedication to pioneers in 2015. Elder
LeGrand R. Curtis Jr., Director of Church Historical Sites visited in 2021. Others have been
Elder Marcus B. Nash to dedicate the San Juan Co-op building along with Bishop Keith B.
McMullin, and Elder Rulon G. Craven. In 2024, Elder Jose L. Alonso and Elder Michael A.
Dunn visited the Fort as President and Second Counselor of the North America Southwest
Area presidency on separate visits.

# Elder LeGrand R. Curtis Jr.
visited the Fortin 2021.

Elder Steven E. Snow speaking at Bluff Fort in
2015. He dedicated the two Montezuma Creek
panels near Monument Plaza.
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Don Enders

Don Enders was introduced to Grant and Graig by Steve Olsen. Don had worked in the LDS
Historical Department his whole life. With Don’s construction experience, he talked about
stabilization of the Barton Cabin and wished that he could have rebuilt the old section for us.
He helped us figure out how to furnish cabins and offered suggestions of products to use to
stabilize the cabins. Don was able to offer some items given to the Church to help us decorate
our cabins. He brought a van down to Bluff with a number of items including antiques that he
gave to us out of his personal collection. Jack Powers and his son helped bring life to some of
the items. Jack Jr. took a box with a bunch of dowels and a seat and after a couple of years it
returned re-assembled. Hugh Kirkham went online and learned the art of caning and finished
the little chair’s restoration. Hugh also built the receiving room, later paint room shop
addition.

When we were working on the interior cabinetry construction and colors, the Board visited
Don in his home in Farmington. Don had a cabinet wall that had been stained with milk paint
and he offered his suggestions and how a similar look to the Newell K. Whitney store might be
appropriate. Jack Powers was also in attendance and having served one mission in Kirtland
and three in Nauvoo, he was in sync with what Don was suggesting. Up to that time the board
had been in a quandary and having a tough time coming to a consensus. Don was able to help
us over that hurdle.

Elder Steven Snow and missionaries at Bluff Fort

In 2009, Graig and Grant Taylor began working trying to see
if it were possible to get senior missionaries to serve at Bluff
Fort. In about 2010, a meeting was held with Elder Steven
Snow, Church Historian. Elder Snow’s middle name was
Erastus being named after his Great grandfather who was the
Apostle with responsibilities over southeastern Utah.

After a lot of thought and deliberation, Elder Snow made it
possible for senior church service missionaries to come to
Bluff. Elder Dwayne Ladell was serving as a missionary
working with Elder Snow and was given responsibility to ride
herd on Bluff Fort.

Elder Ladell and his wife Mowana came to the Fort and
stayed at LaRue and Carl Barton’s home. They kept watch
over us for a number of years.

Our first senior couple came in 2011.Then in late 2012-
2013, Frank and Elaine Rowley served as the first directors and three couples served in 2012
that Graig found wintering in Arizona. The missionaries just kept coming. They brought
amazing skills to the Fort from contracting, cooking, sewing, gardening and beyond. Each year
more couples would come that had even more skills than we could believe.

In 2017, Burnis and Lana Skinner were serving as directors. They only had eight
missionary couples that year that signed up to come. It made things pretty difficult. We met
with Elder Snow hoping to figure out a way to get more missionaries, and also figure out a line
of priesthood authority.

Dedication of Second Monument
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Elder LeGrand R. Curtis Jr.

Elder LeGrand R. Curtis Jr. was called to replace Elder Snow. The Board hurried to meet
with him and establish a friendship. Stuart and Kristi Matheson had moved a little forward of
the Foundation and met with him a week or so earlier seeking help with the idea of youth
conferences being held at Camp Sticky. Elder Curtis continued his support of Bluff Fort and as
numbers of senior service missionaries serving each year increased, he allowed us to have
them come.

Elder Kyle S. McKay

Elder Kyle McKay replaced Elder Curtis and so Grant arranged a time for the Board to meet
with Elder McKay. Elder McKay attempted to figure out the system of calling and how it all
worked, but in the end decided that if it was working, leave it alone. He is from Huntsville and
so was not as knowledgeable about the Hole in the Rock story. We left him a David Miller
“Hole in the Rock” book and a DVD.

Benjamin Pykles

In January of 2023, Benjamin Pykles was named as Director of Church Historic Sites. Ben
had already been to Bluff previously for a public land build and Grant had ridden with him for
that conference. They had plenty of time to share stories and Grant learned much. Ben also
lived in Grant’s oldest son’s ward and a trip to Cottonwood Canyon was executed. Families
joined together and felt the sacredness of the trail.

When Grant met with Ben there were questions that he had. Grant learned that the
senior service missionaries for Bluff Fort had been moved under the direction of the Office of
the Seventy. Ben went through meeting notes on his computer that involved HIRF. Jenny had
really gone to bat for the Foundation helping to retain the senior service missionaries.

Ben said that the Church was studying the “Bluff Fort Model” of a visitor center. He said
that having ownership and operation not by the Church was a very positive point. He said that
some other non-historic sites were difficult to man and hard to manage physical repair and
upkeep. They said that the Church was very happy with the way things worked at Bluff.

We had struggled for years trying to figure out a line of authority for the senior service
missionaries at Bluff. Ben said that proselyting mission leaders are beginning to also be
responsible for senior service missionaries in their mission boundary. The program seems to
be working well and will be rolled out further in other missions.

Many of the missionaries wondered where priesthood keys were coming from to serve at
Bluff Fort. We continued to fly under the radar, hoping that no one would ask too many
guestions about how we got missionaries.

In 2023, Benjamin Pykles replaced Jenny Lund as director of the Historic Sites Division in
the Church History Department. He asked a couple of questions of the missionary
department, and we were now in plain sight and there were General Authorities that didn’t
understand how Bluff Fort could have missionaries and not conform to other Church history
sites.
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The missionary applicants seemed to find Bluff Fort. We worked out a system of filling out
the forms and getting permission. A large percentage of the missionaries, the Board thinks were
sent directly from God, cutting out the middleman and giving us great missionaries to serve at
the Fort.

Grant told Ben that President Magleby of the Farmington New Mexico Mission was bringing
his proselyting missionaries to Bluff twice a year for a zone conference. Grant encouraged Ben
to press forward with the idea of having the Bluff Fort missionaries under the direction of the
Farmington New Mexico Mission because it wouldn’t be too much trouble for the mission lead-
er to take a little more time on his visit to interview each of the senior service missionaries and
hold a special meeting with them.

Ben asked how the director of the Fort was called and Grant told him that usually a couple
had served a few months and then when it was time to select a new director the Board
prayerfully considered the possibilities and a decision was made. Ben was good with that.

Grant discussed with Ben how sales in the gift shop covered all maintenance costs at Bluff
Fort. Ben said that other sites were also adding a gift shop. Housing was also discussed, and
Grant told him of miracles that had happened that made it possible for missionaries to have a
trailer or RV to come and serve. Ben marveled at the miracles happening at Bluff Fort.

Further discussion was held in a number of different offices, but it finally boiled down to a
meeting that Grant Taylor was invited to attend at the Church Administration Building on
Wednesday, January 17, 2024. In that meeting the North American Southwest Area Presidency,
along with members of the senior missionary department attended.

Discussion was held and questions asked about how it might work for senior proselyting
missionaries serving at the Fort. Grant was asked if there was anything in the by-laws of the
Foundation that would preclude them from serving. Discussion was also held about senior
medical insurance and proselyting at the Fort.

Grant explained that missionaries were told to answer all questions posed to them but did
not bear testimony or pass out copies of the Book of Mormon. He explained that if the visitors
wanted more information, they were given a pass-along card to fill out and send into the
Church.

Elder Michael A. Dunn, 2™ Counselor in the area presidency, said that he had recently been
to Bluff Fort and loved the facilities and the manner in which the pioneer message was shared.
He said it was more of a soft sell and that no one was pressed.

Elder Jose L. Alonso commented that he thought it was wonderful what had been happening
at Bluff Fort and that it was good that the Church was re-calibrating their relationship with Bluff
Fort because he said he knew there were many wonderful things yet to happen at the Fort.

The meeting ended with a feeling that now having the Bluff senior missionaries serving
under the leadership of the Farmington, New Mexico mission president, would be a great
alignment. Art Johnson, senior missionary department, talked with Grant afterwards letting him
know that their office would be glad to work with the Foundation in the future.
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From the beginning, Elder Steven E. Snow had charged the HIRF Board to make sure that
visitors were given a great first impression with members of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, and that the missionaries who came to serve had a great, meaningful and
fun time while serving at Bluff Fort. The missionaries and docents serving at the Fort share
their light of the gospel through their eyes and each have had some wonderful experiences
with visitors from around the world.

Other “Bluff Fort Worker Boys”
John and Brandon Cox

John was retired military and lived in Utah County. He and his son Brandon started coming
to some of the earliest work projects at the Fort. When we started building cabins, John was
there for the first three cabins. He claimed that his recipe for chicken and rice was amazing.
The Friday night when the McConkies came to build their cabins and help with the other two,
John’s recipe was used by the kitchen crew. Nina Taylor had tried to come up with all the
ingredients that John’s recipe called for. Unfortunately, the Campbell’s Golden Mushroom
Soup was nowhere to be found. Nina ran to the gas station in Bluff and there on a row was
the Campbell’s Golden Mushroom Soup. They made 5 14” Dutch ovens with the chicken and
rice and then filled a deep 16” with the rest of the tenderloins. There was not a smidge left
after all had dined.

We needed doors and John made the cabin doors using rough sawn lumber in his work-
shop at home and brought one down for each of the cabins. He also played with his forge and
made the door latches or knobs to open each of the doors. When it came time to build the
barn doors to divide rooms #2 and #3, John brought those down as well. He also worked on a
couple of the German wagons helping to give them a more American West look. | think the
wagon in Room #2 was one that John had worked on. John and Brandon were right there
when we needed them.

Jack and Carol Muterspaugh

In 2007, Jack and Carol Muterspaugh dropped by the Fort on a 4-wheeling trip. Jack
learned what was going on and wanted to become a part of the action. He was the district
parts manager for the Larry Miller Car Group. Jack came down on a number of our guy
weekend trips to Bluff.

The Cowboy Cabin had been turned into a dorm by Corinne Roring. A bathroom had
been installed with a very small shower. There were five log single beds with extra cushions
underneath when there was a larger group. Guys would come and work till they’d drop and
then Corinne would make her amazing chili or we’d shower off and head to Twin Rocks Café.
Corinne would fill the refrigerator with milk, eggs, bacon and sandwich stuff. She’d always
supply the guys with Half and Half for their cold cereal.

Jack became a regular. One day Larry Miller called him and asked him where he was. Jack
told him what we were doing, and this opened a door for the Foundation to ask the Millers
for money for the Co-op.
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Jack and Carol were not sealed in the
temple and late-night discussions about
religion and the importance of eternal
marriage was a part of those discussions.
Jack and Carol were sealed in the temple
a few months into Jack’s help at the Fort.
Larry Miller was one of the witnesses at
their sealing. Larry passed away a few
months later.

—

Old state truck shed housed the workshop
(back left), the kitchen (white doors in middle

and the “Cowboy Cabin” on right).
Erlene Taylor 2009 photo.

Leon Jones & Cherie Jones

Leon Jones and his wife Cherie came as
service missionaries to Bluff Fort in 2018. Leon
had begun writing a biography of his great-
grandfather Kumen Jones. Leon helped with
furnishing the Jones home and landscaped the
area around the home. Candice and Jed Lyman,

DeAnn lvans, Leon and Cherie Jones went on 2003 Lunch time in the “Cowboy Cabin” for
shopping sprees to furnish the home. the north fence builders. Corinne Roring photo.
Another project Leon was asked to do by

director Wayne Embleton, was to create an equipment display. There were just a few pioneer
tools at the Fort. Leon placed them between the blacksmith shop and the Redd cabin. He then
met Melvin Gaines, a resident of Bluff, who owned a large collection of pioneer farm
equipment. Melvin donated all of his older pieces to the collection. During that process Leon
and Melvin talked about the Gospel and Melvin was baptized a member of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. Leon provided photographs and wrote the script for a permanent
sign, naming and explaining the tools. Lamont Crabtree, Fort historian, finished the graphics,
and oversaw the construction of the sign.

Grant and Nina Taylor had visited “Four Mile” a weigh station outside of Denver, Colorado.
This pioneer stagecoach stop catered to school visitation. One exhibit was a wagon
encampment. Leon used their ideas to create a wagon encampment exhibit for the Fort. All of
the Bluff settlers had various occasions to use their wagons as their homes. This exhibit shows
visitors a typical wagon and camp kitchen. The display is now used as a teaching station for
school groups who visit the Fort. Extra boxes and log stumps also provide seating near the fire
ring. The encampment is now a great addition to the Fort. Leon drafted a sign for the display
and Lamont Crabtree finished the graphics for the construction of the sign.

Shortly after the cabins were built, temporary signs were created by Lamont Crabtree for
the Barton, Jones and Hobbs cabins. Grant Taylor had envisioned making signs for all the
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cabins. Grant later shared the idea with Leon, while on his mission, and he later took on the
project after leaving the mission. Leon researched and drafted the historical signs to accom-
pany each cabin. The drafts for the signs were sent to families for feedback. Lamont Crabtree
then created a template, performed final édits and photo enhancements for the signs which
were installed in 2024.

Leon Jones is just one of many who are given the opportunity to be a part of this
marvelous work and a wonder in San Juan County, Utah. It is inspiring to see how people with
specific talents needed at the Fort are brought together and given the opportunity to make a
difference.

David L. and Joanne Walton,
Orem, Utah

David was an elementary
school teacher (1974-1987) and
school district administrator,
leading school library and
technology departments, 1987-
2003. He retired following a stroke
in 2003, then returned to special
technology/teaching assignment in
Alpine School District, 2003 thru
2010. Joanne has been a stay-at-
home mom.

As a Hole in the Rock descend- David and Joanne Walton. David Walton photo.
ant who grew up in Los Angeles,

Bluff was mostly an unknown to Dave, beyond the story of Benjamin Perkins, Dave’s maternal
great-grandfather. His cousins, Elaine Guymon Rowley and Beverly Guymon Vowell Black
sought technical advice in 2013 regarding the portraits to be displayed in the ‘Talking Wall’
exhibit at the new Co-op. This led to assisting with the website and newsletters, and
eventually to an invitation to make application to serve as Bluff Fort service missionaries.

Just as the call to serve in Bluff was issued, his local church assignments were suddenly
extended by leadership calls in a branch presidency serving a retirement/care facility.
Negotiations ensued with directors Dale and Bev Black to allow local church service to
continue, while serving Bluff Fort remotely. Dave received the assignment for gathering and
publishing pioneer histories on a newly designed web page, remote due to the poor internet
service in Bluff.

David and Joanne traveled to Bluff for new missionary training weeks and introduced the
missionaries to the BluffFort.org web pages, assisted in computer training for family history,
and gathered new materials for the web page. Slide (PowerPoint) presentations were also
developed to relive Bluff as it was pre-1900. Publishing and mailing, later emailing, periodic
newsletters became another remote service opportunity. Editing and publishing brochures,
DVDs and books for the visitor center were other assignments we undertook. These Bluff-
related assignments continued into 2024.
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Gary Cook

Gary Cook had worked for the Church History Department and had been lead writer on
many of the visitor center videos. He had retired early because he was diagnosed with
Parkinson’s Disease. Jenny Lund, Director of LDS Church Historic Sites suggested that Gary
might help us with our script for the video presentation in the Co-op. Grant realized that Gary
and he had been members of an LDS Institute sponsored singing group called the Sounds of
Zion at Utah State University.

Grant visited Gary at his home in Sandy, Utah and they talked about the story. Gary had
written much of the script for the San Diego Mormon Battalion Visitor Center. He said he
would be delighted to help us with the project.

Gary wrote the majority of the script, “If These Walls Could Talk.” Gary arranged for Alan
Peterson of Flying Leap Films to meet Grant at Gary’s home. Grant found out that Alan lived in
his ward in Centerville and the deal was struck for Alan to direct the video.

Gary and Alan worked closely together. Alan finished tightening the script.

When Alan had a rough cut complete, we showed it to Gary and he said that it was 90%.
He said that we really needed to take footage at the Hole in the Rock crevice to give the im-
pact to the video.

Gary knew just what our visitors were looking for and helped us create a memorable
experience for visitors coming to learn the story of faith and courage of the Hole in the Rock
Pioneers.

Scott Christensen, volunteer senior
service missionary (2022-23), Fort
blacksmith and storyteller. Not a

weed could be found anywhere on

“If These Wall Could Talk” DVD movie is the Fort, or even near it while he was

shown on large screen TVs at three there.

locations and projected on the wall of
room #3 in the Co-op. Itis sold at the Fort
and given to tour bus guides for showing
in transit.
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Lynn Stevens

Lynn Stevens seemed to be groomed to serve on the
Hole in the Rock Foundation Board. His grandfather was
Walter Joshua Stevens who honeymooned for 6 months
with the original Hole in the Rock company coming to Bluff.
Lynn spent 33 years of his life on active duty in the United
States Army and retired with the rank of Major General
(two-star general). He was also vice president of Northrup
Grumman. He returned home to San Juan County and
served two terms as a county commissioner. While he held
the office of San Juan County Commissioner he worked
closely with the Blue Mountain Hospital development
project. He also served on the board of directors of Blue
Mountain Hospital in Blanding, Utah. He willingly used his
leadership experience by serving on ten different state and
local boards and committees as an uncompensated board .

Lynn Stevens presenting a
member. devotional message to Bluff Fort

Lynn said that Corinne Roring was literally at his door  Mijssionaries. Lorie Rasmussen photo.
the day he retired from the county commission in 2010,
asking him if he would serve on the Hole in the Rock Board as liaison for government relations.

Lynn stepped in when the bid for the co-op building was being considered. The desired bid
was higher than the funds the Foundation had available. He got together with Tri-Hurst
Construction owner Joe Hurst, along with a representative of the Utah Division of Facilities
Construction and Management, and the building architect to see what might be pared down
so that the building could be built. By dropping some of the higher cost items and eliminating
a basement, Lynn was able to help them meet the budget available to the foundation so
construction of the Co-op could begin.

Lynn also worked on expanding the Camp Stickie property. The San Juan County operated a
trash transfer station adjacent to the 10 acres the Foundation owned. Blowing trash was a
problem so Lynn worked together with the county to trade acreage that would square up the
camp property boundaries. The Foundation raised funds to re-build the transfer station in
another location for the county. When Bluff City incorporated, it became responsible for its’
own trash.

Lynn also worked on acquiring a half section of land adjacent to Comb Ridge (also known as
Comb Reef). This area had been previously used during youth conferences. Lynn worked with
the Utah School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA) and money was raised to
buy the property. When it came time for the land auction, the money raised allowed the
Foundation to bid, but when the bidding began Lynn could see other bids were higher than
what the Foundation could afford. The winning bid was made by Lyman Family Farms. The
owner of Lyman Family Farms, Joe Hunt assured Lynn that the Hole in the Rock Foundation
would be allowed to access the property for youth conferences and other outdoor activities.

Lynn became president of the Hole in the Rock Foundation Board of Directors in 2016 after
LaMar Helquist retired as the board president. Lynn continued to serve as president of the
foundation at this writing in 2024.
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CHAPTER FIVE
Miracle: We Continue
To Do Hard Things At

Bluff Fort

“The future history of San Juan will be more thrilling than the past. I
would very much like to stay and watch its glorious development, but
who knows that I shall not still be watching it even from a better

vantage point than I have ever had hitherto?” Hole in the Rock pioneer Albert R.
Lyman in Preface to “Indians and Outlaws.”
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Modern History of Bluff Fort

Bluff Fort Directors
Frank and Elaine Rowley
2013-2014

In 2010, while attending the Blanding 4™ of
July Celebration Elaine and | (Frank Rowley)
received a call from Lamar Helquist requesting an
opportunity to meet with us. We were staying at
Beverly Vowell Black’s home in Blanding. The
nature of the business was for Elaine and | to come
the following year and work at Bluff Fort. My
response was that | was currently serving as bishop
of the Coolidge 2" Ward in Coolidge, Arizona
where we currently lived. Graig Taylor, who was
with Lamar, was persistent and wanted the name
and phone number of our stake president. A
couple of months later we received a call to meet
with our stake president. Guess what? | received a release from my being the bishop so we
could serve at Bluff Fort.

In 2011, Elaine and | made plans to spend the summer working at Bluff Fort. Elaine had an
income tax business so a few days after April 15™, we made our journey. We joined Ron and
Lorraine Barton, and Dennis and Lorraine Harvey. Ron had been called to volunteer his time to
install electrical power to all the new cabins and Log Meeting-

Photo courtesy of Frank and Elaine Rowley.

house. Dennis and Lorraine assisted in this effort.

During the summer months the men spent hours cutting
weeds, making the Fort presentable for guests who stopped by.
The women worked in the craft center with LaRue Barton
greeting visitors and working on crafts and quilts.

On October 12, 2011, the groundbreaking ceremony for the
new Co-op building occurred, as previously described.

In 2012 Grant and Graig Taylor approached the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Mission Headquarters about
providing service missionaries for Bluff Fort. Their success is what
has made Bluff Fort a “Tourist Destination” today.

In the fall of 2012, Frank and Elaine Rowley were called to be
the new directors for Bluff Fort. Elaine was given $10,000 to pur-
chase items to sell for the new Co-op Building. Elaine, LaRue, Bev-

Corinne Roring was

. ; President of the Board of
erly Vowell and Grant Taylor visited the trade shows in Las Vegas, Hole in the Rock

Nevada and Phoenix, Arizona. Foundation.
Janie Roring Lauritzen photo.
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During the winter of 2012, Gary and Starla Spears were called to serve at Bluff Fort. Gary,
a homebuilder by trade, was assigned the task of building the interior structure for the Co-op
Building. There would be three rooms where tour groups would move through, each telling
part of the Hole-in-the-Rock journey.

The Co-op building construction commenced October 12, 2011, and Tri-Hurst
Construction Company began work. On May 1, 2013 the ribbon cutting event was celebrated.

In 2013, it was evident from the beginning that housing for missionaries was going to be a
major problem in Bluff. By 2014, Corinne & her son Mike Roring had completed a new
apartment complex to help resolve this situation.

With the completion and dedication of the new Co-op center came the responsibility of
decorating the rooms where the film would be shown. Grant had talked about hiring a profes-
sional crew to do this work.

But as the new director, | (Frank Rowley) felt each room should depict the story which
was told in the film and have a personal touch. Gary Spears had done a marvelous job con-
structing each room. | had been receiving some very strong impressions as to what the story
of each room should tell. As | started gathering items for display, | knew exactly what was to
be displayed in each room.

Room One was pictures of those original pioneers and the video Grant developed
through Alan Peterson.

Room Two was the room entitled “Preparation to Leave.” The message was “Tell the sto-
ry about leaving precious things behind and taking only essentials.” That’s where the story of
the dress comes in. | wanted a beautiful dress similar to the time period. Kristy Matheson was
asked to find that dress. On her return trip from the Salt Lake Valley area, she reported that it
was not possible to find anyone who had the time to make such a dress. | stressed to Kristy
that it was critical that we needed a dress before we started showing the video. On her next
trip to the Salt Lake Valley, she returned with a dress that we thought would work. | never
asked if someone sewed a dress, or if it was a donation, or if it was purchased somewhere. It
didn’t matter; it would work.

Then there was the issue of the freight
wagon which was in Room Two. It was so
large that its’ presence overwhelmed the
room. | had expressed my concern to the
missionaries wondering what could be
done.

Room two “Preparation to Leave.”
Rich Murset photos.
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“The Talking Wall “has framed, sepia-toned photos (middle three) that come alive
and introduce the video presentation. It was patterned after an exhibit at the
Mormon Battalion Historic Site in San Diego, California. Rich Murset photo.

Room One -
Alan Peterson
produced and

directed the
movie shown,

entitled “If These

Walls Could

Talk.”

Ron Bateman photo.

148



One day Carl Larsen asked
me to walk with him to look
at a smaller covered wagon.
When | saw it, that was
exactly what we needed. So
we took the freight wagon
apart, moving it out of Room
Two and replaced it with the
smaller covered wagon,
PERFECT!

Now decorating the room
began! Quilts, chickens,
cookware, gunny sacks that
had the name of “Escalante”
printed on them and then
“On the Plains” Room Three is where videos are shown stuffed stools, hand tools, har-
to visitors. Also, the missionaries and volunteers meet nesses; it just came together!
there each morning for devotionals and instruction. Room Three represented

“On the Plains.” Dead Tree!
The dead tree came from a trip we took with all the missionaries to Doll House Ruins. | was
impressed to take my pickup, not my “side by side” RZR.

Coming home, all of a sudden, there it was just sitting by the side of the road, a gorgeous
dead tree. Firewood to most people, but decorative to me. “Brethren, let’s load that tree in
my truck.” It is on display in Room Three. Now | needed some decorative rocks. Not just rocks,
decorative, unique kind of rocks, but where can | find them! A thought came to mind, go see
Madge Shumway. She has lots of rocks. She is also Corinne Roring’s good friend. So to her
home in Blanding | went. Lynn Shumway, Madge’s daughter-in-law went with me. The answer
was “Yes, if you can find what you need, take them to the Fort!” The rocks were absolutely
perfect!

Now we had everything, except | wanted
a stuffed coyote. One of our missionaries,
JoLynn Mason had returned home because
of some family issues. | received a call from
her, “Frank | have found a stuffed fox, will
that work?” “Yes, indeed!” was my response.

Once everything was put in motion,
merchandise displayed, video functioning,
visitors stopping, we had a major problem.
The upstairs floor was rough-sawn lumber
with cracks. Dust and dirt was falling on the
newly displayed merchandise. Gary Spears
and his son went to work on the problem.

brush, wet.ads, fand, and a fOX,: They installed tongue-and-groove wood
representing “On the Plains. flooring. Problem resolved.
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What a blessing! A few days
prior to his son’s arrival, Gary had
fallen off the scaffolding where he
was working in Room Three. He was
really hurting. The installation of a
new floor was essential. The saying,
“We Do Hard Things” was exempli-
fied.

The original co-op building was
stucco on the outside but had a
three-inch lip on the footing. It was
there so stone could be added later.
By 2014, Corinne had the stone in
place. Vance Seely did the stone

“Vance Seeley was a wonder as a brick & rock
work. Much of the stone used was layer and such a pleasant man.” He did the stone
from the original Co-op. work on the new Co-op.

Erlene Taylor photo

Visitors’ Center

Everything was really coming together. Visitors were coming. “Friday Night at the Fort”
was a great success. Maybe because we gave free ice cream! But there was a problem, the
room echoed, especially when a microphone was used. How can we fix that? Something
needs to be done! One day Mark Williams came to me, “Frank, | have an idea! We have a
bunch of packing material, shaved aspen pads (I think). Maybe that might work.” So, we
wrapped the pads in burlap, built a frame, hung the new fixtures. “Wah La” they worked. Echo
stopped!

12 Days of Christmas

The visitors’ center was a huge success. Lamont Crabtree’s film of the “Trip to the San
Juan” was shown. Visitors loved to walk the grounds and visit the historic cabins. Merchandise
was going out the door with excited visitors. Then came the idea; “Let’s do the Twelve Days of
Christmas in July.” What? JULY? Elaine and the missionary sisters went to work. Ideas
emerged. “Frank, | want 12 short stories about the journey or life in the Fort!” That was
Elaine’s request. So, twelve short stories were written. About 30 boxes were assembled and
the “The Twelve Days of Christmas” had life. They were all sold in just a few days, with many
requests for more. The answer, “We’ll try again next year, but we are so busy right now that
we are unable to do more.” Next year came and the same scenario occurred. Somewhere
those people have a very unique gift box from Bluff Fort!!!

2014 Season

Knowing that the 2014 Season would be Elaine’s and my last year, | had a desire to leave
behind something that would be lasting and memorable. | finally decided to build a pavilion
just outside the back doors of the visitors’ center where visitors could eat and drink and enjoy
the setting of the Fort. Shade was the essential element. | designed it so the roof boards
would slant to provide shade and air flow. It turned out very well.
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Also, we had a problem in the spring with blow-
ing sand. It would cover the lawn in front of the
shop and Cowboy Cabin building. Each year we
would shovel and wash the sand off the lawn, only
to have the next windstorm cover it again. So one of
our 2014 projects was to build a rock retaining wall
to control the blowing sand.

The project was double-width rock with a flag-
stone cap. The cap was a couple of inches wider
than the wall so the sand would drop in front of the
retaining wall, not on the grass behind. It worked
well.

The major project for 2014 was Camp Stickie.
Kristi and Stuart Matheson had scheduled a Youth :
Conference for the first week in June. A large pavil- The arbor and rock retaining wall
ion needed to be assembled. Vault toilets needed to were built just outside the Co-op in
be built and shower stalls. How is all this goingto 2014 Pictured is missionary Lynn
happen? Lynn Stevens hired his nephew Kendall and Feinauer adding the information sign

in 2023.
Tyson Shumway and crew to pour the cement floor
for the pavilion. The missionaries erected the build-
ing. Kristi Matheson took charge of the vault toilets. The missionaries installed the roof and
partitions and Vance Seeley constructed the block walls. Lynn Stevens came up with the
shower facility. Mike Roring took charge of the earth work and graveling the roads. The mis-
sionaries built a pump house over the well and WHEW, WE WERE READY!

SITLA Parcel History (by Grant Taylor)

As our youth conferences began to grow in numbers, we realized that we needed more
venues for additional activities on sacred ground that would help the youth better understand
the story of these hardy Hole in the Rock pioneers. The progress on our BLM permit
application was slow, and we were met with significant opposition. We realized we were not
going to get anything near what we needed for access to the Hole in the Rock trail.

We began to explore other areas and came across a parcel of land that contained part of
the original pioneer trail. It was ideally suited for some of our activities; specifically “Find the
Route.” This parcel was located adjacent to the highway near Comb Ridge and was owned by
the Utah State Institutional Trust Land Administration (SITLA).

We began the process of acquiring the parcel which was eventually put up for public
auction by SITLA in October of 2016. Following spirited bidding, the parcel was purchased by
another entity — Lyman Family Farms.

The Lyman Family Farms group has ties to the Hole in the Rock pioneers and has been
extremely supportive and generous in allowing us to use this property for our youth
conference activities. As a result of this miraculous benefit, thousands of youth and their
leaders have been inspired by the “Find the Route” activity, and the Hole in the Rock pioneer
story.

The “Find the Route” activity resembles an actual exploring process of the pioneers. The
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the possibility of a route, they reconvene, counsel together, and decide which route to
follow.

The property encompasses Hobbs’ Wash, a significant obstacle. The experience of finding
the best route helps them understand the difficulty the four scouts had determining the best
route-the wagon company should take.

We truly counted this as a Bluff Fort Miracle because the $300,000 we had committed by
donor-fell short of the final $450,000 that Lyman Family Farms paid for the property. The HIRF
now pays a nominal lease payment to LFF for access to the 260 acres.

Missionaries

Bluff Fort could have never emerged, if it was not for the Church missionaries and the
local docents that came to serve, each bringing unique capabilities and the desire to be there.
Each has a story, but | want to tell you about a young man named Austin Gorham.

We received word that an autistic young man with his grandparents (Barbara and Barry
Meekins) were coming to serve at Bluff Fort. My anxiety level was beyond description. How is
that going to work? When they arrived, Elaine and | took their missionary badges to them
As Elaine presented Austin his missionary badge, he pinned it on and then he went to a
full-length mirror and stood there for several minutes. My anxiety left. It was going to be OK.

One day Austin was working in the visitors’ center and a man came in with a t-shirt that
had “swear words” printed on it. Austin grabbed the man by the shirt stating, “What are you
doing, wearing a shirt like this?” The man was totally taken back and awestruck by the event,
but soon relaxed somewhat when he realized Austin’s autistic situation.

Elaine’s phone started ringing. A frantic voice greeted her, “Hurry, Austin just grabbed a
man by his shirt!” Elaine was on the run to the visitor’s center. When Elaine asked Austin,
“What are you doing?” Austin’s response was, “l just wanted him to repent!” Apologies were
made and the man understood. Elaine visited with Austin and his response once again was,
“Sister Rowley, | just wanted him to repent!”

Austin also loved to plink on the upstairs
piano. Austin’s practice times and length needed
to be set for the visitors’ sake. One day, a thought
came to me, “Have Austin learn a song.” Then the
hymn came to mind, “God Be With You.” Kristi
Matheson worked with Austin. Progress came
quickly. At our “end-of-year going away party,”
Austin played “God Be With You Till We Meet
Again.” All of us sang, or | should say “tried to
sing.” With tears running down our faces, choked
voices, we said our goodbyes!
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Submitted by Frank Rowley, 2013-14 Bluff Fort

: E Director

Bluff Fort special missionary
Austin Gorham.
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Names of Key People Frank & Elaine Rowley Worked With in 2013-2014

Gary and Sharon Guymon — Original purchasers, trail markers, Barton Cabin
LaRue and Karl Barton — Jens Nielson home, board members, old Visitors’ Center
Lamont Crabtree — Hole-in-the-Rock Trail, historic research, film, Barton Cabin

Graig Taylor — Land purchase, restoration, trail & Bluff Fort site, Barton Cabin,
meeting house, Salvation Knoll

Grant Taylor — Land purchase, audio visual, film, dedications

Corinne Roring — Board President, visionary and persistent, Barton Cabin

Mike & Craig Roring — Following Corinne’s dream, Mike - board member

Gene & Mary Foushee — Local supporters, labor, trail markers, trail locations
Lamar Helquist — Board member, research, trail markers, John Taylor Monument
Helquist Family — Support

Grant & Dell Taylor — Paint, sign & cabinets for Co-op

Dick Jacobs — Automation

Jack & Vauna Powers — Cabinets Co-op

Gary & Starla Spears — Co-op, interior rooms, stairs and upstairs flooring

The Fort speaks: “One of the most amazing places seen in our lifetime!”
Visitor from Italy, 2014.
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Corinne Roring - President |
LaMar Helquist

Grant Taylor

Graig Taylor
Stephen Jensen
Mike Roring

Lynn Stevens

These two plaques hang inside the front
door of the San Juan Cooperative.

For Their Talents

Tri Hurst Construction, 4 Corners
Electric, Redd Mechanical, Archiplex
Group, Lamont Crabtree, Utah
Department of Facility Construction
Management, Jack Powers Sr., Gary
Spears, Grant & Dell Taylor, John &
Brandon Cox, Ron Snowden, Hole in
the Rock Board of Directors—
Corinne Roring— President, LaMar
Helquist, Grant Taylor, Graig Taylor,
Stephen Jensen, Mike Roring, Lynn
Stevens.

In Grateful Appreciation
Sorenson Legacy Foundation,
George S & Dolores Dore Eccles
Foundation, Karl and LaRue
Barton, Larry H. & Gail Miller
Family Foundation, Utah
Department of Transportation,
The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints Foundation,
State of Utah, San Juan County,
Ester Foundation, Lettie Jones
Foundation, Fredrick and
Barbara Jones, Vivian Redd
McConkie Family, Mormon
Historic Sites Foundation,
Gunter & Christa Liebach, Bert
and Kathy, Charles Redd
Foundation, and many other
Friends of Bluff Fort
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Missionaries 2013

Dennis & Lorraine Harvey
Helen and Arvid Rudd

Terry and Mark Williams

Gary and Starla Spears

Elaine and Frank Rowley
Gianfranco & Trudy DeAngelis
Evelyn and Carl Larsen

Kristi and Stuart Matheson

Docents 2013

Marcia Shores
Karen Dufur
Bernice Perkins
VerDonne Blake
Judy Lyman
Shauna Hurst

Missionaries 2014

Frank & Elaine Rowley, Directors
Joe & Maureen Brandon
Gianfranco & Trudy de Angelis
Rex & Patty Edwards

Bob & Sylvia Healey

Tharon & Kathy Judd

Royce & JoLynn Mason

Barry & Barbara Meekins
Austin Gorham

Keith & Jerri Nielson

Jim & Vicki Orr

Stuart & Kristi Matheson
LaRue Helquist Barton

Docents 2014

VerDonne Blake
Alyson Christensen
Brent & Susan Flavel
Shauna Hurst
Steve Keele

Katy Kirk

Toni Lacy

Austin Lyman
Candice Lyman
Judy Lyman

Leslie Nielson
Marcia Shores
Gayle Shumway
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First contingent of Church service missionaries at Bluff Fort in 2013.

HIRF Boarc
of Directors

ynn, C ngne Mike, Stev

ﬂ ”'f ’]n /
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Joe Brandon, Keith Nielson, Royce Mason, Dale & Beverly Black, Robert Healey, Rex
Edwards, Jim Orr, Frank Rowley, John Austin Meekins Gorham, Theron Judd, ?,
Barry Meekins. Front: Maureen Brandon, Jerri Nielson, Jolynn Mason, Sylvia
Healey, Patty Edwards, Vicki Orr, Elaine Rowley, Kathy Judd, ?, Barbara MeeKkins.
From “Miracles Happen ... When the Time is Right.” Bluff Fort 2014 yearbook, p 100.

The Fort Speaks: “It was a dream to learn
how to catch a cow. I learned it here.

Thanks!”
Visitor from France, 2014 yearbook, page 17.

Pictured is Frank Rowley, 2013-14 Bluff - - A
Fort Director roping a wooden calf. Early missionary volunteers Dennis &
Loraine Harvey in 2011.
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Dale Black created and

built the ore cart used in

the Fort Co-op while on a

honeymoon in the desert
with his wife, Beverly.
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Dale & Beverly Black
Bluff Fort Directors
2015 to 2016
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waterwheel. There were 10 known
pioneer water wheels in the area of
Bluff. Alan Martindale photo.
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Back row: Ron Gray, Roger Paystrup, Royce & JoLynn Mason, Jim Orr, Kayleen & Jim Miller, Grant
Taylor, Casey Fox—Mliddle Row: Evelyn Gray, Randy Bunker, Ron & Belva Poulsen, Vicki Orr, Jo-
anne Walton, Sylvia Healey, Sandra Bradshaw & Mary Fox — Front Row: Dale & Bev Black, LaRue
Kirkham, Carol Barton, Dave Walton, Bob Healey, Ruth Bunker.

Dale and Beverly Black, 2015 Bluff Fort Directors, exclaimed as they were first called to
serve: “We had an amazing experience as we interviewed prospective Bluff Fort Service
Missionaries. While interviewing one of the 2015 missionary couples, Jim Miller ended his
interview by saying, “If we have a chance to serve at the Bluff Fort, we will be willing do
anything you ask us to do.” That was music to our ears and the statement pretty well
summed up the attitude of those sweet pioneers that came to Bluff in 1880 on the San
Juan Mission.”

Two of the many goals Dale wanted our missionaries to accomplish our first year was to

get a great, BIG sign painted that invited people to “Come visit the Bluff

BLUFF Fi]Iﬂ' Fort” and to place a Bluff Fort label in all handmade items created in the
HISTORIC siTE

Gif? Shop Visitars Center Craft Center. As you can see both of these were accomplished.
FREE M“'SS'““ It was a great privilege to wear both the Bluff Fort badge and the

0 Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints missionary badge. While shop-
ping out of town we have had many strangers look at our missionary’s
badges and say, “Where is the Bluff Fort?” That has opened the door to

share bits and pieces of “the story.” Yes, there is "power in the badge.”
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Our first year serving, we had people ask us, “What do old people do on a Church
service mission? The following were some of our replies:

e Plant “Gospel Seeds” by sharing the story of the Hole in the Rock journey and the
San Juan Mission.

e Develop appreciation for those who have gone on before us.

e Build things with a hammer and nails (like expanding the work shop or building a
new office).

e Learnto smile at all times, and “Let your light shine.”

e Sew bonnets, aprons, quilts, rabbit skin pouches, write a book about topsy-turvy
dolls, weave rugs.

e Learnto be on the same page as your companion (your spouse.)

e Develop love in your heart for all of God’s children.

e Rely on our Heavenly Father for help and learn to listen to the Spirit of the Holy
Ghost.

e Exhibit patience for all the different personalities that you work with.

e Learn to forgive people who offend you and try not to offend others.

For the first 5 1/2 months of our service in 2015, the Bluff fort directors’ office was
located inconveniently behind the piano on the 2nd floor of the Co-op. On the positive side,
as visitors would come upstairs to see what the Co-op social hall looked like, Bev had the
opportunity of getting up from her desk to greet them.

One day as Bev approached one of the guests visiting from Sweden the guest said she
had just finished watching the video presentation downstairs. Bev said, “I’'m glad you
enjoyed the video.” The woman said “It was more than enjoying. There was something that
deeply touched my heart.” She placed her hands over her heart. She asked “What is it?” Bev
said, “It was the spirits of those pioneers telling you that the story you heard was true!”
Tears came to her eyes and she knew exactly what | was talking about.

Missionary Randy Bunker built a very unique, but efficient, small office at the 3rd level
of the Co-op, at the top of a long flight of stairs. Up to this point, there was no designated
office. The prior directors, Frank and Elaine Rowley, used the Corinne Roring condo across
the street where they were living for their office.

Under the direction of missionary Casey Fox, the men more than doubled the size of the
Bluff Fort woodshop. Jolynn Mason wrote and published a darling book, with illustrations by
Toni Lacy about the topsy-turvy dolls they made in the sewing room.

During our two years of
service, Dale guided the
Bluff missionaries on
several memorable RV
excursions.
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THE BLACK’S 2"° YEAR OF SERVING AT THE BLUFF FORT — 2016
“If you want to know the Lord, go to work for HIM.”

Burnis & Lana Skinner, John & Jean Weiss, Bob & Kristy Coombs, Charley & Karen Weaver, Mike &
Cheryl Deming, Larue & Hugh Kirkham, Betty & Stewart Lewis, Mark & Valerie Nielson, Cathy & Lee
Wright, Kathy & Tharon Judd, Mark & Gayle Berrett, Belva & Ron Poulson, Bev & Dale Black — Miss-
ing in the photo: Bob & Sylvia Healey, Joe & Carol Barton, Bryce & Cathy Redd.

New Attraction under Construction
Dale Black, Bluff Fort Director wrote the following in a Bluff Fort 2016 Newsletter:

The Bluff Fort Church service missionaries are currently engaged in constructing a new
water feature. It will consist of a 13 foot ‘noria’” water wheel which will have 16 buckets and
will draw water out of a simulated river and dump it onto higher ground. The purpose of this
water wheel is to demonstrate one of the methods used by the early San Juan settlers to draw
water from the San Juan River to irrigate their crops. Black Locust, which is the hardest wood
in this country and the most rot-resistant wood, will be used to construct the water wheel.
This lumber was shipped in from Colrain, Massachusetts. A 6,000 gallon concrete tank has
been buried and will be used as the water storage and recirculation tank.

A 3,000 gallon concrete open-top tank is being used to simulate the San Juan River. Wa-
ter flows ‘downstream’ and returns to flow into the water wheel tank and then runs down a
simulated river and (into) the storage tank. The buckets will pick up water as the wheel turns
and dump it into a flume which will then direct the water to an irrigation ditch that will flow
to a small garden.

The water feature will also include a water table which will provide an opportunity for
children to understand the fragile nature of structures along the river such as diversion dams
which can get washed away. There will also be a gold panning area, representing the early
1890’s gold rush along the San Juan River near Bluff.
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While Dale’s main 2016 goal was to complete the water wheel, Cathy Wright wrote & published
the book “Jody’s Journal.” Bev’s goal was to have the missionaries build a chicken coop. The
missionaries made amazing wooden toys, leather phone holsters, leather purses, dolls, aprons,
quilts to name a few.
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2016 Fort Water
Wheel Project

Dale Black spent over a year
coming up with a plan
before implementing it.

First a hole was dug.
Lowering the water tank
into place.

Installing the lid on the
tank of the water wheel.

Water Wheel axle support
was installed.

Photos are from the 2016 missionary
yearbook.
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Cutting pieces in the shop for the
Water Wheel. Black Locust was
used in construction of the water
wheel because of its’ durability.
Itis a hard, strong wood that is
rot resistant.

Assembling pieces for
the first half of the water
wheel next to the Fort
Kitchen.

L =T
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Assembling the water
wheel under the
porch shelter of the
Cowboy Cabin.

Mike Roring
hoisting the
water wheel in
place with a
crane.
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Attaching the water
wheel to the axle.

Placing landscape rocks
into place.

Almost finished!
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Water wheel on a moon-lit night.

Completed Bluff

Fort Waterwheel.
Courtesy of
Erlene Taylor

Pioneers Henry and Sarah
Holyoak tried using a
waterwheel to lift water
out of the San Juan River to
a ditch that flowed to their
crops. Water truly was gold
and the only way the
settlers could survive the
harsh summers in the San
Juan.
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WATERWHEEL DEDICATION

The waterwheel dedication took place April 6, 2018. Graig Taylor began the work and de-
sign for a waterwheel to be constructed at Bluff Fort. Grant Taylor met with the Holyoak family
in Moab to talk with them about plans for the waterwheel. Roberta Knudsen and Joe Holyoak
were the key individuals that helped get a $12,000 donation to help build the waterwheel. A
grant from “Utah Museums” to help with a plan was received and Blake Weighdahl and David
Stroud from Thanksgiving Point came to Bluff to scope out the setting. Their design crew was
going to help design the wheel, but then fell through. LaMar and Grant worked with Dale
Black, Director of the Fort in 2015-16. Dale worked hard on the plan and ultimately was able to
see the project through to completion.

The Holyoak family joined together in the Log Meetinghouse at 1 pm and Grant Taylor
conducted the dedication. Roberta Knudson played the pump organ and the opening hymn
was the “Battle Hymn of the Republic.” After the invocation, a descendant family sang “Come,
Come Ye Saints.” Then David Holyoak spoke about being covenant people, like Henry and Sa-
rah Holyoak. Ron Holyoak dedicated the waterwheel and exhibit. The crowd moved out to the
water wheel and Sarah Ann Wagner age 89, daughter of Albert Holyoak, age 6 months on the
trip, flipped the switch starting the waterwheel. “We Thank Thee O God for a Prophet” was
sung as the closing hymn and a benediction. Pictures were taken and Roberta and her sister

took off their shoes to wade in the stream. There were over 100 people in attendance. By Grant
Taylor

The water wheel is a center attraction when visitors step
out the back door of the Co-op. A soothing Native American
flute plays near the hogan and tepee.

The gold panning stream is a

popular area for children on

the Fort. It is located next to
the water wheel.
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the Shop Expansion

s AN
HM muu;n LY

p Tl

{ / lj‘.“l R l‘,kn I ; {
sl
| l llumwuq
B ‘|

at m\‘m gt
wARi -
.\u\“ |

N e
ri I”l Ilhln\ 1\ t T

From the 2015 Missionary yearbook.
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THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE SERVED AT THE BLUFF FORT 2015 & 2016

Service Missionaries 2015-2016 Blanding Docents 2015 &
2016

Name Year Address Name
Barton, Joe & Carol 2016-17 Monticello, UT Adams, Lynette
Berrett, Mark & Gayle 2016 Howell, UT Begaye, Marie (Bluff)
Bradshaw, Sandra 2015 Gooding, ID Benallie, Robin
Bunker, Ruth & Randy 2015 | Spanish Fork, UT Black, Lewis & Claudia
Combs, Bob & Kristy 2015-16 Nauvoo, IL Black, Naida
Deming, Mike & Cheryl 2016 Mapleton, UT Blake, VerDonne
Fox, Casey & Mary 2015 Napa, ID Byrd, Eva & Stan
Gray, Ron & Evelyn 2015 St. George, UT Christensen, Alyson
Healey, Bob & Sylvia 2014-15 Bluff, UT Flavel, Susan
Judd, Tharon & Kathy 2012 & Orem, UT Franck, Sallie
Lewis, Stewart & Betty 2016 Snowflake, AZ Helquist, LaMar
Mason, Royce & JoLynn | 2014-15 Aurora, UT Kirkham, Hugh & LaRue
McAllister, Brent & Ramona) 4, ¢ St. George, UT | | Ivins, Keith & DeAnn
Miller, Jim & Kayleen 2015 Taylorsville, UT Jack, Don & Shirley
Nelson, Mark & Valerie | 2016-17 Idaho Falls, ID Johnson, Marcia
Orr, Jim & Vicki 2014-15 Morgan, UT Keele, Steve
Paystrup, Roger & Jerrie 2015 Tooele, UT Kirk, Katy
Poulsen, Ron & Belva 2015-16 Ammon, ID Lacy, Toni
Redd, Bryce & Cathy 2016 Blanding, UT Lyman, Austin & Kathleen
Walton, David & Joanne | 2015-17 Orem, UT Lyman, Jed & Candice
Weaver, Charley & Karen| 2016-17 Safford, AZ Lyman, Judy
Weiss, John & Jean 2016 Orem, UT Nielson, Leslie
Wright, Lee & Cathy 2016 St. George, UT Palmer, Mary Helen

Powell, Shirley

Utah Senators Mike Redd Cathy
Lee and Orrin Hatch .

visited the Fort at Seibert, Joanie
different times in Shores, Marcia
2016. Beverly Black &

Mike Lee in photo. Shumway, Gayle

Slavens, Jim & Karen
Stringham, Greg & LaNell
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Lana and Burnis
SKkinner
Bluff Fort Directors
2016-2017

2021 at BluffFort & from the 2017 missionary yearbook.
Burnis Skinner photo.

We visited Bluff Fort in the summer of 2015 and when we came here, | was very touched
by the things that were here. Burnis had always wanted to serve a mission and | wasn't too
excited about it. | thought while we were here and out in the craft center that maybe this
might be a place where | might be happy serving a mission. | quickly forgot about it because we
had obligations with tending to grandchildren and other things, and then all of a sudden,
things just started falling into place.

Our daughter and her husband who were living in North Dakota were transferred to Cache
Valley for their jobs. They could move into our house. The grandchildren we were tending;
their father decided to come back into their life. He was more involved and working to help
take care of them. One day, we said something to Burnis’ sister Valerie Nelson that we were
coming on a mission, and she said, “Mark and | want to go.” They signed up and came with us.
We had the most wonderful experience here. | realized that if you make a decision to serve the
Lord, things are going to fall into place, and it can work out for you.

So, we came to Bluff Fort. We came for eight months. Little did we know that the Hole in
the Rock board of directors had different plans for us, and we stayed another full year. It was
the highlight of our lives to be here.

In 2015, we came down here. | brought my 90-year-old mother here because she’d never
been to southeast Utah. We were looking for things to do while we were here. Susan Flavell is
a friend of my son-in-law's sister. So, we called her, and she said, “Well, you need to go to Bluff
Fort.” We had never heard of Bluff Fort. A tremendous amount of people in Utah have never
heard of it. It is so sad.

So anyway, we came down and decided the Fort is really neat. All these cabins and
everything. It's really fun. We were enjoying it. Lana and my mother were downstairs shopping.
| was upstairs looking at the pictures of the settlers who came here. It was a special feeling that
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New chinking for the cabins.

UPS & FedEx shipments came directly into
the Co-op, interfering with visitors inside.
Therefore, a receiving room was built
adjacent to the woodshop in order to
alleviate the congestion. Later on, it was
converted into the paint room, and the
Cowboy Cabin was converted into the
receiving room. Burnis Skinner photos.

2017 missionaries installing walkways near John Taylor sculpture.
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you can't describe. This is a special place. As we
learn more about the stories from the cabins and
all else that is just done so well. That feeling
became prominent.

We needed to come back here, so we
worked on coming back. We did come back. And
that's the first time that | really recognized the
value of historic sites. To me, this one's different.
Bluff Fort is different. it's not commercialized.
Other places you go, you pay to go see anything
you do. Continually we have patrons come here
and say ‘Are you kidding? We don't have to pay
anything.” You just come here, and you enjoy it
because it's based on history. Those settlers

Elder Neil A Maxwell said “Though
we have rightly applauded our
ancestors for their spiritual
achievements and do not and must
not discount them now. Those of us
who prevail today will have done no
small thing. The special spirits who
have been reserved to live in this
time of challenges and to overcome
will one day be praised for their
stamina by those who pulled
handcarts.”

sacrificed so much to be here, and to stay here. That it has become so spiritual, so sacred and
so special. There's no place like it, there's no historic site like Bluff Fort.” We had the oppor-
tunity to serve in the Toda Haidakaani ministry on Sundays. We as missionaries developed a
great love for many Navajo people and we loved to visit with them. We served out at Toda for

the full 18 months we were here.

It was a dirty, little old building. We had to clean it every Sunday before we could meet.
We put up folding chairs and a white tablecloth on a classroom table. We transformed that

little building into one of the most spiritual places | have ever been on a Sunday. And the few
Navajos that came were stalwarts and such dear people. We grew to love them so much and
there are some Sundays now when I’'m sitting in church and we'll sing a certain song and tears
just start to fall, because | remember singing that song out in Toda. It was just a great blessing.
| was thankful that we were given our last Sunday there, our last Sunday on our mission. They
closed the little Toda, a twig out there. And | was sad. | was glad we were leaving because |
could not have born not to have been able to continue to go out there.

At the Fort, the docents did beautiful work such as the quilts they sew. The craft center
supervisor was La Rue Kirkham.
Two of the docents, Elder and Sis-
ter Stringham left for a mission to
Germany during the year. They
call xux-1879 were greatly missed on Tuesday
mornings. There were 38 docents
who came regularly and four sub-
stitute docents.

The Bluff Fort missionaries
participated in the Founders Day
parade. It included a Grand Mar-
shall, people riding in buggies, a
Boy Scout with the American flag,
and descendants of the various
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Hole in the Rock pioneers
marching in the parade
with banners honoring
their ancestors. There
were also wagons, Navajo
Queens and cowboys on
horses. Many activi-
ties were held at the Fort
on that day. Also, there
was a quilt show. People
went all around the Fort
and enjoyed gold panning,
pulling hand carts and
dressing up as pioneers.
Crafts, quilting and rug

A

making were also demon-
strated during Founders Day.

On Pioneer Day July 24th the missionaries held a pioneer handcart parade on the Fort
grounds. The Bluff Fort missionaries enjoyed a field trip to Hole in the Rock. The first night
they enjoyed a great dinner catered at the dinner theater in Escalante, Utah. They visited
Devil's Garden where they saw amazing rock formations. They stopped at Dance Hall Rock and
tried their square-dancing skills. They were led in the Virginia reel. They needed a little more
practice to be able to miss the landmines left by the cattle. The view from the top of Hole In
The Rock over the lake was grand. The cactus flowers were awesome. It was totally
unbelievable, but beautiful. Everywhere they went, there were always beautiful flowers. They
also traveled to the Hole in the Rock by water. They looked up the Hole from Lake Powell.
Some of them hiked to Uncle Ben's dugway where the pioneers hung a road on the side of the
cliff. They saw Rainbow Bridge and checked out the snow on Navajo mountain. It's all beautiful
reflections from the sun onto the rocks. The lake was incredibly smooth. On other field trips
the missionaries went together to Fry Canyon, Goosenecks, Gouldings at Monument Valley,
Mule Canyon Ruins, Salvation Knoll, Valley of
the Gods. They could then speak with first-
hand knowledge about these areas when
asked by visitors.

Another day missionaries made a field trip
to Bears Ears. They gathered as a group for a
photo op between the Bears Ears. They had
activities with San Juan County school children
including an Easter egg hunt. The children had
fun hunting for easter eggs. Other school field
trips were organized to the Fort, and the Fort
missionaries provided them learning
opportunities. The missionaries participated in

Missionaries compacting the tepee
floor.
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Junior Achievement at Bluff Elementary.

During the summer Friday night at the Fort was
held. The entire Mapleton choir came and sang, all
dressed in tuxedos and black gowns. The Atcitty singers
were a group of Navajos who came and performed.

They heard from the Magpies and &

the Keele family. Randy and Heidi
Powell gave a delightful
performance. They were the son
and daughter-in-law of docents
Ted and Shirley Powell. James
Michael, country singer entertained us with his music and poetry.

The missionaries held family home evenings where they enjoyed
the activities. Charlie and Karen Weaver led the group in an
Jerry Fullmer kept imagination story. They enjoyed fun evenings with the Smiths as they
the skunks out of  taught us how to make pies and bacon. Lucille Hunt taught them
the chickens! how to make Navajo fry bread.

They were busy throughout the year with regular duties such as
firing up the ice cream machine at the start of the tourist season. Some had duties cleaning
the restrooms. They refurbished and added more rock sidewalks. Repairs were made on
the water wheel and the gold panning pumps. a new water hand pump was added near
the panning for gold. Some of the elders, Dennis, Keith, Gary and Jerry really got into
Native American dancing as they compacted the floor for the teepee. They helped in
finishing the tepee floor. Roger Jensen was busy making tic tac toe games since he and
Betty arrived at Bluff Fort. Jerry Fullmer shoveled in the last of the red rock on top of the
bedrock at the chicken coop. The skunk will never be able to get into the chicken coop
again. The game is over, skunk!

Dick Jacobs built the new electronics to show all three Hole in the Rock movies, one
with various languages in both the visitor center upstairs and in the log meeting house.
Jack Powers made the cabinet that raises and lowers the TV in the log meeting house. The
new countertop and cabinet addition were made by Jack Powers and his son.

In the craft room a scrappy quilt was sewn by the sister missionaries for the directors’
Burnis and Lana Skinner. It was
machine quilted by LaRue.
During the winter the
missionaries enjoyed quilting
together. And everyone enjoyed
watching Marie Begay weave her
rugs. There were many
homemade items from the craft
center that adorned the gift
shop.

800 cookies baked for the Utah Symphony concert. The Utah Symphony

The Utah Symphony came to Bluff
at Camp Stickie.
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performed at Camp Stickie near Bluff, Utah on August 31st. The missionaries were able to
participate. 800 cookies and brownies were baked and ready to be sold at the Utah
Symphony concert. Speaking of cookies, the new cookie and brownie display case and
cabinet was made by Gary Smithson. The bakers loved it. Verdonne Blake gave a lesson to
the missionaries on how to make English toffee. Even some of the guys came to the class.
Gary Smithson and Dean Gunther made a batch. The Smithsons arrived in February with
fresh lemons, grapefruit, and oranges, too. The Fort bakers juiced and zested enough lem-
ons for an entire season of zucchini cookies! The missionaries and the town benefited.

The Bluff missionaries participated in Kris Poff's baptism. The Bluff Branch kitchen has
a baptismal font underneath the floor. Burniss Skinner performed the baptism and Mark
Nelson performed the confirmation according to what Kris wanted. The following is the
interesting story of her conversion as told by Lana Skinner.

Lana Skinner related the story of Kris’ conversion. She said Mark and Valery Nelson
were living at Coral Sands RV Park and they met Jim and Kris Poff. She was from Texas. They
became friends with them. Valery said “You should come to Bluff Fort and come into the
craft center and see what we do there.” And so one day, Kris came. She stayed and she kept
coming every day. She made rugs. She made some round rugs for us to sell in the visitor
center. She’d been coming there for a couple of weeks when one day, she said, “Are you
girls all Mormons?” And we
said, “Yes, we are.” She said
“Well, I've been to this
church, and that church, and
everybody else's church, and
| thought that if | ever joined
a church, it would be the
Jehovah's Witnesses or the
Mormons.” It just so
happened that the young
full-time elders were on the
fort that day. Someone ran
out and got them and they
came in and they talked to
her. She started taking the
missionary lessons at the
Nelson's trailer. About two
months later, her husband's Kris Poff (middle) was baptized at the Bluff Branch
job transferred them back to by Burnis Skinner.

Texas. We were just sick be-
cause she was doing so well with her discussions.

One day she called and she said, “I drove around one day. | saw a church and | went
there and there were two sister missionaries, and | am now taking the lessons.” A couple
months later, she called and she said, “I’'m getting baptized and I’'m coming back to Bluff.”
She says, “l want Burnis to baptize me and | want Mark to pray over me.” She didn't know it
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was called confirmation. She just said, “Pray over me.”

She and Jim came back to Bluff, and she was baptized in the little Bluff chapel. A few
weeks after that, they went back to Texas. She called one day and exclaimed “I have to speak in
Sacrament meeting. Can you help me with the talk?” So, we gave her some ideas for the topic
that she was given.

And a few weeks after that, it was “Can you guys help me? They want me to do a
presentation in Relief Society about Bluff Fort.” So, we sent her videos and information, and
different things that she could use for her Relief Society thing. And it wasn't long after that,
that she called and said “I'm being called as a counselor in the Relief Society.” And at that time,
| never thought | would serve a proselyting mission. But we did, we baptized her. It wasn't just
the sister missionaries. It was the spirit of Bluff Fort. And it was the message that was here.
And the spirit that Kris felt here. She was a heavy smoker, and every week we got a report. “I'm
seven days without a cigarette.” “I'm 18 days without a cigarette.” She felt that spirit here and
it touched her life, and it has changed her life forever. That is an experience from here that |
will always treasure, that we were able to bring some one as sweet as her into the Gospel. It is
such an amazing experience to be here, Lana concluded.

Another thing that really makes this place special is the board of directors. They are all
descendants of those folks who came here. The settlers who came here. Burnis Skinner stated
that from his viewpoint as a director, “Their support is absolutely unbelievable.” He said: “It
wasn't long after | was a director, | noticed we received a lot of shipments coming directly into
the visitor center while people were in there, looking around, and here comes a UPS and FedEx
shipment with loaded carts being pushed in there. It was hard to get in and out.” At one of the
board meetings, | said,” We need to have a receiving area.” | said, “We could build it out here
by the shop.” They okayed it and we built it. So, everything we wanted to do, they supported
100 percent. We had the opportunity to build that receiving room. It's still enjoyed. We have to
work at the fort to do those kinds of things that make it appealing for people to come and en-
joy it. What a blessing. What a privilege.

Senior missionaries who served at Bluff Fort in 2017 included Ken and Gloria Decker, Jerry
and Anne Fullmer, Dean and Deana Gunther, Mark and Valerie Nelson, Burnis and Lana
Skinner, Gary and Kathleen Smithson, Charlie and Karen Weaver, Keith and Lois Ann White,
Dan Seegmiller, Roger and Betty Jensen, David and Joanne Walton. Docents who served
included: LaRue Kirkham craft center supervisor, Hugh Kirkham full time docent, Brent and
Susan Flavell, Leslie Nielsen, Vicki and Tony Lacey, Johnny Seibert, Shirley Jack, Patsy Shumway,
Lynette and Adams, Greg and Lanell Stringham, Joe and Carol Barton, Ted and Shirley Powell,
Marion Nielsen, Kathleen Lyman, Dianne Ivans, Marsha Johnson Robinson, Mary Helen Palmer,
Beverly black, Jared and Candace Lyman, for Don Blake, Stan and Eva Byrd, Karen Karchner,
Austin Lyman, Sally Shumway, Marsha shores, Steve Keele, Karen and Jim Slavens, Hardy and
Sunny Redd,. Substitute docents were Katy Kirk, Robin Benali, Claudia Black, and Judy Lyman.
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The Hole in the Rock Foundation Board of Directors in 2017

HIRF Board of Directors

Grant Taylor Stuart Matheson

Donna Jensen Jed Lyman
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2017 Bluff Fort Church Service Missionaries- Dennis & Melody Ivie, Charley &
Karen Weaver, Mark & Valerie Nelson, Burnis & Lana Skinner, Hugh & LaRue
Kirkham, Jerry & Ann Fullmer, Ken & Lois White, Ken & Gloria Decker, Dean &

Deana Gunther, Gary & Kathleen Smithson. Photos taken from 2017 Bluff Fort Missionary
Yearbook.

Dan Seegmiller arrived July 14th. Roger & Betty Jensen came David & Joanne Walton

September 1st. served from home as
webmaster and Trip
Advisor monitor while also
serving as leaders in the
Summerfield Manor
Retirement Center Branch
at home.
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Senior Service Missionaries Winter 2016 to Summer 2017

Winter 2016

Burnis & Lana Skinner, Directors Mendon, Utah, Joe & Carol Barton Monticello, Utah, Jerry &
Ann Fullmer Taylorsville, Utah, Tharon & Kathy Judd Orem, Utah, Mark & Valerie Nelson Idaho
Falls, Idaho, Bryce & Cathy Redd Blanding, Utah, Charlie & Karen Weaver Safford, Arizona,
John & Karen Weiss Orem, Utah, Keith & Lois Ann White St. George, Utah.

Summer 2017

Burnis & Lana Skinner, Directors Mendon, Utah, Ken & Gloria Decker Cortez, Colorado, Jerry &
Ann Fullmer Taylorsville, Utah, Dean & Deanna Gunther American Fork, Utah, Dennis &
Melody Ivie Farmington, New Mexico, Mark & Valerie Nelson Idaho Falls, Idaho, Gary & Kath-
leen Smithson Mesa, Arizona, Dan Seegmiller Pleasant Grove, Utah, Charley & Karen Weaver
Safford, Arizona, Keith & Lois White St. George, Utah.
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Bluff Fort Directors
Vicki and Jim Orr
2017 to 2019

“I was privileged to have
several conversations with
Corinne Roring, founder of

the Fort. She talked often

of the miracles that
happen at Bluff Fort.“
Jim Orr

Corinne Roring photo. Ron Bateman photo.

Kumen Jones Home Ruins in 1997 & after restoration. It was completed under
the direction of Jim Orr. Missionary Roger Jensen designed, drew the plans, and
led the finished project of the partial roof building.

2018 Construction
of the bowery was by
Alan Pace, master
electrician who just
happened to be
called as a

missionary when this

project came along.
2018 Missionary memory book
photos.
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We served at Bluff
Fort for two eight
months sessions.
And then we had a
year away. Then we
were called back as
the directors from
2017 to 2019. New pavilion built in 2018.

| was privileged to
have several conversations with Corinne Roring, founder
of the Fort. She talked often of the miracles that happen at Bluff Fort. She was absolutely
convinced the Lord’s hand was involved in the work that we do at the Fort. | totally agree
with her observations. When the Fort needs certain skills, the Lord inspires those members
to come and contribute.

Each year we build on the inspired leadership of past directors and their team as the Fort
gets ever more relevant to the story we tell to
our guests. As this years’ group of missionaries
came into Bluff Fort for the first time, everyone
came to an unofficial get-together at Twin
Rocks. | remarked to Vicki that this was going to
be a good group who will have a positive
experience. They did not disappoint me with
their willingness to serve.

When | first interviewed the missionaries
who were coming, | said because of all of the
Farm Equipment display donated by construction had been done here, really, it's

local resident Melvin Gaines. pretty much going to be maintenance that
you're going to have to do here.

There are a few little things that we did;
some were outside and some we did inside the
Co-op. We built the bowery. The missionaries
under our watch took care of all of the audio
visual, all of the electrical and the misters in the
bowery. We completed the Kumen Jones home.
We had some things that needed to be done
with electrical as well as the stained glass work
on our watch. There was a big rock out in the
northwest corner. The plaque on it talked about

Restored Kumen Jones Home.
Lamont Crabtree Photo

Farm implements used by the Kumen Jones home. | felt like we should
the settlers o.f Bluff move that rock. We replaced it with a wagon
Hand tools; slip or scoop & Fresno because our visitors go around the block and

scrapers; walking plows; walkin
cultivators; sulky plows & hay rakes;
Jackson Forks. Ron Bateman photos.

181



pass it there. It made it look more like a frontier
fort and maybe more enticing to come in and see
what's here. So we did that.

In addition to that, we had a chicken coop and
they had a lot of chickens previous to our becom-
ing directors. | was concerned that when we put
on plays in the bowery, we'd have a lot of chicken
odor. We repurposed that into a storage shed and
moved it over convenient to the bowery; so we
put equipment in there. Now we were able to take ¥
all of the chairs from upstairs and store them,

In the corner, by the blacksmith shop, we were
fortunate enough to get some used farming equip-
ment, mostly donated from a local named Melvin
Gaines. We put up a display for our visitors coming through. They often have very little idea of
what the pioneers went through to set up the irrigation necessary to farm. A lot of visitors are
city slickers and a lot of them are foreigners. And so, we set up the display.

In addition to that, in talking to Grant Taylor, we decided to create a display of what it
really looked like when the pioneers first came here, an encampment. We call it an
encampment. Some pioneer families lived out of their wagons, for almost two years. They
used the wagon as a shed and they slept in the wagon also. We completed that.

Another item that was during our watch was changing the flow of the water in the gold
mining area which is a very popular area. We made it look like the water is coming out of the
rock.

The Navajo hogan always
looked like a dirt pile. We
had all kinds of trouble be-
cause of the erosion on the
hogan. We were able to
make some improvements
there. We took all of the
dirt off. We put chicken
wire over it, then we put
masonry over, then we put
coloring on top of that and
it's worked really well. We
tried a few different things;
first with re-mudding and
covering with clay. We add-
ed all kinds of things such
as plastic in it and then it

Navajo Hogan at Bluff Fort
was remodeled.
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“The Encampment.” The Holyoak Family lived in their
wagon for three years at the Fort. Ron Bateman photos.
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finally worked. So, this version has worn very well. We longer
have to continually re-mud the stuccoed Hogan.

In a process of interviewing the missionaries that were
coming here we found one of those individuals was a candy
maker and we didn't have any candy at that time that we were
selling. We encouraged him to bring all of his supplies, which he
did and so we started selling candy, including very, very good
caramel. We had some toffee and some peanut brittle, but we
didn't have any caramels. So that was very successful.

In addition, | encouraged all of the missionaries to think crea-
tively because we had this great woodshop that previous direc-
tors had built, but it wasn't being utilized very well. We encour-
aged them to think creatively and make things out of wood. In
that process, they were incentivized. We had about 37 different
products that
came into the
store that were
brand new. Not
only the
woodshop, but some from the craft center
from the ladies, making things like Cozys and
a few other things. Most of them were very
successful in selling.

We found out one of the missionaries,
Jerry Allred was a nationally-known wood
carver. | asked him “Can you build a diorama
that shows San Juan Hill and all the horses it
talks about in the movies?” He said, “Oh
sure.” The project took him about nine
months. In his first go-around of it, all the
horses were on a level path. | said Jerry,
“That's not going to work. They're going up the hill.” So he started over, bless his heart. The
final solution you can find in the co-op.

Jerry Allred carved, every little piece, every rock. He carved as he put the horses together.
He glued blocks of wood together and he carved them all, every little piece that you see, in the
diorama. It is all hand carved. It was very successful. And we were really happy about that.

We had some wonderful missionaries. And we really got along well together. It was a
pleasure to have been here and to serve.

We served eight seasons, which is the longest of anybody. So, we got a lot of missionaries
over time. Sometimes we got along really great. you could tell if the missionaries were going to
mesh together or not by the way that they acted around each other. When we first came to
serve, everybody went out to dinner. And so numerous times that group all went out to dinner.

Ruben Garnica created
the stained glass win-
dows in the Kumen Jones

home. 2018 Missionary memory
book photo.

Missionary Jerry Allred took nine months
to carve this diorama of horses & wagons
struggling up San Juan Hill. Ron Bateman photo.
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Around the Fort Around the Fort

We put the 80
year-olds on
top (Ruben
and Floyd) so
if they fall
of f we'll lose
fewer produc-
tive years!

Perfecting the art of...

purpose
handcarts

...mud pie making.

2018 Docent & former Fort director Beverly Vowell
Black said “I cannot deny it- Bluff Fort blood runs
through my veins. For the past two summers | have
been coming to Bluff (with my girlfriends) most
Wednesday mornings to work in the craft center.
No, | don’t sew bonnets or aprons or make rag rugs
or topsy-turvy dolls. | quilt. If there’s ever a time
that | wonder ‘Why do you think you need to go to
Bluff this week?’ My thoughts quickly turn to my
19 year old Great Grandmother Sarah Williams
Perkins and how she was willing to climb up on the
seat of a covered wagon, take the reins of a horse
(something she had never done before) and drive
that wagon from Cedar City to Bluff, Utah in 1879
(a trip that took six months to complete). Coming
to the Bluff Fort to work a few hours each week is
a small sacrifice for me to make!”

Beverly Black’s Rules of Quilting are: 1. Don’t
Photos & quote are taken from 2018 Bluff Fort bleed on the quilt. 2. Its not a mistake. It’s a crea-

service missionary yearbook. tive opportunity. 3. There are no quilt police.
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Modern History of Bluff Fort

As you're the director, you're not one of the group. We were one of the group because we
served twice before. But when you're the director you’re kind of put aside. You're not always
included and sometimes you don't want to be always included because those missionaries
need to interact with each other. You make friends for life. When we had just served here we
went on a trip to Alaska with five other missionary couples. We drove the Alcan highway and
those are our forever friends. We talk to them on the phone. It's not like we've forgotten
what it's like to be here.

Now (2021) we live in Blanding and we volunteer as substitute docents. And Vicki comes
to the craft center just to be around the ladies for the camaraderie. You can just feel it has a
special spirit. You just feel it here.

As directors, we served just like our regular missionaries. We took turns in the co-op. We
worked on Sundays. On Sundays, it was really special to meet visitors that hadn't ever met
church members and didn't know what we were about. They thought we wore funny clothes
and they thought we looked different. When they found out we were just like they were, |
think that would be an opening for missionaries in their country to visit with them.

We always tried to watch the movie with our visitors. Now that we have so many visitors,
you can't really stay in the visitor center with your visitors. you would just feel that they
understood what happened and they would see the hardships of the pioneers. A lot of times
I’d be crying and they'd be crying. You could feel their spirit and you could feel that they felt
something special.

We had a lot of French people come. They'd come by the bus load. We made some good
friends with the French. They were very receptive and open and enjoyed themselves very
much. Before Covid came, we put them in cowboy clothes and took good pictures, and it was
a great hit, you know? So, good things happened.

Vicki Orr reminisced that her favorite experiences were with foreign visitors dressing up in
the Craft Center. When they put on our pioneer clothes they love how they look in a bonnet
or bandana. It gives them the feel for how pioneers dressed and felt in 1880.

Many mothers remind their daughters that they are dressed just like Laura Ingalls of “Little
House on the Prairie." They giggle and twirl in their pioneer dresses. There is a special
twinkle in our visitor’s eyes as they sit out in the wagons or walk around the Fort taking
pictures in the pioneer clothes.

One foreign visitor tried on several dresses until she found one that would suit her. Then
she walked around to all of the cabins and had her husband take pictures in different
settings. She returned to the craft center hot but happy, saying how wonderful it was to be at

the Fort. (Editors note: the preceding narrative was taken from an interview with the Orrs by Grant Taylor and Lane
Palmer on May 12, 2021)

Church Service Missionaries 2018

Jim and Vicki Orr, Doug and Chris Allen, Dan Seegmiller, Jack and Cathy Baxter, Ken and Gloria
Decker, Rex and Patty Edwards, Wayne and Cindy Embleton, Ruben and Kathy Garnica, Roger
and Betty Jensen, Lannie and Dalinda Jolley, Bill and Jeanne Kille, Floyd and Ann Ledford, Alan
and Frances Pace, Bruce and Sherrie Ann Slack, David and Joanne Walton.
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2018 Docents

Beverly Vowell Black, Claudia and Lewis Black, Marie Begaye (handmade Navajo rugmaker),
Stan and Eva Byrd, Isaac (lke) and LouNell Chamberlain, Gianfranco and Trudy DeAngelis,
Colleen Eldredge, Brent and Susan Flavel, Keith and DeAnn lvins, Karen Kartchner (a vital
peanut brittle maker for many years), Hugh and LaRue Kirkham, Mike and Toni Lacy, Jed and
Candice Lyman, Mary Helen Palmer (made 50 rugs on the Union loom), Joanie Seibert (was
three years in charge of beautifying the grounds and flowers), and flower helper Dee Street.

Summer 2019 Church Service Missionaries

Jim & Vicki Orr (Directors) Blanding, Utah, Jerry & Paula Allred, Tremonton, Utah; Carl &
Julene Ball, Hamer, Idaho; Timothy & Gail Black, Eagle Mountain, Utah; Ken & Judy Coffman,
Klamath Falls, Oregon; Wayne & Cindy Embleton Bluebell, Utah; Kelly & Karla Jensen, Alamo,
Nevada; Loen & Cherie Jones, Riverton, Utah; Glen & Sherrie Kelsch, St. George, Utah; Craig &
Sue King, Nampa, Idaho; Alan & Marla Martindale, Mesa, Arizona; Marc & Jinell Willardson,
Koosharem, Utah.

Around the Fort

Director Vicki Orr
reminisced that her
favorite experiences
were with foreign
visitors dressing up
in the craft center.
“When they put on
our pioneer clothes
they loved how they
looked in a bonnet
or bandana. It gave
them the feel for
how pioneers
dressed and felt in
1880.”

TO GET PIONEER

S | DRESS UP CLOTHES

Largest group of visitors on the FOR PHOTOS- PLEASE
wagon that we can remember! GO TO THE CRAFT

ICENTER
e

Photo from the 2018 missionary memory book.
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Remodel of the Water Wheel in 2019 by Alan Martindale

In 2019, we were having erosion issues associated with water leaking from the water dump
box and the flume. |, Alan Martindale ordered EPDM sheet rubber similar to what is used for

roof waterproofing and installed it inside the wooden structures where it couldn't be seen but
would control water leakage.

We were also having problems with the original buckets leaking. | used EPDM rubber to
make bands with the hope that the stretchy tension would make it less leaky. The bucket inte-
rior was also coated with Flex Seal, a liquid rubber sealant coating. A noble try, but this didn't
reduce the leakage enough! Probably the way it was operated where buckets were always go-
ing through wet and dry cycles contributed to the problem.

As a trial, | duplicated the design of the original bucket using Trex decking material as a re-
placement for the original wood. | used strips of the EPDM rubber to hold it together and look
like the original metal bands. | glued the buckets together using clear flexible sealant. The trial
bucket worked very well so after a few weeks | made replacements for all the buckets and one

spare. Also at this time, | installed PVC pipe bushings on the wooden dowels that supported
the buckets as the rotation was eating them up.

bucket using rubber buckets ready to install.
rubber. bands

Testing the new Trex deck Att:hchmgtthe bllllckle_ts to ?lantanfdt ll:llal:"la tMar:mda;:e 1;1
material bucket running e water wheel in ront of the Fort waterwheel.

next to old wooden bucket. 2016. Dale Black photo.
Alan Martindale photos.
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Q Welcome to the Bluff Fort Historic Site Terrain unfit for a bird to fly over — The conclusion of the ploneer scouts

In April 1880, 260 pioneers arrived here, concluding a six-month journey of
unparalieled difficulty. We invite you to enjoy a self-guided tour. Push the
buftons on the cabin entrances to learn more of their remarkable challenges.

(0 e et B

Narrative and storyboard photo courtesy of Lamont Crabtree.

Lamont Crabtree derived the storyboard sign for the Fort in 2019
from three large interpretive signs he created for the U.S. National
Park Service. They were to be installed at the bottom and at the top of
the Hole-in-the-Rock crevice. After four years and fabrication of two of
the signs at the Hole in the Rock Foundation’s expense, the U.S.
National Park Service killed the project and planned to place a very
small sign with only the map on it at the top of the crevice.

The graphic storyboards were located in two places at Bluff Fort. One
hung inside the Co-op on the north wall of the store, across from the
talking wall. The second storyboard was outside on the east fence of
the building, Kkitty-corner from the restrooms and on the path leading
to the kitchen and the rest of the Fort. In February 2024, a rigid,
six-foot-wide version of the sign outside the Co-op replaced the
original 2019 Fort’s vinyl version.

The service missionaries and docents effectively utilized the boards
constantly to explain the arduous journey of the Hole in the Rock
pioneers.
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Modern History of Bluff Fort

2019 Service Missionaries

New, or continuing, in November, 2018

Because of their skills and testimony, this ing group of mi set the
tenor and focus for the new missionaries who arrived in March.

; © | Taken from 2019 Bluff Fort service missionary
‘ yearbook.
SUMMER 2019
M &vwixﬁbaa (DIRECTORS)
JERRY & PAULA ALLREC

| BLANDING, UT
| TREMONTON, UT

|

Ruben Garnica designed and
installed new canvas tops for the Fort
wagons. 2018 Missionary memory book photo.
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2018 Bluff Fort senior missionaries - Front Patty Edwards, Ruben & Kathy Garnica, Dalinda
& Lannie Jolley, Gloria & Ken Decker with Chris Allen in front, Colleen Eldredge, Bruce &

Sherry Slack, Alan & Frances Pace. Back -Rex Edwards, Cindy and Wayne Embleton, Floyd &
Ann Ledford, Jack & Cathy Baxter, Bill & Jeanine Kille. Photo courtesy of Cindy Embleton.

Y. -

2019 Bluff Fort senior missionaries - Front: Carl & Julene Ball, Leon & Cherie Jones, Suezan &
Merlin Morgan. Next: Craig & Sue King, Alan & Marla Martindale, Glen & Sheri Kelsch. Next: Tim
& Gail Black, Wayne & Cindy Embleton, Jim & Vicki Orr, . Back: Marc & JiNell Willardson, Kelly
& Karla Jensen, Jerry & Paula Allred. Photo courtesy of Cindy Embleton.



Modern History of Bluff Fort

Wayne and Cindy Embleton
Bluff Fort Directors
2019 to 2021

Wayne and Cindy Embleton Fort Directors Report (from a recorded interview May 12, 2021)

We're Wayne and Cindy Embleton. We're from the metropolis of Bluebell, Utah.

We read the book “The Undaunted.” That changed our life. We went on a vacation to Arizona.
And we wanted to see the area we were reading about. We went to see the Hole in the Rock
from the Escalante side and enjoyed our visit. We later drove through the town of Bluff, Utah
on our way to Arizona in October of 2017. We did not know the Fort existed! What a spirit we
felt! We learned we could serve as missionaries there. We filled out the paperwork, bought a
used 5" wheel trailer and began our mission at Bluff Fort on February 15, 2018.

We weren't expecting to be there long. We signed up for eight months. In 2021, we were
still there and loved every bit of it. It was a terrific place and time to be serving our first
“Senior Mission.”

We lived in a trailer at Coral Sands RV Park for two years. And then we were asked to be
directors. So, we moved to an apartment right by the Fort. We've had some really good times.
We appreciated, loved and respected those we worked with. The spirit of the pioneers was
palpable there. We would encourage couples & singles to seriously consider this mission
where they would be able to feel of the special spirit which exists there.

Our time here, especially as directors was marked by Covid. We weren't expecting that. Of
course, nobody was expecting that, and that was rough on us. It was rough on all the
missionaries. It was emotional because we were confused. We didn't know exactly how to
handle it. What were we to do when we were asked by our mission coordinator to send some
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people home?

That was tough. We had a leadership team. We
prayed, we fasted and we got together. We decided
we weren't going to pray about who's to leave. We
decided we were praying about who's staying. That
became the focus of our fasting and prayers. When
we met again to make that list, some of our
leadership team said “We haven't had enough time.
We haven't had an answer yet.” So, we postponed it
longer.

We got back together again, discussed our
options, and discussed the different missionaries.
We had a very spiritual experience in the bowery
(pavilion), where we asked the missionaries to meet
with us to discuss all this. The bowery is where the
ones that were going home, learned that they were

going home.
Some of them had just gotten there two weeks
Wayne & Cindy Embleton, before. We talked to our mission coordinator and
Fort Directors. said “Elder, this is not right? Some of these just got

here, two weeks ago.” He said the same thing was
happening in Nauvoo, lllinois at that visitors’ center. It was a hard thing.

We reflect on that experience; we both have some emotions because we tried to do
things right and by the spirit. Those that were in attendance at the meeting had a good
experience even though some of them were asked to go home. There were some that did
not attend the meeting and didn't get to feel that spirit when they were told later. And it
didn't go as well. Most of those missionaries were able to come back and serve. Some
because of circumstances in life were unable to return.

The visitors’ center was closed for just a little over a year. It was amazing. There was a
time when we were absolutely totally closed for about two or three months. When Covid
first started, everybody was confused. We were 5
under strict social distancing. So, the whole fort
was closed. We had gates closed. We had closed
signs on everything. During part of that time peo-
ple were allowed to come in. We did have our
kitchen open.

We brought the ice cream out to the visitors
because they couldn’t come in the co-op to get
the ice cream and cookies. We also showed the
movie outside. Our cookie bakers started cooking
and the ice cream machine started roaring again.
We started selling while keeping six feet apart.

Some asked “Why do you have this big

The visitors’ center was closed for a
little over a year. cindy Embleton photos.
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Our cookie bakers started cooking!
barricade in front of us?” And we explained it was to keep us safe. We
sold out of the kitchen. We told the pioneer story and we placed some-
body outside so they could help tell the story. In that way, we wel- ’ RGN
comed the guests in. We kept our masks on, and it was starting to feel
good again. We opened the visitors’ center again in April 2021. People just kept coming; they
just kept coming.

After about two or three months, we checked the donation boxes. We hadn’t had visitors,
but we thought to check them anyway. We discovered that people had been coming into the
fort to look around even though our cabins were closed. We had about $300 in donations,
from people sneaking into the fort and looking around. We were amazed at the generosity of
whomever they were.

Let us tell a couple of experiences that we had with guests at the Fort. A German couple
came in with their small daughter, probably about six years old. The mom and dad spoke
English. The little girl did not. I, Wayne happened to be in the visitors’ center that day, and |
was wearing a cowboy hat. | had my hat and my “Giddy up,” we call it. She kept looking at
me and | started teasing her. We have free rocks we gave. I'd
get on my knees, and | would play with her a little bit. We
were having a great time and the parents loved it. They went
out back outside and did some things out there. We showed
them the gold panning. We had a really good time, and they
thanked us.

The next day | wasn’t dressed in my cowboy clothes. | was
in my work clothes to do work in the yard. So, | looked a little |
bit different. Well, they returned. And the parents came to
me and said, “Our daughter couldn't stop talking about how
much fun she had last night, and she wanted to give you a
gift.” This little girl wanted to give us a gift. | looked different |
and she didn't recognize me, and she clung to her dad's neck
because she was bashful and afraid. And finally, | started
teasing her again. Like | did the day before and she started ,
opening up a little bit again. She had picked up a rock. It was  p “Giddy ups” & masks.
long and skinny; it was just a black rock. It looked like a

Cindy Embleton photos.
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plastic horse, kind of like a unicorn that she could paint herself. She painted it the night before,
and she gave me her plastic horse. She had so much fun. It still touches my heart to have inter-
acted with the little girl and her parents from Germany. I’ll remember that for the rest of my
life. I still have the rock.

Another experience involved a couple from the southeast part of the United States. They
came in and watched our video. When the video was over, | came in to answer any questions
they might have. The man had tears, just streaming and no noise, just tears. | asked him if he
was okay. He said, “Yeah, I'm okay but | don't deserve to walk on the same ground, they
walked on.” | smiled and said, “Look, | know what you’re experiencing right now. This is the
time when you need to go out back and experience more of it. You go out there and you walk
on the ground the pioneers walked on and you look at the things and you listen to those
histories. | know what you're feeling and now's a great time for you to continue that.”

He was very moved by that video and the pressures and the trials these pioneers had. He
and his wife ended up spending hours here and then he talked to me as they were leaving and
we had a great talk about the history of the pioneers. It was wonderful and that touched my
heart, also.

Cindy related her favorite story which happened in the Log Meetinghouse. It was a Sunday
which was one of the best times to be at the fort. The feeling is much different. It's peaceful.
It's just relaxing and peaceful. There was a couple from Holland. They came in and watched
the movie. He did not speak much English at all. Her English was very good. She talked and she
would translate for him. She asked us, “What is this feeling?” And we said, “Oh, that's the
spirit of the pioneers. They're touching your heart.” We were able to have a short discussion.
They left after feeling that peace. They took
that with them. They will never forget it.

In October of 2020, we had a cleanup
project at the Bluff Cemetery. We used fire
and it got out of hand; we lost control. One of
our missionaries was severely burned and
had to be life flighted out. He spent 30 days
in the University of Utah burn center in ICU.
He had to wear a =] g
body suit for a year. | Uiy T
We were all blam-
ing ourselves. He
found out about
that. His name is
Paul Tippets. He

Missionaries Paul & Eva Tippets. Paul was
severely burned during a cemetery cleanup ¢, 4 ot that we
and spent 30 days in the U of U burn center.

were all blaming
ourselves. He ended up writing us letters from the hospital. Telling
us to knock it off. He was so good. He was the one that got burned
badly and he's writing us letters trying to make us feel better about
ourselves. He returned with his wife to Bluff Fort nine months later .
finish his mission. H h hal f oai | £ sufferi property was damaged in
to finish his mission. He went through a lot of pain, a lot of suffering 1} . Cindy Embleton
but he never blamed anybody. photos.

Some Bluff homeowners’

194



Modern History of Bluff Fort

2020 service missionaries
installed an 1880’s style
fence along the south bor-
der of Bluff Fort. They
stained the Co-op building
trim. Jerry Allred
completed his amazing
diorama of San Juan Hill. It
was covered with a
protective glass case,
shown below.
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Covid outside devotionals and programs.

Covid-made aprons. Cindy Embleton photos. Service project at the church.
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That was a hard time for us. There was damage to some landowners’ properties, some of
their sprinkler systems were destroyed and some of their plants. We fought the fire hard. The
volunteer fire department came and put it out, but we were all involved. We appreciated
everybody that was helping us.

The townspeople of Bluff, the homeowners whose property was damaged, and the town
council got on us a little bit. They did it with respect and dignity. We were very pleased with
the people of this town. We took the criticism because we deserved it, but they did it in a very
dignified manner. We worked with the landowners to restore their land and put in their
irrigation systems again. At Christmas time, they brought us gifts. We developed a good
relationship with them, and they were very pleased with the reaction they've gotten from us.
They were happy we followed through on helping restore their damaged property.

We had a missionary named Mitchell Smith from Mesa, Arizona. He was here for a year and
a half. He was a single brother. He had a great sense of humor. He kept things lively. We loved
him. He went in for quadruple bypass surgery. We said our goodbyes. He was planning on
coming back. He didn't make it back. He passed away a week or two after the surgery. His body
just couldn't take that surgery and we weren't expecting that. We were expecting him to
recuperate for a while with his family and come back. He didn't make it. His family later came
and picked up his belongings. They were a happy crew. They knew where their dad is now. We
had a dinner with them and we helped them pack up. It was a shock to us, too. We lost
Mitchell and we weren't expecting that. It wasn't supposed to happen.

In May of 2021 the Fort was open. We were selling more
than we ever sold before. We had more people than ever.
Spring came and the purple robe flowers were out and the
days were beautiful.

We have made lifelong friends with the missionaries and
the other volunteers we've served
with. They are hard workers and kind.
We have had a lot of fun. There are
wonderful people that we met over

Missionary Mitchell Smith passed the last three and a half years that
away while serving. we've been here.

Senior Service Missionaries Who Served

Winter 2019 -Wayne and Cindy Embleton, Jerry and Paula Allred, Sid
and Jana Ashcraft, Timothy & Gail O. Black, Eric & Alison Dastrup, Jim and
Ladawn Jacob, Kelly & Karla Jensen, Glen & Sherrie Kelsch, Kay and Lorie
Ann Miller, Mitchell Smith, Paul & Eva Tippetts.

Summer 2020- Wayne and Cindy Embleton, Carl and Julene Ball, Timo-
thy & Gail O. Black, Eric and Allison Dastrup, Al & Jeri Drummond, Merle &
Lorna Guffey, Glen & Sherrie Kelsch, Rex & Anne Marie Kemp, Bryce &
Maxine Larsen, Dean & Dixie Phillips, Dan Seegmiller, Mitchell Smith, Gary
A. & Susan V. Smith, Paul & Eva E. Tippets. Doug & Lauri Powell, Bruce &  jedicated to the memory
Lorrie Riches, Barry & Bonnie Riggs, Chester & Linda Seivert, Mitchell of Mitchell Smith. Cindy
Smith, Brad & Tammy Spencer, Bill & Tricia Spere, Paul & Eva Tippetts. Embleton photos.

A chair in the arbor is
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Winter 2020 Bluff Fort Historic Site senior service missionaries. Front: Kelly & Karla
Jensen, Paula Allred, Gail Black, Cindy Embleton, Eva Tippetts, LaDawn Jacob, Allison
Dastrup, Lori Ann Miller, Jana Ashcraft, Sheri Kelsch. Back: Jerry Allred, Mitchell
Smith, Tim Black, Wayne Embleton, Paul Tippetts, Jim Jacob, Eric Dastrup, Kay Miller,
Sid Ashcraft, Glen Kelsch.

Masked
missionaries,
more
outdoor

devotionals
with safe
distancing,
and a
masked BBQ.
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Preparation for new lawn & sprinkler
lines near the garden.

Cindy
Embleton
photos.

BLUFF FORT 2020 C(ovid) in missionary mask formation!!
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October 2021

Dear Missionaries of the 2020-2021 Winter and Summer Sessions,

Cindy and | express our feelings of love, awe, and respect for each and
every one of you. You are all choice followers of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Your efforts, abilities, service, endurance and spirit have been an
inspiration to us.

As volunteers/missionaries we arrived at different times during the
summer session. Quite often a new couple would join our group every month.
We were gladdened with this as we started the session with a low count of
missionaries. The training was a bit discombobulated. You handled it well and
continued on. We thank you for your patience. We thank you for taking your
assignments to heart and fulfilling them. We thank you for seen and unseen acts
of service. We thank you for your kindness, humor, humility, spirit and
testimony.

Wow, this group has accomplished a lot! We have sewed, quilted,
stitched, constructed, painted, created, gardened, mowed, weed, cooked, and
changed many operations of the fort for the better! You have worked tirelessly,
with enthusiasm, and a determination to do your part and more.

We have also given and received blessings to and from each other. We
have been through a bit of the COVID situations which you handled with
patience and kindness.

You are “UNDAUNTED”! We want you to know that you mean a lot to us.
We appreciate the examples you set and the goodness of you hearts. May the
Lord bless us all as we continue in His service...where-ever that may be.

Sincerely,
Wayne and Cindy Embleton

Directors




September 25, 2021

Dedication of the Kumen Jones Home I

Lynn Stevens Dr. Val Jones

Welcome-Lynn Stevens-The Hole-In-The Rock Foundation Board
President
Masters of Ceremony-Dr. Val Jones (Leonard)
Chorister-Donna Slade (Thomas)
Accompanist-Marcia Cameron (Leonard)
Opening Song- “Love One Another”
Opening Prayer-George Jones (Alma)
Bluff Missionaries:
Roger Jensen
Dan Segmiller
Tribute to Kumen Jones-DeAnn lvins (Mamie Adams)
Musical number-Rusty Jones, Clay Jones (Marvin), Devan Ryan
And Julia Jones (Francis)
Life History of Mary Jones -Susanne Anderson (Leonard)
Life History of Lydia Jones-Candice Lyman (Mamie Adams)
Musical number-Rusty Jones, Clay Jones (Marvin) Devan Ryan,
Julia Jones, and Diana Lockwood (Francis)
History of Kumen Jones-Leon Jones-(Marvin)
Dedication of the Jones home-Layne Jones (Marvin)
* Closing song- “Oh My Father”
Closing Prayer-Fred May (Thomas)

“O My Father” was one of Kumen's favorite songs.

This hymn was sung at his funeral.

Fred May created the Jones Home slideshow

Food is provided by the local Jones family members, and the
Hole-In-The Rock Foundation.
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Modern History of Bluff Fort

May 24, 2021

Items created in the kitchen were no longer able to be sold to the Fort due to the visitors’
center being closed as required by Covid guidelines. The alternative was to sell items using
social distancing by using a picnic table located in the patio area of the Fort. With outdoor
sales the kitchen area was subject to the cold winter temperatures as well as the blowing
winds experienced in the Bluff area.

It was obvious that the kitchen area needed to be remodeled and updated to accommodate
the changing times.

(This section on the kitchen remodel and building of a Fort laundry is by Fred May)
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May 24, 2021— Remodel plans were created with areas being identified where the needed
changes would take place. The existing kitchen area was shared with the missionary
laundry and fridge/freezer area. Additionally, the laundry/fridge/freezer and kitchen area
were subject to the noise and dust created in the woodshop because of the door passing
from the woodshop into the laundry area.

May 25, 2021—The existing kitchen area was congested due to lack of flat table space needed for
baking and candy making. Baking and candy making were always crossing paths to the point that the
work schedule almost needed to have the two processes occur at separate times. Also, the
dishwashing in the kitchen area required much of the work top space. The new plan would allow the
separation of baking and candy making as well as much more open table space. The ability to be
more productive would be needed due to the anticipated increase in visitors coming to the Fort.

204



Modern History of Bluff Fort

Left side Back side

May 25, 2021- The east end of the kitchen area was the location of (2) stacked washer and dryers that
were used by the missionaries who lived in the areas around the Fort who did not have laundry
facilities near their apartments or trailers. An upright fridge and freezer were also located in this area
to allow missionaries to have storage space for food items. To access the area, missionaries had to
unlock the woodshop, walk thru the woodshop area, and enter the laundry room thru the door
shown in the left side photo. During work hours the door shown was usually in the open position. To
alleviate sound and dust issues in the kitchen a new laundry area was created. The new laundry
would include (4) stacked washers/dryers anticipated to handle the increasing number of
missionaries that would be serving at the Fort.

May 25, 2021- A new missionary laundry room was designed to occupy the westside of the
existing woodshop material storage area. The compressor along with the storage shelving and
materials was removed and relocated as needed to free up this space for the new laundry room.
Much of the seldom-used materials would be stored above the new laundry room in the loft
area being built as part of the laundry room ceiling.
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July 6, 2021 - The left side photo shows a view of new concrete placed on the floor of the wood
material storage area. July 15, 2021 - the new laundry room framing was completed. Items
remaining on shelves in the new laundry area were later removed and relocated.

July 26, 2021 - Underground plumbing and all rough electrical was completed. Drywall was installed.
Following the painting of the laundry room space, all the required dryer venting was installed and
routed to the exterior wall of the building. (As the room had not been painted at this point, vent
piping and drain system are not shown.)

August 17, 2021—The first set of stacked washer/dryer were installed. Painting along with finished
electrical and mechanical work had been completed. October 5, 2021 A recessed section of the
laundry room wall allowed for a drop-down folding table to be installed (made by Brad Spencer,

pictured with the table). Due to space restrictions the use of the table makes it a user-friendly
space.
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September 23, 2021 —The exterior “bump-out” of the kitchen area was framed and finish sheeting was
placed over the framing. A new access door to the kitchen was provided on the north side of the bump-out
which allowed kitchen workers to access the kitchen area without the need to walk through the woodshop
area. The bump-out included a large display window on each side of the service window allowing interior
shelves and display to show the baked items as well as candy. A sliding service window prevented the
kitchen area from being open to the harsh elements that can exist at times in Bluff. The bump-out exterior
walls were completed and oiled and stained to match the look of the rest of the buildings at the Fort. An
extension of the concrete patio in front of the bump-out was discussed but it was decided to leave it for
later completion as visitor increase would require the added space in front of the service window.

October 30, 2021—The new remodeled kitchen includes: all new cabinets with stainless steel tops. The
right side of the kitchen area is dedicated to candy making and the left side is dedicated to baking goods.
Work traffic is no longer an issue and production has been increased substantially. Each side of the
kitchen has its own reach-in fridge/freezer. Wall shelves and a gas stove were not installed at the time of
this photo. The rear of the kitchen includes a newly created dishwashing area that replaced the old
missionary laundry room. The kitchen area remodel also includes new LED lighting installed in both the
kitchen area and dishwashing area.

“Bruce (Riches) enjoyed putting his construction skill to use as he worked alongside Fred (May) building
the new missionary laundry room and remodeling the kitchen.” Lorrie Riches in “Bluff Fort 2021 We Are Un-
daunted” missionary yearbook.
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October 14, 2021—The left side photo shows the interior of the bump-out area at night. Warm lighting
is used in this area as warm light is more appealing with food than the bright white light used in the
kitchen area where the work is performed. The ice cream machine has been located to the bump-out
area due to the high demand from visitors for soft serve ice cream.

October 30, 2021—A view from the candy side of the kitchen looking out into the bump-out is shown in
the photo on the right. The double doors of the old kitchen have been deleted and the opening has
been trimmed in wood to match the finish of the bump-out. The sales area and the working area of the

kitchen are now combined which allows the missionaries to walk freely between both areas. All photos
and narration provided by Fred May.

Bluff Fort Directors
Doug and Laurie Powell
2022

Laurie and Doug Powells’ term of service was

cut short due to Doug’s cancer. Photo from 2021
Bluff Fort missionary yearbook.
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2021 Bluff Fort Historic Site senior service missionaries. Front: Bill & Tricia Spere, Linda & Ole
Dunn, Barry & Bonnie Riggs, Bryce & Maxine Larsen. Upper left: Lois & John Parrish, Brad &
Tammy Spencer, Doug & Laurie Powell, Ann & Dan Seegmiller, Al & Jeri Drummond, Cindy &
Wayne Embleton, Fred & Kaye May, (behind Mays right) Bruce & Lorrie Riches. Upper back:
Paulette & Lynn Adams. Photo courtesy of Cindy Embleton

Pansh Seegmiller Riggs Spere Riches Dy Tippetts Poveail Dunn May Spencer Adams
Summer Group - 2021

Summer Group—2021 Parrish, Seegmiller, Riggs, Spere, Riches, Drummond, Tippetts, Embleton,
Dunn, May, Spender, Adams. Photo courtesy of Fred May.
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Bluff Fort Directors

Will and Peggy Redd
Feb 2022 - Feb 2023

The year 2022 was a busy one at Bluff
Fort. Visitors to the center totaled 49,000
in 2022, up 9.5% from the previous year.
Through the labors of our outstanding
missionaries, we were able to provide
pleasant and informative experiences to
these visitors and increase revenues from
sale of merchandise by 7.5%. High
gasoline costs and lack of awareness of
the Fort by many of the residents of Utah
and other nearby states checked the total
visitations to the Fort. European and
other foreign visitors to the Fort continue
to account for a significant percentage of
our visitors.

The visitors’ center received a major
revamp providing better product
exposure to our guests and an increased
line of native products as well as our own
manufactured products for sale. New
Peggy and Will Redd. Heather Johnson photo. signage helped orient the visitors to the

various areas of the Fort. The visitors’
center and receiving office were ably managed by Sunny Feinauer.

The Kitchen continued to provide cookies and ice cream to our guests under the direction
of Lois Parrish and later Peggy Redd. Sales were consistent with last year and the products
were well received.

The sewing center continued to be a center
of social and productive energy for the sisters of
the Fort. Sales were up 50% over 2021. Hot items
were the Topsy Turvy Dolls and Tammy Spencer’s
denim potholders. Jenene Maybury replaced
Paula Adams as coordinator in April.

The wood shop benefitted from a major e }:;@%ﬁm\ Rliskise ,- :

renovation including a new dust handling system
and several new pieces of equipment. Creative
efforts added to the variety and uniqueness of
the pieces manufactured there. The new laser

Water wheel at sunset. will Redd photo.
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engraver was used extensively to create cool, new imaging.
Sales more than doubled over the prior year. Lynn
Feinauer and then Brad Spencer coordinated the wood
shop.

The grounds remained a main attraction to visitors.
The Ute tepee received a new cover. Gravel was added
along the walkways to minimize sand drifting and contact
with mud on wet days. A better screening system was
added to the waterwheel stream and the original wagon

was moved out from

under the awning to
provide additional
shade for visitors.

Summer Term
March winds The Ute tepee received a new

brought in lots of dust CcOVer.

and dirt, along with the arrival of a new class of seven

missionary couples and two single sisters. The missionaries

The original wagon was moved. bonded immediately and enjoyed serving

Sunny Feinauer in photo. together at the Fort.
Will Redd photos.

Remodel of the Il e
Cowboy Cabin i ‘“ ‘ I ,ﬁ
Incoming Missionaries into _th_e ‘t
Carl and Julene Ball Hamer, ID recetving room. g %
Scott and Bev Christensen* Laverkin, UT
Angela Gallacher Riverton, UT
Deanne Jefferies Queencreek, AZ
Don and Heather Johnson Barnwell, Alberta CA Hiking
Bruce and Jan McBride Mesa, AZ Salvation
Will and Peggy Redd Draper, UT Knoll. Sunny
Tim and Sherri Spens Morgan, UT Feinauer photos
Max and Donna Swenson Anchorage, AK

*Later arrival

These newcomers were welcomed and supported by the ongoing missionaries: Karen
Aldridge, Lynn and Sunny Feinauer, Walt and Jenene Maybury, John and Lois Parrish, Doug
and Laurie Powell, Brad and Tammy Spencer, and Bill and Tricia Spere.

Doug and Laurie Powell

Doug and Laurie Powell were named as directors of Bluff Fort in November 2021 after
having served as missionaries on the Fort and previously as full-time missionaries on the
Navajo Reservation. Much of the work that was accomplished in 2022 was the result of their
innovation and dedication to improving the facility.
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Brad & Tammy Spencer, Don & Heather Johnson, Tim & Sheri Spens, Angela Gallacher,
Karen Aldridge, Walt & Jenene Maybury, Sunny & Lynn Feinauer, Will & Peggy Redd, Max
& Donna Swenson, Scott & Bev Christensen, Bruce & Jan McBride, Trisha & Bill Spere,
Julene & Carl Ball. Missing: Doug and Laurie Powell, John & Lois Parrish, Deanne Jefferies.

Unfortunately, Doug was diagnosed with cancer shortly after their appointment and the
burden of leadership fell upon Laurie, along with able assistance from Lynn and Sunny
Feinauer, Brad and Tammy Spencer, and Bill and Tricia Spere. The Powell’s stepped down as
directors in May 2022, and returned home to focus on Doug’s recovery, and to spend time
with their family.

Will and Peggy Redd were appointed directors at that time and endeavored to carry on
that which had been undertaken by the Powells, with the support of all of the dedicated
missionaries serving at the Fort.

Jens Nielson Property Acquisition

In the fall of 2021, HIRF acquired the Jens Nielson
home and surrounding property from Hugh and
LaRue Kirkham. This addition secured a historic
building for preservation by the Foundation and
provided four additional living spaces and two RV
hookup sites for the missionaries serving at the Fort.
The main house continued to be rented to an outside
tenant. The remainder of the spaces were rented to
the missionaries. This has been a nice addition to the
HIRF.

Minor upgrades to some of the apartments were completed in the winter of 2021-2022
including new couches and dressers, and construction was started for an additional apart-
ment in the fall of 2022.

HIRF Apartments. Will Redd photos.
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Lynn Feinauer and Scott
Christensen in the new
mechanical shop. Photos by will Redd.

HIRF acquired the Jens Nielson home &

apartments in 2021.
Photos by Ron Bateman

Mechanical Shop

An existing carport was enclosed to provide space for a welding and mechanical
workshop for the Fort. In addition to adding space for woodworking and removing a
potential fire hazard, the new shop provided an excellent area for metal and mechanical
projects and Fort maintenance. Electrical upgrades had to be installed by trenching in a new
line from the house. Unfortunately, the trenchers severed the lawn irrigation control wires at
the Jens house, and this was not diagnosed until the lawn had
suffered some significant damage.

The mechanical shop was not heavily used the first year,
but the safety factor and the space to undertake projects were
very beneficial.

New Apartment

With the conversion of the Cowboy Cabin into a receiving
area, the HIRF Board of Directors approved the construction of
an additional living space on the recently acquired Jens
Nielson property. The
Initial intent was to
upgrade an existing
adobe and wood
Lynn Feinauer & Bill Spere.  storage shed (the tack

shed) into a living

space by using the adobe room as a bedroom and
adding minimal additional living space. It was initially
hoped that this process could be done without the
need of obtaining city and county permits.

In order to avoid creating conflict with our Bluff
partners and neighbors, we decided to apply for a
building renovation permit. Renovation permits are

Will Redd & Lynn Feinauer at
apartment construction site.
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exempt from the property line setback
requirements required for new construction
permits.

Unfortunately, our permit application
expanded the footprint of the original
structure and was therefore rejected because |
the existing structure did not meet the new
construction property line setback require-
ments.

Thanks to the generous support of Bluff
Mayor Ann Leppanen and the negotiating
skills of our board president, Lynn Stevens,

approval was granted for construction of a Lynn Feinauer standing by remodeled
new structure of the same floor plan, after storage unit or “Tack Shed.”

adjusting the location to meet the setbacks.
The delays in approval and other construction
delays set back the completion of the
apartment until November 2023. However,
] the final result was a very satisfactory new
missionary apartment.
‘f s Fortuitously, at the end of February,
' : 2022, Ted and Jean Demars, one of the de-
B ]| parting missionary couples, donated their
fifth wheel RV to the HIRF. This generous
donation not only was a financial blessing to
the Fort, but also a godsend for accommo-

Jean & Ted Demars with Lynn Stevens. dating the missionaries during that interim
period. Thank you, Ted and Jean Demars!

R
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The old storage shed, which had been
partially demolished in preparation for the
renovation, was subsequently rebuilt to
provide storage space for the missionaries
personal items. Individual electrical meters
were installed on each of the residential sites
and the electrical service was upgraded.

Meanwhile, several construction projects
were undertaken at the original Fort site.

Kitchen Remodel

A major remodel of the Fort Kitchen was
completed in late 2021 under the direction of Peggy Redd in remodeled Fort kitchen.
the Powells. New industrial grade stoves, Will Redd photos.
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fridges, and preparation areas were installed and an
extension to the outdoor serving area was added to
facilitate serving of Fort guests. This project has added
measurably to the functionality of the kitchen.

Wood Shop Improvements

Another of the Powell’s undertakings was the
upgrading of the existing wood shop. The paint and
finishing operations were moved from the main wood shop
into the former receiving area to provide a cleaner

main wood shop. The welding and metal working
equipment was moved to the new shop created on the
Jens Nielson property. In addition to adding space for
woodworking, this removed a potential fire hazard and
made a much cleaner environment for wood working.

An upgraded dust collector was added to the wood shop and improved ducting was in-
stalled. Utilizing the additional space, the
workstations were rearranged and an addi-
tional lathe, band saw, belt sander and sand-
ing table were installed. Continued emphasis
on safety and clean-up helped enhance the
productivity and the fulfillment of working in
the area.

The purchase of a laser engraver for the
paint and finishing area was another key

Woodshop-Tim Spens, Todd & Lori Spencer.

addition to the wood shop. It has been used
extensively to engrave artwork, lettering and the
Fort logo on the products manufactured at the
Fort. The missionaries have been very creative
in the use of this piece of equipment, enhancing
the Hole in the Rock image of the Fort.

Sales of products manufactured in the wood
shop more than doubled in 2022 with stock mov- New laser engraver-Will Redd.
. . - Will Redd photos.
ing off the shelves almost as quickly as it is
available.
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Sunny Feinauer & Lori Spencer in the new receiving office. Lori Spencer in adjoining office.
Will Redd photos.
Receiving Offices
Since the receiving operations were displaced by the creation of the new paint and finish-
ing room, the area that used to be known as the Cowboy Cabin was renovated under the
direction of Lynn Feinauer, creating new receiving and clerical offices. The kitchen cabinetry
was removed and the dividing wall was modified to create additional inventory storage space.
Interior closets were installed in the office area and a new exterior door was added to the
receiving area. Worktables and storage shelves were installed. Shipping and receiving access
was moved to the south side of the building including an improved sidewalk and entrance
gate. New paint and flooring completed the project. The added work space for negotiating
purchases, receiving, pricing, tagging and inventorying purchased items has resulted in a much
more functional operation.

Camp Stickie

Rolling overhead doors were installed on the large pavilion at Camp Stickie to provide
shelter from inclement weather. This was
done under the board’s direction and the
Fort had very little to do with it. Also the
board approved the appointment of a Camp
Stickie missionary couple relieving the Fort of
most responsibilities at the camp. Todd and
Holly McAllister serve that role part time as
camp stewards. Jed Lyman assumed the
leadership role for the camp. Three youth
conferences and two family groups utilized
the facility during the summer of 2022.

Normal Operational Activity
Various activities were undertaken as

Upgraded cabinetry and shelving was added to ) i
the sewing center during the winter of 2021- part of the normal operation and mainte-
2022. Janene Maybury & Tammy Spencer sewing. nance of the facility. Significant Co-op store
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layout changes were undertaken by Laurie Powell and her staff to better display and market
Fort merchandise. Audio-visual improvements were periodically conducted by Ben Wilson and
company. Re-staining of buildings, cabin floors and fences was completed. On-going mainte-
nance of landscaping, irrigation equipment and general buildings was carried on by the
missionaries. New power transformers were installed at both the Fort and the Jens Nielson
properties. Individual electrical meters were installed on the residential sites on the Jens Niel-
son property and the electrical service was upgraded to the shop and the new apartment.
Several trail improvement projects were undertaken, including repairs to the Salvation Knoll
trail, new styes on the Cedar Mesa Trail, new trail markers on the Cedar Mesa, Twist and San
Juan Hill trails.

evening at the Hoodoos.
Carl Ball photo.

Cleaning and maintaining
the water wheel was a constant Lorie Rasmussen cleaning
challenge. will Redd photos. atop a Fort freezer.

The awning on the west side of the Brad Spencer & Tim Spens installing
kitchen was extended to the south to Cedar Mesa Trail stye.

accommodate additional shaded,

outside picnic area for Fort visitors.
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Computerized Inventory Management System
On May 31, 2022, an update to the QuickBooks inventory management system was
rolled out. Considerable effort was spent in getting accounting of inventory up to date.

Winter Term
At the beginning of November we said goodbye to five missionary couples and three
single sisters and welcomed six new couples and three new single sisters to the mission.

Departing Missionaries New Arrivals

Karen Aldridge Ted and Jean Demars Liberty Lake, WA
Carl and Julene Ball Marlene Elgaaen Layton, UT
Angela Gallacher Alan and Ann Grow Idaho Falls, ID
Deanne Jefferies Kathleen Madsen St. George, UT
Don and Heather Johnson Jack and Lorie Rasmussen Franklin, ID

Bruce and Jan McBride Dianne Robbins Payson, UT

John and Lois Parrish ** Todd and Lori Spencer Highland, UT
Doug and Laurie Powell** Brian and Kaylyn Wilson Pleasant View, CO

Bill and Tricia Spere

Max and Donna Swenson

**Early Departure

The departing missionaries are deeply loved and dearly missed. The arriving missionaries
have wormed their way into our hearts and the shoes that were left behind by their
predecessors. The Fort transitioned to a winter schedule with a full slate of projects,

Alan & Ann Grow, Tim & Sheri Spens, Brian & Kaylyn Wilson, Walt & Jenene Maybury,
Will & Peggy Redd, Sunny & Lynn Feinauer, Ted & Jean Demars, Brad & Tammy Spencer,
Scott & Bev Christensen, Marlene Elgaaen, Diane Robbins. Back row- Jack & Lorie
Rasmussen, Todd & Lori Spencer, Kathleen Madsen. will Redd photo.
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activities and hosting assignments. In spite of the reduced numbers of visitors at the Fort,
many choice experiences were enjoyed with those who visited the facilities.

Docent Service

We were blessed by the service of 15 docent couples and individuals who donated their
time each week to drive down from Blanding and help host the visitors to the Fort. Their
dedication and extensive knowledge of the history of the excursion and the Fort were a great
asset to the missionaries. Their service was acknowledged by a recognition dinner hosted by
the Blacks at their beautiful barn in Blanding.

Docent Volunteers Norman Johnson

Jean Bayles Susanne Johnson

Robert and Relva Bowring Steve and Pam Keele

Gary and Dorine Eberhard Don and Becky Larson
Brent and Susan Flavel Mike and Terry Liechty
Joe and Ruth Glass Jed and Candice Lyman
Jim and Beverly Harris Greg and LaNell Stringham
George and Donna Jones Tom and Terri Winder

Board Support

Our operations were supported, as always, by a dedicated board of directors:
Lynn Stevens, President, Mike Roring, Vice-president, Donna Jensen, Jed Lyman, Stuart
Matheson and Grant Taylor. Unfortunately, we were saddened to learn that Graig Taylor one
of our former board members and early proponents of the Fort, and brother to Grant
(current board member), passed away suddenly in December 2022. We extended our
condolences to his family.

Other Notable Supporters

Many other Hole in the Rock Pioneer descendants and interested parties have
contributed to the success and operation of Bluff Fort. Notable among them is LaRue
Kirkham, who lived in the Jens Nielson home for many years and has been engaged in the
development of the Fort almost since the beginning. LaRue did all the quilting for the sewing
center until 2024 and continued to share her historical knowledge of the Fort.

Community Service

Several community events were hosted or participated in by the Bluff Fort missionaries.
Friday Night at the Fort was reinstated again after a covid hiatus with eight outstanding
performances accompanied by free ice cream. Community activities supported by the Fort
included the annual Easter Egg Hunt, the Fireman/Emergency Services fundraising breakfast,
the Balloon Festival, community Thanksgiving dinner at Twin Rocks Restaurant, etc. The Fort
missionaries also hosted school groups and family reunions. Highway cleanup and other
community service as well as support to our Navajo neighbors was rendered by the Fort
missionaries.
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Missionary Activities

As a diversion from the labors of operating and maintaining the Fort, and in addition to
normal preparation day activities, the Fort missionaries participated in a boat trip on Lake
Powell to the base of the Hole in the Rock in early July. This trip was at first considered
unattainable because of the extremely low water level in Lake Powell, but our good friends
from Blanding were able to launch their boats in Bullfrog and then pick us up at Hall’s Cross-
ing. We had a most enjoyable cruise on the lake and saw several landmarks that have been
hidden under water for the past fifty plus years. A pleasant dip in the lake, lunch on the water
and a hike up to Uncle Ben’s Dugway were enjoyed by several of the more spry ancient ones.
Angela Gallacher, our amazing young single sister, hiked to the top of the hole and made it all
the way back down!

In October most of the group drove over to Escalante and stayed the night before
venturing to the top of the Hole in the Rock from the west side. This was a memorable
experience, not only for the breath-taking vista from the top of the hole, but for the bone
shaking drive to get to it. We enjoyed a short stop at Dance Hall Rock and a pleasant lunch at
50 Mile Springs. We were fortunate to be hosted by Lamont Crabtree, who is one of the
foremost experts on the Hole in the Rock expedition.

Several of the group accompanied our branch president, Delton Pugh, on the Hole in the
Rock Trail from the east side of Lake Powell in off-road vehicles in March. Experiencing the
trail the Hole in the Rock pioneers traversed was a mind-blowing and humbling experience for
all.

We had an enjoyable day trip up to the Needles Overlook, Church Rock, Jail House Rock,
the Monticello Visitor’s Center and other points of interest guided by our own area expert and
historian, Scott Christensen. We were also able to climb San Juan Hill, ride the Dripping
Springs trail, hike the Cedar Mesa trail and see many other points of historic and geological
interest.

Conclusions

Serving at Bluff Fort is a unique experience. Many miracles have been witnessed both by
the early pioneers and practically daily by those currently serving at the Fort. To learn of and
feel the faith, and the determination, and “stickie-ta-tudy” of the original Hole in the Rock
pioneers changes the lives of those who visit the Fort and especially those who have the
privilege of serving here full time. The hand of the Lord is evident every day in the
testimonies, the dedicated service and the love exhibited by those who serve here.

We salute the individuals who had the vision to make this all happen and who continue to
promote, support and serve Bluff Fort. We thank those dedicated missionaries who give of
their time and talents to care for the Fort, make articles for the tourists to take as souvenirs of
their visits and who tell the amazing stories of the Hole in the Rock expedition. We pay tribute
to those indomitable pioneers who made this all happen in the first place.

Bluff Fort and the Hole in the Rock expedition is a story for all times. It is a story that
deserves and needs to be heard around the world. It is a story of miracles and undaunted
faith. To be privileged to be part of the preservation of that story is a blessing to all who serve
here. —Will Redd 2022-23 Bluff Fort Director
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Below is an amazing example of service performed at Bluff Fort. Lynn Feinauer’s service at Bluff Fort
from November 2021-November 2023. Many others have given similar service over the years.

Co-op - Built the red table by the front door, numerous dividers in drawers, numerous shelves in cupboards and
in the Native arts cabinet. Painted all the baseboards. Built and hung the quilt ladders with Lynn Adams. Built the
bookshelf display. Built the wall display for the kid’s toys and shelf for the covered wagon. Reworked snap and zipper
bag display. Made display boards for wood knives, bread boards, wood clocks and necklace display, and a display for
the wooden ducks. Hung artwork in room #3. Made twined rug and loomed rug stand. Made wood tissue boxes for
cage and room #3. Made a new storage area for the branding irons in the closet and hung a rack for coats. Reworked a
table into a cabinet with doors and 3 drawers. Hung hooks for infinity scarves. Reworked the bench under hanging
clothes and put 3 drawers in. Sanded, stained and varnished the long counter with Ron and Kyle Bateman. Painted the
green cabinets red, and repainted blue counters. Rehung the Hole in the Rock art etc. on the north wall of room #1.
Made two new pointer sticks for helping point out pictures etc. In the cage -Built dividers in several drawers, several
shelves for storage, shelf unit for paper and folders, pull out wrapping station drawer. Reworked the tissue drawer.
Sanded and stained the counter & added board to corner on counter. Items made -cutting boards, rolling pins, spoon
rests, spoons, oven rack pulls, wood knives (3 kinds,) rifles, pistols, candy machines, ducks, marble game, rolling pin
rests, tissue boxes, biscuit cutters, clocks for missionaries, cutting boards for the docents and missionaries.

Outside -Helped Will Redd construct the grate on the stream. Built the fences around the two propane tanks with
Don Johnson. Helped maintain the waterwheel the first year. Extended the kitchen patio roof \metal roofing with Brian
Wilson, Ron and Kyle Bateman. Put a new door in to the wood room. Helped with the new concrete walkway at the
end of the porch, widened the gate, and remodeled it to swing both ways. Built the horse with harness under the paint
room window. Moved the outside door to the woodworking room to be flush on the north side of the building. Made
the green flower boxes on the kitchen windows. Made additional map boxes & built the two benches outside by the
TV.

Sewing room - Extended the cutting table. Put up two rods for the batting bolts. Made several dividers in the
drawers. Remodeled and put shelving in the front and back storage rooms. Installed new shelves in the sewing room.
Made holes in the tables for the electrical cords and foot pedal rests for some sewing machines. Built red bench
storage for each sister, a shelf for spray bottles & installed the new counter for office and sergers. Built under the
counter storage and shelving.

Kitchen -Trimmed out the doorway going into the sink room, made shelf for baking papers\small cookie sheets,
trimmed wood counter, large doorway, and window, made stand for the computer, holder for the paper bags. Assisted
Brad Spencer with the installation of the wood counter. Brad made the countertop.

Office and receiving -The men assisted him in tearing out the cowboy cabin. He did the framing of the inside,
electrical and sheetrock. He put up shelves, built closets, laid additional flooring, put in a new door to receiving, hung
closet doors, made the counters out of cutting board slabs. Made a safe box for jewelry and the table for the lamp.

Paint room -Took out double doors on west side and put in a window, built shelves, put in sink, installed drying
rack, built a counter, and installed a door into the woodworking room. Did the electrical.

Fort laundry room -Put up hanging rod and shelf, hung cabinet. Helped with the air-conditioning and the exit
fan.

Metal shop—Framed the metal shop, put-up batten and board siding, and put in a new door.

Tack room Storage - Framed the roof, sided the walls with bat and board, hung the door, installed the metal roof
with Brian Wilson, and put in shelving.

Jens Nielson apartments - In apartments #2 & #3 built storage by the side of the stoves, increased hanging
storage upstairs, built shelves in the bathrooms. In apartment #4 made a new hanging closet rod and shelf upstairs and
installed a handrail down the stairs. In apartment #5, installed garbage bin in kitchen cabinet and cabinet knobs his last
day of service.

Roring apartments In the directors’ apartment, installed cabinets over the fridge and over the desk. Installed
knobs on bathroom cabinets, a coat rack by the front door, and a shelf under the desk area, and shelves above the
toilet. In Roring Apartments laundry, made hanging counter and hanging rod and shelf, built more under counter
shelves, and extended the counter over the sink. Maintained the courtyard grass.

In apartment #3 installed knobs on the kitchen and bathroom cabinets, put up a rack of coat hooks by the front
door, put in a shelf under the counter by the fridge, shelves above the toilet. In apartments #1 & #3 put in additional
shelves in the pantry. In all three units, put in hanging microwave shelf, made and installed a door under the counter
for back access to shelves. (Lynn’s wife Sunny compiled this list for his personal history, and was asked to provide it as
an example of one missionary’s extraordinary service.)
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Carl Ball photos.

Topsy Turvy Dolls made by
Deanne Jefferies.
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Bluff Fort Directors

Jack and Lorie Rasmussen

Spring 2023- Winter 2024
The past year was a busy one at Bluff Fort
highlighted by the opportunity that we had to
share the story of the San Juan pioneers with over
52,245 total visitors between January 1st and
December 31st in 2023.

In terms of visitors, Utah of course, continued
o be our largest domestic draw with Arizona, and
Colorado coming in second and third. California,
exas, ldaho, New Mexico, Washington, and

- |

o, ¥y = Florida round out the top states, but we have
e A elcomed visitors from every state in the union.
B Internationally, France topped our visitor list with
2 ”., A Germany, Italy, England, Canada, Netherlands,
"-‘é.-';. . . Switzerland, Belgium, and Australia following in

hat order. Visitors from 85 different countries
ere represented on our sign-in sheets including
the following
new countries:
Philippines, Myanmar, Samoa, Iran, Moldova, Jamaica,
Laos, Cyprus, Slovakia, Saudi Arabia, Belarus, Brazil, Malta,
Thailand, Namibia, Pakistan, Iraq, Iran, Slovenia, Serbia,
Singapore, Guatemala, Uruguay, Russia, Nigeria, Kazakh-
stan, New Caledonia, and the Ukraine.

We’ve included a couple of Google reviews from recent
visitors because we thought it was important for you to
know that we volunteers here at the Fort are both adorable
and passionate.

“Hey, nice surprise in the small town of Bluff, which is
really a passing town with a few 100 inhabitants and a
single gas station. A place that explains well the crazy epic
of the Mormon pioneers towards this city through the Hole
in the Rock. Animation by adorable and passionate retirees
who explain all this to you with beautiful videos in French
and above all a reconstruction of the time thanks to the
descendants of the pioneers. Very interesting, we spent at
least an hour there. The shop is full of locally made pieces
at very low prices, including quilts and patchwork. Five

Directors Lorie & Jack Rasmussen.

stars” View from the arbor of our
“Unbelievably well-polished and presented. The story is energetic director Lorie running

interesting and can be told to you by one of the staff. They near the Kitchen.
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are all extremely knowledgeable and eager to help or impart the story/ specifics. But their
desire is twofold: impart a powerful true story... and to reiterate their belief that it was the
hand of the Almighty that allowed these brave determined pioneers to accomplish what they
did. Please understand that this was no hard-sell or push to recruit. It was simply a subtle nod
to their beliefs. | enjoyed it all. Five stars!”

Friday Nights at the Fort

Friday Nights at the Fort in 2023 was well received with excellent performances each
night. Friday nights at the Fort over the summer included
performances by Dale and Aaron Major, Craig Crippen,
Arabella, Alan and Leonie Hunt, Denver and Kristen Smith,
the Grayson Girls, and the grand finale by Dallyn Bayles,
who performed to a packed house of approximately 170
guests. Fort Director Lorie Rasmussen worked very hard
in getting the acts scheduled for each night. The free live
music was performed upstairs in the Co-op each time and
free ice cream was served on the lawn after each
evenings’ act.

Community Outreach

Community outreach Involved Adopt-a-Highway trash
removal over a two mile stretch in Bluff City limits in April. In
September the Fire Department/EMT Breakfast fundraiser
drew 131 persons with involvement of Twin Rocks café, and
the town manager Erin Nelson, and Mayor Ann Leppanen.
The missionaries also participated in serving a free Thanks-
giving meal at Twin Rocks Café in conjunction with owner
Steve Simpson and café manager Frances van der Stappen.
Missionary Craig Miller led our community outreach pro-
gram.

The Fort participated with Bluff City in planning for a
solar eclipse on October 14th which was expected to bring
20,000 observers to the area but most stayed in outlying
areas such as Valley of the Gods. In reality, we had a record
453 visitors on the Fort to watch the eclipse. We
participated in the Bears Ears Marathon and Half Marathon
on November 4th, helping with the finish line activities; such
as handing out refreshments, etc.

We were very visible at the Blanding “Tree-For-All”
Christmas Fair on December 2023. We sold over $1000 in
items and had one of the best displays there, in our opinion  Service missionary Ted Hill
of course. completed a switch to

Shopify point-of-sale
software in August 2023.

224



What's new?

We learned in the spring of 2023 that
support for our point-of-sale software
QuickBooks would be discontinued.

Will and Peggy Redd, the previous
directors spent considerable time and ener-
gy working to get control of spending and
inventory management. We continued that
effort seeing positive results. As of Saturday
August 12 2024, we successfully switched
over to Shopify POS and had no software or
hardware issues. Ted Hill, our resident tech-
ie completed the final stages of cleaning up
of some inventory issues, and developing
the necessary linkage between Shopify and ~ Missionary Bill Hansen, our resident artist
QuickBooks online. The directors were able meticulously painted a new photo-op.
to use the inventory tracking features of
QuickBooks to determine what products to buy and in what quantities. Kudos to the Redds for
their work in this area the previous year.

We had 12 missionaries leave at the end of October and eight new ones arrived. We were ad-
equately staffed over the winter season and a strong group prepared to handle the missionary
change over, the 1st of March

Our missionaries continued to be wonderful, and cheerful, and always willing to be doing the
things they were asked to do. We had many visitors’ comments on the awesome grounds, build-
ings, and this place, as well as the beautiful hand-sewn and handcrafted products.

Fort upgrades included new rain gutters along the north front and west side of the wood
shop /kitchen building, and of course, the new ice cream machine, with a generous donation from
a donor. Our old ice cream machine struggled when we made more than seven or so cones in a
row, while this one cranks out 30 cones plus without any drop in quality of product. We put in new
locks on the restrooms so the cleaning lady could get in! We have a beautiful new hand-painted
photo-op which our resident artist, Bill Hansen painted for us. He also was foreman as we installed
a new sidewalk leading to the log meetinghouse and the kitchen area with an extended kitchen
veranda width. Also, Lynn Feinhauer assisted by Don Johnson built 1880 fences around two
propane tanks on the Fort.

Upgrading cabin signs

In February 2024, we replaced upgraded exterior
interpretive signs at Bluff Fort. Leon Jones and Lamont
Crabtree provided brief historical summaries for each of
the families represented by cabins at the Fort.

These interpretive signs added a whole new level of
understanding of life in the 1880s.There are stories and
quotes that have only been available in the histories.
Bringing them visibly to the Fort gave visitors an even

fuller understanding of the faith, grit and courage of the
San Juan missionaries. New Barton Cabin interpretive sign.
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Bluff Fort Promotional Video Produced in 2023- Article by Grant Taylor

We were pleased to present a short video that explains what, why and where is Bluff Fort.
| was traveling with grandsons on the East Coast a few months ago and found that some
historic sites didn't have friendly websites that invited us to come and see.

This video short is born out of that experience. Persons can scan the QR code or copy/
paste the link in their browser to watch the seven-minute video presentation telling what to
expect when visiting Bluff Fort. Alan Peterson, of Flying Leap Films, Inc. produced the video,
with some great photography from Alan and service missionary Ron Bateman, the footage was
born.

The hope is that people will share it with friends. People can also find the link on our
website, at TripAdvisor, and on Google. It is on YouTube and can be watched on television at
home. Our hope in producing this short video was that many people will see the video and
want to come and experience the story, buy comestibles at the pantry, or an item from the gift
shop. If people watch the video, they will know what to expect and hopefully this will attract
more visitors. We hope that all will share the video with family and friends on their favorite
social media path platform and maybe share experiences at the Fort.

We recently (2023) had a couple from France that said the reason they came to Bluff was
because of their neighbors’ dog, named Bluff. Yes, we know we now have a dog named Bluff
roaming the streets of Paris. They said their neighbors told them they had to stop at Bluff Fort;
that it had been one of the best highlights of their entire trip to the US.

We know that lives are being changed as visitors come, and experience and feel the
sacredness of the ground. That indomitable spirit of the pioneers continues to bless the lives
of all who come.

Change of Missionary Status

A January 17, 2024 meeting at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Administration Building resulted in a change of status of the Bluff Fort missionaries (pending
approval of the First Presidency and the Quorum of the Twelve). The change was a final
outcome of several meetings over time. Those serving were previously designated as church
service missionaries. The Southwest Area Presidency of the Church Seventies office made the
decision to place Bluff Fort missionaries under the direction of the New Mexico Farmington
mission president. HIRF Board member Grant Taylor represented the HIRF board at the
meeting. Those called will be senior missionaries through the regular application process,
instead of as service missionaries. This was a significant change with clear lines of priesthood
authority in place. (See Elder Steven Snow, Bluff Fort Missionaries in Chapter Four for a
more complete history of the missionary program at the Fort.)

Modern Bluff Fort Historic Site History

Grant Taylor wrote a history of the development of modern Bluff Fort. In cooperation with
missionary Ron Bateman, the history was edited and compiled with many photographs and
input from numerous participants into a book form. The plan was to provide the book
electronically on the HIRF website, where the information can be preserved, added to and
accessed for reference. Copies may also be available for those desiring printed format through
a commercial outlet such as Amazon.
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Kendall Shumway’s crew
roofing the cabin
apartment.

Apartment #5 was completed
October 31st of 2023, which
provided accommodations
for one additional missionary
couple.

The board and batten siding
at Bluff Fort is similar in
design to the Bluff City Oil
Exchange, shown in this 1908
photo by Charles Goodman.
https://hdl.huntington.org/digital/
collection/p16003coll5/search/
searchterm/charles%20goodman

|
|
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Lynn Feinauer, assisted by Don Johnson on left installed 1880’s
type fence around two propane tanks on the fort. Lynn completed
numerous, untold projects on the fort over two years including
benches, apartment cabinets & shelving, roofing, signs, etc.

Mike Johnson completed new 1880s style
pricing signs outside the kitchen, despite
major injury to his hand in the woodshop.
He was assisted by Todd Spencer and Lynn
Feinauer. He also tended the water wheel
and singlehandedly removed a ten year old, !
unsightly pile of wooden beams left from the il August.
Co-op construction. It had been neglected on

the east side of the Relief Society Building.

Diane Robbins and Marlene Elgaaen
welcome the new ice cream machine

Sharee Merkley, Bev Bateman, Lisa
Hill, Ranae Bateman, Judy Hansen
showing off their handcrafted
aprons. Marlene Elgaaen photo.

Craig Miller, Scott Christensen, Jack Rasmussen preparing for highway cleanup service project. Note the
newly poured concrete sidewalk and veranda extension completed under the direction of missionary Bill
Hansen.
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A total Eclipse of the Sun as viewed
at Bluff Fort on October 14, 2023.
Missionary Scott Christensen
furnished the evolution photos of
the total eclipse below. Early
predictions of a crowd of up to
20,000 entering the city area didn’t
materialize, but still we set a record
exceeding 450 visitors at the Fort.
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Bluff Fort Service Missionary Monticello Temple Excursion & Dinner at the
Homestead Steakhouse on August 25th.

Below front- Kathleen Madsen, Beverly & Scott Christensen, Sunny Feinauer, Lori Spencer,
Judy & Bill Hansen. Second row- Marlene Elgaaen, Ranae & Kyle Bateman, Lynn Feinauer,
Todd Spencer. Third row- Diane Robbins, Shirlee & Craig Miller, Ron & Bev Bateman. Back
row- Ted and Lisa Hill, Steve & Sharee Merkley, Sherry & Steve Johnson, Don and Heather
Johnson, Lorie and Jack Rasmussen.

™ TAVAE s'uw
L & ¢ AP, &
AR, - Y

230



pese-

‘lilo N

\m 'ﬁ» 0‘

Front: Kathleen Madsen, Diane Robbins, Marlene Elgaaen, Ted & Lisa Hill, Lorie &
Jack Rasmussen, Bev & Ron Bateman. Back: Steve & Sharee Merkley, Lynn & Sunny
Feinauer, Don & Heather Johnson, Todd & Lori Spencer, Bill & Judy Hansen, Sherry
& Mike Johnson, Ranae & Kyle Bateman, Shirlee & Craig Miller, Bev & Scott
Christensen, Holly & Todd McAllister. Photo courtesy of Brooke Pehrson
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very profitable. All the quilts shown in the photo sold, along with other handmade
items. Bev Bateman, Lori Spencer and Shirlee Miller with the exhibit.

Carolyn Murset
performed her
“Tales of Tila”

"] during the Bluff
| International

s o Balloon Festival.

Several of the senior
missionaries helped
launch balloons for
the Bluff International
Balloon Festival.
Shirlee Miller and
Laurie Fifield were
invited to ride. It was
held January 12-14,
2024.

Montey Rasmussen and Rich Murset installed
new windows in the sewing center. Ron
Bateman helped with the outside caulking and
Ted Hill painted the exterior.
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In February, Craig Miller,
Jack Rasmussen, and
Todd Spencer installed a
new solid, story board on
the east side of the co-op.
The signs were designed
by Leon Jones & Lamont
Crabtree.

Ron Bateman, Montey and Melodie
Rasmussen created a pioneer Nativity

to celebrate the birth of the Savior.
Ron Bateman photos.

a morning devotional.

Don Johnson hoeing the carrots
in a prolific 2023 garden.

A rare winter snowstorm at Bluff Fort.
Lorie Rasmussen photo.

Christmas party given by the Rasmussens.
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Men of Bluff Fort, February
2024. Rich Murset, Montey
Rasmussen, Don Griffiths,
Todd Spencer, Jack
Rasmussen, Craig Miller, Kyle
Bateman, Ted Hill, Steve
Merkley, Bryce Fifield, Ron
Bateman.

Women of Bluff Fort, February
2024. Carolyn Murset, Melodie
Rasmussen, Cheryl Griffiths,
Lori Spencer, Lorie Rasmussen,
Shirlee Miller, Ranae Bateman,
Lisa Hill, Sharee Merkley,
Laurie Fifield, Diane Robbins,
Bev Bateman.

2024 Winter Missionaries at Bluff Fort Historic Site. Rich & Carolyn Murset, Montey
& Melodie Rasmussen, Don & Cheryl Griffiths, Todd & Lori Spencer, Jack & Lorie
Rasmussen, Craig & Shirlee Miller, Kyle & Ranae Bateman, Ted & Lisa Hill, Steve &
Sharee Merkley, Bryce & Laurie Fifield, Diane Robbins, Ron & Bev Bateman.
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Bluff Fort Historic Site Winter Missionaries

2024 Bluff Fort winter
missionaries started in
November of 2023. The
summer missionaries who
stayed were: Kyle & Ranae
Bateman, Ron & Bev
Bateman, Ted & Lisa Hill,
Steve and Sharee Merkley,
Craig & Shirlee Miller, Jack &
Lorie Rasmussen, Diane
Robbins, & Todd and Lori
Spencer.

Don & Cheryl rlfflths

Bryce and Laurie Fifield were
called as the 2024 Bluff Fort
Directors, starting March 1st.

Spring 2024 Missionaries
Bryce & Laurie Fifield Bluff Fort Directors Logan, Utah; Larry and Christa Barker, Santa Clara, Utah; Steve &
Denise Christensen, St. George, Utah; Don & Cheryl Griffiths, Sacramento, California; Larry & Cheryl Lowry,
Cardston, AB, Canada; Curtis & Valerie Mahon, St. George, Utah; Mike McConkie, Kaysville, Utah; Peggy
Moffat, Mesa, Arizona; Jack & Julie Monnett, Firth, Idaho; Rich & Carolyn Murset, LaVerkin, Utah; Montey &
Melodie Rasmussen, Cardston, AB Canada; Diane Robbins, Payson, Utah.
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Early photo of Bluff Fort
Cooperative with Kumen
Jones home in far right
background. The log
meetinghouse had
apparently been torn down.

Drawing of the first
Bluff Fort Co-op is
found upstairs in the

museum.

Original San Juan Cooperative
Store photos taken by Charles
Goodman Circa 1899.
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Bluff Fort Covered Wagon Logo,
designed by Lamont Crabtree in 1995.

Lamont Crabtree stated the following: “With respect to
the wagon logo, in the early 1960s the BLM and David
Miller (University of Utah historian) drafted a preliminary
trail marking plan. In this document a smaller/

simpler wagon symbol was defined. The wagon symbol
was burned onto trail markers with a branding iron. On-
ly scarring the wood, the symbol did not last long. You
can still find some of these markers on the trail. They
are short (3" high), 4"x4" wood posts cut at the top on a
45 degree angle. The wagon symbol was applied onto
the 45 degree cut. However, the wagon logos have long
since disappeared.

“In 1995 | designed and proposed the current wagon
symbol. See the last pages of the attached BLM docu-
ment. The last few pages refer to my "Hole-in-the-Rock
Trail Logo and Marking Proposal". . ... Since | designed
and proposed the current logo to the BLM and Park Ser-
vice, we saw no issue in adopting it for the Fort/
Foundation's logo.

Agreement draft and graphics by Lamont Crabtree, finalized by

Craig Sorenson, Escalante BLM Office.
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in adaition to the resteralion Of BT Tort, (ne Hole in the Reck Foundation Is dedicated to
historical research on the picneers of the San Juan Mission and Hole in the Rock Expedition Our
main objectives are to identify available historical sources, construct biographical sketches of
participants and publish this Information on our website (www.hirf.org). There are two key
areas In which we need your heip.

Coullecling Fawiily Records

The Foundation is directing its efforts in gathering valuable historical records from the
descendants of the San Juan Mission and Hole in the Reck ploneers. Spechcally, we would like a
copy of family records, journals, photogrophs, newspaper articles, or anything of histarical value.

if you are interested in sharing your family records, please contact:

Carn Jones

CSM Jones LLC, Family Heritage Consulting
jones4929@msn.com

435-b49-4529

Monetary Donations

The Foundation is collecting funds to help support our research efforts. Research and acquisition
of historical records and writing biagraphical sketches i1s ongoing. With aver 25U partiapants, this
iz a big undertaking for which we have sought tha assistance of prefassional historians and
qenealogists. Your donation would help to support this important endeavor.

If you are Interested In making a tax-gecuctible donation, please contact e Hole i L Ruck
Foundation:

HIR Foundation
PU BOX 476

Bluff, UT 84512
inguiry@hirl.org

HIRF promoted historical
research on the pioneers of
the San Juan Mission
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THE HOLE IN THE ROCK FOUNDATION, A 501C3 NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION

OBJECTIVE/MISSION (2009): To preserve, perpetuate and promote the
historical legacy of the Hole-in-the-Rock/ San Juan Mission Pioneers.
Shortened version: Preserving the History and Sharing the Legacy of the Hole-in-the-Rock/

San Juan Mission Pioneers
MOTTO:

The San Juan pioneers accomplished the seemingly impossible through unwavering
commitment and devotion.

Shortened version: Accomplishing the seemingly impossible.
SCOPE:

I. The Hole-in-the-Rock Trail:

1. Conduct/support Hole-in-the-Rock Trail research and preservation.

2. Support trail identification and marking projects.

3. Develop/install interpretive signs/kiosks at significant trail locations.

4. Provide information along the trail and via the internet, including maps and interpretive
literature.

5. Support trail excursions by providing trial information/maps, suggested points of interest,
and as applicable provide handcart and water buffalo rentals.

IIl. The Bluff Fort:

Underlining Guidelines for the Fort’s Development

a. Time Period: Bluff’s first 20 years, primarily the years of 1879-1899

b. Human Focus: Interpretive projects/ Information is to focus on the story of the pioneers
rather than artifacts.

1. The Barton Cabin: Preserve and protect the Barton cabin —the oldest pioneer structure in
San Juan County and the only remaining cabin built by the Hole-in-the-Rock pioneers.

2. Procurement of Property: Pursue the acquisition of properties that comprised the original
fort boundaries and appropriate/related properties.

3. Semblance of the Original Fort: Create a semblance of the original Bluff Fort through the
construction of some of the fort’s original log structures including the log meetinghouse,
blacksmith shop, log co-op store, and log cabins. Cabins are to be patterned after the Barton
cabin.

4. Pioneer Artifacts: Collect and display pioneer artifacts including wagons, farming imple-
ments, blacksmith implements, and cabin/meetinghouse furnishings that are from/or a replica
of the late 1800’s, provided that said artifacts are applicable to the telling of the story of the
Bluff Fort or its original residents.

5. Landscaping: Develop landscaping that is period appropriate, including the planting of trees
and a small orchard representative of Bluff’s first orchards.

6. Public Conveniences: Develop public restrooms. Until restrooms are in place portable
facilities will be rented when major events are held at the fort.

7. Visitors’ Center: Develop a visitors’ center at the Bluff Fort that is patterned after the design
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and location of the original stone co-op.

8. The Bluff Ditch: Develop a water feature to convey the story of Bluff’s ditch, Bluff’s
residents’ greatest challenge.

9. The Native American Story: Develop interpretive displays that convey the Native
Americans’ culture and history as they relate to the Hole-in- the-Rock pioneers.

10. Displays/kiosks: Develop displays and interpretive information throughout the site to
convey the remarkable challenges and accomplishments of the Fort’s/Bluff’s first inhabitants.
11. Kumen Jones Ruin: Phase |: Secure and preserve the ruin walls to the extent that is
possible and safe. Phase Il: If the wall can be secured/stabilized, a small amphitheater will be
developed. The ruin with the ruin wall serving as a backdrop. The small amphitheater is to be
used for fireside chats, programs, etc. Phase Ill: When funds become available, rebuild the
home.

12. Other Complementary Structures: Structures that were not part of the original fort will be
considered when it is determined that a pertinent pioneer story or stories cannot be told
within the forts log structures or visitors center.

[Il. Pioneer Histories/Stories:
Collect and share histories and photographs pertinent to the Hole-in- the-Rock /San Juan
Mission and other related stories of the 1879-1899 period.

IV. Education and Communication

1. Regularly publish and distribute a newsletter (print and electronic media) that highlights
the foundation’s projects and conveys the pioneer stories.

2. Develop and enhance a website that provides trail information and perpetuates the stories
of the San Juan pioneers.

V. Fund Raising

1. Apply for grants and seek donations from individuals and organizations to support the
foundation’s projects.

2. Sell items at the welcome center that will help visitors take memories of the fort home, as
well as sustain the fort’s operating expenses.

3. Provide services which will also contribute to the visitors’ total pioneer experience and
which will help cover the annual operating costs of the facility. These services may include
such things as handcart rentals and refreshment sales.

The above mission and scope statement was last updated and ratified by the board of
directors on Nov. 21, 2009. (From the HIRF website)
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FIRESIDE 7:00 PM AT BLUFF FORT ON APRIL 6, 2008 COMMEMORATING THE PIONEERS

ARRIVAL IN BLUFF IN 1880. By Corinne Roring
Welcome to you all to our first fireside in the log meeting house 1880 to 2008 - 128 years. We are grateful

for a calm day! | want to welcome Karl and LaRue Barton to our great project of rebuilding Bluff Fort. They
have acquired the Jens Nielsen house. So great to have their interest and talent here. To work in the Fort
is to bond with the Fort.

BLUFF FORT IS JUST MEANT TO BE. By that | seriously say that every project undertaken here has
materialized when it was supposed to happen and not before. Someone seems to be pushing or slowing
until the time is right. | have learned to press on but not to worry - if the time is right it happens! Hard
work yes, but a joy. Except for the weeds and ants that love this Fort. | am officially known as the weed
and ant killer, but I am losing the battle.

FORT BEGINNINGS: | apologize if some of this seems too personal, but my assignment is to keep the fire
going. My neighbor asks me,” why are you doing a Fort?” As they point to my head, etc. the only answer
is that one is “out in the night”, a little loony” or just plain crazy. It all fits! | blame it on the sunburns
acquired in Bluff in earlier years. many summers | would ride the mail truck from Blanding with Dorothy
Butt to swim in the Bluff pool, and to float on a big board and watch the white clouds move over the high
cliffs and feel the warmth of the sun until by the third day | would be beet red and burning. Dorothy
would tan beautifully but for me the freckles would blend some and then burn. Still the process was
repeated summer after summer. Oh, the hills of Bluff- so peaceful and quiet that only the bark of a dog
broke the silence. | could go on and on. Maybe some of you here were so lucky back then. When | heard
my father talk about growing up in Bluff and feel the love he had for the people in the place, | realized
how in a small way what he meant. He always said when he got rich, he was going back to Bluff and
rebuild the Fort for he knew where everything was and where everyone lived. The seed was planted, and
bonding to the fort is easy and fun and hard. But when was any project easy in Bluff?

Thanks to Gary and Sharon Guyman who owned about 2/3 of the Fort block and wanted to see it
returned to a Fort. They sold it to the little Letty Jones foundation with me as trustee. This property is
now deeded to HIRF. Other smaller pieces also became available. The first season we spent hauling
truckloads of debris and trash off this property. Weeds had free reign for 90 years making dry, deep build
up. We fix that; we burned! The next spring here they came back fierce and strong and green. We had
only fertilized!

Next out of the blue came a call from Graig Taylor, the grandson of George Hobbs, the scout for the Hole
In The Rock expedition, expressing an interest in preserving the Joseph Barton cabin. The only cabin left
of the Fort. A work week was set, and after | had tons of dirt and bushes hiding the cabin removed, Craig
came with two helpers and with Gary and me the Gopher and my little grandson Craig, and in a hard
week the cabin and breezeway roof was on.

My grandson Craig spent his 8th birthday shoveling and spreading the dirt on the Barton cabin roof
because he weighed much less than any of the men. The little guy really worked! | might add he has spent
every June 11th birthday working on the Fort. He really got a little burned out and so on his 17th birthday
he came to the Fort but only to check it out. Now it is his birthday tradition, and he is trained as the next
generation. Isn't that the way it works?

Surveying the finished roof Graig Taylor turned to me and said what next Corinne? Now | had company
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we both were a bit loony, but the fire was burning. The log meeting house of course. We do lots of
telephone brainstorming.

THE LOG MEETING HOUSE!! Impossible! Could never cut a tree on the river as the pioneers did. Gary came
up with a solution the dead cottonwoods on the old irrigation canal north of Blanding! David Kimberly just
happened to have logging equipment, and bless him, he cut, loaded, sawed and moved the heavy logs four
times. With only one picture of the meeting house to work from we built this cabin, which we think is a
good copy. Let me read how Albert Lyman who also grew up in bluff, described the Cottonwood houses in
early Bluff:

“Our houses were built of the Rams-horn breed of Cottonwood trees, and walls both in and out with
wonderful irregularity, and chinks ranged from nothing to a foot wide. Roofed with thick coats of sand,
which feathered out into a crop of runty sunflowers and stinkweeds, if the weed seed had time to sprout
before the wind carried the sand away. Whether it raised weeds or blew away, it never turned the rain,
which dropped dismally long after the sky cleared. These houses had doorways without glass, and floors
which required sprinkling at intervals to lay the native dust and tempted the soil to harden. In 1890 all of
Bluff’s approximately 25 families lived in log houses and all the public buildings parentheses which included
the post office, hotel, church, and schoolhouse were built of logs. With our roof we cheated, and it has a
membrane on the log roof, then sod then dirt. The doors of this LOG MEETING HOUSE have never been
locked by us. It is here to be of service to this community. We appreciate your interest in closing the doors
when it's left open or blown open by the wind. We had our first marriage in this building in October 2007.

The next project was the MONUMENT, the heart of the Fort, to put in granite the names of our dear
pioneers that made the incredible trek to San Juan in 1879-1880. They're call from the LDS church and their
journey was impossible, but they made it, just as many of them had made it pulling handcarts to Salt Lake
in an earlier trial period if life experience refined one, these faithful ancestors have truly been through the
refiner’s fire. The drive to raise the money for this monument was spearheaded by Curtis and Paula Jones
and Norman and Ruth Nielsen. Descendants and friends contributed $30,000 for this project. Go read the
inscription on it by David Miller, then go visit Cemetery Hill where many made their last journey,
remembering their sacrifice and hardships, and we have a piece of cake!

The lumber covered building east of here is the old state road shed, and is our storage shed and the camp
room for workers and gophers to the Fort.

The small hex building or Hogan south of the shed, we just acquired in January this year (2008). It will be an
Indian museum and Information Center for now until we can get funding to rebuild the big co-op store for
an Information Center and museum. We are still trying but always it is having enough money that holds our
projects back. But as the Great Dane Jens Nielsen said, “You have to have stick a da tudy you cannot fail! “
so in that light we will do just that.

Thanks to all of you for your help in sharing your talents in so many ways that adds so much to this project.
This FORT WILL BECOME A DESTINATION. last year 5000 visitors to this Fort signed our register, and
watching we feel about a 1/3 sign. Thank you for joining us in beautiful Bluff. Today as we honor the first
pioneers to Bluff, | feel we are all pioneers of our time here. | have requested us to sing a simple little song
later. it's called “l am a child of God.”
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Itis as if Annie Andarson is feaching up and placing bor hand
on her great-great er's ! as she touches the
headstone of Bishop Jens Nielson, the “fathar of But" Anaie's
father’s side of the famlly - the Anderson & Anderson law fim -
donated the legal work pertaining to the Bluff cematery praser-
vation project.

A dedi d feader who wealhered life's tials with sty and
fortituda, akvaye preaching “cticksty Wuity,” Bahop Nickion also
had & tender sida. as linsteatad in this litile known story:

In the spring of 1906 42-year-oid May Lyman Jones was
burned badly while rescuing her infant son from & fire. She died
from %he injury, leaving a family of nine sons and one litiie daugh-
ter, Mamie. Dunng the tuneral services, Bishop Nielsen hald
Marmis ard 1ok [ s 1w cied broken-nesrtegly, “Poor chlid,
why couldn't thoy have talien me instead?"

The Historic Bluff Pioneer Cemetery
was saved from development due to
the efforts of Corinne Roring and
others. Corinne led a fundraising
campaign raising over $88.000 in a
matter of months. The cemetery
eventually was signed over to the
Hole in the Rock Foundation.

Tongue-In-cheek, Winstan Hirst mpartad that in his Aunt Lucrstia Rannoy Lyman's history of

Bluff, she refemred to Charles asa sent" Charles d ved in Biuff the last 20
years of hils life. A renowned photographer of the early \West, he captured the essence of Bluff
with his camera, leaving a priceless legacy.
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Preserving remnants of an drduous expedltl()n

Bhuff pioneers’
seltlement being
restored

By Lisa Cyunen
Syxcatio The §

Pateenr:

TAIRF — In April 1800, six

months after secting off on

o O L s aeduoss
expoditions in Amorican pio-
necr history, the San Juan Mis
sion gromp of .18 missionarics
arrrved on the banks of (e San
Juan River and declaved their
Jomrrey dhni.

Several miles short of their
intended destination —a point
1 ylwrss Mowibezunsa Crock
joing the San Junn River — the
250 weary sutilers could travel
o further: Their efforts w blaze
& trail inrough stone — they fusd
Bammcred avoy sindutonc o
widen a route down (o the Colo:
rado River's west bank —
ever edrmied Lo recosnition as
e Hole-ho-the-Rocks pioneors.

Iheir goal: to conmect sith-

‘They had Jaunched Mbm:l\
bresking ek i November 1546
from a spring 4) miles south of
modernday Esealante.

The group named their new
community Bluff City and
quickly set about constructing
log homes. The picneers used
the homes’ outer walls to form
the boundaries of a fort. They
built a meeting house and began
developing an irrigation system
to draw San Juan River water to
the parched desert fields.

“When they arrived, they had
not even intended to live ina
fort,” says Utah historian Lam-
ont Crabtree. “But Mormon
leaders suggested they stay to-
mher until things were stabi-

'Doday. alog cabin owned by
Hole-in-the-Rock member Jo-
seph F. Barton is all that re-
mains of the original 40 homes
that were the Bluff Fort settle-
ment. In 1998, volunteers and
historic preservationists formed
the Hole in-the-Rock Foundation
to restore the original Barton
cabin, once part of the fort's
west wall,

In association with the
Monticello-based Letty Jones
Heritage Foundation, the group
raised more than $150,000 from
private contributions and foun-
dations to purchase the Darton
cabin site, build a reproduction
of the 1880s meeting house and
buy surrounding properties
where the fort once stood.

“It's a story that needs to be
preserved,” says foundation Di-
rector Corinne Roring. “Those
ploneers made such an incredi-
ble journey. They were exhaust-
ed. When they arrived here,
there was nothing left in man or
beast.”

Last month, volunteers in-
stalled an interpretative display
inside the meeting house, depict-
ing daily life in the setilement. A
display inside the restored Bar-
ton cabin tells the Barton family

Story, The Bt kot 18 spen
year-round for free self-guided
tours. Fort bulldings are never
locked, and ¥isitors are always
weleome, Roring says.

ST would 1ike to make the fort
a place of peace and rest and
shade,” she says. “It's a rusting
place, just like BIuf became the
resting place for the Hole-in-the-
Rock settlers,”

Later this year, Roring hopes
to complete installiation of'a
stone monument inseribed with
1he names of the 250 men,
women and children who made
the diffieult trek from Escalante
to Bluff. A dedication coremony
18 planned for April 2005, com-
memorating the 125th anniver-
saxy of the Liole-in-the-Rock ex-
pedition’s arrival in Bluff,

But Roring must raise ax ad-
ditional $6.000. She s4id she is
counting on relatives of the orig-

- inal pioneer families, and those

intenested in preserving the
state’s history will help make up
the project shortfall.

Crabtree calls the Hole-In-
the-Rock expedition one of the
most important LS missions
because the road forged by the
pinheers allowed colonization of
the southcastern resches of
Ulah, and later parts of Colovady
and New Mexico. Preserving the
Barton cabin and the old Bluf
Fort site is vital becausc so little
physical evidence remains from
these original settlers, he says.

“This is really the only tingi-
ble remnant of any of the dwell-
ings of the Hule-in-the Rock plo-
neers, and thus, the oldest pio-

neer dwelling in {he entire
county and pmh.;h‘iy the entire
our-corners region,” Crabtree:
says of lhe Barton homestead.

Ichurchigeitlink. net

Oe section of the Joseph F. Barton el o g sharteud, believed (o be what s nov kmown as e Hole--Lhe-ick
obov, i8S been completely rastored, and the  yrqy, appeared 1o1b¢ 2 sultzble soute. BuLILproved i iffuull. Kost ol
two adjacent cabins were escavated aspart  ihe pigneces spont the winter at Forty ¥ie Spring.

of tie BIaff Fort preservation prolect. Left,a . ..o group camped at the top of the nofcl thal is [ha hale in tha Rack,
replica of the original 18805 meeting BOUSe, 114 qynr fhe winter, uspd pickaves, shovels and other Band tools Lo widen
which served as a school, commurity hail,and e crack <o Uieir 83 waqons cowdd pass through.

chisch, was tha center of socia) and religious 4, o0 ¢ 1880 the pioneers slowly descended Hhrough e crack - 2

Mt for Ui 250 wen, e ok Clibdren ol 00 of cogve 2.0 feel will) an aerage grade of 25 degrees, 200 Some
ihe tioke-in-the-Rock expedition, & dedication 05555 croop as 45 dagrees. Thy were fiien (esrie agiuas e

catomeny is planoed for April 2005
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Hl'mrm; |ulner 1879-80 mission fo Bluff City
In April 1879, 3 scouting party, fed by Sitas S, Smith, left Paragunal in
soulhwest Utah to find a gecd route for lhe San Juan Mission expedition.
S tiuains foler, Uee ploseers arrived in BIUEF City. A look ot the jowney:

L84 RO RTE

200 fost wide Colarado fliver, ikl e b

A 2004 Salt Lake Tribune article
summarized the 1879-80 pioneer
trek through Hole-in-the-Rock to

Bluff, the restoration of the Joseph

Barton cabin, and the opening of

the Bluff Fort visitor center in the
Log Meetinghouse replica.

1982 Newspaper Photo of the Joseph Barton
Cabin San Juan Record, Vol 64 No 49, Decem-
ber 29, 1982. Corinne Roring Collection



Modern History of Bluff Fort

What You Need to Know:

Docents (Tour Guides)

Staff the Visitor Center
Show tourists around the Fort

Invite guests to watch a video
explaining the expedition

Tell stories of teamwork, sacri-
fice, cooperation, and faith

Are provided an orientation
packet containing helpful infor-
mation regarding local points of
interest, pioneer stories, and
facts about the trek and the Fort

Have the opportunity, if you de-
sire, to garden, quilt, make rugs,
assist in construction projects,
visit local sites, etc.

Bask in the serenity of the area

Why Volunteer at
Bluff Fort

Ieet peogle from every corne of the world
who need, and who want fo know about the
faith, hope, and determination of the dedi-
cated Hole in the Rack pioneers.

= Youselect a convenient schedule”

o lell pioneer stories that tug at tha heart
and dernonstrate their deermination to
acomnplish the sexnmyly nnpussille

« Experience the joy of serving cihars

» Develop special relationships that vl last
& lifetime and beyond

»  NO fedious memorization of script

«  Liveathome in yourltaier &t afll ser-
wice park, or stay in a new apartment 172
biock from the Fort

+  Recpive milnaga mimhursamant ar hous-
ing assistance

»  Caich the =oirit of these pioncars

« Do Something More™~ Padicipate ina
lifc changing expencnce

As the old advertsement declared
“Try it Youll ke it"

For the Experience of a
Lifetime Contact:

Grant Taylor (801) 971-5306
or
Corinne Roring (435) 587-2484

You may also send inquires to:
inquiry@hirf.org

Still not sure this is for you — Talk
directly with some docents — feel free
to call any or all of the following:

Erlene Taylor (801) 756-9196

LaMar Helquist (801) 225-9096

Grant or Nina Taylor --
(801) 971-5306

Graig Taylor (801) 836-2402

We encourage you to visit our

Hole in the Rock Foundation

web page — hirf.org

P.O. Box 476
Bluff, Utah 84512

WE NEED YOU

Those who have participated indicate it is an un-
telievable expenence - Come be part of the joy

= . . { cnjoy sharing the pioncer atarica with the

next genarsfion, they need o know shout the sac-

rifinas mads hy othiars sn they minght anjoy the
cominris of today ... *

1 just love the opponunty o meel So many won-

deful poople”
Visitors indicate the Fort is wonderful,
come be part of that experience

Garmany - Itis Beautiful’ - “We are sothankiu 1o get

1o know your pioneer history™

Belgium - "We leamed & lot, thank you' — “We will be
back”

Israel - "Great hospitalty - amazing stony

Taly - W fuend o gresal Ginrs lnsres®

Spain - Vary Nice™ - "Wonderur”

Canada - A Vary Cliring Mace” — "Avondsdul

Project” - .
Malne - "Very well done, enjoyed = immensaly"
Boston, Mass - "Crast Job - greatidea”
California - "Glac to see this restoration”
Seattie, Wash. - "Fasanating film™ — "thank you®
Arizona - "Wengeul! — “Awesome” - “greal”

Be among the first
to serve in the New Visitors Center to be con-
stiocted tis Rl 10will be 2 eplics of e
originol Co op Store shown helow.

"Achieving the
Seemingly
Impossible™

Why You Are
Needed at Bluff Fort

“Have | done any good in the
World today?
Have | helped anyone in need?

The words of this familiar hymn go
on to encourage us to do more
than dream. They remind us that
“doing good is a pleasure, a joy
beyond measure, a blessing of
duty and love.”

WE INVITE YOU TO EXPERIENCE

JOY BEYOND MEASURE AS A
DOCENT AT BLUFF FORT, UTAH

Benefits to You
Long tasting joy wal come from e experi-
s, canaladede, saisfaction, happy
faces, and personal growth you will have
from sharing the amazing sloras of the dadi-
cated pinneers whn sattiad this hallowead
Qround.

*"RLUFF FORT

YOU SELECT A SCHEDULE
THAT IS BEST FOR YOU

© Seave vow day @ week ) e seosun,
sorve daily for 3 wesk or more during the
seaaon, o join ua for a month. You chooac
whal ic boet for you.

Descendanss of these faithful men and womeri
have worked te construct lamilly cabins to
honor their ancestors. The pages of their jour-
nale contain the heart folt stonoe fold within the
walls of thesa cabin replicas.
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Kumen Jones Home Ruins ~
State Road Shed

Log
Meetinghouse

e

Relief.Society

Building

UNDC/Double
Hogan Visitors
Center

the Log Meetinghous build, but before cabins were in place. Erlene Taylor copied
the photograph from the wall of Corinne Roring’s home.
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Modern History of Bluff Fort

Early Bluff Fort Brochure

Why Visit
Bluff Fort, Utah

« Experience life as it was in 1880

« Photograph your-
self / family on a
real covered
wagon or pulling &
handcart

Imagine life in a 130
year old, one room
cabin that was home to
the Barton's and their

Bluff Fort Is FREE to
The Public

Actuil Comments from a few Visitors:

Fngland - "Very inter
pride fio i 3
ter - Fasginating” -~ “Marvelous restoratinn and build-
) ot

Germany - "It is Beautitul™ - * re so thunkful to

et 1o know your proneer histor

very nice” “Loved it™ - “Inspi;
Belgium - “We leamed a Jot, thank you" - “We will
be back™

Tsrael - “Gireat hospitzlity - amazing story™

Italy - “We had a great time here’
ing - well done™ - “Wonderful™

“Very interest-

Canada - A Very Stirring Place, well cared for --
A wur il Project” —
Florida

Texas - "Amazing accomplishment" — "iaformative”

fearned se much" - "nice"

Maine - "Very well done, enjoyed it immensely"

Boston, Mass - "Great Job - great ides”

k - "Real dedication, many changes since our

THE WORLD IS
WELCOMED WITHOUT
CHARGE AT

Historic
Bluff Fort,
Utah

ond tme here.

seven children Tast visit in 2004"
California - "Glad to sce this restoration” -~ "very
« Learn what happened to the famous Good" - "What & trek, interesting” L
outlaw Fred Starr when he fried to rob 3 ok Mpriii Gru w o
the co-op store .‘;Nrmc‘ “’:l!fl. }-u&.:nnurfki x.,n? ; lhn:lmk \ “,I. The place, John Wayne,
Arizonw - “Wonderful" - “Awesome! -~ “greal
remarked
» View a video of the actual trial blazed
by these dedicated pioneers
«+ Listen to pioneer sto- For Information “Where God
ries and journal en- Please Visit
tries www.hirf.org or Call Put Tl;"e
(435) 672-9995 West'
« Step inside a real In-
dian dwelling Bluff Fort is located Hirtorg
[ on Utah State
[ Highway 191
|
Bluff Is easy to find since it is
located right on Utah State
Highway 191
Bluff Fort Offers These dedicated men, women, and
- A Visitors Center and Gift Shop Shildren‘acoomplished the' seeimingly
Old {Open from 9 am to 6 pm - Mon - It has often been said, a picture is mp_oss:ble.l Come and be inspired by
Sat - March 1st to Oct. 31st) worth a 1,000 words but to walk the tcr;;;gommnmem. hardwork-and ded|-
rounds of Bluff Fort i rth :
brOChure « Free Tours of the Buildings during 210(;‘0 pictures = ot fs wo ? . ) . .
. . normal hours (see above) Their story will stir feelings of
inside s Ffesaocessloihagmunds 41 We Invite you to Come and accomplishment within you.
Visit - You will be glad you did
page. « Full size replicas of: i

14 Family Cabins

The social hall / meeting house
The Blacksmith shop

And other important buildings

A video showing San Juan Hill
where seven teams of horses were
necessary to pull each wagon to
the top

New CLEAN Restrooms

Tour Buses Welcome

Individuals and groups of people from
around the world have
“A plished the Seemingly
Impossible.”

Such is the story of the Hele in the Rock
Pioneers who established a wagon trail
across the inhospitable, yet
breathtakingly beauliful terrain of
Southeastern Utah.

There is NO Charge to visit the Fort
It is FREE to Everyone
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The Bluff Fort interpretive site is open year round
for free, self-guided tours. The meetinghouse is
available for meetings, receptions, reunions, etc

Future plans for the site include additional in-
terpretive displays, the reconstruction of the co-
op storefvisitors center, additional log cabins and
public conveniences.

It is our objective to preserve the site and pro- |
vide a meaningful experience for visitors, Please
assist us in maintaining and expanding this his-
tarical site by making a tax-deductible donation.

For additional
website:

Hole-in-the-Rock Foundation |
Box 476, Bluff, UT 84535

old
brochure
front and
back.
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http:\www hirf.org

| B
information  please visit our |

In 1879-80, Mormon pioneers builta wagon road
between established communities in southwestern
Utah and the Four Corners area. They were fulfill-
ing an assignment from their church (The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints} to establish a
settlernent in the area and nurture peaceful rela-
tions with the Utes and the Navajos. Their journey
turned into an ordeal of unparalleled difficulty as
they spent six months blazing a route across some
of the most broken and rugged terrain in North
America, including a path through the Hole-in-the-
Rock (a crevice in the Colorado River gorge).

nt of the slonzers’ ascant up Cottowocd Carpon, Hole-in-the-
backgrourd. Courtesy of The Utsh Buard of Education.

Upon their arrival in the San Juan area in April
1880, they established a small community called
Bluff City. Their first dwellings were one-room log
cabins. The cabins were lined up next to each other
to form the exterior walls of a fort where security
was achieved by everyone living in close proximity
to each other. The fort consisted of an open square
outlined by forty te fifty cabins whose doors and win-
dows all faced the center. A meetinghouse at the
north end of the fort was used as the church and
school and became the center of all social activity.

Only one of the fort’s log cabins has survived. It
was home to Harriet and Joseph Barton and their
eight children. Itis now stands as a reminder of early
home life on the San Juan frontier.

‘Hole-in-the-Rock Foundation

Preserving the history

and sharing the legacy of t
Hole-in-the-Rock Expedition
San Juan Mission

Barion cabin following sreservation wrrk

Through a series of circumstances, concerned in-
dividuals were brought together at just the righttime
tosave portions of the Barton cabin. During the first
week of June 1997, volunteers throughoutthe state
convened at the cabin site. In one week's time, one
room of the cabin was restored, and the other rooms.
were excavated and preserved as an interpretive
site.

As volunteers feverishly worked to preserve the
cabin, a dream and vision that was to extend far
beyond the task at hand was launched. Since that
time, most of the Bluff City block associated with
the Barton cabin (which was the site of the Bluff
Fort} has been acquired. The property has been
cleared, and a replica of the Bluff Meetinghouse

roof is dirt,

has been built on the site. It was constructed as
authentically as possible. Its location, size and
shape are the same as the original. As with the
original, the replica’s logs are cottonwood and the

niterior of the Maztinghouse (replca)




Modern History of Bluff Fort

HOLE INTHE ROCK
PIONEERS
BY THE NUMBERS

The Peoyle (Bluff 1880) ‘

Men (19 and older) = 43
Average age = 33.5

| Women (19 and older) = 29
Average age = 28

Children (under 19) = 120 s |
Average age =7
Traveled on (or home) = 66
The Company
| Individuals = 258
Wagons = 83
Draft animals = 200 (approx)
Loose stock = 1800 (approx)

The Road
i Escalante to “Hole” = 65 mi
' “Hole™ to Bluff = 120 mi
Miles per day = 1.7

GETTING HERE

| The “Hole”
I Elevation = 4329° [
Descent to the Colorado = 1800° |
Steepest slope = 459 |
Averags shope = 25°
Discontinued late 1881 in
favor of Halls Crossing

Dhstsinves ure appeoximaie

Bluff is easy to find
on U.S. Route 191

BLUFF FORT HISTORIC SITE

550 East Black Locust (st US-191)
Bl UT 84512
T: 435-672-9995
www BlutiFon.org

BLUFF FORT
HISTORIC

SITE

Lindianreted < Hode in the Ricd. Lyom Ciriffin. by permission

IMPOSSIBLE JOURNEY

In April, 1880, 230 pioneens arrived here, concluding a
seemingly Journey, during which

shx-manth, impossible

they established o wagon road across the most
inhospitable, frpassible, yet bresthiakingly beastiful
terruin. These dedicated pioneer men, women and

children accomplished the seemingly impossible during

a aix month trial of their faith, devotion and character.

Their 2,000 foot descent through The Hole-in-the-Rock

1o the Colorado River was just one trial of their faith,
devotion and character, Come down and learn more!

Whsmmmes)

s Cova Stove completend im vy

Brochure
used in —d
WHAT TO DO
2 O 2 4’- Visitor's Center (Open year-round)
Replica of the Co-op Store
Knowledgeable and friendly staff
Gift Shop

Replicas of family cabins

Stories of pioneer families
Meeting House/Social Hall
Blacksmith Shop

Video about the amazing pioneer
Jjourney to colonize and establish
peace in the arca

Covered wagons

Hand carts
Indian dwellings
Oppnmmny to take photos in

pioneer costumes

*  Craft center where you can watch
quilts, rugs and other items being
made

*  Original art by local artists

*  Lynn Griffin art prints
*  Annual International Balloon
Festival

. "

Ooeugionl Cooeqy Soume bl 1ny,
ostrvmed sy

THE SAN JUAN/BLUFF MISSION

UNIQUE AMONGST WESTERN COLONIZATION ENDEAVORS

1. The San Juan Mission/Bluff expedition (sent
by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-duy
Saints. under the direction of Church President
John Taylor) was the last organized wagon
train of its size in the United States.

2. No wagon road was built through rougher
MMwﬁnHobianmiL

lhhnhl«mmumkmmu
ha. the San Juan pioneers to traverse the
250 miles to BlulT as it took some of the same
pioneers to pull hand carts 1300 miles from
Winter Quarters to Salt Lake City. The San
Juan Missionaries a ed only 1,7 miles per
day, a slower average th Trail
ew«ﬁmﬁ.lhcﬂrighm m—HM«m

6, The trail covered about 250 miles for most
of these pioneers. All traveled 60 miles from
Escalante to the “Hole” (Colorado River) and
120 miles from the River to Blufl.

7.The trail provided a crucial supply and
access link between the Four Corners area and
the western Utah settiements. For one year the
Hole-in-the-Rock Trail was used for
bidirectional travel. In 1881 part of the
original route including the Hole-w-me-Rock
was bypassed in licu of Halls In
1886, when the railheads reached
Cahrldn.dxtm’lwuﬁmmnuedun
supply route.

expeditions, the
and even the ill-fated Donner Party expedition.

4. The San Juan Mission was the first and
probably the only settlement purposely placed
to twe Indian nations with the goal of
i hing better Indian refations,

mmllvm':*nlﬂrmiuiomﬁua
the time of the expedition’s beginning was 18.
The average age of the adults only ( 18or
wﬂmnmwmmd
the mission were

the age of 18, Twenty-five of the m
between the age of two weeks and one year,
and over 38 members of the expedition were
single adults.

.

ofumou:hlluc’uu-itumvﬂlnlly
cut trai its sites.
muwdhs“mrm'

— Lamont Crabtree, 2005
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A GLORIOUS AFFAIR
DEDICATION OF THE BLUFF MONUMENT
You are cordially invited 1o the dedication of the “Hole-in-the-Rock™
Monument and the Bluff Fort Site in Bluff, Utah. April 9, 2005 et 10:00 am.
Bishop I David Burton will be our honored guest.
Local people please bring your lawn chairs for outdoor seating.

There will he food vendors aftor the program

For more information, contact:

Normun Nielson 435 678 2733 Curtis Jomes 435 678 2731
Corinne Roring 433-387-2484 Mike Hulliday 435-678-2351
Monument slab
being inserted. Pige 3
Unfinished i it ot
Relief Society i
. . - Sent: diny, Feewry 18, 2008 2:22 P
building in left St Desinl et
O oo, Aor 3, 005 W N o s AT e e ot
background. e drections, time of dedication, ohc. 31 any oty Information oo feei ko may caes. T
Corinne Roring Mk
photo. Ko it L
Hice ct tre Fresiclng Bshogeic
BL240-3705
vandedindraeg BIsh U oy
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Modern History of Bluff Fort

The Times Independent, Thursday, November 18, 2004

* by Lisa Church

contributing writer

In April of 1880, six
months after setting off on one
of the most arduous expedi-
tions in American pioneer his-
tory, the San Juan Mission
group of Latter Day Saints
missionaries arrived on the
banks of the San Juan River
and declared their journey
done.

Several miles short of
their intended destination, the
weary settlers could travel no
further, Called by the Mormon
church to forge a shorteut be-
tween southwestern LDS
settlements and the sparsely
populated southeastern por-
tions of what is now Utah, 250
men, women, and children
gathered in November 1879 at
Forty Mile Spring, south of
Escalante to begin the excur-
_siom.

Their efforts to blaze a
trail through stone — using
pick axes, shovels and other
hand tools they chiseled away
rock to widen a narrow crack
leading down to the west bank
of the Colorado River — forever
earned them recognition as
the Hole-in-the-Rock pioneers.
Though the trip through the
glot and the months of winter
travel that followed were slow
and difficult, all the pioneers
survived. When they srrived
in the newly anocinted Bluff
City, the group quickly set
about constructing log homes,
using their outer walls to form
the boundaries of a fort. They

built a_meeting houge _and

where the fort once stood.

“It's a story that needs to
be preserved,” says Corinne
Roring, director of the Tetty
Jones Heritage Foundation.
“These pionecrs made such an
ineredible journey. They were
exhausted. When they arrived
here, there was nothing left in
man or beast.”

Last month, volunteers
installed an interpretative
display inside the meeting
house, depicting daily life in
the settlement. A display in-
side the restored Barton ¢abin
tells the Barton family story.
The BIuff Fort is open year-
round for free self-guided
tours. Fort buildings arc never
locked, and visitors are always
welcome, Roring says.

“T would like to make the
fort a place of peace and rest
and shade,” she says. “It’'s a
resting place, just like Bluff
became the resting place for
the Hole-in-the-Rock settlers.”
Later this year, Roring hopes
to complete installation of a
stone monument inscribed
with the names of the 250
men, women and children who
made the difficult trek from
Escalante to Bluff. A dedica-
tion ceremony is planned for
April 2005, commemoraling
the 125 anniversary of the
Hole-in-the-Rock expedition’s
arrival in Bluff.

But Roring must raisc an
additional $6,000 Lo complete
the project. She said she ig

Continued on Page B2

2 = -1
system ta draw San Juan
River water to the parched
desert ficlds in the community
they named Bluff City.

“When they arrived, they
had nol even intended to live
in a fort,” says Utah historian
Lamoent Crabtree. “But Mor-
mon leaders suggested they
stay together until things
were stabilized.”

Today, a log cabin owned
by Hole-in-the-Rock member
Joscph F. Barton ia all that ro-
mains of the original 40 homes
that were the Bluff Fort settle-
ment, Since 1998, volunteors
and higtoric preservationists
formed the Hule-in-the-Rock
Faundation to restore the
original Barton cabin, once
part of the fort’s woest wall,

In association with the
Mlonticello-based Letty Jones
Heritage Foundation, the
group raised more than
§150,000 from private conlri-
butiona and foundations to
purchase the Barton cabin
site, build a reproduction of
the 18808 moeuting house and
buy surrounding propertics
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LDS Church News
“On the Shoulders of those
gone before. Tribute paid
to those who settled Bluff,
Utah.” Week ending April
26,2005
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Nearly 500, including LDS Presiding
Bishop, attend Bluff Fort dedication

Nearly 500 people, many de-  Bluff, with strong gusts and cold
scendants of the original Hole In  winds, however the group of
the Rock pioneers, gathered in  hundreds seemed to enjoy the
Bluff on April 9 with H. David  day's activities,

Burton, the presiding Bishop of  In addition to a speech and
the Church of Jesus Christ of dedicatory prayer by Bishop
Latter-day Saints, to dedicate Burton, others who spoke at the
recently rebuilt Bluff Fort. event include Lamont Crabtree,

April 6, 2005 was the 125th  Corrine Roring, Graig Taylor,
anniversary of the arrival of the John Blickenstaff, LaMar
Hole-in-the-Rock pioncers in  Helquist, along with a tradi-
Bluff. tional Navajo blessing by Curtis

The dedication is the culmina- Yanito and music by Stan
tion of several years of hard Bronson, Shawna Lloyd and

work by a number of area resi- Ruth Kimmerle.

dents, led by Carrine Roring. In In addition to the dedication,
addition to Roring, Lamont Bishop Burton enjoyed a bouncy
Crabtree, LaMar Helquist, trip to San Juan Hill

Graig Taylor, and Gary and  Terri Winder writes about the
Sharon Guymon contributed to  event on page 3 of this issue of
the reconstruction of the Fort.  the San Juan Record

1t was a typical April day in
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H. Dawd Burton, the Presiang Bishop of the Church of Jesus Chist of Lstier<dmy Saints, shares e
houghts betore ofenng e deBCAIDry praer on Apri @ at the Histonc Buft Fon The past week

marked the 1256h anniversary of the armviil of the Hole in ine Fock Moneers o Bl Statl photo

Taking a little part of Bluff home with you

by Tern Winder the hundreds gathered far the

“We have a sandpile over dedication would take Cormne
there.” Corinne Roring toid the  up on her suggestion and the
crowd gatherod fur the Blufl  wind begun to blow carrying
Fort dedicntion an April © “Be-  the sand with it. No ane had
fare yuu leave, gnover and put 1o even get near the sandpile
# litle hit of Bluff sand into  thesand enine to them. It blow
your pochet * nto hair, eyes, and mouths, it
Bul then, someons, some-  wifled through clothes and

Niclson stickity-tuity-ness
abowt 1t that waukd pot brush
off. By the time the program
was over, the participants had
a literal taste of whot the Bluff
pianeers experiencod day m
and day out

Bluff was not the end of

the trail ~ or the wnd of the
7

TRER S

THE SAN JUAN RBXC

through the Hole in-the-Rack|
it only marked « now chapter|
in @ book of hardship and
heartache
Perhaps this is where thel
term “True Geit”™ exme from:|
referring to those who could|
survive the grittiness of the|
weather, an well us the gritti-
nese of the unrefined living
canditions. And yet. it was|
svmbolsc of sandpapor, which
in its very harshness crestes|
@ smooth and refined finish.
fur the Bluff pionesrs have be.
ovme. by right. some of thel
most admired and revered|
poople in Utnh history.
Cotinne has displayed true)
gt ae ahe hae taken on thel
tank of preserving Bluff p-
neer history, urging others (0|
do the same. The wpirls thiet
provailed at the dedication
was nat swept away by thel
strung winds. it was anly rein
furced as partacipants reflocted|
an pinasers. cold wnd bungr
and exposed 1o raw elements
coupled with the fanr ol dis

case, nck of cummuniention,
and Indian fuctors

The site fostees o feeling of
grutitude fur modern conve
viences and comforts, buil
mnee w0, o feeling of gratitude
for these who went before fon]
thetr faith, aptimism and per-

Bluff Fort Monument
Dedication April 6, 2005.
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“Sand and Stone,” by R. Val Johnson, 2011 July Ensign, pp. 40-45. This article helped put Bluff Fort on the map!
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The Hole-in-the-Rock Foundation.
Preserving the history and sharing the
legacy of the Four Corners region.

Advertisement for Bluff Fort in “101
Ways to Experience San Juan County
2021.” The page is repeated each year
in the travel magazine printed by the
San Juan Record. www.sjr101.com
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“Faith to Answer the Call.”

By Elder Jeffrey R. Holland Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

From a regional stake conference broadcast address delivered on September 12, 2010 at
Brigham Young University. Ensign July 2011

In 1849, just two years after the Saints had entered the Salt Lake valley, Elder Parley P.
Pratt of the Quorum of the 12 apostles led an expedition to the south. The farther south the
expedition went, the more difficult the terrain became. After the men had dropped 3,000 feet
(940 meters) from the rim of the Great Basin to the convergence of the Virgin and the Santa
Clara Rivers south of modern-day St. George, Utah, the terrain became dry and sandy,
volcanic and rugged. The scouts were not impressed. A journal says: “Passed . . . over a
rugged, stony, sandy, almost indescribable country, thrown together in dreadful confusion. . .
“A wide expanse of chaotic matter presented itself, consisting of huge hills, [red] deserts,
cheerless, grassless plains, perpendicular rocks, loose barren clay, . . .sandstone.. . ., lying in
inconceivable confusion - in short, a country in ruins, . . . turned inside out, upside down, by
terrible convulsions in some former age.”

But however, the land looked going south, the wind-whipped, erosion-gutted cliffs and
canyon wilderness of San Juan County to the east looked a lot tougher. Church leaders knew
that taming that rough, unchartered corner of the territory would be difficult, but they
nevertheless wanted to establish communities for the Church there. At the quarterly
conference of the Parowan stake in 1879, 250 people accepted the call by President John
Taylor to establish the San Juan Mission. With 80 wagons and nearly 1,000 head of cattle and
horses, they began to cut their way toward and through imposing, unexplored territory of
snow-capped mountains and towering stone pinnacles.

Seeking the shortest route to San Juan, those first explorers overcame one obstacle after
another, but soon faced the largest and most intimidating barrier of all: the impassable gulf of
the Colorado River gorge. Miraculously their weary scouts found a narrow slit in the canyon -
a crevice running 2,000 feet (610 meters) down the red cliffs to the Colorado River below.
This lone, near-lethal “hole in the rock” seemed to offer the only possible passage to the
eastern side.

For the most part, the slice in the sandstone was too narrow for horses and in some
places too narrow even for a man or woman to pass through. Sheer drops of as much as 75
feet (23 meters) would seem to have made it impossible for a mountain sheep, let alone
loaded wagons. But the hardy Saints were not going to turn back, so with blasting powder
and tools, working most of December 1879 and January 1880, they cut a precarious, primitive
road into the face of the canyon precipice.

With this roadbed finished, such as it was, the task was now to get the first 40 wagons down
the “hole.” The other wagons, waiting five miles (8 kilometers) back at Fifty-Mile Spring,
would follow later.

They organized themselves in such a way “that a dozen or more men could hang on
behind the wagon” with long ropes to slow its descent. Then the wheels were brake-locked
with chains, allowing them to slide but avoiding the catastrophe of the wheels actually rolling.
In one of the great moments of pioneer history, one by one the company took the wagons
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down the treacherous precipice. When they reached the canyon floor, they eagerly
started to ferry across the river with a flatbed boat they had fashioned for that purpose.
As it turned out, the Joseph Stanford Smith family was in the last wagon to descend that
day.

Stanford Smith had systematically helped the preceding wagons down, but somehow
the company apparently forgot that Brother Smith's family would still need help as the
tailenders. Deeply disturbed that he and his family seemed abandoned, Stanford moved
his team, wagon, and family to the edge of the precipice. The team was placed in front
and a third horse was hitched behind the wagon to the rear axle. The Smiths stood for a
moment and looked down the treacherous hole. Stanford turned to his wife, Arabella and
said, “I'm afraid we can't make it.”

She replied, “But we've got to make it.
He said, “If we only had a few men to hold the wagon back we might make it.”
Replied his wife, “I'll do the holding back.”

She laid quilt on the ground and there she placed her infant son in the care of her
three-year old Roy, and five-year-old Ada. “Hold little brother till Papa comes for you,”
she said. Then positioning herself behind the wagon, Belle Smith grasped the reins of the
horse hitched to the back of the rig. Stanford started the team down the hole. The wagon
lurched downward. With the first jolt, the rear horse fell. Sister Smith raced after him and
the wagon, pulling on the lines with all her strength and courage. She soon fell too, and
as she was dragged along with the horse, a jagged rock cut a cruel gash in her leg from
heel to hip. That gallant woman, with clothes torn and a grievous wound, hung on to
those lines with all her might and faith the full length of the incline all the way to the
river's edge.

On reaching the bottom and almost in disbelief at their accomplishment, Stanford
immediately raced the 2000 feet (607 meters) back to the top of the cliff, fearful for the
welfare of the children. When he climbed over the rim, there he saw them literally
unmoved from their position. Carrying the baby, with the other children clinging to him
and to each other, he led them down the rocky crack to their anxious mother below. In
the distance they saw five men moving toward them carrying chains and ropes. Realizing
the plight the Smiths were in, these men were coming to help. Stanford called out
“Forget it fellows. We managed fine. Bell here is all the help a fellow needs [to make this
journey.]” “Faith to Answer the Call,” by Elder Jeffrey R Holland, 2011 July Ensign. pp. 48-54

The last wagon down.
“Undaunted” painting by
Lynn Griffin.
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Bluff Fort aerial photo in 2011 by Kay Shumway.
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Bluff Fort Fireside given by Joseph Fielding McConkie, October 18, 2008

At a Bluff Fort Devotional Joseph Fielding McConkie, who was the son of Elder Bruce Redd
McConkie stated: “Places of historic, religious, and personal significance carry with them a special
and distinctive spirit. We know it has the spirit of place. This spirit unlocks feelings and
understandings that invite us to be a part of things bigger than ourselves. We sense that the ground
upon which we walk is sacred. The doctrine of sacred ground finds frequent expression in scriptural
text. The Bible begins with the story of Eden which it refers to as the garden of God and the holy
mountain. It ends with a reference to the Holy City which it previously identifies as the New
Jerusalem. In Bible texts it is not only the appearance of God or angels that makes a particular place
sacred but the faith and sacrifice that it called forth. By such a standard, Bluff, Utah founded April
6th, 1880, by a hearty company of Mormon pioneers whose faith and ‘sticky ta tudy’ is unmatched
in the annals of pioneering has claim to being sacred ground.

“One does not walk the fields of Gettysburg without feeling that the land has been hallowed by the
courage and blood of those who fought and died there. There is a spirit you'll feel when you enter
the old Constitution Hall in Philadelphia where our founding fathers risked both life and fortune to
give birth to a new nation. To walk the streets of old Nauvoo is to feel the presence of its original
citizens who you sense are there to meet you. So, it is at Bluff Fort, now being reconstructed by the
descendants of the Hole in the rock pioneers.

“This ground is hallowed by the faith and works of its original settlers. Though the elevation is only
4300 feet above sea level it stands as close to the stars and the heavens as one can get on this
mortal earth. It is a magnificent monument to the faith and courage of its original settlers.
Monuments are the sanctuary of memory. They constitute the holy mountain from which vantage
point we see the vision of the past, present, and future. They are the temple of memory which gives
meaning and purpose to all we do.”

“Bluff becomes to us as Salvation Knoll was to the four scouts sent from the hole in the rock to find
a way for the main company to travel. Disoriented by clouds and bad weather, they climbed this
imminence from which they were able to see the Blue Mountains and thus chart their course. So it
is that we as the descendants of the Hole in the rock pioneers return to this sacred ground both
physically and in memory to assure that we do not get lost in a wilderness of lesser things.

“How it might be asked does one return to a place that they have not been? To which the answer is
that a memory has been bequeathed you by your forebears of that which they believed and did.
The memory will be unlocked upon your return.

“And so it was that our family went back. We felt the spirit of Bluff, we stood and shared the vista
of Salvation Knoll. We climbed San Juan Hill and we marveled at the faith and the strength of those
who went before us. To share their vision, one must stand where they stood. To see is to believe.
Their invitation is simple, come and we will be here to meet you. As our blood is your blood, so our
story is your story.”
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3--Volunteer Opportunities

1. Volunteer for a day, a week, a month, or a season We have
mmmuummummmum-
munmmwbmmnmmmm
help us with quiting, rug-pulling. sewing, making curtains, and a myriad of other flerms
We aiso could use a few semi-skilled o some fumishings for

Mbmn&w.“hw;mnmmmmﬁmw
Our website, write articles for us. and do whatever it takes 1o make our fort stand out
as a first rate regional attraction

2 Duties of Volunteers
. nmmmummmﬂmmmqmwu
things that goes with construction You need not be skilled, just healthy
enough 1o do this type of work and have the desire 10 help

, pive 3

public. Muuwmmm-ommmm
the history of the fort and the expedition

. mmnwmum.mam Use
mul'wh; . 8nd bring plenty of sunblock. i you love the ouldoors, this
may you.

. mmﬁmmmnmnhmum
mmummmmwummumm

* We hope that we can all work together, and help to move the project forward
On siow days in one area. their should be things to do in other areas. If we
wm‘mmuwmummmm
Involved should increase

3. Volunteer Schedule

for personal and visiting local attractions, and having time
off. mw-nmna,m-mm.mmum
« For constnuction, and similar activities work--parties will be

4. Weather. The visitars center will be open from March il November, Over this
m,wﬂmmmmum While there is litle
snowfall in the Biuff are, there will be rai during
mnwmumm&nmmnmmu
wmmmmmmummdnm

Fam.mmmdmumuwmmuu
degrees--about ten degrees warmer than the Wasatch Front

5 Dress Standards.

* Since you will be dealing with the public, you are expected to dress in a manner
that will present a sound image and a .
mmumm.mmqrmmumm

. mmswumm‘mnm“.um
absoiutely necessary. Pattems for clothing may be available for those wishing
1o make clothing for themselves; in the pioneer tradition

+ Construction volunteers shouid dress ly for the task R

* B of the warm duning the summer months, you are highly
recommended to wear a hat or bonnet. and use sunblock.

+ Clothing g an image, or 0 graphics, slogans or

g for 1 rages, tobacco products, and ilems or ofa
mmmmum,mmmmwm.
mmmmmmmhmmmmw
be viewed by our guests as exempiary.

6. Hair, beards and mustaches should be neatly groomed. Again,
remember who you are dealing with. We want 1o present a positive image. conducive
1o leamning and the spirit of the locale

7. Accommodations. Volunteer couples will need 1o provide their own housing
For 2009--volunteers will need 1o bring trave! trailers or motor homes 1o the site
through June. After June, housing will be available across the street from the Fort for
a modest rental fee. There will be no minimum stay period. Contact Larue Barton for
rental costs.

Recreational vehicles can be parked on site, or at the KOA campground about one
block away. Motels and bed 'n fasts are nearby, igh local rates
seem to be higher than many other areas.

Restaurants in the Bluff area are few, but those that are here offer excellent food,
the cost may be somewhat higher than what might be expected Blanding, 3 modest
sized town about 21 méles north of Bluff offers grocery shopping and a wider choice of
restaurants, including fast food

mmm-mm.mm.wmwwm An
mmmmuhmanm«m—mummum\g

The “Cowboy Cabin” is available for single men coming to work on the site. in
same situations. small families can be accommodated. The Cowboy Cabin sieeps five
and has a restroom with shower and complete kitchen

LDS Church services are heid at the Bluff Chapel, located about 1/2 block dawn the
sireet. Other churches are in the area as well

mmwhammbm-hm.wmmm
astounding array of soft drinks, snacks. newspapers, and gasolines

M,mwmwmmmmmmmm;
but they can be obtained locally- J y in Bianding and

8. Social Activities. There is much to do around BIu, with hiking and 4-
anmmm mmwumrn:mw

See the LDS Church News article on the
following page.
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«Sacrifice revered.”

By Shaun D. Stahle,
Church News
November 8, 2008.

This discarded display board
was used in the old visitors'

center.

“If we only had a few
men to hold the
wagon back.” Elder
Jeffrey R. Holland of
the Quorum of the
Twelve. Church News
November 8, 2008.
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SONS OF UTAH PIONEERS ANNUAL TRIP LED TO SEVERAL MISSIONARY RECRUITS TO BLUFF FORT
June 1-6, 2009

Graig and Grant Taylor were guides on the SUP summer trip. They started in Cove Fort,
then Parowan Rock Church, Heritage Park, and Davenport Pottery Dig. The pioneers were all
called by the Parowan stake president. Tuesday, they went to the Iron Mission Museum and
then Pipe Springs National Monument. Lunch was at Jacob Lake Inn, then on to Antelope
Canyon, and then dinner in Page, AZ. Wednesday members of the group flew over Lake Powell
to Rainbow Bridge, and the Hole in the Rock and portions of the trail. In the afternoon they
floated down the Colorado from Glen Canyon Dam to Lee’s Ferry. Thursday morning, they
traveled to Monument Valley and were guests of the general manager, Ronnie Baird at their
trading post movie museum. Lunch included Navajo Tacos, and then on to Salvation Knoll for a
Dutch Oven dinner, served by Ben Black and company.

Friday, the group split into two, and one group went on ATVs to San Juan Hill and River
Ruin, while the other group toured Bluff Fort and the City of Bluff. That evening they were
served barbeque beef from Jacob Lake, with Rhubarb Crisp. They were entertained by Native
American singers and Steve Simpson’s son. Talks were presented by both Graig and Grant.
They were fed homemade sweet rolls with juice and milk before boarding the bus for home.

This tour was repeated twice. Stuart and Kristi Matheson were on one of the tours, and
later they were called to serve at Bluff Fort by Elder Steven E. Snow. Joe and Maureen Brandon
were also on one of the trips and came to serve at Bluff Fort with Frank and Elaine Rowley.

Laren and Judy Neilson were on one of the trips, and Judy invited Grant to come to visit
Chesterfield, ID, where they had served a mission for five years as guides. Grant and Jack
Powers (Fort carpenter) later visited Chesterfield and were hosted by the Neilson’s and the
Chesterfield Restoration Board. Jack and Grant gained some great ideas from that visit that are
still used and are part of the creation of the fixtures at Bluff Fort.

As the bus pulled out, Graig met Fred Jones and began talking about the cabin project at
the Fort. Fred offered a check for his family to build 3 cabins, i.e., Parley Butt, Sam Wood, and
Fredrick Jones (see Chapter Two).

“Never underestimate the spiritual power of temporal work.”
President Henry B. Eyring
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This map showing the explorers’ and subsequent Hole in the Rock routes hangs in
the Fort receiving front office (formerly the Cowboy Cabin).
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We are Excited to Announce Qur Fall Celebration

We hope to see you at Bluff Fort

Thanks

SPECIAL NOTE: Althou
all year

Inside this flyer you will find some critical information for you and your family -
Please review the dates and opportunities available to everyone -

gh Bluff Fort is open for self guided tours
the Visitor Center will close for the winter November to
March. If you are making a special trip and want to view the Hole in
the Rock video please contact LaRue Barton at 435 — 672-9967.
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Holeqn-the-Rock Foundation
“Achleving the Si i Through Dedication and Ci
The Jones - Wood — Butt - Gabin Assembly Project
October 14" to 17"  ~ 2009
Daily ltinerary for Bluff Fort Volunteers

PLEASE NOTE: We publish this itinerary knowing full well that it will change as we deal with
the daily realities of the reconstruction. Each work project brings new challenges, and new
opportunities to leam patience and flexibiity. We hope you will alza understand the need for
patience and flexibility. Renised 2 Oclober 2008

Travel Day And Your Arrival
» When you amive at the Fort, please go to the main registration area {by the Kitchen or in
the Visiters Center) whers you will check-in, sign a release form, get your name tag, and
be directed to a work assignment, Since many of the voluntsers will be strangers we
enceurage you to wear your name tag all week so others can get to know you
» Each of the work assignments is headed by a team leader. They will direct the team in
accomplishing the task in 8 safe, efficient and effective manner
* Your team leader will explain what needs to be accomplished. provide you with tools ard
instructions to help you in your task and answer any questions you may have.
« You may be asked to agsist in any or all of the: follkowing work:
Unioading supplies / materials from * Maintaining drinks and snacks at the aid

a

trucks, trailers. and cars stations
o Construction of the cabins « Cooking
o Landscaping + Buiding Shade structures
o Checking sprinkler systeme + Installing signs
o Chinking the cabin walls « Consiructing cement cabin pads
o Laying stone paths and walkways & #3e idaniil
o Constucting & fence Other work as it is identifiod

* Log de-barking
+ Installation of benches

o

Asslsting 2t the registration area

« Remembar the work day is not complete until all teols and supplies are returned to their
proper place and the construction leade indicates we are through for the evening,

« When itis time to eat, we may 3sk that you do so in shifts so that construction work can
continue, especially when chinking so the material dces not dry and become unueable.

* This work project is about linking and restoring families. We thank you for your desire to
participate.

* WE APPRECIATE your wl!lmgr-sss to asslst us in this most wnponam sffort and we will
work with you to find a that you feel doing. Most of
aur tasks can be completed without prior experences so don't be afraid to volunteer for
something that you have not done before. Most importantly take time to get to know
thoee you are working with and enjoy this experlence. Be safe and have fun

Bluff Fort News

September 2009

“Accomplishments Exceed Expectations As Year

Comes to a Close”

T'a the hundreds who have voluntecred their time, talents andfor resources to the lale in
the Rock Foundation’s effort to preserve the history, protect the trail, and perpetuate the
legacy of these pioneers our sincere THANKS.

To the thousands who have visiled the Fort or tail this year we express our deep
appreciation and hope your experience has stirred within you a desire to learn more about
your own herilage as well as the men, women. and children of the 1lole in the Rock
Expedition. We hope you will visit us again soon and perhaps join with us in this great

cause,
Important
Announcements for
Qctober

As indicated above. your cffarts,
hard work, and enlhusinsm have
resulted in un amuzing
transformation at the Fort in
2009, And with your continued
support we will finish the year
with & few oastanding work
opportunities  and  October
cclebrations.

First — KSL television will
broudcast a documecntary on the
Hole in the Rock Pioneers on
Oxtober 4% between scssions of
LDS Conference (noca - 2 pr)
Tt will feare Gerald Lund and
Carole Mikitz and shaw parts of
the actual Mole in the Rovk trail,
significant locations along the
Journcy. and Blull Fort,  We
encearnge you o watch.

Second - A gemersl work
prueect mll be held Oct. ™ 10

10" are needed to
assist in landscaping activitics,
building Aone witlkways,
working on the John Taylor

memorial plaza, and genceal Foet
inprovements Pleuse let us
know if you can participate any er
all of these days so proper food
arrungements can be made for
you. (801-224-488%).

Third -- The Jones, Wead. and
RBuu Fumily Cobins  will be
constructed beginning on October
1% with the dedication service
fior these three cabins on the 17"
about 11 am. For thise who hisve
participated in the cabin building
projects in the past you rcalize
how much fun and hard work
poes info this effort.  Since we
will be doing all three at the sone

time  your  participation  is
encouraged, solicited, el
appreciaied.  Additions) work to

complete the family cabins. Reliel
Saciety building, and spruce up
the site will require cveryone’s
help.

Fourth - A life size statue of
sident  John  Tavior.  whe
issued the call to the saints
participating in the lole in the
Rock  Expedition.  will  be
dedicared by Elder L. Tom
Perry, of the Church of Jesus

This special
monument to President Taylor
s been donated by Deverley

n <I|IJI’|LZ with cther State
and local officials. Everyone is
invited and eacon 4 o attend,
Prior to the serviee 150
a.m., & brunch will N pr\n.dnl al
the Fort. 10 will consist of Johnny
Cakes, truit cte. (a SS dmmmu is
encoaraged). A fe

mmb_m_m&
encourugg vou_bring your own

50 as to be more comfortable

during the service.

Voluneeers are necded 1o assist on
Friday the 23" o orrange chairs,
prepure the  grounds, and in

o help prepare for the

Thanks aguin, we look forward to
seeing vou at the Fort.

Curinne Roring,
President HIRF
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Opening Hymn:

We thank thee, O God, for a prophet
To guide us in these latter days.

We thank thee for sending the gospel
To lighten our minds with its rays.
We thank thee for every blessing
Bestowed by they bounteous hand.
We feel it a pleasure to serve thee,
And love to obey they command.

When dark clouds of trouble hang o'er us
And threaten our peace to destroy,

There is hope smiling brightly before us,
And we know that deliverance is nigh.
We doubt not the Lord nor his goodness.
We've proved him in days that are past.
The wicked who fight against Zion

Will surely be smitten at last.

We'll sing of his goodness and mercy.
We'll praise him by day and by night,
Rejoice in his glorious gospel,

President John Taylor

‘What shall | say of United States? . . . As part of the
common brotherhood of the nation, we will perform the

And bask in its life giving light. part uI'Au 5“"?' citizen, nlllly muqd thc.causc u-l' rigl}l:
Thus on to eternal perfection maintain inv |1)|;|th the Constitution of the llm_lcd States .
The honest and faithful will go. cand if all men forsake this great Iml.wurk ul.hum;m
While they who reject this glad message rights, let us rally around it.” (Champion of Liberty, 14)
Shall never such happiness know.

John Taylor Memorial Plaza S

Dedication Service

October 24,2009 - 11:00 a.m.
Bluff Fort, Bluff, Utah

John Taylor - Third President of the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints
- Statesmen - Religious Leader
- Colonizer - Author and Publisher

Born: November 1, 1808
Milnthrope, Westmoreland, England

Died: July 25, 1887 (age 78)
Kaysville, Utah Territory

Recognition of Honored Guests

* Elder L. Tom Perry, Apostle, Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints
The Honorable Gary R. Herbert, Governor State of Utah
Beverley Taylor Sorenson — Granddaughter
Barbara Taylor Perry — Granddaughter
Sorenson Family Members
Descendants of the Original Hole in the Rock Pioneers
Board Members — Hole in the Rock Foundation

- Corinne Roring - LaMar Helquist

- Mike Roring - LaRue Barton

- L. Graig Taylor - Lamont Crabtree

- Karl Barton

Music — Blue Mountain Strings, Directed by Mary Ann Lyman
Welcome ~ Grant Taylor - HIRF
Opening Hymn — “We Thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet”

Conductor ~ — Richard G. Lyman

Invocation  — Joseph Taylor Sorenson

Introduction of speakers

Remarks — Governor Gary R. Herbert

Remarks — Mary Jane Woodger - Professor of Religion
BYU

Special Musical - James Sorenson Jr.
“A Poor Wayfaring Man of Grief”

Speaker ~ Elder L. Tom Perry — Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints

Unveiling of John Taylor Statue — Beverley Sorenson
Dedicatory Prayer — Elder L. Tom Perry

Expression of Thanks and Appreciation — Grant Taylor
Benediction — Corinne Roring - President HIRF
Acknowledgements

- Transportation — Ben Black - Flowers ~ Carol Lee Curtis
Hole in the Rock Foundation Special Volunteers

- Ron & Linda Snowden - Grant & Nina Taylor
- John & Brandon Cox - Gary Gyman
th: Il w A n
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John Taylor
Third Pragidant of tha Church of Jesus Christ of Letter-dzy Sants
Bom: 1808 England  Died: 1887 Utsh lsmiory
In the late 1870's. President Taylor issued the call for & unlumnt
10 ba established near the San Juan River in Southeastem U
Raligious leader, publisher, colonizer, and statesta r
was known as a champion of faith, truth, and fnedon?w

“He has lived a noble, meﬁume,mloihmandman himself and
family, a satisfaction 10 the people and & glory to God* Daniel H. WWelis

John Taylor - Author & Publisher
wmn-mi-ammmﬁm.u«lu mH—d-ﬁd
~ Jolw Teylor Mm “the feading r.nmmmum
ammuwmmpﬁ,'ﬂ o new
:T and Ssasons

=Tt Wasp
Lo  ~ihe hsormon
-t‘ﬂdfaduﬂmru Franco
Authar of two theclogical baokn
of God ot A

*The

John Taylor - Religious Leader
“Love 0ne anather and work th m-dr@lmmu,mm
ncmuumwuﬁmmu s Mappivins uf St Thiot i

God is doing.” Jon Tmylor
John Taylor led the Chiurch from 1877 to 1887

Witnessed the martyrdom of mmmmm
feue hidlet winods Rmeatt

He servad several missions for the Church
«Biitish Islus <M Yok Gty ~Fraoes & Gannairy

Statements By or Information about President Tavlor
“We have no particular standard, except the broad platform of
truth—religious, political, social, moral, and philosaphical. We are
not bound down to any particular party, or ereed; cither religious or
political. It is true we are Mormon, inside and outside, at home and
abroad, in public and private, everywhere. We are so, however, from
principle. We are such, not because we believe it to be more
popular, lucrative, or honorable, (as the world has it); but because
we believe if to be more true, more reasonable and scriptural, moral
and philosophic; because we conscientiously believe that it is more
calculated (o promote the happiness and well being of humanily, in
time and throughout all eternity, than any other system which we
have met with” (“Introductory Address,” The Mormon, 17 Feb.
1855, 2).

“It is truc that the founders of this nation, as a preliminary step for
the introduciion of more correet principles and that liberty and the
rights of man might be recognized, and that all men might become
equal before the law of the land, had that great palladium of liberty,
the Constitution of the United States, framed. This was the entering
wedge for the introduction of a new era., and in it were introduced
principles for the birth and organization of a new world.”
{Champion of Liberty, 15)

“We believe that our fathers were inspired to write the Constitution
of the United States, and that it is an instrument, full, lucid, and
comprehensive; that it was dictated by a wise and forseeing policy,
and . . . that it is the great bulwark of’ American liberty. . .. We
therefore rest ourselves under its ample folds.” (Champion of
Liberty, 10}

Information about President John Taylor, engraved on plaques at the base of the
John Taylor Monument at Bluff Fort installed in 2009.

John Taylor - Statesman
Loamplon of TN, KoY, B8R0 NN (s
Lt svery rmen that hajss oppression, sad loves the ceaze of righ
tinﬂl‘"m;"“ MMmMnmmmm .“r:uw&:‘a:'nn::vm
Jegal means support that man whoze olection will cecure the grestest amosnt of
5004 10 110 retion ot Mo Sebe Tovkee
*Prubate Judye, Uleh County
-snaakar of the House (10 vearsi
ah Temuudslmrem;em]
.l Supenntendent of

sAseociste Judge, Provieional State u Dabarat

John Taylor - Colonizer

ﬂmmmmdomunfeodummcmu
oF whpre It sarus Munm«mnmwu b0 Tayee

The call to settle Southeastern Ltah reseited in the estabiishment
of sight communities/, wnte slong the Sen Juan River from
mast rotably

'-Mwliwuw' Creek

e 0 : and the tﬁ)wmq
Canada  +Colorado. 'Wlumh;
Anmno ~N-w Meit'&o Uik *ldgho ~ +Nevada

“I expecled when | came into this Church that I should be
persecuted and proscribed. I expected that the people would be
persecuted, but I believed that Gad had spoken, that the cternal
principles of truth had been revealed, and that God had a work to
accomplish which was in opposition to the ideas, values, and
notions of men, and I did not know but it would cost me my life
helore 1 got through. Was there anything surprising in all this? No.
If they killed Jesus in former times, would not the same fecling and
influcnee bring the same results in these times? [ had counted the
cost when [ first started out, and stood prepared to meet it.”
(Champion of Liberty, xv)

“We declare that the fear and the love of God are the foundation of
all of our actions, spirilual as well as temporal.™ (Champion of’
Liberty, 154}

During his time as President and throughout his previous decades of
service as an Apostle. John Taylor was always ready to teach and
defend the truth. The captain and officers of the ship expected that
they would sink, but the voice of the Spiril testilied to John Taylor,
“You must yet go to America and preach the gospel.” President
Taylor recalled: “So confident was [ of my desliny, that 1 went on
deck at midnight, and amidst the raging elements felt as calm as
though [ was silting in a parlor at home.” Teachings of the
Presidents of the Church

In 1877, President John Taylor was clected to the office of territorial
superintendent of district schools in Utah. In that position, he sought
to appoint (he most qualified teachers to teach the children and
youth. He also continually monilored educational statistics — not
only from Utah, but from all the states and territorics in the Unitex!
States—to help him better understand the level of education among
the Latter-day Saints. For his administration of the school system,
he reecived a letter of commendation from the acting commissioner
of education of the United States. The letter was a fitting
recognition for President Taylor, whose life reflected his love of
learning and teaching.
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& Oclober 2009

Cffice of he Govemar
e THinger Fairbanks
M. Anidrea Hansen

Andrea,

Thank you so misch for the mformalion regarding the Covermars desire to atfend the Dedication
of the John Tayler Skatue in Bluff, Utah. We fully realize that his schedule cannot be guaranteed
and v appretiabe that ho plans to oftand.

Feryour request, | have attachad the lemplate for your revlew 2% well s for Ginger Fairbanks.
[N asibiesy o you brawe any questions, plesss cal me on My cesl phane, BU1-5/2-8490, or send me
ane-mail

- Dedication of the John Taylor Statue
, Saturday — 24" of October 2009
- Dedication begins at 11:00 am
(Suren=on's plans leaves Salt Lake Clty at 8:30 am)
= Bluff, Utah (San Juan County)

Elder L. Tom Perry, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Beverley Taylor Sorenson and her family members (funded the statue)
bieard members of the Hole in the Rock Foundation

Local government and business leaders

»  The Govemnaor may of course speak on any tapic of his choosing, bt the following
nformation and suggestions may be helpful bo him. Asound the base of the John Taylor
Stetus we have five angraved clones. Tho firct cisting the vital informaotion obaut hirm ss
8 peman The other four are representative of key elements in his lilz, They ane;

John Tayler - Statesman

dealmy Terylor - Ricliglous Leater

leehn Taylor — Colanizer

John Taylor — Author and Publishar

0300

Vou wil nate, the pregram (shawn below) calls for remarks from the Cowermar and Mary
Jane Woodger (Head of the Taor Family Qrganization) s well as Elder Pary. Our
suggestion would be that the Govesmor may wish fo comment about President Taylar as a
Statzaman and Champlon of Libémy, Mary Jane wil be commenting about um as an author
and publizhar with a fow remanks on hies adivisos oo o roigious leadar, Wo boficwe Elder

Perry will focus his balk on John Taylor as a colonizer and religious leader. (| have attached
a documents showing the wording on each of the slane panels)

= Ve are searching to find some interesting stodes frem his years in public service that
rmight ke fun for the: Governor to share, if he were so inclined. We will provide those as
soon a8 poseible. There may alzo be Information contained in the records of the State
fhat would interesting 1o those in sttendance.

Sorenson Plane =
Scheduled departure &t 8:30 arn from SLE (we will cordact you next week with the plane
nurnber and addilional information}
Paesengers:
Elder and Sister L. Tom Parry
Beverley Sorenson
Joseph Taylor and Kathlean Soranzon
Hirn aned Nina Sorenson
Governor Herbert and his wite
Paul Taylar

Days DRAFT itingrary For Baverley Sorenson. Governor Herbert and Honored Guests:
E:20am - Plane Deparis from Salt Lake Cily -

2:25 am - Plane arrives at Blanding Airpart
B:35am - Depart Blanding Airport in mini tour bus for Bluff (Black Hewk Tours)
10:05 am - Asrive Bluff Fert
10:10 arm 1o 10:30 arm — Brunch and Native American Cultural Presantation (1020 to 10:30)
10:25 am - Visitor Center fo view Hole in the Rock Video — LaRus Barton — HIRF Board
A0:52 amn - Take seats on stand
11:00 am - Dedication Service Begins
12:05 pm - Dedication Service Enda — grest family and friends, phatas
1225 pm - Depart Bul Fort in 4 wheel drive vehicles for San JuEn Hill (Black Hawk Tours)
1:00 pm - Lunch et baze of hill — tour continues 4. =
- Slories of HIR. Picneers — and vision of HI?
2:10 pm - - Leave San Juan Hill area for tour of BIuff Fort
s p e
00 prn - Leave BIUF Fort for Blanding airport
3:30 pm - Plane Departs Blanding Alrpart for Prova aimpart
4:15-4:20- Arrive at Provo Airport — Elder and Siater Perry depart {arrangernents have been
made to transpor therm 1o BYLU fooltall game and home to Sait Lake Gity)
4:40 pm - Sorenson plane departe Provo Airport for Salt Lake Clty
5:00 pm - Arrive Salt Lake City

DRAFT Hinerary f
11:00 am - Welcome and Introduction of Hongrexd Guests - Grant Taylor - HIRF
11.06 - Opening Hymn — congregation — (need words printed on program)
11:11 - Imiceation - Jogeph Taylor Sorensen
1113 - Introduction of speakera — Grant Taylor
M5 - Remarks — Governor Herbert — (B to 10 minutes}

1125 - Ramarks — Mary .lana Wandges  (mxyb Foawh Cegizition Pruedent- (5 to 7 minutes)
11:32 - Special Musical - *A Poor Wayfaning Man of Goef' by James Socenson Jr.
RREETS - Speaker — tider L. 1om Perry - {15 minutes)

11:52 Uryeding of John Taylor Statuc  Bevericy Sorenaon

11:55 - Dedicatory Pra Elder L Tom Pemy
12:00 ion of 'mnls and iath

Grant Taylor
1203 - Benediction —
1205 - Max and Mingle around statue and Fort

Enjoy the day with the Sorenson family, Eider
Porry and othor gucata. Offcr bricf icmarks at the dedication service. Leam niore sbvul ns
Hole & the Rock expedition, vist part of the ackual lrail. ste the video on the challenges facad
by these faithful individuals, see the progress baing made by the Hole in Bx Rock Foundation 1o
Prcssve and fe e biistory, the Fort, ana presenve me ail

Dedicate the first life size statise of President John Taylor who issued
tho call to the pioncera of Eovthem Utah to blaze & road from Escalarnie v Uns suulisssten
area of the territory. Thay were then to ¢stablish a setfiement along the San .luan River

Expecting over 500

San Juon County Covermment and businesa keaders,
descendants of the ariginal Hole in the Rock pioneers. the general public and visiting tourists

After a moa? dificult six month joumey
1he Hole in the Rock pionecm catobiahed the settement of Diuff Mot

Idembers of the Hole in the Rock Foundation have
spentthe past 15 years acquiring land, documenting and preserving the history, marking the
tr2il, gathering journaio, reatoring Biufl Mort, and perpetuating the legacy of e dediaied i,
waornen. and chiléren of the Hole In the Rotk expedition.

Ve will reacerch some stories that the Covernar may wish 1o miclude i Tis ermks @i s
them to you 8s scon as oossible.

L. Graig Taylor —coll phone 801.836 2402  or Bluff Fort Vioftor Cenler phone 435-672-9985
QUESTION for you — One of the drivers of the vehicles ransporting the guests fo and from the
@ipor is @ retired police officer — Does the Guveiw 1oyuie miy audliviel o specisl securty
during the day?

Ploase nule | e sisu slischied s ORATT Press Release that we would IIKe 10 28ne out al the
b of he wneke Wia that Ginger msst appeove all documents that mention
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the Governor. \We seek spproval to send this to medla ouﬂs(s in Utah. Any suggestions.
changes, or you might

I hope the information | have provided is sufficient and complete, Again if you have any
questions or concems, please let me know.

Thanks so much for your assistance

Carl Mackay for Gealg and Grant Taylor

P.S. Mary Jane - provided the following quotes from John Taylor — Statesman

Statesman:

15 partomn the osrt o
and ifal
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ARCHIVES CHURCH NEWS

Faith conquers ‘impossible trek’

Monument unveiled to honor foresight of President Taylor
By Shaun D. Stahle 31 Oct 2009, 12:00 AM MDT
BLUFF, UTAH

It was this month 130 years ago, in October 1879, when early Mormon settlers in southern
Utah left their base camp in Dance Hall Rock to embark on one of the most arduous treks in
Church history. They had been called by President John Taylor to leave their comfortable
settings in the Parowan, Utah, area to colonize the opposite corner of the state in southeast-
ern Utah.

Armed with little more than faith, their journey of about six months included carving a
narrow wagon path through sheer rock down a steep cliff, now known as Hole-in-the-Rock.
They crossed the Colorado River, only to begin traversing an area that advance scouts
deemed impassable. That's when the journey became really difficult.

A call from a prophet of God to make peace with the Utes and Navajos of the area was all
the motivation these settlers needed to conquer this imposing terrain.

They arrived at their destination in Bluff in April 1880. They soon erected 40 log homes and
encircled their beautiful setting between the San Juan River and picturesque rock cliffs with
a fort.

Descendants of President Taylor and those original settlers have not forgotten the bold-
ness, or the foresight, of such a call to leave established homes for the unknown perils of
hostile terrain. Some 500 descendants and San Juan County residents gathered Saturday,
Oct. 24, under deep blue skies to join with Elder L. Tom Perry of the Quorum of the Twelve
in dedicating a bronze statue of the third president of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints erected on the original site of the fort. Accompanying Elder Perry was Utah Gov.
Gary R. Herbert, who paid homage to the political accomplishments of President Taylor.

The original Bluff Fort was protected by a wall and had a forge for metal works, as well as
wagons, as displayed in this re-creation of the pioneer fort.

"We are here to place a stone to remember
how the Lord helped a small company of saints
survive a most difficult assignment from a
prophet to settle in a very remote place as a
part of a plan to expand new communities in
the western part of North America," said Elder
Perry during his comments prior to dedicating
the monument.

Elder Perry told how after the death of Brigham
Young, John Taylor as the senior apostle took
his position as the head of the Church and con-
tinued to expand the perimeters of the Church

Graig Taylor gives Elder L. Tom Perry a with more than 100 new settlements.
guided tour through Bluff Fort.
Photo by Shaun D. Stahle In his comments, Elder Perry stressed three
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characteristics that served John Taylor as president
of the Church then and have application today.

In the past two years, descendants of the original
settlers of Bluff Fort have built 11 cabins to re-create
the setting of the original fort in southeastern Utah.
Early pioneers built 40 log homes. When completed,
this replica fort will house about 20 homes.

The Mormon apostle spoke of President Taylor's

courage, his ability to communicate, and his faith.

Describing his courage, Elder Perry told of an inci-

dent when President Taylor addressed a group that

included men who sought to tar and feather him near Photos by Shaun D. Stahle
Columbus, Ohio. Disarming them with an eloquent

delivery on Constitutional rights, he softened their hostility and set the stage to teach them
the gospel.

"The would-be tormentors made no move," said Elder Perry. "Instead, they remained quiet
and attentive while the speaker expounded on the doctrines of Mormonism for three hours.
The qualities [he] exhibited would earn him the title of 'Champion of Right' by which he was
often referred to by the Latter-day Saints."

Concerning President Taylor's communication skills, Elder Perry told of the time John Taylor
was given a special call to go to New York City by Brigham Young to organize and publish a
newspaper, whose purpose would be to present the doctrines and practices of the Church in
a manner to neutralize the groundswell of anti-Mormon feeling that had been mounting all
over the East Coast for over a year.

"His [confidence] in the beliefs of the Church that he had embraced caused him to establish
his headquarters at the corner of Nashua and Ann Streets, between the offices of the city's
media Goliath — the Herald and the Tribune. Brother Taylor was in the very heart of Gotham's
newspaper world," he said.

"Selecting such a stand is evidence again that he did not intend to hide his light under a
bushel. On the contrary, he had taken a prominent position with a determination to keep it.
He stationed himself in the front ranks and unfurled his colors and with great courage. ..."
Concerning President Taylor's faith, Elder Perry told how John Taylor arrived in Kirtland,
Ohio, in 1837 as a new convert. There he found bitter spirits of apostasy among some of the
Church leaders, including Parley P. Pratt who was an instrument of his conversion while on a
mission in Canada.

"'I'm surprised to hear you speak so,
Brother Parley, " Elder Perry said, quoting
John Taylor. " 'Before you left Canada you
bore a strong testimony to Joseph Smith be-
ing a prophet of God and to the truth of the
work he has inaugurated and, you said you
knew these things by revelation and the gift
of the Holy Ghost. You gave me a strict
charge to the effect that though you or an
angel from heaven was to declare anything
else, | was not to believe it. Now, Brother
Parley, it is not man that | am following, but
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the Lord. The principles you taught me led me
to him and I now have the same testimony
that you rejoiced in. If the work was true six
months ago, it is true today." "

Elder Perry urged those assembled at the site
of Bluff Fort to learn more of the life and work
President Taylor, and then said, "It is fitting
today we place this statue of John Taylor here
in this historic community. It will stand as a
reminder to all who visit of the faith of those
who sacrificed so much to bless us with a her-
- itage to turn our thoughts to the past to give
Elder L. Tom Perry, right, and Grant Taylor | ys the firm resolve to have the faith to face

watch as Beverley Sorenson and herson, | the future with a bright determination of
Joseph, unveil a statue of John Taylor do- | hope and courage."

nated by the Sorenson family. President
Taylor called settlers to colonize Bluff. Following Elder Perry's comments, the
Photos by Shaun D. Stahle monument was unveiled by Beverley

Sorenson and her son, Joseph — descend-
ants of President John Taylor — who funded the statue.

Visitors to Bluff Fort will find a lively setting with well-crafted recreations of the fort. In the
past two years, descendants have erected 11 cabins in honor of their ancestors.

2009 Dedicatory excerpts of L. Tom Perry
remarks concerning John Taylor at Bluff Fort.

Dedicatory excerpts

"As Thou knowest, we have gathered today

in historic Bluff, Utah, the end of the trail for

one of the most difficult travels of pioneers in

the settlement of the western United States.

We are here to dedicate a statue honoring

John Taylor, a prophet of the Lord, who un-

der his leadership called at least 100 compa-

nies of pioneers to settle and build communi-

ties in southern Utah, Nevada, and Arizona, one of which was the Hole-in-the-Rock
settlement.

"President Taylor demonstrated great leadership in the establishing of new communities in
western United States, his leadership brought a new vision of the potential for the Lord's
restored Church here on earth. His beginnings were in a land of libraries, museums, theaters
and universities. This culture trained him to be articulate, dignified and with polished re-
finement. He brought to Church leadership these qualities from his early life. His defense of
the doctrines of the Church brought him the title of 'Champion of Right.

"He led the Church through one of its most challenging times. Through all of the times of

leadership challenges, he made time to be a devoted father to his family. He presided over
his family with great compassion and love.
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2009 Scenes at Bluff Fort.
Photos by Shaun D. Stahle

272

"We have been blessed to have our roots firmly grounded by
the sacrifice of noble pioneer heritage. Through their extraor-
dinary efforts and inspired leadership, an empire has
emerged out of a desert. Their strong traits of courage, indus-
try, faith and determination have given us a legacy which we
can look upon with great pride. It is proper we build monu-
ments to remind our and future generations of our special
pioneer heritage. It is a heritage of inspired leadership that is
directed by the hand of God through his holy prophets."



Modern History of Bluff Fort

All Photos by Shaun D. Stahle.
Originally in color format.
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The original Bluff Fort was pro-
tected by a wall [of cabins] and
had a forge for metal works, as

well as wagons, as displayed in

]'Ehis re-creation of the pioneer
ort.

All Photos by Shaun D. Stahle,
originally in color.
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Thoughts given by Mary Jane Woodger at the dedication of the John Taylor statue in 2009.

In Abraham 3 God told Abraham that in the preexistent state there were those among the spirits of men that
were noble and great and that these he would make his rulers. God knew that these noble and great ones would
never deviate. They would be as sure as the planets rotating around the sun. Such a one was John Taylor.

From the time of his baptism John Taylor said he never doubted from that moment any principle of Mormonism.
Though he never doubted, he knew as soon as he committed to conversion it would not be easy. He said “I
expected that when | came into this church that | should be persecuted and proscribed but | believed that God
had spoken; that the eternal truths had been revealed; and that God had a work to accomplish which was in
opposition to the ideas, values, and notions of men; and | did not know but it would cost me my life before | got
through. Was there anything surprising in all this? NO, | had counted the cost when I first started out and stood
prepared to meetit... | do not believe in a religion that cannot have all my affection but in a religion for which

| can both live and die. | would rather have God for my friend than all other influences and powers.”

John Taylor did have God as his friend. He was also a dear friend to the prophet Joseph Smith. It was John Taylor
who penned of his prophet friend that Joseph Smith had done more save Jesus only for the salvation of men.

Joseph Smith once told John Taylor “You have received the Holy Spirit and if you heed promptings of the same,
it will become a continuous fountain of revelation from God.” And so it was that John Taylor as a religious leader
became a fountain of revelation for Latter Day Saints. When he was called as an apostle, he not only looked at
the calling as lifelong but also as a call throughout all eternity. Brigham Young had once said of John Taylor that
he was the greatest intellect the church would ever produce and yet John Taylor never let that intelligence go to
his head. He knew from whence true religion came.

The story was told that when he was in France, he was given a very light cake that would almost blow away. It
had no substance and would never satisfy the appetite. Not knowing the name of it, John Taylor decided to call
the cake fried froth or philosophy. He said it reminded him of those men who profess so much intelligence that
they cannot listen to the word of God. Such was not the case with John Taylor. As a prophet of God there was no
pretense about his source of light and truth.

During his presidency he established the Primary. During the 50th anniversary of the church, he proclaimed the
Jubilee year forgiving 1/2 of the perpetual immigration debt and delinquent tithing. He ordained 6 apostles,
dedicated the Logan temple, and published the first hymnal with lyrics and music; but more than anything else
he believed and taught in the power and efficacies of the Atonement of Jesus Christ.

Listen to the sublime words that John Taylor penned just two years into his presidency when he wrote the
“Mediation and the Atonement.” “His suffering affected universal nature. World upon world, eternal things
hang on thy anguish King of Kings. When He gave up the ghost, the solid rocks were riven, the foundations of
the earth trembled, and all material things were convulsed with the throes of seeming dissolution. Thus, was the
torturing pressure of the intense, this indescribable agony that it burst forth abroad beyond the confines of his
body and convulsed all nature and spread through all space.”

Because so much occurred during John Taylor's administration we might be inclined to forget that above all else he was an
eminent teacher of the Atonement. As president Lorenzo snow said at his funeral president Taylor is one who taught those
principles which pertain to the exaltation and salvation of the human family, and he was willing to make any sacrifice to
accomplish this object. That his testimony in regard to the son of God and those principles that he had espoused to might be
carried out to the nations and whole of the human family. Such was a prophet of God, a noble and great one who was a
prophet to the whole human family, even to those whom he sent to a place called Bluff.
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FIVE PAGES OF DESCRIPTIONS OF THE ORIGINAL BLUFF FORT.

Bluff Fort
Tne folceng are auotes from histones and joumals regaring
i Bl fort / cabins, Added commentary is ilaiozed

INSTRUCTED TO BUILD A FORT
*There are small predatory bands of renegade
Indian tribes who prey on defenseless persons
as well as lawless adventurers from among the
whites. We therefore deem it a matter cf sol-
emn prudence that temporary dwellings should
be in close proximity to each other, and where
practical we would recommend that you build
in the form of a hollow square, and close up
the spaces between your dwellings with a stock-
ade.” Erastus Snow Sept 5, 1880, San Juan
Stake Records.

WORK ON THE FORT BEGINS
*Drove to Bluff City and found all well. The folks
are forting up by advise of Brother Snow.” Platte
D. Lyman journal, Friday Sept. 24, 1880,

CENTER OF FORT AHOLLOW SQUARE
“The people of BIU built adjacent log houses
in the shape of a hollow square a. A rude fort
with all windews and doors to the inside and
only portholes or pesp-holes looking to the
outside. Albert R. Lyman, Indians and Qutlaws.
Pg. 33.

ONE ROOM CABINS

MUD MIXED WITH STRAW
“We began to build a log cabin immadiately. A
one-rcom affair with one window and a big door
that faced the inner circle. it had a mud roof
and floor. The mud was mixed with old straw or
weeds and a horse was used to tromp it down
| know because | rode the norse round and
round ill | was dizzy. We were three or four
days gstting the fioor to where we could pat it
down with a shovel.” Lars Christensen, Emi-
gration Stake High Priest Quorum Bulletin,
Quoted in text by John Henry Ayre, Utah State
Historical Society.

DIRT FLOORS SPRINKLED
TO HARDEN / REDUCE DUST
*..floors required sprinkling at intervals to lay
the netive dust and tempt the soil to harden ®
Albert R. Lyman, History of San Juan County,
1€18, Unpublished, Utah Historical Society.

WATER WELL IN THE CENTER
ALL OPENINGS FACE THE CENTER
“In this fort there were no doors or windows
opening to the cutside. All open into the space
in the center. From north to south and east to
west a small y ran in & gap bety

GATES AT EACH CORNER
MEETING HOUSE AT NORTH END
“They built their houses joining a hollow square
cavering about three acres. with all doors and
windows on the

FORMS NORTH WALL OF FORT
The oid log meeting house was part of the north
wall of the fort and served as chape!, baliroom

MNMGMWMMMMBM

From north 1o south end east 1o west, @ small

houses, permitting teams to drive in. A well in
the center fumnished water." Mary Jones, An-
ho'ed Lariats on the San Juan Frontier. Pg

CLOTH STRETCHED OVER CEILING
"Factory. an unbleached cotton cloth, was
stratched over the ceiling to make that betier
looking and to catch the water in rain storms -
a difficult task as it became bacly mud stained.”
Mrs. Frederic I Jones, Saga of San Juan , Pg.
6B,

SOD ROOF DRIPPED DISMALLY
*...roofed them with thick of ceats sand. Which
feathered out into a crop of runty sunfiowers
and stink-weed, if the seed-weed had time to
sprout before the wind carried the sand away.
But whether it raised weeds or blew away, it
never turned the rain, which dripped dismally
from it long after the sky was clear.” Alcert R.
Lyman, History of San Juan County, 1918, Un-
published, Utah Historical Scciety.

BLACKSMITH SHOP IN S. E. CORNER
Amasa Barton's blacksmith shop was located
in the corner of the fort. Albsrt Lyman, Indians
ws, Pg. 85. On the maps of bluff pre-
pal Albert R. Lyman in 1970 the black-
smith shop is shown at the southwest corner of
the fort. Utah State Historical Society's Bluff
Historic District Files.

ran in & gap between houses per-
mitting teams to drive in." Mrs Frederic | Jones.
65

GENERAL DESCRIPTION ALL DOORS AND
WINDOWS FACE THE MEETING HOUSE
“It was in this square with doors and windows
on every side that the writer of this story first
mmmmm-mmn-
mwmmmmw
The mamory picture of that old fort is still vivid
in his minc! with log walls, the dirt roofs and the
quaint old-fashioned windows and doors all
facing the big log meeting house as if in the
attitude of worship * Albert R, Lyman. Improve-

ment Era. Apel 1849

SCHOOL / MEETING HOUSE AND

A NUMBER OF HOUSES COMPLETED
“Aftended meeting and spoke 10 the saints in
the log schoal house which has been built since
| want away * (He had been away Sept 27, 1679
through Jan 1, 1880) *A good spiril prevails in
camp and the prospects for the future are good.
quite & number of houses have been built and
the people generally are el supplied with the
necessities of Ife." Platt D. Lyman Journal,
Sunday Jan 2, 1880.

SCHOOL HOUSE

foet on the north end of the school house which
gives it much more room.” Platt 0. Lyman Jour-
nal, December 22, 1883

T o Co-Cp WA Snwtsten 2y emangin Live e of 13

CO-OP STORE IN THE
NORTH EASTCORNER OF THE FORT
*_first log home of the San Juan Co-op, buill
In the early eighties, was part of the fort (north-

document
by Albert R. Lyman, Uh\&mﬂmoncd
Society's Bluff Historic District Files.
MOVING QUT OF THE FORT
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“Dunng the week moved one of my houses onto
one of my lots, preparatory 1o getting sil of my
effects out of the fort Platt . Lyman Septem-
ber 19, 1883, Moved my tamiy onto my lot in
the aftemoon. * Platt O Lyman Journal, August
26, 1883 This journal entry seems to imply
that when biving in a fort was no longer neces-
sary. the residents moved thew Iog houses and
assembled them on their fown lots The pro-
cess of moving and
Mmummm-mmm
scratch

FLOODS
“The cottonwood wash sent down a large body
of water from s
Mummdmmﬂmu
number of houses with water and mud 1o the
mmuwmmmnm

the previous one but doing less damage:
D Lyman Joumal, Saturday March 15 1884

SOME LIVING IN FORT
AS LATE AS MARCH 16, 1884
As \ate as March 16, 1884 peopie were still Iv-
Ing in the fort Saga of Sen Juan, pg 66

THE CITY LOTS FOLLOWING THE FORT
"Nearly every house had its orchard. its cefiar,
its wood pile. and by all means its privy, peer-
Ing modestly from amang the peach trees.
Many families had grape bowers, all had gar-
dens, some had wells, but the water was hard.
Bull fences were the only kind at first and ev-
erybody had 1o bench for cattle and horses
roamed the streets Everybody had pigs. chack-
ens. cows and horses.” Signed document by

RELATIONSHIP OF THE
BARTON CABIN TO THE OLD FORT
“Part of the house (log home of Joseph F
Barton still standing) was at one time a part of
the west wall of the fort ~ Signed document by

no room far specufation on the cabin's location
with respect fo the fort. However, this position
raises two dilemmas. The window (of the in-

and freighted o Biuft. With money and re-
sources scarce, windows may have been &
lhuxury that were not afforded to some rooms/
cabing

The second dilemma reletes fo the position
of the west wall of the fort. On some maps the
west wall of the fort is shown several hundred
feet farther west than the curment location of
the cabin The sarly descriptions of the fort,

structure /s untouched
from the days of the onginal fort. When the fort

10 48 bew diserarsed

was and part of the original fort aite
became the Barton lot. the Bartons may have
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made modifications, added rooms or even
moved them to better suit their needs.

If the west wall of the fort was where the
Hurst and Perkins maps place i, the Barton
cabin and any other structure forming the west
wall would have had to be moved to accom-
modate the ciy street layout. Based upon Platt
D. Lyman's Journai, some cabins were moved
from the fort to the city lots. Is it possible that
northeast comer of the cabin was built around
standing tree trunks. The log beams supported
by these tree trunks will need to be closely ex-
amined. If the beams supported by the tree
trunks are part of the main structure, it would

seem (o rule ouf a possible move.

Albert R. Lyman's maps and descriptions
piace the west wall of the fort more in line with
the current location of the Barton cabin. Al-
though it does not resolve the window/door is-
sue, this map eliminates the problem of the
cabin being too far from the west end of the
fort Albert R. Lyman lived in the fort as a young
boy and spent his life in the San Juan area. His
map contains more detail than any other known
map. Until additionai documents/evidence are
found, the Albert Lyman map must be relied
on lo establish the cabin's relative position to
the fort

MAPS OF THE BLUFF FORT

These descriptions may have
assisted as guides when building
the replica cabins.

State Society,
hat if was created by Mike Hurst
in the early 1970's

e 2 ¥ #7 | p

;
Hilda Perkins Map N o
Located in the files of the San Jusn o :
County Mistorical Commussion R A ’
Notes on the map indicated that it A4 ~reae sl .
represents the Bl of 1903 Map |yt ke - |
creation date is unknown | ™ ’
_k ™4
S EEEET s
] L] -

Impressive modern signs
are installed identifying
missionaries’
accommodations at Bluff
Fort.

Hilda Perkins Map
A second map by Hilda Perkins.
No creation date  There are some
differences between the two
Perkins maps_ It is not known which
map was created first or why
Perkins created two maps. Lo-

caled in the Utah State Historical

Saciety's Bluff Historic District
Files.

22 Josaph £ Bavton catun west wall of the
tort

W

T K Jores log frorm. part af e west wall

af Me ot Latar repiaced with & stane
home

34 Log schoo! / meelyng hose norn wal of
the fort

43 Two room afone 8cH00l howse DoAY in mid

Bluff Fort
Approximate location of
known structures based on
Albert R. Lyman's map and
notes.
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Groundbreaking for

Bluff Fort Co-op

Store October 12,

2011.

Blue Mountain Panorama
pages 10 & 12

2T

clal ceremony was over,

y . i ! iedor 3353 P
Students from Bluft Elementary got a chance to break a lirtlg
ground at the site of the new Blull Co-Op store atter the offi

madience of sbout 100 people
at Bluff Fort, that the grouns
breaking of the new Bl
op. Wwas a remembrans
those who had come before.
“We ase standing on the
shouklers of the Hole- in-the-
Rock pioneers, whose quali-
ties can still be incorporated
today,” be sad, “The building
of a replica of the first Ca-op
promises to be the *Gem of the
Foet,' and will once agnin be
the bub of what happens here
it the Fort. The Co-op was
one of San Juan County's first

successlul businesses, where
g and trading with
i ericans and pic-
neers alike made it the ceater
of commerce during the years
of the gold rush, and first ail

, "the Ca-
op paid a 10% dividend to
original investors during the
first 5 months of existence,
snd Iater prid 25% dividends
to investors before the first
year caded.”

The Governor told citizens
that the State is looking for

ways to expand the economy
in rural Utsh, saying that
tourism and tavel can help.
He thanked lecal residents for
“gll you o to raise goed fam-
ilics and to run good business-
s

Dignitaries who participated
in the groundbreaking, and
who were intreduced by
Stevens included  Wilson
Martin (Chairman of Utah
State History, and Chainnaa
of the Four Comers Heritage
Council); Shicdey Silversmith
(Directar of Utah Division of
Indian Affais);  President
Mike Redd (Blanding Utah
LDS Stake); Elder Perry
Webb (6th Quorem of 7075
LDS church ares representa-
tive); San juan Couaty com-
missioners: Kenneth Mary-
boy. Phil Lyman, and Bruce
Adams; Cleal Bradford (Past
Chairman of the Trail of the
Ancients Council, and mem-
ber of the Heritage Council
Bradford also wrate the origi-
oal 3486600 grant ¢ build the
sew Co-op}; Manuel Hest
(Ute Tribal Councilman and
former Chairman of the Ute
Mountzin Ute Tribe); and

Leagh Von der esch (Director
of Travel & Film for Utah).

In her introductoey weloome,
Corrinne Roring, represcoting
the Hole-in-the Rock Founda-
tion, thanked those who had
worked so hard to make he
“distant ¢ " of 10 yeurs

ith the nddi-
tion of the Bluff Co-op, the
Buff fort complex will
bacome a “must stop and see”
dessination for all those who

‘Iis would not ba
ed without you, she told
those in the andience.

She thauked all those who,
over the past four years, had
helped to ralse the matching
money to the eginal grant
and thanked the Bluff Fort
voluateers who “pecform 3
labor of love™ in keeping the
gardens and grounds so clean
cautiful,

She prediceed that in 2012
"we'll celebrate the dedication
of the Coop® which will be
1l "Jewel of 1be Fort by ring-
ing the bells,” (as they did in|
early Bluff when Utih became

continued on page 10

Photo by Janct Wilceo:

Bluft Co-Op Store

Continued from page 12

a state in 1826), and “with a
frast, und dancing *til mid-
night — so gel your duncing
shoes ready. . . Bluff will buzz
with activity again!™
Following the official ground
breaking, many 3rd - Sth
grade students from Bluff
Llernentay School alse took
tuens breaking the soil lor the
new building. A deliciovs
lunch with Bar-B-Que sand-
wiches prepared by ‘T'win
Rocks Cafe. and salads, cook-
ies, and dvinks prepared by the
fort volunteers fed the group.
It was a delicious end 10 a
beautiful day of ceremony and
hope.

Earlier in the morning, Gov.
Herbeit's statewide address to

students the UEN
Network the  first
statewide, live gubernatorial
speach geared toward high
school students. About [10
schools purticipated via five
Web streaming. [lerbert said
that the digital age and chang-
ing jobmarkel demand a high-
ly-educated workforee  in
order to compete. "When you
o out to the world to start
¥Our careers, yourc nob just
going to be competing with
the graduates of Utah State
University and Dixic Stale,
wvou'll be competing with the
graduates of the University of
Beijing in China,” he said.
After the speech he fielded
questions from students from
Orem, Rich County, Murmay
and Lmery County.

over
was

Corrinne Roring has envisioned the restoration of the Old
Bluff Fort for many years. and the Bluff Co-Op Store has been
part of the vision that i< now coming true. By next year the

store will herome a reality.
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What Does a Docent Do in “da” Day? by Janet Wilcox, 2011
Anyone know what a docent is? Half a cent? Two cents? Those who “do”?

Hint: the Bluff Fort has nearly two dozen of them. Some of them include local residents Neldon and Bobby Holt,
Karl and LaRue Barton, Beverly Vowell, Karen Dufer, Joyce Martin, Donna Washburn, Bernice Hurst, Max and
Sandy black, Pam Bronson, and Judy Lyman.

Give up? A docent is one who teaches or lectures, often serving as a volunteer at museumes, historic sites, and
galleries. The Fort site has now expanded and visitors have increased to the point that a real push is on to recruit
docents to help meet the needs of the many visitors who are coming each day. In 2010 there were about 1500
visitors. From March 3rd of this year to June 30th there have been 5,376 visitors to this historic site.

Bobby Holt explained how they became docents. “Last year last fall we were here visiting the Fort with our
daughter and grandkids and Steve Bronson, director of the Fort, asked us if we'd like to be tour guides at the Fort,
and we thought it would be a good thing to do; “So here we are.”

Bobby told of a recent experience she had at the Fort: “Last Saturday while we were here substituting at the Fort,
we had an amazing thing happen. A German couple came in, and as we were visiting, | told them | was going to
Germany this fall.” She explained that she was going to Saint Ingbert about 50 miles south of Frankfurt, and the
couple said they lived very close to that area. Then they asked her who she was going to see. “I told them it was
my sister Shirley and her husband Theo Herzer and | was dumbfounded, when they said, they knew them!*
Ironically the visitor and Theo are both ministers in Protestant churches in that area.

That same Saturday, Bobby explained that at one time there were five languages being spoken: Russian, German,
Spanish, Italian and English. The Fort is fast becoming the multilingual gathering point of San Juan.

Another local volunteer docent is Ariella Thomas who moved to Montezuma Creek six months ago to teach
kindergarten. “I needed something to do this summer and came looking for a job.” There were no paid jobs but
lots of volunteer needs, so she decided to help. “This experience has helped me learn to love the area. When |
moved here, | thought it was the ugliest place in the world, and now because I've learned so much, | really enjoy
being here.”

Other docents at the Fort come from out of town and include Lorraine and Dennis Harvey from Casa Grande,
Arizona, Elaine and Frank Rowley from Coolidge, Colorado, Jim and Mitzi Perkins from Boise, and Ron and Lorraine
Barton from Saint George. They will be in San Juan through the summer and live in camp trailers while
volunteering at the Fort. Earlier docents who served at the Fort were George and Lark Flannigan from Cedar City
area, Bill and Laura Lee Hall from Saint George, Corrine and Howard Hurst from California, grant and Erlene Taylor
from highland, Keith and Jerry Nielsen from Utah County, and LeiMomi Sampson also from Utah County.

Future docents coming in the next few weeks include Russell and Peggy Capson from South Jordan, and Lamar and
Colleen Helquist. In September Wayne and Marva Hancock from Springville and Erma Redd will be coming to help.
Fort director, Steve Bronson, added “We need about four more local docents to help us finish up this season and
we could really use some local volunteers to help us for a few hours on Sundays.”

Docents at Bluff Fort are multi-talented volunteers and do much more than explain and lecture. They also garden,
water, organize, run the gift shop, clean cabins, bake zucchini bread, and greet the public. Director Bronson thinks
they are the best. Quote “how wonderful and great they are We have some wonderful people working here, who
have a great willingness to serve. | can't say enough good things about them. They have really spruced things up!”
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In the early days when the idea of Bluff Fort was incubating in Corinne Rorings mind. Carl and LaRue Barton were
the first docents and directors of the complex period last fall, Laura stepped down when Steve Bronson came on
board. Corinne roaring paid tribute to the bartons at that time, quote we have we would particularly like to
thank LaRue Barton, outgoing visitor center director for the great work she has done. She worked tirelessly for
three years to advance the mission of Bluff fort. Every state in the union has been represented in visits to the
Fort this year, except Tennessee and people from 44 foreign countries have come. In the two hours we were
there Friday July 8th, we spoke to Frenchman, Scot’s, Irish, and people from Belgium. So what is bringing tourists
to this unobtrusive piece of real estate commemorating the survival and stick to 2D of the 1880 hole in the rock
pioneers? It's certainly not glaring neon lights, loud music, and colorful buildings. None of modern technologies
fancy recreation draws is needed to tell the blood bluff pioneers simple, yet dramatic story of dedication and
survival in the wildest country in the West. Not only did they survive, but they did it all while carving a road
across the rugged, unmapped morass between Escalante and Bluff, Utah. These are the stories the docents share
with visitors.

The cabins, stories, memorials and friendly visits with docents help to make a memorable visit for those who visit
the site. One visitor from Morocco wrote, “God bless the souls of all these pioneers.” Another from England
wrote “Great to see sheer willpower wins through this history lesson.”

Steve Bronson claims there is a unique spirit there, different than any other place. He recalled visiting with Kirk
Nielsen once, who told him: “I can't even say the word Bluff without tears coming to my eyes.” After visiting the
Fort, most leave Bluff Fort with the same feeling of awe and admiration.

If you have questions or want to volunteer call the Fort director at 435-672-9995. Blue Mountain Panorama
Thursday July 21st, 2011, page 6.

2011 Bluff Fort Docents

Lorraine and Ronald Barton, St. George; LaRue Barton, Bluff; Max
& Sandra Black, Monticello; Steve Bronson Bluff Fort Director
(paid position),; Karen Dufur, Blanding; Wayne & Marva Hancock
(September only), Springville, Utah; Dennis & Lorraine Harvey,
Casa Grande, Arizona; Sheldon and Roberta Holt, Blanding; Judy
Lyman, Blanding; Joyce Martin, Monticello; Bernice Perkins,
Blanding; Rank & Elaine Rowley, Coolidge, Arizona; Grant & Erlene
Taylor (serving a mission) Highland, Utah; Beverly Vowell,
Blanding; Donna Washburn, Monticello, Utah

Docents Terri
and Mike
Liechty
making a
presentation
in 2023.

Alan Peterson
photo from Bluff
Fort video.

Steve Keele and George Jones, Bluff Fort
docents in April of 2023. Steve passed away
in January 2024. Ron Bateman photo.
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THE JODY WOOD BOOK PROJECT

My husband and I had the privilege in 2016 of serving a work mission at the Bluff Fort in Bluff, Utah. The Fort is
an amazing historical center, lovingly restored by faithful descendants of the early Bluff settlers. Most of those
settlers were members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. When asked by their Prophet John
Taylor to build a settlement in the southeastern corner of the state of Utah, they willingly began preparations to
answer that call.

The Samuel and Josephine Wood family were one of the many stalwart families who left well-established and
comfortable brick homes in Cedar City, Utah to make the treacherous journey by wagon and settle in Bluff. | had
the opportunity to study their lives in depth during my time of service at the Bluff Fort, as | was tasked by the Fort
Directors to prepare and publish a book that could be sold in the Bluff Fort Co-op that told Jody’s story.

| began immediately by researching publishing options, preparing a project timeline, obtaining the required
permission for publication rights, and researching source material for the manuscript.

Josephine Wood, fondly called Aunt Jody by all who knew her, was one of few pioneer women who wrote and
preserved a journal. She was called by Bishop Jens Nielson to serve as the town nurse and midwife, a calling she
held throughout her life in Bluff. Her colorful journal outlined the daily challenges of travel by small wagon train in
unfamiliar and often hostile territory, the trials of meeting life’s necessities while journeying with several small
children and herds of stubborn livestock in tow, and constant weather and terrain obstacles. Once her family was
established in Bluff, her journal stands in testament to the many births, illnesses, and deaths of which she was a
part. Her journal and her life portrayed the challenges of family life on the wild frontier of the late 1800’s, of
efforts to make peace with the Indians, of service to others and commitment to God.

The miracles involved in bringing this project to fruition began immediately. The Hole in the Rock Foundation
needed to obtain permission from the Wood family descendants in order to publish the manuscript. That came
about as one of the board members met with Jody’s 90-year-old granddaughter, Kathern Marks, who was living in
Salt Lake City, to discuss the project; within days one of Jody’s great grandsons was visiting the Bluff Fort, and he
willingly agreed to serve as the family liaison to complete the necessary legal work for publication. He also
graciously spear-headed donations from the entire Wood clan and garnered their support in funding all printing
costs, thus enabling the Fort to profit from all sales of the book.

As | was busy doing my own research and manuscript preparation, | could see the hand of the Lord in opening
door after door to help this story progress. The Wood family photos | had access to through the Fort were not
high enough in resolution for a clear image. | was able to contact one of our Fort service missionaries who lived in
close proximity to Kathern Marks and he visited her and scanned her original family photos and mailed them to
me on a thumb drive.

Coincidentally, my husband Lee had completed a Photoshop course at Dixie State University on restoring old
photos just days prior to us leaving for our Bluff Mission. He became my ‘photo expert’ on helping me get the
proper resolution and sizing for the 73 photographs in the book. Due to the large size of the manuscript, | split
the project into thirds—two files for the book portion and one for the journal portion. The publisher required the
files to be merged in Adobe publishing software, after which they would mail me a printed copy of the manuscript
for my review and approval. | experienced my own ‘pioneer trials’ in attempting to merge files from my Apple
Mac computer to the only Adobe software at the Fort, which was on a Windows platform computer. The merged
files constantly presented challenge after challenge, sending me back to the drawing board to find a resolution.
Throughout these trials, the Lord provided direction as | sought Him through prayer, and the manuscript file was
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submitted to my publishing rep at Brigham Young University Press. As my husband and | prepared to make a
quick drive to Salt Lake on some Fort errands and to pick up the book print draft, | received a 5:00 pm call—my
publishing rep stated that all the photos were coming in at too low a resolution. Apparently, the Adobe
software was compressing the file and changing the photo resolution. | went back to the drawing board and
spent the evening re-inserting and formatting 73 pictures. As | struggled to get the last photo to insert in place,
regardless of what | did, it would pop to the next page or completely disappear. | tried everything—deleting the
page and reinserting the photo and caption, decreasing size and then gradually increasing to the desired page
size, different positions on the page, all the text wrapping options—nothing would work.

Finally, at 1:00 a.m. | knelt in prayer and pleaded for help in knowing what to
do to complete the file. | kept thinking about the book and asking, “What am |

missing? Heavenly Father, please help me to know what I’'m missing here.”
Suddenly the Wood family photo popped into my head, and | saw each
member of the family intently looking at me (photo taken in 1892/93). |
distinctly had the impression that | needed to check that photo again. As |
logged back on to the computer and went to the page for the family photo,
somehow with all the problems of merging files and two differing computer
environments—the page with the family photo had been deleted. | quickly
reinserted it and said a prayer of deep, heartfelt thanks, then went directly to
the photo | had been struggling with earlier and it popped into place first try
and stayed put! Some people would call that a coincidence—but | call it a
miracle! It was an answer to sincere prayer! The many descendants of Jody and
Samuel Wood would have been terribly disappointed if that family photo had

been missing from the book.

The size of the miracle doesn’t matter—what matters is the fact that it comes from God. | am so grateful for the
incredible opportunity | had to serve as a missionary at the Bluff Fort,

and | treasure the lessons | learned from Jody Wood and her family as |
studied their lives of faith. As one of her patients, Caroline Nielson
Redd, wrote of her, “She took care of me when eight of my children
were born. Sometimes Aunt Mary Jones came with her, and when these
two good women entered my home, all fear left, and | knew everything
would be all right. To have Aunt Jody near was worth more than
medicine. Her tender touch, encouraging words, calm spirit, cheerful
way, and prayers were many times the only medicine needed. She
never left the house without fixing something good for her patients to
eat. If there is such a thing as perfection on this earth, Aunt Jody can be
counted as such. To know her was to love her.”

“Jody’s Journal” chronicles the faith and fortitude that this amazing
mother of ten employed in serving both saints and sinners on the
frontier for more than a quarter-century. It was so easy to fall in love
with Jody and her family, and | am thankful for the valuable lessons |
learned from them as | played a small part in sharing their story for
future generations. Cathy Wright, 2016 BIluff Fort service missionary.
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Biull Fort Service Missionary Jerry Alired stands next to his amazingly lifelike carving of
Jens Nielson and the Marmon Ploneers traversing San Juan Wil in 1880,
The carving is on permanent display xt Blulf Fort.
Courtesy photo

San Juan Hill recreated in a beautiful carving
by Bluff Fort Service Missionary Jerry Allred

tnterviewed bry

Beverly Vowell Black

As the Mormon pig-
neees who went through
the  HalesinathmRock
frors 1879 1o 1880 drew
near to their final desti-
nitmn in southeastorn
Utah, they encountered
n formidable bareicr
knuwn as Comb Ridie

They had already do-
scended down through
the Holevin-the Rock
o the Colorndo River,
Llasted roads through
sandstone, and forged
other  tealls  wround
Grand  Gulch  They
were hroken amd dis
o

To overcome the ob-
staclo of Camb Ridge,
\hese pioncors labored
un & stoop trail they
could axamd to get on
the other mide, They
called this sito an the
ridge Son Juan HUL

To bring this scone to
life, Jorry Allred, 2019,
20 Blult Fort Serviee
Missionary was sshed
o reereate nowood ciry-
ing dopicting the duunt.
ing San Juan HUL

Jorry was bam in
Twin Palls, ID, but
hails from Tremonton,
UT. During. his aduit
life ke worked ot vari-
ous jobs. He taught ju-
nlor  high  agriculture,
woodshop und biology.
He ulso_ bolped build
chapel and temple steve
ploa all over the country
for the LDS Cluureh!

As a child, Jerry
watched his dad carve
wood snd whittle a toy-
wized cow und wis foa-
cinated. Oyer the years
1 bl the motion that
carying  wis  somo-
thing he would like to

vo. However, with no
wood shop ot his home
ar gven his high school,
that droam was put on
hold,

Hin first  oxperionco
with art was when he
was n kid. When Jorry’s
teachor thought ho wus
taking ootes, he was
drawing pictures. His
tencher found out Jor-
ry was taking notes on
teat days! He took his
first art ¢loss at Ricks
College and nlsy uttend-
od workshops sporadi-
cally.
Carving birds out of
wood was always his de-
wire, He was introducsd
to that form of art in
the carly '50s when he
way attending Brigham
Young Univerwity, Jer-
ry watched 4 man cary-
ing a dock for o clis
that he wos teuching.
He wasn't able to at-
tend  tho  woek-long
elaxs but knew thut was
something he wanted to
ta i the future.

About ton yeurs ago,
be and his wife, Pau-
15, wore an vacation in
Idiaho, Thoy ran scross
a lady from Burley
aamed  Lona  Hymas
Smlth, She wus a pro-
feasionnl  bird  carver
and had o bootl at the
Sun Valloy craft show.

Lona was dolng ov-
erything Jerry want.
od 10 do as fiir pe cree
ating hirds and various
things out of wood s0
thoy sat down and vis-
ited with hor.

The visit paid off.
Lona  holped Jerry
stiast his desire to carve
birda. Lons ncted as his
critique and hin Inapl-

e eompeting,

After he carved hin
firet wong birds Lona
and TPaula planncd
A trip o go te n' 2005
world contest in Oecan
City, MD. They thaught
Jurry's bird was good
enough to “ge to the
world.” That hird went
into the vovice  lewel
and woo first place.

From there, Jerry
progrossed into carving
other birds and enter-
ing them into other re-
gional contests around
the country — seiling
a fow herc and there,
After soveral years of
carving birds, be began
enrving old waguna and
bugggios om simall” hahie
tats with rocks,

Jorry stiated, *1 do
termined that parth
clo board mde u groat
looking rock and the
wagons and horsea |
curve wre male from
plecod of pina.

*Tha binds are carved
out of o different wood
that 1 got from Louisi.
ana that is called tupe-
Jo and it's grown in the
swumps down thore.”

People  have asked
Jorry, “What brought
you o Bluft, UT7" Here
is tha 'Rest of the Story’
i Jurry's own words.

“In 2015, Pauls and
| wore driving down to
Houston, TX for a fami-
ly event and we stopped
at the Blanding Visitors
Contor, The guide (okd
s nbout Blufl Fort.

“Tt atruck our curios-
Ity, o we dmve down
and found Gut that we
<ould serve thers os
LDS Serviee Misslonar.
Tow, something wo want-
wd to unxider after we
retired.

*Char goal came uuet
Paule wemd § stusts
od serving wt the Blull
Purt in March 2018, In
August, Bloff Port M.
rector, Jim Orr, asked
e 40 1 could do & wood
rondition of San Juan
Hill,

*Earlior thot ycar we
hud the opportunity to
walk up to the hill and
it wus lke, “Wow, it's
umuzing thal these pi-
uneers wore sble to
do thin with team und
wagon,”

“When 1 wan op-
prooched, | was over-
whelmed and excited. |
knew I could do it but
1 waxnt sure what it
should look like. | fm-
madiately started cury.
ing horses thinking the
acene imuld be on flat

roun:

*1 earved ten horses
standing flat, but when
1 got 1o the eleventh,

Jim wnid, ‘Shoulin't
theso horses be going
uphill since thay are
represonting the ani.
mals pulling wagons up
San Juan Hill?

*I said, Yeu! S0 |
went back o the trawr
ing board and complote-
ly started ovor, carving
14 new horses.

*I put all of my provis
ously-carved horses in
A tote, though one went
to Spain, 1 had o marg
yisit the Fort who be-
Jonged to a carving club
i Spain. This carving
club carves a nativity
sceno each year in some
furelgn country.

“That yedr they had
picked  the  United
Stutes uml they wante

od to moke the nativity,

scene an Af it was o in
tho 1860s. [ mxked him

whot wize his ammule
wore goitig 10 be.

“When be told e, |
2ot one of my horses out
of the tote und guve it
to him. After Christmins
I received & text from
this  gentheman  tells
ing me that my borm
Wits ID b vty Soene
semmewhure in Spaln

“How long did it ke
W earve the herss?
From the time | start
i cut the wood, i took
a couple of hoars to out
out the three pleces.
Then 1 glied them to-
gether.

“The next duy the glus
was dry ond 1 would
start to cirve and fin-
wh the horse the next
day. Se, ubout twi-and-
a-half dasy» per hurse.

“The reason you ar
rat able ta soe a sedm
on those horses is be
cause they are sanded
und pointed with thiee
or four costs of sub-
paint which covers up
the woed graios aod the
seame,

*Then you put ob
three or four mony coas
of the colring paint.
The bariesses. strips,
and rvins twok about ax
long as the horses.

“People keep  ank-
ing me, "How loog did
it take you lo curve
thin  entiro  project”
1 worked two to four
hours some days on the
it other days 1 did othe
or projectss othor days
1 worked on the praject
three to five hours.

“1 avoraged my time
and figure it took over
500 bours 1o complete
this project. T did all
the horses first, with no
paintiog. Then | atast-
ed thy rock of the San
Juan Hill - two months'
worth of work.

“Some  have  nsked,
‘Why did you use par
ticlo board? - Particle
boand fs made up of all
of these particlos s0
when you carve thom it
Jooks ko ruck, The taxs
ture creatoy a nice-look-
ing rock.

*Sa, It was the horss
o% firwt, tho hill and the
waktn camu next. It is
4 very detailed wagon.
1 kopt going out ta the
old eriginal wagon out-
wide of the Blufl Fort
wood ahop to make sure
| was daing tho details
carrect,

“I had carved — and
=ald — n few wagons in
the past, sa 1 know the
undurcarrioge bad o

phece of wood. All the
bushes are also caryed
out ol wood.
“When I got vy Lo
earve Jons Niolson, this
with the first person 1
gvor carved. | curved
the feet, logs, and roar
endd i one plece; the

twese In a gecw, the
head und hat, and twe
afmn i Koparmte o
es, | glucd them all te-
gether, sanded, and
painted

*1 alwuys une fust reg
ular woed glue on pine
It warks wyll, On the
hamexses | wed phun
W super glue because
it sty up s, When I
glog parts that need Lo
stay tgpether immudi-
ately, 1 tiso super gl
gol

“Sometinies It bath
ered me that T waould
Sy oul assignments
1o the other missinrr-
ien, thoy would go eut
w work, und | woold
ait down in the shop
and Mart carving. [ was
thinking, “What if this
docsat tarn out very
poocd! But 1 think it
turmed out okay.

*I was palied 10 de
scribe the feelings 1 folt
us | was curving this
project. | often wonder
i ull of juy carviog e
periince wux preparing
e to come to Blufl Fort
(o dosmte my tiew aod
wilenta 1o leave behind
something for the vise
itars to wee to help tell
the story. Most visitors
do nat have tha privi-
logw of going out to seo
San Jusn Hill"

After  her interview.
with Jerry Allred, Bev
Vowell Black stated,
“1 totally marvel every
year at the different tal.
cnts the various Bluff
Fort Sorvice Mliasion-
aries have that make
the Fort an even more
amaring ploce to vasit,

“It wis pever mene
toned whan Jerry (n.
torviewed 1o be.a Ser-
vie  Mbsionary  that
hé wos‘a wood carv.
er. Bomehow the Blull
Fort Director, Jim Orr,
found vut this man’s
talent and what i bless
ing that was!

1 kaye never seen a
piece of artwork that
touched my soal like
this replica of San Juan
Hill. The first time [
wilked {nto the BlafT
Fort wood shop and vaw
this amazing rendition,
1 simply broke down
and eried.

heaven must bo feeling
Tight now knowing that
someone was willing to
ereata o replion of boe of
tho most dilficult sccam:
plishaimts they uxperi-
enced in 1880 just prior
to reaching tho wito they
would eall Blufr®

This stx-fool carving
will be on pecmanent
display ot the Blar

day
urday, April 25 Tt fx n
must-sce!
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Children's Bluff Fort Pioneer Hunt

1. Co-opvisitorcenter ~ What disaster occurred to this bullding in 19252

2. Restrooms What reputation does this building have?

. Rellef Sodlety building Pioneer women made their own fabric. They carded the wool and made yarn with the
device under the window. What is it?

w

4. Maintenance bullding What part of this building welcomes guests for deliclous treats?
5. Crafts building What things are made for the co-op visitor center?

6. Navajo Hogan What Indlan tribe lived in this building?

7. Ute Teepee What Indian tribe lived in this building?

8. Water wheel The Pioneers used this for what purpose?

9. Gold panning Did bluff Fort have working gold miners?

10. Parley Butt cabin Pioneers couldn't go to the store and buy clothes. They made them. See how many
sewing machines you can find in this cabin.
11. Samuel Wood cabin  What were the weeds used for which are hanging on the wall?

12. Frederick I. Jones cabin Pioneer children love goodies just like you! What do you think was made in the metal
pot with the blue lid?

13. Holyoak Encampment What two things were used to keep warm?

14. Charles Waiton cabln  How successful was Bluff for students in attending college?

15. Hanson Bayles cabin  There Is a doll buggy in this cabin what is next to it?

16. Decker cabin There isn't a stove In this cabin. Where did pioneers cook thelr food?

17. Jens Nielson cabin Jens Nielson came to Salt Lake City by handcart and to Bluff by covered wagon. Find
something he used to carry his belongings to Bluff Fort.

18. George B Hobbs cabin Pioneer children loved to play Just like you. What is sitting in the highchair?

19. Thales Haskell cabin  Since there wasn't electricity In the cabins, can you find two things that were used for

light?

20. Amasa Barton blacksmith shop Amasa Barton was a blacksmith. What is that? Can you find what he used to
blow air on the fire?

21. Farm equipment display How were most of these items used?

22. James Redd cabin Pioneers couldn't run to the grocary store for everything. What was In the basket on
the table and how did they get those food ftems?

23. Lemuel Redd cabin A pioneer didn't have 2 microwave. What did they heat their water in?

24, Joseph Barton's original cabin  This cabin was bullt in the 1220z, One of the things that the plonser women
did was knit. What was being knitted in this cabin?

25. Lyman cabin Where did pioneer bables sleep? Find a baby's bed. What color is the blanket in the
bed?
26. Perkins cabin Pioneers did not have washing machines. Find what they used to wash their dlothes.
27. Kumen Jones home ~ What makes this home different from the other homes?
28. Pavillon How is this place used?
29, Log ‘The log i was used as the first school, church, courthouse and social hall
period who was the first school teacher?
30. Monument What is the name of this man who supported the Bluff Fort settlers? . - -
Vst the bakeryfor ANSWERS Two life-sized, fiberglass horses

arrived at the Fort on June 26,
2024. They will be hitched to a
covered wagon as a photo-op.

BLUFF FORT TOTAL YEARLY VISITORS

Year Total Visitors Total USA  Total International Total Missionaries
2008 2000

2009

2010

2011 15,118 January to October

2012 11,051 January to October 4
2013 18
2014 32,145 21
2015 33,430 21
2016 46,232 16
2017 42,029 23,227 14,735 14
2018 46,259 25,796 18,654 25
2019 47,907 25,674 20,901 24
2020 15,985 26
2021 44,176 28
2022 49314 2248 1366 25
2023 52245 8,531 6366 27
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’.‘.l! C1 US’
B Binaas EELAS Lk

Tty st DE bl “ WE CAN DO
F T e 261 HARD THINGS”

YOUNG WOMEN’S CAMPS TOUR THE BLUFF FORT 10 ACRE CAMPGROUND

" % SOLAR SHOWERS
BRGNS BAMPS VISIT CEMETERY PAVILIONS

YouTH CONFERENCES WATER
WARD/STAKE FIND THE BATHROOMS

SCOUTING GROUPS ROUTE ACTIVITY GRAVELED TENT SITES

| LEYB!
FAMILY REUNIONS CHALLENGE COURSE gULLLIBALL
, TETHERBALL

! HORSESHOES /

& MORE HIKE SAN JuaN Hii..
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Front cover of Bluff Fort Audio Series booklet.

BLUFF FORT HISTORIC SITE

1. Co-op Visitor's Center 16. Decker Cabin

2. Restrooms 17. Jens Nielson Cabin

3. Keliet Society Building 18, George B. Hobbs Cabin

4. Maintenance Building 19. 1hales Haskell Cabin

5. Crafts Building 20, Amasa Barton Blacksmith Shop
6. Navajo Hogan 21, Farm Equipment Display

7. Ute Tepee 22. James Redd Cabin

8. Water Wheel 23. Lemuel H. Redd

9. Gold Panning 24, Joseph Barton Original Cabin
10. Parley Butt Cabin 25. Lyman Cabin

11, Samuel Wood Cabin 26, Perkins Cabin

12. Frederik I. Jones Cabin 27. Kumen Jones Home

13. Holyoak Encampment 28. Pavilion

14. Charles Walton SchooliCabin  23. Meeting House

15. Hanson Bayles Cabin 30 Monument

Duvsda e aead it by Tha Hala in thee
IO, Dex 475, {650 Ceat Dzl Looasti Diut, ien, 54292

Mbpﬂmﬂumﬁy Py .,
iy

Bluff Fort Audio Stories Updated 2019

Disclaimer: This is a work in progress. Scripts are changed and added on
a fairly regular basis. The story project was under the direction of Grant
Taylor. Scripts were found in journals, letters and family stories that
were retold to fit the size the scripts. but Dick Jacobs and later Ben
Wilson helped record and edit the scripts. Many volunteers and some paid
translators helped to create these stories that can be found all around
Bluff Fort. Many thanks to all who helped. Editor’'s note: The audio sites are
nI:lmbered corresponding to the above map. A few have no audio, as noted along
the way.
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San Juan Cooperative Building (Site #1)
Read by Jeff Lambright

San Juan Cooperative

Established 1882

There are places so full of memories, they almost come to life. The co-op is that kind of
place. It has witnessed a great deal of history. The view out those windows has changed
through the years and yet if you watch and listen... who knows? You may catch a glimpse of
the past. From here one could see most of the comings and goings in town. The building
itself played a role, even before it was finished.

In 1899 the building, still under construction, hosted its first Holiday Dance. That festive
occasion provided a pattern for many celebrations to come.

But the co-op was more than a gathering place. It became the center of commerce as well.
Folks came here to do business from all over the region. Within these stone walls was a
bank, a Post Office, a General Store and a place to catch up on the news.

By 1895, Bluff had become one of the richest per capita cities west of the Mississippi.
Cattle, sheep and a gold rush kept the town and the co-op bustling with activity. In its hay
day, the Co-op issued stock. Members were paid a 40% return on their investment the first
year.

In 1920, the Co-op was sold to John Hunt, but continued its role as a community center.
Then one evening in 1925 Fred Star, a newly hired employee, stayed after work and
packed sticks of dynamite next to the safe. It seems that Fred decided to stay and watch
the explosion. July 19, 1925 not only marked the demise of the Co-op but also of Fred.

Valuable lessons and insights can be learned from the past. History helps us better
understand who we are. With those purposes firmly in mind, an effort to recreate the
original co-op was carried out by the Hole in the Rock Foundation. In 1899 the original
building was an investment in an uncertain future. It cost $3000 and untold labor when it
was built. Rebuilding it cost more than a million dollars in 2013. But this was an invest-
ment of a different kind-- an investment in the value of history--bringing past and present
together--enriching the future with the insights of the past. For all involved in the
re-creating the Co-op the effort has indeed been a labor of love.

Elder Erastus Snow (Site #1)
Statue upstairs in the Ecclesiastical corner
Read by Burnis Skinner

The settlers of Bluff had come in response to a missionary call, and Elder Erastus Snow
was the Mormon Apostle who shepherded the work of the fledgling San Juan Mission. He
visited Bluff in August of 1880 and gave the settlers instructions for building a hollow
square fort as a means of protection. He also surveyed the work on the canal and their
water diversions.

Elder Snow came again in the fall 1884 after a devastating flood brought the San Juan
River to the mid section of the Fort. Montezuma Fort had been washed away by that flood.

Realizing the difficulty of settling on the San Juan, Elder Snow offered a release to any who
lacked the means or ability to stay. The remaining settlers were given an Apostolic
Blessing which promised them that they would be doubly blessed if they remained.

That blessing was fulfilled in a literal way. By 1895, Bluff had become the richest city per
capita west of the Mississippi River. Cattle and sheep provided lucrative returns because of
the plentiful feed found on the surrounding rangeland.
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Elder Snow continued to oversee the work of the San Juan Missionaries and praised them
for their perseverance and dedication to their call to settle the San Juan.

Restrooms (Site #2)

Relief Society Building (Site #3)
Read by Connie Jacob

The Relief Society, the oldest woman’s organization in the world, was organized in Nauvoo,
Illinois, under the direction of the Prophet Joseph Smith following the desire of the sisters
to bring comfort and physical relief to the poor and to educate and strengthen the sisters
spiritually and morally. This organization which is governed by The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, directs the women’s efforts. The women of Bluff joined together
weekly in a Relief Society building and with kindness and love watched over and cared for
each other.

When babies were born, meals were taken in. When sickness entered in, care was given
and when death came, the sisters were there to give comfort and solace. They knew of

God’s Plan of Happiness and by joining their faith together miracles could and often did

happen.

Maintenance Building. (Site #4 no narrative)

Crafts Building (Site #5 no narrative)

Push buttons inside the Log Meetinghouse enable visitors to view video presentations in several
languages. Similar buttons allow visitors to hear the audio presentations detailed in the appendix.
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Hogan Narration (Site #6) (Not finalized or recorded)
Indian Encampment by Grant Taylor

Settling the west came with a price. The indigenous residents suffered because of the
white man’s desire for land and expansion of the United States. The white man’s laws and
treaties were not fair.

Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints came to the Great Basin
seeking freedom from religious persecution. Their Prophet and his brother, Joseph and
Hyrum Smith had been martyred in Illinois. Under the direction of their next prophet,
President Brigham Young, they left homes in Illinois and new converts coming from Europe
came west in wagons and handcarts, seeking refuge and a place to call home.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs made treaties with native tribes. Much of the land that was
allocated made it difficult to survive.

About the time these pioneers arrived, the Indians were returning from a forced
immigration to Oklahoma. Their cropland had been destroyed and so finding enough food
was difficult.

Marauding Indians preyed on their livestock and Brigham Young developed a plan to
work with the native Indian tribes. Young asked the Saints to feed not fight, but large
herds were coming up missing in southwestern Utah Territory. Due to pleas from these
settlers, Young decided to send a settlement group to the southeast corner of the territory.
He passed away in 1877 before calls were made, but in 1879 calls went out creating the
San Juan Mission from President John Taylor. This group was to work towards peace with
the Navajo and Paiute tribes.

When the settlers arrived in Bluff they were met by a group of Indians. These Indians
couldn’t believe that a wagon train could have negotiated the terrain.

Soon these settlers had regular interaction with the native Indians. Relationships were
made forging friendships. The Indians were intrigued by the pioneers and they began
trading with them. When pies and bread were baked at Bluff Fort, the Indians would come
hoping for a slice.

Soon, a trust and brotherhood developed. Indians worked for and with the white man.
The Indians learned that these white men could be trusted and that they did not lie.

This hogan has been blessed and was furnished by Lou Ann Harvey, a member of the
Navajo tribe and currently director of Senior Services in Bluff. She said that it reminds her
of her grandmother’s hogan.

The Hogan by Sunny Feinauer, Bluff Fort Missionary 2021 to 2023.

The word hogan means home. Casey and Cecilia Lee Boy came and spoke with Sunny
about how to set up the hogan. Mary Lou Harvey was the original one to set up and furnish
the Fort hogan.

The Fort’s is a male hogan. It has a square door, and it has sides that are built out
from the door. Our hogan has short sides because we don’t have enough room to build it
out.

A female hogan has a rounded door and does not come out in front. A female hogan is
typically larger than the male hogan. She can have more people in hers. The door always
faces east for the morning sun. The Native Americans say their morning prayers to the
east and their evening prayers to the west.

When you enter a hogan for normal purposes, you go left. You look forward to the
future. Don't look back to the past. This clockwise rotation is used in many things.
Sweeping, stirring while cooking, digging a hole when planting.

Way back, there was no cooking done in the male hogan. The women would cook
outside and bring the food in to the men. The male hogan is used for ceremonies, sleeping,
eating. In modern day, the females cook inside the female hogan.

Women and babies don’t wear feathers. Men can wear feathers for ceremonies. It
depends on the ceremony what kind of feathers. The feathers could be crow, eagle, or
turkey.

The picture in the hogan of the woman brushing hair is with a corn brush. They believe
that from birth, your wisdom is in your hair. So many don't cut their hair. When children
get older, they might ask permission to cut their hair. Parents decide if the child is wise
enough to make good decisions. Then they might give permission. Then along comes a
grandparent who says, “You cut off your wisdom.”
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They used to sit, as well as sleep on sheepskins. The tail of the sheep goes up against
the wall. They believe that the sheep can carry you off in the night, if the head is up by
the wall. In the morning, they take the sheepskins out, shake them, and let them air out
all day.

The special guest or the medicine man sits on the skin on the west end of the hogan.
The patient sits to the right of the medicine man. The medicine man does a sandpainting
on the floor which represents different things. The traditional colors of the sand are blue,
white, black and yellow. The ceremony can take up to 4 days before the patient is well.
At that time, the patient leaves, and the medicine man brushes the sand out of the door,
which takes all of the illness out of the hogan.

In the Fort hogan, we have a rug loom. They are sacred. All parts of it have sacred
symbols. The top is Father Sky. The bottom is Mother Earth.

Men were the first weavers. The tradition is that Spider Woman taught them to
weave. The lacing on the top represents lightning. The strings going down represents
rain. All the sticks are sacred and should never touch the ground. The patterns for the
rugs are in the weaver’s head.

They believe that they weave their soul into their rug. They need a way for the soul
to escape when the rug is finished. So, a thin thread comes out of the rug for that
purpose. It is called the spirit line.

The baby is held in a cradle board.The round part at the top represents a rainbow.
The lacing on the baby represents lightning. The baby is laced in snugly so that they will
develop a straight sturdy spine.

A mother will have the baby next to her when she weaves her rug so she can tell her
stories and sing cradle songs. There are many stories about the loom and the cradle
songs. They are sacred and not shared with us.

These items in the hogan are sacred and are kept off the ground.

Seven sticks are used for stirring. They represent the seven sisters. (The seven stars
in the sky.) When the men can’t see them in the sky, they know that it is time to plant.
These sticks can be presented to a young woman when she comes of age. She puts them
above the door. It represents That this home will not go without food.

The grinding stone can be used to grind corn. Traditionally, they ate blue corn and
squash. When a girl gets married. Her mother gives her white corn. The girl grinds it into
a fine white flour. She then puts it in the cake batter to make her wedding cake. She stirs
it with the stirring sticks in a clockwise rotation.

When the Navajos were forced to march to Fort Sumter, they were given bacon,
flour, and coffee beans. They did not know what to do with it. They ate it raw, and many
became sick and died. Captain Barney took flour and baked it on heated stones, and out
of that came frybread.

The hogan represents Mother Earth’s womb. The stove pipe is the umbilical cord, and
the hole in the ceiling is the navel. When leaving the hogan, a person puts their hands
high in the air and says “"Thank you Mother Earth.”
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Diagram from “The Hogan The Traditional Navajo Home.” by Scott
Thybony: Published by Western National Parks Association, Tucson,
AZ,1999. Inside the Fort hogan. Ron Bateman photo.

290



Modern History of Bluff Fort

Ute Tepee (Site #7) no narrative

Water Wheel Works-The Story of Water (Site #8)
Read by Jack Powers

Waterwheels and canals have been used for centuries to lift water from rivers and streams
to irrigate arid farmland. There are as many as 10 waterwheels that were built along the
San Juan River.

Soon after their arrival in Bluff, the San Juan Pioneers began surveying to build a canal.
The Devil’s Ditch as it became known started about 18 miles upstream from Bluff. Diverse
methods were used including different types of dams which seemed to get washed away
with every heavy rainstorm. The Pioneers used horses and a tool called a Fresno to help
dig out the canal. One resident of Bluff remembers as many as 25 teams of horses working
at one time trying to keep water in the canal. If you had a water turn, you were required
to spend time keeping the sandy banks from washing away. As much as three fourths of a
farmer’s time was spent working on the Ditch.

The Holyoaks, Hydes and others engineered and constructed large waterwheels to lift
water out of the San Juan. After the water was lifted out of the river it was run in a trough
or aqueduct, then the water flowed into ditches to irrigate their crops. Waterwheels
depending on their size weighed over 2,000 pounds. To construct and assemble the wheels
right at the waters edge was no small feat. However, the level of the water varied and to
adjust the level at which water met the buckets was pretty difficult. Then if there was a
flash flood it often meant the demise of the wheel and it was time to start all over again.

The San Juan River was the only source of irrigation water for the area around Bluff.

Henry and Sarah Holyoak and their seven children moved away from Bluff up the river to a
little place they called Holyoak. For three consecutive years they constructed waterwheels
just to have the San Juan flood and wash their waterwheels down stream. The Holyoaks
realized that when the land around Bluff was divided up that there wasn’t going to be
enough acreage for their family to survive and so they pushed on up the river. Sarah lived
out of her wagon for 3 years while the family struggled to get a waterwheel working.
Finally they moved on to Moab and settled at Proverty Flats a few miles west of Moab and
Henry made a good life for his growing family.

One of the largest waterwheels was built by the Hydes at the Rincon trading post owned by
Amasa Barton.Today you can still see the stone base near the San Juan river from which
the wheel was suspended. Water came down the canal and then ditches took off like
branches of a tree. At the top of each field was a headgate that could be raised or lowered.
Each farmer negotiated for water turns and depending on how many water shares you had
would determine how many hours you would have water in your ditch.

Much of the canal cut through sandy soil, the “Ditch” needed continual attention to keep
the water in the ditch. Washouts were common. Many diary entries were made that
referred to the “need to water the vegetable garden from the well today, because the
water had gone out of the Ditch.” Their vegetable gardens were large enough to sustain
their families through the year. Bottling string beans, corn, peas, applesauce, juices, and
anything else produced that would store in a bottle was part of the tasks in the summer
and fall.

Try your hand at creating ditches and dams in the erosion table. Mind how easily a break
in the dam sends flood waters down the ditch eroding the dam and ditches. This exact
problem plagued the Mormon pioneers every summer until the Devil’s Ditch was finally
discontinued in the late 1930’s.
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God Panning and Sluice Mining (Site #9)
Read by Jack Powers

Mining gave Bluff a real boom the late 1880’s and 90’s when flour gold was discovered on
the banks of the San Juan. Would-be miners came as far away as England and Wales. The
boom turned to bust when the way to recover the flour gold, very fine particles of gold,
turned too costly to claim. Some of the miners were also great stone masons and shortly
after the mining boom, stone homes began replacing their log cabins. The Kumen Jones
home on the Fort property was the first stone home constructed in Bluff. A walk through
town gives you a good idea of their amazing craftsmanship.

Try your luck panning for gold. You might be lucky enough to find something shiny in the
gold slough. Hope you are enjoying your time at Bluff Fort. Be sure and tell your friends
about your visit.

In 1879, John Taylor, President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints issued a
call for church members to settle this place. Their response is known as the San Juan
mission. The region was isolated and as a result it had become a stronghold for horse
thieves and other renegades. This in turn provoked strained relations with native tribes in
the region.

Parley Butt Cabin (Site #10) Written by Lanora Butt, daughter of Parley & Ency
Butt; also Ency Bayles Butt letter to Lanora Butt
Read by Jessica Jones, Great, great granddaughter

“October 10, 1897 - a windy cold day! While playing with the children --- popping corn for
us --mother was stricken with a coughing spell. By night she was chilly. We built a fire in
the fireplace. By bedtime she was worse. She dropped off to sleep and [then] suddenly
into convulsions. Soon after midnight Mother died along with her unborn child. Mother was
only 33 years old.

People were notified. They came-not a few.... When Uncle Hanson arrived from Thompson
Spring, he and Father threw their arms around each other and wept bitterly.

The funeral was held at the graveside on a knoll near the house where Mother had once
taken me to pick wild flowers. She remarked then that this would be a good place for a
cemetery.

I was taken there to see her lowered into the grave. I was the only one who knew that she
had picked that very spot. ..and recollections of that spring day eased my sorrow-torn
heart. (Spoken Signature): Lanora Butt, daughter of Ency Bayles Butt

urn provoked strained relations with native tribes in the region.

Samuel Wood Cabin (Site #11)
Written by a great granddaughter
Read by Terri Baker

Aunt Jody, as she was fondly called, was twenty-nine years old when she arrived in Bluff.
When sickness came upon the people, she quickly demonstrated her ability as a nurse. In
Bluff a bumper crop of babies was always on the way. Bishop Jens Nielson, who knew of
her nursing skills in Cedar City, called her to officiate as midwife of the community. She
refused, saying, “I am green as a cucumber, and I don’t know how babies are born." But
Bishop Nielson persuaded her. “She was the doctor in Bluff for twenty-five years, often
giving her services without charge, though some paid in kind with fruit, honey, meat,
cloth, or anything they had that was usable. She delivered over 165 babies after she
started counting, and never lost one in childbirth. Among her many gifts was the ability to
cheer and comfort those in distress. Her tender touch, her encouraging words, her calm
spirit, her cheerful way, and prayers were often the only medicine she used.”

292



Modern History of Bluff Fort

Frederick I. Jones Cabin (Site #12)
Description by Albert R. Lyman Read by Mark Taylor

When in 1882, Frederick and Mary Jones accepted a mission call to the recently organized
San Juan Mission, they left their small farm in Cedar City, and journeyed by covered
wagon to the little settlement named Bluff in the wilds alongside the San Juan River. As
soon as they arrived, Fred set out to provide for his loved ones in Bluff as he had in Cedar
City, but the lack of resources limited him.

Fred had a garden, an orchard, and land in the field. His two rooms, like every other house
in Bluff at that time, were built with the crooked and twisted cottonwoods that grew along
the river; the kind that defy mechanical skill and mock at artistic taste. The floors were
dirt. But within these log walls prevailed the blessed atmosphere of home, without which
even a palace is a desolate place to live. Even with its crudeness, there wasn't a home
where more parties, more candy pulls, quilting, and children's gatherings were held than in
the Jones's home.

With all the stark inconveniences and discomfort of life in the log shelters of far away Bluff
in the early 1880s, it was a life of peace and comfort compared to life among the rugged
rocks and thirsty sands along the dim wagon tracks leading away in any direction.

Holyoak Encampment (Site #13) No narrative

Walton Cabin/School in Bluff (Site #14)
Read by Carl Larsen

The determined pioneers who settled here were not solely interested in conquering

the land; they placed great importance on educating their hearts and their minds. “The
glory of God is intelligence” they believed. They had often been admonished to seek
learning...out of the best books...by study as well as by faith.

After they arrived, establishing a school became one of their first priorities. But readin’ and
writin’ and cipherin’ as it called were a bit different in 1880. Desks were shared with other
students. Slates were used instead of paper and pencils. And heat in the winter came from
a pot-bellied stove.

The Log meetinghouse served as the first schoolhouse. The bell on the south end called
children of all ages to school. Text books were scarce. One teacher taught all of the
grades. All lessons were recited or studied aloud. On occasion books were lent to the
school. These were treasured and thoroughly studied.

Bluff’s first school teachers included Ida Lyman, Sarah Cox, and Charles Walton.
Compensation was very meager. Payment for Ida Lyman's teaching services was a milk
cow. Wages for others came from a small tuition which was commonly paid in kind with
vegetables, fruits, meat and bread.

School activities included ball games, music lessons and a mandolin and guitar club.

When Charles Walton was the school teacher, he held a community spelling school every
Friday evening. Walton also gave music lessons, directed plays, made costumes, and built
scenery.

The lessons taught in the log school house enabled many of the pupils to go on to college.
By the turn of the century, Bluff had a higher percentage of youth attending Brigham
Young Academy in Provo, than did any other Utah community.

It has been said that experience is the best teacher in life and the experiences of those

who settled Bluff have provided lessons which not only benefited their own descendants
but which will benefit generations yet to come.
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Hanson Bayles (pronounced Bayless) Cabin (Site #15)
Read by Mark Taylor

While serving one term as Sheriff of San Juan County, two outlaw cowboys were seen in
the County. Hanson and his deputies rounded up the two cowboys and headed for
Thompson, UT, over 100 miles away. This was the closest rail-head where the outlaws
could be extradited to Colorado to stand trial for their misdeeds.

Each night Hanson and his deputies would take turns standing guard over the prisoners.
One night during Hanson’s watch, everyone seemed to be asleep. Pretty soon his eyes got
heavy too and he dozed off. All of a sudden he heard someone call out his name,
“Hanson!” He awoke just as one of the outlaws was grabbing for the rifle between Hanson’s
knees. Hanson grabbed got the rifle first and the plan was foiled.

They finished their journey and handed the outlaws over to the authorities waiting in
Thompson.

Hanson reported the incident to his family and said that the voice that had awakened him
had the distinct Danish accent of his deceased mother. He was convinced that his mother
had sounded the alarm that saved the lives of the two peace officers.

The Decker Cabin (Site #16)
Written by Anna Maria Mickelson
Read by Annete Decker, great granddaughter-in-law

Life in Bluff involved joy and sorrow. Some of the most joyous were the births and death
brought some of the saddest. Three Decker brothers, Cornelius, James and Nathaniel,

came with their wives. James’ wife, Anna, gave birth to the first baby on the expedition,
Lenora Deseret. Emma, Cornelius’ wife, gave birth to the first baby born in Bluff.

In 1901 diphtheria struck the family of James and Anna Marie Decker. Lynn, a son, died on
the 15th of December. The coffin was not allowed in the meetinghouse for fear of

spreading the disease.

The next day, James and their daughter Gertrude, 14, passed away. The family was
quarantined and their log home was burned to stop the spread of the disease. They moved
into the new home James had been building, but in late January two more children died,
Horace, 17, and Clair, 9. Anna Marie lost 4 of her 11 children and her husband in just a
little over a month. The diphtheria epidemic touched others but none died.

Anna felt great sorrow, but faith in her Savior Jesus Christ and a knowledge that she would
see them again gave her solace in her grief. Her friends and neighbors showed great love
to her in acts of service and kindness. That’s just the way it was in Bluff. When joy came to
one, it came to all, but when sorrow struck, it was felt by all as well. It took great faith and
courage to face the challenges. As each of us face challenges in our lives, faith in Jesus
Christ still brings peace to our minds.
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Jens Nielson Cabin (Site #17)

Written by Corinne Roring

Read by Evan Madsen

The women and children in Bluff watched from the windows of their small log homes, as a
hundred Navajo warriors with faces painted black rode into the fort on their horses
brandishing guns. It was a threatening day in the small fort’s history, for the settlers
would have to save themselves—if they were to survive. It was reported that a Navajo
was murdered by a Mormon named Amasa Barton at a his trading post at Rincon, ten
miles downriver on the San Juan, and that another Navajo had killed Amasa in
self-defense. And now, the Navajos wanted to avenge a wrong.

Two men were at the fort that day. The aged Bishop of Bluff, Jens Nielson, tired and
stooping from his labors, came limping to meet the hostile warriors, and Kumen Jones
came forward to act as an interpreter. "We are ready to talk with our friends," Jens said,
"but friends do not cling to their guns while they talk. We have no guns. If you want to
talk with us, go stand your guns against the wall and then sit with us here in a friendly
circle."

The courage of Jens facing the fight-hungry Indians disarmed every hostile spirit. The
older warriors were the first to dismount, and they leaned their guns against the log store,
and sat down cross-legged on the sand in front of the two white men. Soon, every Indian
stacked his gun with the others and sat down to listen.

"Your friend, Old Eye was not killed by Amasa Barton," declared Bishop Nielson, and he
told the Navajos to ask the Paiute Indians, who had witnessed the whole affair. The
calmness of Jens Nielson and Kumen Jones acted as sunshine on the Indian braves. The
storm passed as the voice of an old man from Denmark, spoke words of the heart to a
hundred braves ready to fight.

"Don't go now," Jens said. "Stay with us until tomorrow. It is late; you are hungry. Some
of you have come a long way." Jens ordered a fat steer be butchered, he ordered flour,
bacon, and other things from the log store. They built campfires all over the street,
roasted their beef, baked their bread, chatted and laughed. After breakfast the next
morning, the Indians insisted on shaking hands. "We are friends, always friends," the
Indians repeated as they rode away.

Once again, the hand of Providence brooded over the little colony in their effort to become
trusted friends.

Jens Nielson was a stalwart leader in the community and everyone looked up to and
trusted him. He lived in BIuff for the rest of his life and considered his mission complete
only with his death, which happened in 1906. He is buried on cemetery hill.

Bodil Mortensen Statue (Site #17a) Narrative on small video

screen on front of Jens Nielson Cabin
Opener to Tremonton Stake Pioneer Youth Trek July 26th, 2009
https://www.youtube.com/watch?V=i2PZ48pbgxE WALDRPW

I was born in a beautiful country in Denmark in 1847. My parents weren't wealthy people.
But more important was their faith in Jesus Christ and in his church. They wanted badly to
move to the Salt Lake valley with the other Mormons. They could not afford to send the
family all at once. So, they started to send us one by one.

My sister had gone the year before and now it was my turn. I was only 9 when they
started. I went with another family, Jens and Elsie Nielsen. Their little boy, Neils who was
five, became one of my playmates.

It was a long voyage across the ocean and many people became ill. But what an
adventure for a young girl. We didn't reach Iowa City until late in the spring, but we were
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so excited to get there that they decided to head out with one of the last hand cart
companies. It wasn't too bad for us kids and we covered a lot of miles because we didn't
have to wait for the big slow animals. It was a lot harder on the men who were pulling
the big handcarts, and many became sick from exhaustion. Sister Nielsen asked me to
help watch little Neils while she helped her husband.

Late in October we crossed the Sweetwater River in Wyoming. It started to get cold. By
morning we were covered in over a foot of snow. They told us that we had to keep going
or we would freeze to death. Brother Nielson was so frozen and weak that he told his
wife to go on without him. Even though she was a small woman, she put him in the hand
cart and pulled him. It made it more important for me to keep Neils going. It was so cold
that it was hard to keep up. We wanted to stop many times, but those that did would
freeze to death.

Late that evening, we finally stopped. I was so grateful and only wanted to sit down and
have something warm to eat. Sister Nielsen told me that I cannot rest yet. She sent me
out for wood for the fire. I couldn't find anything else to burn so I started to gather
sagebrush. I worked my way back through the cold and the snow to the handcart. I was
so tired that I leaned up against the wheel of the handcart to rest for a moment. I shut
my eyes and fell asleep never to open them again in this life. I was buried the next day
in @a common grave with 13 other people, including my little friend Neils. My name was
Bodil Mortensen.

George B. Hobbs Cabin (Site #18)
Read by Paul Taylor Button #6 read by Joseph and Nathan Taylor

I was just 22 when called to the San Juan Mission. I had two sisters and their families
who were also a part of the San Juan Mission call, Elizabeth and her husband Henry and
Ellen Agnes and her husband Amos Hyrum Fielding. My family lived in Parowan. I was
still single when I went on the expedition. During the next few months I was called to be
a scout on all four of the exploring parties. I saw the difficulty in the lower trail across
Lee’s Ferry and across the reservation. I traveled back the upper route when we left
Elizabeth and her family at Montezuma Creek. Silas Smith and others had heard word
from Charles Hall and Ruben Collett that there was a crevice in the Colorado River
Plateau at the end of the Kaparowitz Plateau. It seemed the best and most feasible way
across the Colorado, because it was so much shorter and didn’t cross Indian

Territory. On the last exploring expedition I was called along with George Morrill, George
Washing Sevy and Lemuel H. Redd Sr. to scout the rest of the trail for the wagon train.

We packed food for eight days thinking that the little over a hundred miles could be
mapped in that time period. Little did we know...

At the top of Grey Mesa we spent most of one day looking for a way off the slick rock
that encircled the flat plateau. That night as we were eating our dinner, eight mountain
sheep came into our camp. They were really beautiful. The next morning we decided to
give it one last shot and so each of us headed in a different direction. I gave up and
headed back to camp to make breakfast for everyone, thinking that they’d find a way.
While I was frying up some bacon, one of those mountain sheep came into camp. I had a
gun, but it was too beautiful to kill. So I grabbed my lariat and tried to lasso it. No
sooner had I thrown the rope than the animal would move a bit ahead. I kept coiling my
rope and throwing, and he kept moving just out of reach of the rope. Without really
realizing, all of a sudden I was off the mesa. The little sheep had shown us the way
down.

It proved to be the only way possible to take wagons off the mesa, even though we had
to build another dugway and put in a lot of cribbing for the wagons to safely come down.
I know that God was with us and that He knew that we had to go on, like Jens Nielson
said, “Whether we can make it or not.”
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seen from the first expedition to Montezuma Creek. Being guided again by the hand of
God, we climbed to the top, and I recognized the Blues. We thought we might also have
seen trees lining the San Juan River. We found an Indian tower to sleep in that night. We
circumvented Grand Gulch and found our way down the Twist. Then we had to try to find a
passage through Comb Reef. It stretched for almost 60 miles. Hurrying down Comb Wash,
we found a Navajo trail that led up through a crack. Wagons couldn’t go that way, but with
difficulty they could make it up San Juan Hill.

We arrived in Bluff on December 27«. A gentile lady, Sister Harris, had just finished
breakfast for her family but had some Johnny cakes that she fed us and fried up some
pork. I think I ate twenty-three Johnny cakes, which almost made me sick. Oh what joy to
see my sister and her family and the Davis family in Montezuma Creek all doing fairly well.

When I got back to report to the brethren, I asked about my livestock that I had left with
them to watch over. It was all my worldly wealth and they had let my animals wander off. I
was tired and hopping mad, so mad that I decided to quit the expedition and head back
home. As I headed back along the Kaiporowits, I cooled off a bit. Then I got feeling pretty
awful that I'd shot my mouth off like that with good people that were trying to do the same
thing as me, live by the golden rule. I got to feeling pretty humble and so as I was hiking
along, I started to pray. Pretty soon I had an impression that I should move closer to the
plateau. Not too far off the trail, I came across a pretty little meadow with my livestock,
plus some other strays. I realized that my animals had been cared for by the best
Shepherd of all. Now I could have just skedaddled back to Parowan, but I knew that I had
been called by President Lund, under the direction of our Prophet John Taylor, to help
scout out the trail for the Hole in the Rock pioneers. So I retraced my steps back to 50 mile
camp and checked back in for the duration of the trek.

Thales Haskell (Site #19)
Read by Mark Taylor

When Thales Haskell was a young boy, he never imagined he would one day be called on a
mission to live among Native American tribes in the west, in order to learn their language,
their culture, and their ways for the purpose of improving relations between the Indians
and the Pioneer settlers.

In 1855, Thales married Hannah Maria Woodbury, and they moved to a small settlement in
southern Utah. Thales was away from home when a young Indian boy was visiting Hannah,
and the boy removed one of the guns that Thales kept on the wall. The boy accidentally
discharged the gun, and Hannah and her unborn child died from the gun wound. When
Thales returned home he was devastated, however, he did not seek retaliation on the
young boy. Thales believed the boy's story that it was an accident, and he did not want the
boy punished.

In 1857, Thales married Margaret Johanna Edwards. Margaret was from Wales and
adapted to life in the rugged west. She became a mid-wife and nurse to the settlers.

In 1881, Thales was called to move his family to San Juan in the four corners region,
where he assisted the settlement of Bluff. Often in danger, Thales was promised in a
blessing that as long as he was obedient to the Lord he would never be harmed by the
Indians. That promise was fulfilled as he mediated between various tribes and the
pioneers. Thales was well known as one of the best interpreters in the Mormon community.
He spoke five Indian languages and earned the respect of many natives. Navajo Henry was
ever emphatic in his praise of Thales. “Haskell,” said Henry, “he all time one talk and heap
good man.” Mancos Jim, a veteran of all the old fights, never hesitated to declare when
Haskell’s name came up, “Me heap like ‘em.” As for Haskell, he humbly remarked, "It
seemed to me that it was the Lord's will that I should be one to tarry with the Indians."
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In 1886, Apostle Erastus Snow paid a visit to Bluff and commented on the fact that Thales’
family was not there. When Thales explained that they had moved to Colorado, Elder Snow
inquired as to why Thales had not gone with them. Humbly, Thales answered that as he
had not yet been released from his missionary service, he had not felt it proper for him to
leave. On the spot, Elder Snow released Thales and encouraged him to join his family in
Colorado, which he did, though not for long. In 1888, Indian trouble again became so
bothersome to the BIluff settlers that they requested to church officials that Thales

return. Obediently, Thales accepted the call to return to Bluff, and he did what he could to
help restore peaceful relations with the local Indians. In 1891 he was again released from
his missionary service and returned to Colorado. Remarkably, he had spent nearly

thirty-two years of his life as an Indian missionary. Thales passed away on 13 June 1909 in
Manasa, Colorado.

Amasa Barton (Site # 20)
Read by Mark Taylor

Commerce was good with the new settlements. A number of trading posts sprouted up.
Amasa Barton started his trading post, the Rincon, near San Juan Hill. Often customers
would bring items for pawn. An Indian named One Eye had brought in a gun to use for
trade at the trading post. A few days later he returned bringing a broken gun hoping to
exchange that one for the working gun and maintain the same amount of credit or pawn.
Amasa explained that that was not fair and that he couldn’t make the exchange. One Eye
and his renegade friend became agitated. Amasa invited the two to a meal which his wife
had prepared. After a nice lunch they returned to the trading post and continued their
dialogue. The renegade friend pulled out his gun and fired at Amasa. Amasa ducked and
the bullet mortally wounded One-Eye. Seeing what he had done, the renegade fired again
at Amasa and hitting him in the head mortally wounded him. Seeding Amasa fall to the
ground, he put the gun to his head and fired again. He then left to tell his friends his
version of why One-Eye was dead.

Sister Barton, hearing the gun shots came running and when she saw what had happened
she gave a young Indian boy named Posey two dollars to deliver a message to the folks in
Bluff to come and help them. Amasa was moved to Bluff and about 8 days later he passed
away.

When the renegade told his story to the tribe, the Indians prepared for battle and covered
in war paint, got on their horses and rode into Bluff. They were met by Bishop Neilson and
while he talked others prepared a large meal and they all sat down to eat. The next
morning, the store was opened and dry goods were handed out to the Indians and no
physical harm was done. Feeding, not fighting the Native Americans was the Mormon way.

Farm Equipment Display (Site #21 no narrative)
Equipment Donated by Melvin Gaines

James Redd Cabin (Site #22)

Written by Mary Donahoe
Read by Mark Taylor

James Monroe Redd was sixteen when he joined the Hole in the Rock party to assist his
older brother and father (Lemuel H.) on the trail. Monroe was in charge of overseeing the
cattle and horses, and when grass and feed became scarce, he separated from the
company to find grazing ground.

Arriving in Bluff, he helped set-up living quarters for those he had grown to know and love,

before he returned to New Harmony, Utah. In 1884, he married Lucinda Pace and they
lived in New Harmony for the first three years. However, in 1887, Monroe sensed greater
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business prospects in southeastern Utah, and moved his family to Bluff. The journey was
much easier this time with no holes to blast or roads to hue out of rock surfaces.

Monroe turned to raising cattle and horses and joined the San Juan Co-op in Bluff when
the settlers bought out a Texas cattle company. Monroe's growing family led him to return
to farming, and the family moved north to Monticello in 1905, where land was more
suitable.

During an epidemic of typhoid fever that hit their Monticello community, Lucinda nursed
many people who became quite ill. When it was discovered that typhoid spread through
the unclean water from their irrigation ditch, Lucinda and several other women made it
their personal mission to see that a clean water system and electricity were installed in
Monticello.

For many years, Monticello had no public eating place, so the Redd's home was open to
hungry, tired travelers. The guests that they entertained ran the gamut from state and
Church officials to humble, hungry Indians. Thus, the influence of those who first settled in
Bluff, spread throughout all of San Juan County.

LH Redd Cabin Ramblings of Eliza Westover Redd (Site #23)
Read by Vinnie Harker

You are wrong about my early experiences in Bluff. (A chuckle and a smile in her voice as
she remembers).

After traveling six months, to have a real room, to be able to stand up to dress and
undress to be able to open and close a real door, let light in through a real window, make

my bed and walk around to do things —that was joy unsurpassed.

Father was a thrifty person from the start, so even in those early days, we always had a
cozy nook in our rough surroundings. When we first arrived, he took our two wagon covers
and made a very comfortable tent. He built a bedstead from pieces of dry cottonwood and
corded it with rope. No castle was more appreciated!

Later he built a cabin and then he went up the river when he heard a settler was leaving
and came home with lumber flooring enough for one room, also a door and a window and
half dozen chickens. I bought a cheap lace curtain from Montgomery, and put factory
(muslin) on the wall, and oh you can’t imagine what that one room log cabin with a real
door and window meant to me. I had a rag carpet mother had helped me with and that
room, I can see it now. It was real happiness. When my neighbor, Harriet Barton called
one day, she was fair aghast at the coziness of my cabin.

Believe it or not, those days of bringing up my young'uns at the fort was the happiest time
of my life. (Hear the pen scratching stop and a contented sigh.)

(Spoken signature): Eliza Westover Redd

299



Joseph Barton Cabin (Site #24)

Written by LaRue Barton Kirkham, read by Cassie Welch, Great granddaughter.

Mama had been washing and ironing all week. It wasn't often that a photographer came to
town. In those days we had to sit very still while the cap on the lens of the camera was
removed and left off for 30 seconds or more. It must have been a daunting task getting
seven children not to wiggle, but Mama was determined. Looking back, I wonder if she
somehow knew that would be our last photograph.

Caring for a large family was very hard work and Mama didn't seem quite herself as we
awaited the arrival of child number eight. Still her eyes seemed to sparkle at Papa's
promise to remodel her too small of a kitchen but before it was finished things went very
wrong. Mama passed away a few days after delivering Ray Wesley. He died a few days
after her.

Papa had been carefully sorting and matching lengths of fine-grained wood to build
cabinets for Mama's kitchen. He used the wood for her coffin instead.

It was hard to be happy after Mama died. Sometimes, I would sit in her rocking chair and
look at that last photograph, hour after hour. I could almost feel her comforting me. We
cannot see things clearly now, but there is one thing I know . . . one day we will all be

together again. Annie Barton Hammond, 1896.

Platte D. Lyman (Site #25)
Written by Brent Lyman, Great grandson of Platte DeAlton Lyman
Read by Mark Taylor

Platte was born in the back of a wagon on August 20, 1848. Two wagons had stopped on
the banks of the Platte River for 30 minutes while he was born. They would travel for two
more months before reaching the Salt Lake valley. Platte had only three weeks of formal
education but his mother taught him to read and write by the age of six. He studied the
rest of his life. He cowboyed, freighted and farmed. He provided the main source of in-
come for his widowed mother and siblings. He loved to read and always had some books in
his saddlebags. He loved horses and said, “The best thing for the inside of a man is the
outside of a horse.”

At the age of 18 he was called to serve a mission to England. He and Adelia Robison had
been married for five days. In his early twenties he was asked to represent Millard County
to help draft the first Utah Statehood Constitution. Platte became well known and trusted
in Central Utah.

In 1879 he was called with his family to join several dozen other families to settle San Juan
County. This southeastern portion of the Utah Territory was home to Navajos, Paiutes and
outlaws, all of which often raided settlements to the West and North. Platte was asked to
become the field captain serving under Silas Smith. Platte kept the only daily diary for the
first expedition. Smith was away much of the time getting supplies and lobbying the
Territorial Legislature for money so that left Platte in charge of the expedition, which con-
structed a road across the most difficult terrain ever traveled by a settlement wagon train.

He spent most of the remainder of his life in San Juan County where he was the first
president of the San Juan Stake, the first president of the San Juan Cooperative and he
helped organize the first San Juan County legal court system and county government.
After serving as President of the European Mission for three years for the Mormon Church,
he returned to his beloved San Juan. He died in Bluff on November 13, 1901 at the 53. (A.

Brent Lyman, Great Grandson of Platte DeAlton Lyman)
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Perkins Cabin (Site #26)
Written and read by Frank & Elaine Rowley

At the tender age of 6, Benjamin Perkins was thrust into the dark depths of the coal mines
in Wales. Who would have ever thought this experience would prepare him for the
“impossible journey” that awaited him and his brother Hyrum and their families.

When the call from President John Taylor came to Hyrum and his wife, Rachel, in 1879 to
join the San Juan Mission, Benjamin volunteered for him and his wife Mary Ann to join the
expedition also. It was Elder John Taylor who when on a mission to Wales, had stayed
often with the Perkins family and had given them great spiritual inspiration and direction.
This caused Ben and Hyrum and their wives to willingly accept the call.

As the company reached the Colorado River at the site they would soon call “The-Hole- in-
the- Rock” it became Ben and Hyrum'’s job to design and engineer the seemingly
impossible task of making a road down this nearly vertical cliff. With their experience in
mining and the use of explosives they were soon nick-named the “blowers and blasters
from Wales.”

Despite the hardships the pioneers faced daily, a great deal of the peace of the company
was due to the pleasant natures of the Perkins brothers. Kumen Jones wrote in later life of
the journey to Bluff, “..We needed men who knew how to work and were not afraid to
tackle downright hard jobs where good judgment was needed. And here is where the
Perkins Brothers, Uncle Ben and Hyrum came into the large game. The jolly good nature
with which they went at the hardest and biggest jobs was an example in psychology. It
gave courage to the less ambitious ones, and that was an asset to the cause.”

The "impossible journey” could never have been accomplished without the stalwart women
that stood alongside these valiant men.

MaryAnn, Ben’s 1= wife, was a woman of remarkable courage, determination and a strong
sense of duty. She was the mother to 11 children and 1 adopted daughter. Mary Ann filled
her home with flowers and beautiful things and welcomed all who came to her door, no
matter their station, their dress or their race.

Sarah Williams, at the age of 19, came along on the trip to Bluff to help Ben and her sister
MaryAnn with their children. She also drove one of the wagons for Ben. When they arrived
in Bluff, she said, “I didn’t see anything there to stop for, nor could I see how it was
possible to make a town in such a place. How thankful I was I didn’t have to make my
home there.” Little did she know that she would soon become Ben’s 2nd wife and she
would raise her 10 children in this little spot in the desert that she grew to love so very
much.

Rachel Corry, Hyrum’s wife, was known for her ability to remain calm in situations of great
anxiety. When a Navajo “war party” was headed to Bluff and all the women and children
were to meet at one of Bishop Nielson’s home, Rachel and her four little children were not
there. She had “bits and pieces of tidying that she had to do in her house before leaving it
and even in the face of marauding Navajos, her standards would prevail.”

These are the Perkin’s pioneers!
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Kumen Jones Home (site #27)
Written by Kumen Jones-excerpts gathered by Leon Jones, Great grandson
Read by Leon Jones

“Three babies were born on the way, and with the assistance of two old-time nurses, and
the blessing of the Good Father, all went well with mothers and children. The Good Father
had a kind watch care over our whole company of pilgrims, bringing us through without
death or serious sickness or accident of any nature. Nearly everyone was helpful and kind
and good-natured, and in very rough places men would rally to each other's help,
steadying the wagons down the slick rocks with long ropes, and pushing and pulling up the
hills. With them was an ol-timer named Barnes whose ponderous laugh echoing through
camp would bring at least a good-natured smile to the faces of all who heard.

“Looking back at it now, and considering how that large company working, and blasting
their way through a country of that nature, and being there during six months of one of
the severest winters, it looks to me as though there was something more than human
power and wisdom associated with it.

“When that bedraggled company of tired pilgrims straggled into the present site of Bluff,
many of their teams, which consisted of horses of all sizes and descriptions, as well as
oxen, mules and burros, were unable to proceed farther; at least they would have to stop
there for some time, and some of them remained there on that account. Most of the
original settlers at Bluff, however, remained there from religious and conscientious
motives. And under the blessing and protection of a kind Providence, they were prospered
and preserved to accomplish, at least in a large measure, the mission assigned them.
Kumen Jones

Bowery (no recording) (Site #28)

Vegetable Garden (Map Site not numbered) Not recorded

Garden produce was very important to the survival of these pioneers. Each spring the soil
was prepared by digging in manure and other organic material. Seeds were planted as
weather allowed. Peas, onions, cabbage, radishes and lettuce were all planted in the early
spring. When fear of frost passed then other vegetables were planted. Letters and diaries
talk about what was planted and how well they were doing. Some commented about the
water being out of the Devil’s ditch and so water was drawn from one of the three wells at
the Fort. Garden plots were large, often as big about 100’ x 100’. A family’s vegetable
requirements came from their harvest. Vegetables were preserved in bottles for use in the
winter. Bluff was noted for its horticulture, berries as well as watermelon and cantaloupe.

Orchard Story - (Map Site not numbered) Not recorded

Mormon settlers were industrious. Soon after arriving in the Salt Lake Valley, Platt D.
Lyman’s, 2~ in command on the Hole in the Rock trail, grandfather headed back across the
plains realizing that the Mormons would need starts for fruit trees and other nursery stock.
Fruit trees were planted around their homes hoping that the frost wouldn’t get the year’s
harvest. Bluff was known for its fruit production. The fruit would be made into jams and
jellies. Larger fruits were bottled, sliced peaches, apricots, pears, and plums. The women
were proud of the bottled fruit lining their store room shelves. Bottling was a big job for
the whole family. Each fall as fruits and vegetables ripened, children picked the fruit and
helped stock the wood to keep the stove hot. Fruit was washed and placed in sterilized
bottles and placed in a large kettle where it would cook. After the prescribed time in the
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water bath, bottles would be placed on the kitchen table and each ear would be tuned to
hear the ping of the bottle lid announcing that it was sealed and ready for storage. Each
family member looked forward to a cold bottle of peaches or pears, or jam or jelly on
their homemade bread. Families hoped that the home-canned stock would last late into
the winter to spice up their diet. Preservation of fruit and vegetables helped keep family
expenses down and made for a great family project.

Log Meetinghouse (Site #29)
Read by Burnis Skinner

The log meetinghouse was built soon after the pioneers arrived in Bluff. It “became a
place for meetings, dances and all kinds of public gatherings. It gave shelter in wet
seasons to unfortunate families whose mud roofs failed to turn the rain and it offered a
hardy place for friends to meet and for strolling lovers to rest in the evening. It was not
a church but simply a meetinghouse.” Albert R. Lyman

Dances, plays, musical productions and parties were commonplace in the meetinghouse.
The walls frequently reverberated with sounds from Samuel Cox’s fiddle, Charles
Walton’s violin and horn, Thales Haskell’'s accordion and Benjamin Perkin’s gifted voice
and antics, as well as the sounds of harmonicas, choirs, vocal duets and solos.

Church services were also held in this building until 1895 when it was replaced with a
stone meetinghouse.

Far too frequently, members of the little community gathered in the meetinghouse with
heavy hearts as they mourned the passing of one of their own.

It was uncommon for all of the children of any family to reach adulthood. The Bluff
cemetery gravestones paint a sad portrait of the challenges of life on the frontier in the
1880's. The cemetery records list many children who died within days or hours of their
birth. Others died in their youth from diphtheria, measles, croup or from simple cuts and
scrapes that became infected. Some mothers died in childbirth. Burns from the fireplace
took their toll, as did falls from horses.

When wildflowers were in bloom, the caskets were adorned with them. Prayers, hymns
of comfort, eulogies and gospel messages provided an eternal perspective and comfort
to the mourners.

Following each service a slow procession led by the casket bearers made its way through
town and up onto cemetery hill. Here a vista of the entire town, the river and red cliffs
provided a fitting backdrop for a final resting place.

Sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ was considered a sacred duty. At significant sacrifice
to their families, those called answered the call to serve missions for two to three
years. Some, particularly the older men, served missions prior to coming to Bluff while
others were called from Bluff. Most of the young single men of Bluff were called as were
many married men whose departure placed the responsibility for the livelihood of their
families upon their wives and children. Following a quarterly conference, Brigham Young
Jr. recorded in his journal that so many men had been called away from BIluff to serve
elsewhere, that there weren't enough left to maintain the irrigation ditch.
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John Taylor Statue (Site #30)
Read by Jack Powers

President Taylor understood the difficulties facing the original native inhabitants who were
gradually being forced onto government reservations. He instructed the settlers to “feed
them, not fight them,” and that’s what they attempted to do.

There were a few minor conflicts during those early years, a learning curve which sprang
from the clash of two cultures. But in time President Taylor’'s counsel prevailed. The first
response to the settlers became to reach for a loaf of bread rather than a gun.

Hole in the Rock Monument Plaza (Site #30a)

Etched here in stone are the names of those hearty pioneers who made the descent down
the 1300-foot vertical drop known as the Hole in the Rock. But that was the only the first
obstacle they encountered. Six more tests of courage and determination awaited them on
the trail. The last of these obstacles, known as San Juan Hill, was just 10 miles west of
Bluff.

After six grueling months of toil and struggle, teams were exhausted and provisions nearly
gone, yet the company was determined to press on.

It required seven span (14 animals) of horses to pull each wagon up the last hill 800 feet
of slick, solid rock. These hardy pioneers not only opened a route which many others would
follow in the years which followed, they made this ground sacred because of their faith and
courage.

When the San Juan pioneers reached the Bluff valley, irrigating and planting crops became
their paramount concerns. As soon as an irrigation ditch was in and crops were planted,
their energy was directed to the construction of adequate shelter that they might not
spend another winter in wagon beds and tents.

By early fall, they were helping one another construct log cabins from the surrounding
Cottonwood trees. Initially, the one room cabins were constructed adjacent to each other
to form a fort. The Bluff Fort was not a fortress, but rather places where security was
achieved by living in close proximity to each other; united in a common goal.

The chicken coop. (Map Site not nhumbered) No recording.

Sunflowers planted by Lisa Hill (2023) in front of a handcart on the left. The chicken coop was
eventually converted into a garden shed with chicken clucking sounds emanating from a
strategically placed speaker disguised as a rock. An artificial hen roosts in the window.
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Architects’ drawings of the San Juan Cooperative store.
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Stair leading to the
museum.

Bluff Mining Cart nan Cooperative facing southwe

inside the Co-op. Displays of Native American items,
handcrafted wood bread boards & rolling
pins, etc., plus Topsy Turvy dolls and the
“Talking Wall.”

Handmade toys such as games, wooden rifles
and pistols, tomahawks, slingshots, and caps
are for sale in the Co-op.

San Juan Cooperative sale ater. Handmade purses, quilts, cozys, etc. for sale.
Ron Bateman photos. Missionary Bev Bateman pictured.
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The south wall has art display
racks on wheels. On the left are
stairs leading to the directors’
office. Behind the artracks is a
video presentation area as well
as double doors leading to
outside stairs on the back of the
Co-op. On the left are doors
leading to a storage closet &
restrooms.

Ron Bateman photos.
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OBSERVATIONS IN THE CO-OP by Sunny Feinauer (Church Service Missionary 2021-2023)

THE LAST WAGON DOWN STORY-If time, we can tell the story of the “Last
Wagon Down.” The picture is in the wagon; we can use it as a visual aid.

DIORAMA OF ASCENT UP SAN JUAN HILL- One reason that this was
placed there is for our guests to see it, after seeing the film in room #3.
The photos are above it to help show Comb Ridge and San Juan Hill. A
pointer stick is on the mailboxes to use in pointing out Comb Ridge and
San Juan Hill.

COMB RIDGE PHOTO - It illustrates how massive and formidable the ridge
really is.

SAN JUAN HILL- You may want to tell visitors that you have hiked San
Juan Hill. Show the trail that the pioneers went up. Point out the carving
depiction “We Thank Thee Oh God.”

VERBALLY TAKE THEM ON A TOUR OF THE SMALL MUSEUM UPSTAIRS
(which has been thoughtfully laid out.)

THERE ARE PHOTOS ON THE STAIRCASE (What upstairs looked like prior

to re-arrangement: the large bust of Erastus Snow was at the top of the stairs and people
frequently asked if that was the prophet.
People asked the same about the large
portrait of Jens Nielsen. The thought was
to tell about whom, and what the
pioneers saw when they first came to
Bluff.)

NATIVE AMERICANS- The pioneers first
encountered Native Americans. So, our
native American display is at the top of
the stairs. NATIVE Rugs- The rug on the
wall came from Redd’s cabin. The rug on
the loom belongs to Marie Begaye.

SWING TREE photo- The Bluff residents put up a swing and
called it the swing tree. They met there for church,
meetings, school and picnics. It was a popular place.

The GRAND PIANO was donated by Doug and Laurie Powell,
former directors.

Rich Murset photos.
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The NAVAJO RUG at the top stairs in the Co-op belongs to Marie Begaye. She talked about
learning the art. She said “As Navajos we grow up with the teachings of our culture. My
mom was the one who taught me the way of life. She taught me how to weave rugs and
would usually take our rugs to the trading post to make money. It would help to buy food
and clothes for us. My mom thought it was the way to support our family. She learned it
from her experience of being an orphan at age 10. When | got older, | started to notice that
it isn't all about the money. | started noticing that my art holds many meanings and
memories that are part of the designs. It is a spiritual thing and having turquoise jewelry,
and a display of art, and rugs in your home brings protection and blessings.

She said of her traditional culture and lifestyle “A lot of times | asked my mom for teachings.
She would explain the rights and wrongs in my culture. | usually keep corn pollen and herbs

by my side to use when | need protection. Other than that, | just keep positive thoughts. You
can avoid negative thoughts if you think otherwise. Weaving is also meditation to me. When

| weave it clears my thoughts. The world is blocked out and i just weave.” Taken from “HOZHO A
Walk in Beauty.” By the students of Tse'Bii'Nidzisgai Elementary and Monument Valley High Schools, Doug Freed, editor.

Marie has been a fixture at Bluff Fort for many years as a faithful custodian and docent, coming three
times weekly to clean the restrooms.. Ron Bateman photo.
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The beautiful QUILT was
donated by an unknown

person. It’s all hand quilted.
Check out the back.

The TRADING POST which eventually became the Co-op
and the ECCLESIASTICAL CORNER with signs under the
pictures identifying the portraits.

Rich Murset photos.

A RUG MAKING LOOM

Jens Nielson, 1st Bishop of Bluff.

Platte
Lyman,
leader
through the
Hole in the
Rock, stake
& mission
president.

Kumen Jones, friend to
Native Americans,
counselor to Jens Nielson.

Erastus Snow bust by Ortho
Fairbanks. Apostle Snow had
responsibility for pioneer
settlements including Bluff City.
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FAMILY COLLECTIONS - families decorated the museum
with ancestors’ photos and special keepsakes.

Perkins, Bluff Missionaries, and
Scorups.

Rich Murset

Johnson, Butt & Barton Families.

Original tea set of Rachel Corry Perkins sign.
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Pioneer family heirlooms.

Pace and Barney
Families, below.

Hanson Bayles with wives Mary Ann and Evelyn.

Rich Murset photos.

WALL OF PHOTOS- CHARLES GOODMAN photographer
Wonderful history of the fort through his pictures.
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CHARLES GOODMAN PHOTO COLLECTION above on north wall.
Museum display of items to buy, a ledger, dry goods, eggs, and Co-op coinage in a cabinet
directly under.

Museum artifacts—Key to Barton
Trading Post, 1882 nickel, etc.

Representative items sold in the Co-op.

Rich Murset photos.

Ledger and San Juan Cooperative Token.

Bluff LDS rock chapel.

Charles Goodman collection.
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1893

Co-op display of Harper’s Weekly December 1893 article describing Bluff City in glowing terms.

San Juan Co-op Trading Post
1882- the late 1890’s

The San Juan Colonizers experienced crop failures, the
loss of homes and property from the flooding of the San
Juan River, frequent failures of their dam and irrigation
system and ongoing difficulties in establishing peaceful

relations with the Navajos and Utes. The one enterprise
that proved consistently successful was the San Juan
Co-op. Nearly from its inception, the Co-op proved piof-
itable. paid dividends, provided a place where goods
conld be sold or purchased and provided the community
with a badly needed source of revenue. llustration by
Remington Lap«a 1893

There is also art
displayed on the
second floor.

Museum photos by
Rich Murset.
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The San Juan Colonizers
display is located on the north
wall. Upstairs theater built by
Fort volunteer Jack Powers;
exit doors on the south, and
family groupings hanging on
the wall. The stairs, Native
American display, and piano is
on the far right.

Rich Murset photos.
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The Roring property (left) has a home, three missionary apartments and a guest apartment, 3 trailer hookups,
storage & pad for RVs.

The Jens Nielson
complex (owned
by HIRF) of five
missionary
apartments
(upper left), two
trailer spaces
(lower left), a
storage building
(upper left
corner), a metal
shop with storage
(upper right), and
the Jens Nielson
home (lower
right).

2024 Rich Murset
aerial photos.
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Rich
Murset
photos.

Roring home, apartments and trailer
hookups for missionaries.
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san Juan Mizsion

March -
Octoher 2013

Bluff Fort senior missionaries yearbook
covers 2013 to 2016.

Y
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Senior
missionaries
yearbook
covers 2017
to 2023.

Bluff Fort Historic Site
2017 Church History Missionaries

No books
available for BLUFF FORT

2020 or 2018 MISSION MEMORIES
2022. . -

Bluff Fort Historic Site
2019 Senior Missionaries

_‘..
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hﬂw‘w'

Bluff Fort
BLUFF FORT Church History Mission

2021
WE ARE

UNDAUNTED
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Trip Advisor Reviews of Bluff Fort Historic Site

Love this place, it needs to be more popular for sure.

The place is amazing, the entrance is free, they offer you bathroom service, cold water (which is
really needed during summer), free Wi-Fi, and an amazing place to visit and to enjoy the history of
the people who lived there.

PS: the people there are the most lovely people ever, super friendly. Claudio R.

Interesting and educational way point between Moab & Monument Valley!
An extremely interesting and unexpected stop! A great place to spend the afternoon. Helpful
volunteers share the history of how the community was established and the houses and cabins
there provide a real sense of how frontier life was. Many have been donated and restored by the
families of original settlers. It’s like walking through living history! The baked goods are also
wonderful and the shop has some lovely handmade souvenirs.

Of note, some reviews mention the connection to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints- while there is a connection, there was no proselytizing or any overt religious overtones to
our experience there.

More informative and interesting than originally thought

Stopped by by accident as our accommodation was close by. It turned out to be a very interesting
and informational excursion getting to learn about the hardships of the early settlers. Also, the kids,
9 and 16, liked it not only for the gold panning and the ice cream/cookies.

Very friendly personnel. Germany

Beautiful and well worth a visit

Came upon this place on a Sunday in July while passing through on a long drive. It was very hot,
and we wanted to make a quick stop for our little dog to get out of the car. | saw that there was
some beautiful grass inside the fort, and | asked the volunteer if dogs were allowed. | fully expected
him to say no, but he said yes! So we had a lovely little break, and looked inside all the cabins.
Really wish we'd had more time to soak it all in. It's a beautiful place that was very lovingly created/
restored. Well worth a visit. | hope to be back next year and spend more time. Texas

Jewel in very small town.

Visitor Center is part of this Site in the very small town of Bluff, UT. The staff members were
excellent, very knowledgeable and engaging; the store was well stocked with really interesting
historical and other items, and the authentic Fort structures, furnishings and original wagons and
village items and related short movies were well worth the free visit! Well done! South Carolina

Unexpected Suprise

| wasn't expecting to come across this place but was pleasantly surprised. It was really interesting
to see the ingenuity and lifestyle of the early pioneers. The displays are very well done. Some are
re-creations and some are originals. | spent about an hour here, including time in the gift shop.
Admission was free, if my memory is correct and is well worth the price. Also, first clean bathroom |

came across in hundreds of miles! LOL! Canada
https://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g56937-d1728160-r914704515-Bluff_Fort_HistoricSite-
Bluff_Utah.htmI#REVIEWS
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Guest Register Comments
Over 250 pages in the 2023 guest book comments. Here is a small sampling:

The Netherlands: “On our way to Moab. Something attracted us to stop by. We
had a great experience. Thank you!”

New Jersey “Beautifully preserved and kept. I am a Decker! Now wondering if |
am related to the Decker pioneers. Thank you!”

Alabama “We will be back, God willing!”

Japan “Best guest visitor center in the USA.”

Southern California “Very nice! Best visitor center! Thank you”
Michigan “Outstanding!”

England “Stunning & very informative!”

Washington “Best Stop!”

France “Magnifique!”

Illinois “This is a magical family-oriented place.”

Holland “Respect for all pioneers. Not that long ago, but hard to imagine their
life!”

Hungary “We didn’t expect to find this treasure!”
California “Unplanned stop. Glad we made it!”
Spain “Precious!”

Arizona “A True Gem!”

Chicago “Coolest place. We love Bluff Fort!”
Austria “Awesome showcase of history!”

France “Amazing! Feels like going back in time!”
Alaska “Peaceful!”

Philippines “It touched our hearts!”

Australia “Stumbled on this gem and loved it!”
Ireland “Very interesting tale of endeavor for the Lord Jesus!”

Denmark “A fine park- a little like being taking back to my childhood where I
read Laura Ingalls ‘Little House on the Prairie.”

Namibia Africa “What a jewel along the way!”
Colorado “This place is stellar!”

Florida “We thought this would be a 5 second stop. We have been here an hour
and a half.” (In 2010)

Germany “Favorite place in the world.” (2014)
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The Hole in the Rock pioneers inscribed “We
Thank Thee Oh God” near the top of San Juan

Hill as they neared the end of their journey.
y Carl Ball photos J y Hole in the Rock looking from

the top to Lake Powell below.

Uncle Ben’s Dugway.

Places volunteers talk
with visitors about.

Comb Ridge, a formidable obstacle to cross.

Goosenecks. Dance Hall Rock.
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Sunsets &
moonlit
night over
the Fort. Carl
Ball photos.

Balloons, Co-op & wagons.
Lamont Crabtree photo.

Bluff Fort
scenes through
the years.

Moonrise over the Fort.
Bill & Tricia Spere photo.

Drone shot of the Co-op.
Alan Peterson, Bluff Fort video photo.
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area. Garden squash in foreground. Photo by Ron Bateman.
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Beautiful moonshot
above Fort Co-op

through the clouds.
Courtesy of Carl Ball, Sunny
Feinauer photo.
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Rainbow over the chicken coop.
Photo by Ted & Lisa Hill.

Brilliant sunrise above Fort Co-op.
Courtesy of Carl Ball.

As part of their orientation to the
area, new missionaries go on a

built there. Shown in the photo is
one of the elegant homes
belonging to early settlers John
and Emma Bayles Scorup. It was
built in 1903-04 by Nick Lovelace
and Ed Thompson.The University
of Utah School of Architecture
owned it in 2024 and housed
architectural students there
periodically. Courtesy of Carl Ball.
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The End...

The end of almost every day of the mission was punctuated by an amazing sunset and
gorgeous stars. These and so many other images will remain with us the rest of our lives. We
will never be the same as we were when we began our service. It is impossible to not have
hearts and souls touched while walking on these hallowed grounds and reflecting on the lives
of the Hole in the Rock pioneers. We will be forever blessed by their legacy and example.
Thank you to them. Thank you to Jim and Vicki Orr. Thank you to the missionaries, the docents
our good Native American friends and all of the choice guests from all corners of the woric.

e =

“Bluff Fort Historic Site 2019 Senior Missionaries” memory book.
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In1879-80, pioneers constructed a new wagon road in southeastern Utah in the four corners area. They were fulfilling an assignment from
their church to establish a settlement to successfully nurture peaceful relations with the Ute and Navajo people. Their journey developed
into an ordeal of unparalleled difficulty. They spent six months blazing a route across some of the most broken, rugged terrain in all of
North America. This trail went through the Hole-in-the-Rock, a crevice in the Colorada River gorge.

Upon their arrival on April 6, 1880, they established Bluff City. Their first dwellings were one-room log cabins. For security, the forty to fifty
cabins built closely together formed the exterior walls of a fort in a hollow square with doors and windows facing the center. A meetinghouse,
built at the north end of the fort was used as the church, school, and center of all social activity.

A vision of founder Corinne Roring was realized when the Fort was carefully re-created under her direction. Over the years, major corporate
and individual donations, supplemented by handmade and baked items produced onsite enable the Hole in the Rock Foundation to continue
building and operating the historic site. Volunteer missionaries from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints began manning the fort
full-time in 2013. They are assisted by docents from nearby Blanding during the busy season, many of whom are descendants of the original
pioneers. Tens of thousands of visitors come year-around from all fifty states, Washington D.C., and more than 85 countries internationally.
Herein lies the story of the modern Bluff Fort development and the many individuals who made it happen.
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